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AIDSWALK 2004
Sunday, October 17

A Display Of
Pride On Parade

Racism And Homophobia Targets
G/L  African American Families

TUCSON - AIDSWALK 2004 is a 4K
Walk/10K Run held annually in October
benefiting the Southern Arizona AIDS
Foundation.  This year, the event is
scheduled for Sunday, October 17, at
Rillito Downs, 4502 N. 1st Avenue.

More than 4,000 men, women,
and children — including those from large
corporations and local companies, family
teams, local schools, and colleges — will
participate again this year.

Last year’s Walk raised more than
$225,000 last year for SAAF’s programs
and services.  This year, organizers said the
goal is to raise $235,000.

Schedule of Events:

6:30 a.m. -  Registration Begins

7:00 a.m. -  10K Run Starts

7:15 a.m. -  Daybreak Quilt
Opening.  The AIDS Memorial Quilt is a
poignant memorial and the the largest
ongoing community arts project in the
world. Each of the more than 44,000
colorful panels that make up the Quilt
memorializes the life of a person lost to
AIDS.

This year at AIDSWALK Tucson

9 blocks of The AIDS Memorial Quilt will
be opened and on display along with 13
panels from The Tucson AIDS Memorial
Quilt. We are excited to welcome guest
speaker, Cleve Jones, creator of the first
panel of the AIDS Memorial Quilt and one
of the original founders of The NAMES
Project Foundation. Jones will join us for
the Daybreak Quilt Opening.

7:45 a.m. -  TIHAN Interfaith
Service. The Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS
Network (TIHAN) will be holding their
annual pre-AIDSWalk interfaith service
outside on the greens at Rillito Downs
before the walk. The 30-minute service will
begin and will be held under a canopy. The
brief service will include words of healing
and hope, along with music and inspiration
from various religious traditions. Organiz-
ers hope you’ll participate in the interfaith
service as they pause, listen, reflect, and
remember what the day is all about.

8:15 a.m. -  4K AIDSWALK
Opening Ceremony

8:30 a.m. -  4K Walk Starts

10:00 a.m.- After Walk Festivi-
ties: Awards, Food, and Fun!

For more information, call SAAF,
(520) 628-7223.

Pictured above is former UofA Professor of Art - Emeritus, Maurice Grossman,

decked out in his Grand Marshal outfit for the Pride Parade held last Sunday, Oct.

10.  Since his “retirement” Maurice has kept busy as a political activist.  He has

been a familiar sight ‘working’ Fourth Avenue registering Democratic voters.  Con-

gratulations to Maurice who was a natural  for the Grand Marshall duties, a recog-

nition he richly deserved.  More pictures of the Parade can be found on page twelve

of this issue of Observer.

TUCSON - Sporting wedding dresses,
glitter, parade floats and Gay pride, about
100 Tucsonans swung through Downtown
Sunday, October 10, as part of a parade
celebrating the Gay community, the
Arizona Daily Star reported.

The event, titled “Pride . . . on
Parade,” gave the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual
and Transgender community an opportu-
nity to let loose and have fun, said Matt
Harding, president of the board that put on
the event.

“It’s a chance for us to come
together and celebrate,” he said.

Though the event wasn’t the first
Gay parade in Tucson, it was the first to
take place in connection with
OUTtoberFEST, an annual LGBT pride
festival, Harding said.

A collection of cars, scooters,
floats and pedestrians took part in the
parade, which lasted nearly 30 minutes.

The parade began at Toole and
Stone avenues before winding under the
North Sixth Avenue tunnel and finishing on
North Fourth Avenue.

Pockets of onlookers clapped and

cheered as the parade passed by with
several participants holding signs that read
“Honk if you love homos” and “Equal
rights now.”

Besides celebrating the Gay
community, participants said the parade
also aimed to raise awareness about Gay
issues.

Sporting a fake diamond ring the
size of a golf ball and clad in a wedding
dress, Vincent Wicks danced with other
participants atop a float announcing “Just
Married.”

Brides and grooms of both sexes
stood on the float, waving to cars and
passers-by.

Wicks said he was participating
because he believes Gay marriage should
be recognized.

“I want equal rights,” he said.

It doesn’t matter whether it’s
called marriage or civil unions, Wicks said,
as long it is legally recognized.

“Call it whatever. It’s important,”
Wicks said.

Continued on Page Two

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Gay African
American families are doubly targeted for
discrimination a new study shows, reported
365Gay.com.

The study, using statistics fro the
2000 Census, show that nearly half of black
same-sex couples have lived in the same
residence for at least five years - a figure
almost as high as for married black couples
- and that a majority of those households
included children.

But, the survey also shows that
Gay and Lesbian African American
couples have lower median incomes than
either white same-sex couples or black
married opposite-sex couples.

The study was prepared by
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force
Policy Institute and the National Black
Justice Coalition.

“This report underscores the
powerful negative impact of both racism
and homophobia,” said Matt Foreman,
NGLTF executive director.

“This report clearly shows that
denying the protections that come with
marriage disproportionately hurts the
ability of Gay and Lesbian African
American couples to save money, provide
for their children, buy a house, or prepare
for retirement.”

The survey found that black

same-sex couples were raising children at
nearly twice the rate of their white
counterparts: 61 percent to 31 percent for
females and 46 percent to 24 percent for
males.

But, while black male same-sex
couples reported a median income of
$49,000 a year, and black Lesbian couples
earned $42,000 a year. By comparison,
African American married opposite-sex
couples earned $51,000 a year and white
same-sex couples averaged $69,000 a year.

The report contained another
disturbing fact. Eleven percent of the black
women in same-sex households were
veterans, compared with 3 percent of black
women married to male partners. Eighteen
percent of the black men in same-sex
households were veterans, compared with
31 percent of black married men.

But, black women are discharged
from the military under the “Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell” at disproportionate rates.
Although they make up less than 1 percent
of the military, 3 percent of those kicked
out under “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” are
black women.

The report concluded that “re-
moving discriminatory legislation and
allowing black same-sex couples to access
benefits available to married people will
hurt no one, and will allow more
Americans to better support and protect
their families.”
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TUCSON - A man accused of fatally beating
a Gay man with a baseball bat has rejected a
plea offer from prosecutors.

David A. Higdon is charged with
first-degree murder and armed robbery in the
June 2002 beating death of Philip Walsted,
24. Police classified Walsted’s murder as a
hate crime.

During a hearing Thursday, Sep-
tember 30, in Pima County superior court,
prosecutors said they offered to let Higdon
plead guilty to second-degree murder in
exchange for serving a 22-year sentence in
prison. After Higdon rejected the plea, his
trial date was set for October 26. He faces a
life sentence if convicted.

Oct. 26 Set For Trial
In Walsted Murder

Fletcher Knight Catron

Born July 30, 1957, Fletcher
Knight Catron passed away at his
home in San Diego, CA on June 20,
2004.

He was born in Mexico City
during an earthquake. He attended
the Fay School and the Choate School
in Massachusetts and graduated from
Beloit College in 1981 with a Bachelor
of Arts degree in English Literature. In
1986 he received his Certificate of
Advanced Studies from the American
Graduate School of International
Management.

Fletcher worked with the
Program for Appropriate Technology
in Health (PATH) in Seattle as a
program officer.  He traveled in Latin
America and Africa where he man-
aged social marketing and educa-
tional activities.  As an active
volunteer for many years, he served
on the boards of the Stonewall
Recovery Services and the HIV
Planning Council of the Northwest
AIDS Foundation, both in Seattle, and
more recently on the UCSD Commu-
nity Advisory Board and other volun-
teer organizations in Tucson and San
Diego.

Son of Louise Manning-
Catron of Tucson and the late
Thomas Benton Catron IV.  He is
survived by his mother and two
sisters, nieces and nephews.

Fletcher will be remembered
by his friends and family for his giving
nature.  The family requests that in
lieu of flowers, donations be made to
Fletcher’s favorite charities, Planned
Parenthood, Southern Arizona AIDS
Foundation or AA..

Hispanic Group
Plans For Fiesta De

La Cadena

TIHAN Volunteer
Training Oct 30

TUCSON - A group of Hispanic GLBT
community members in Tucson has been
meeting to build the foundation for a new
group, La Cadena-Alianza Hispana GLBT.

The mission of La Cadena is to
increase visibility of the diverse commu-
nity and provide advocacy in all areas and
needs of Hispanic GLBT familias. “La
Cadena” or The Chain, in English, intends
to link local community members forming
an alliance of professions, talents, support,
commitment and sponsor fundraising
events. Currently, La Cadena has 15
members who will work closely with
Wingspan to assure that the Hispanic
GLBT community utilizes resources and
services offered by Wingspan. La Cadena
plans to outreach into Sonora and link with
Mexican GLBT leaders in November.

On October 22, La Cadena will
host, “La Fiesta De La Cadena” a kick off
party that includes dinner, a theatre
production presented by Teatro Orgullo,
“Reunion”..during a family reunion,
Ricardo, the only son of Maria and Samuel
Ramirez, announces that he is in
love…..with a man!  The fiesta continues
with entertainment and dancing. “La
Primer Fiesta De La Cadena” will be held
at the Inn Suites Hotel, 475 N. Granada
Ave., from 7 p.m. to 12 a.m. For further
information email to Ernie Perez at
erniep@elrio.org.

SASD Meeting
October 18

TUCSON - Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS
Network’s Volunteer Training will be held
Saturday October 30th from 8:30 to 4:00
p.m. at St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church
located at 3809 East 3rd  Street.

These interactive and informa-
tive trainings are available to all who want
to learn more about HIV/AIDS, gain
understanding of and sensitivity to those
living with HIV/AIDS and people inter-
ested in TIHAN volunteer opportunities.
Subjects covered include HIV/AIDS 101,
social and psychological dimensions of
the disease, living with HIV/AIDS,
crafting compassionate responses, TIHAN
programs and universal precautions.

TIHAN encourage all ages,
including high school age teens, to
participate. We ask for a $15 materials and
lunch fee. Scholarships are easily avail-
able.  Many of our volunteer have no
religious affiliation. For more informa-
tion, call TIHAN, (520) 299-6647.

TUCSON - The Southern Arizona
Stonewall Democrats (SASD) are on the
move and even more energized following
a successful week recruiting new mem-
bers, distributing campaign literature and
signs, selling buttons and bumper stickers,
and signing up registered voters to vote-
by-mail at events like the Margaret Cho
event at TCC, OUToberFEST, and the
Pride Parade.

Upcoming events include a
visibility event with signs on the streets
Saturday, Oct. 16, 8:00 p.m., contact Alex
(520) 370-3060 alexjtrout@yahoo.com,
and a “Fun-Raising” event by “A Whole
Lot of LGBT People for Grijalva” for CD7
Congressman Raul Grijalva, (who has a
100% voting record from the Human

Rights Campaign), at Colors Restaurant,
5305 E. Speedway (520) 323-1840, between
Rosemont and Craycroft, on Wednesday,
Oct. 20, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

SASD invites everyone to their next
planning meeting on Monday Oct. 18, 6:30
p.m,. at Something Sweet, 5319 E.
Speedway (same strip mall as Colors), to
focus efforts through election day Nov. 2,
and have scheduled their Holiday Potluck
Annual Meeting and Election of Officers at
Democratic Headquarters on Wednesday
December 8, 6:30 p.m., so reserve the date
and bring your friends and holiday goodies!

To join SASD, contact Pat Atzman
(520) 304-3639 pmaz2004@hotmail.com.
Annual membership is only $10, and only
$15 per couple at same address.  SASD
Volunteer Coordinator is Terri Berg (520)
318-9309, blt@hotmail.com.  Pima County
Democratic HQ (520) 326-3716, 4639 E. 1st
St (1 block South of Speedway, ½ block
West of Swan) has ongoing phone banks and
precinct walks, as does Grijalva HQ (520)
629-0050 2008 E. Broadway (just E. of
Campbell on S. side).  Just call and come in
when you have an hour or more to help!

Continued from Page One
Maurice Grossman, the parade’s

grand marshal, said the right to marry is a
civil right and that there needs to be justice.

“It’s a matter of honoring our
equality,” said Grossman, a former Univer-
sity of Arizona professor.

The parade concluded with a block
party just north of East Sixth Street on North
Fourth Avenue that featured dancing and
live music.

Grossman said he was honored to
lead the parade and help celebrate being
Gay.

Grossman thanked the community
for its support, adding that Tucson has
always been friendly to the Gay community.

“Without our supportive commu-
nity and supportive city, it would be difficult
calling this a good place to live,” Grossman
said.

Pride Parade
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t h i s  w e e k :

SATURDAY OCTOBER 16TH @ 8:30PM

THURSDAY

10PM til 2AM Underwear Night
Party with Men in their underwear and Go-Go Dancers
Top 40 all request with DJ Mike Lopez • $1.75 Long Islands, $1.00 Shot Specials

SUNDAY OCTOBER 17TH
11AM Troy’s Recovery Bar & Bloody Mary Buffet
4:30PM Karaoke on the Patio with Michael D.
5:30PM Bar-B-Que/Beer Bust

$5 for 5 - 16oz Bud or Bud Light Draft and a Burger 
(chicken and veggie burger also available)

7:30PM-2AM: DANCE with DJ MIKE LOPEZ

6-9PM:  LIVE JAZZ ON THE PATIO with Susan Artemis
9PM-2AM:  PARTY with DJ Mike Lopez

“An Evening with

Ajia Simone”
HOSTED BY Ajia Simone WITH SPECIAL GUESTS

10PM til 2AM:  Circuit Saturday with DJ Q

FR
ID

AY
AIDS Memorial Quilt Founder
In Tucson Oct. 16 And 17 For
TIHAN Benefit Reception and

AIDSWALK
TUCSON - People will soon have an
opportunity to meet Cleve Jones, an icon
of the GLBT and AIDS movements.  Jones
will be the featured guest as a fundraising
reception being sponsored by the Tucson
Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network (TIHAN)
and the Southern Arizona AIDS Founda-
tion (SAAF).

“When history looks back upon
the early days of the gay rights movement
and of the AIDS pandemic, Cleve Jones
will factor prominently as one of the
people who took leadership and shaped a
response of activism,” commented Scott
Blades, Executive Director of TIHAN.

Cleve Jones was at the San
Francisco City Hall on the fateful day in
1978 when his friend and colleague
Harvey Milk was assassinated. He led the
protests against the Dan White verdict that
catalyzed the political power of the
growing GLBT community.  He took first
reports of a strange disease in the Castro of
San Francisco in April 1981.  He was one
of the organizers of the Kaposi’s Sarcoma
Education and Research Foundation
(which later became the San Francisco
AIDS Foundation).  And he created one of
the most one of the most innovative and
moving memorials the world has ever
seen:  the NAMES Project AIDS
Memorial Quilt.

Tucsonans will have an opportu-
nity to meet Cleve Jones at a special
fundraising reception at the home of Steve
Quinlan and Randy Soderstrom, with an
elegant array of hors d’oeuvres and

beverages provided by renowned chef
Mark Muchmore.  The event takes place on
Saturday evening, October 16 at 6:30 p.m.
Reservations ($150 per person, of which
$125 is tax-deductible) are being taken by
either TIHAN, (520) 299-6647, or SAAF
(520) 628-7223.  The organization that you
make your reservation with will receive the
proceeds from your admission.  Credit card
charges can be accepted by both agencies.

Mr. Jones will also be participat-
ing in AIDSWalk 2004 the following
morning of Sunday, October 17, where he
will unfold panels of the NAMES Project
AIDS Memorial Quilt.

Desert Voices Yard Sale
November 6

PTUCSON - It is time once again for you to
do your fall cleaning, sift through your
things, and eliminate!  Desert Voices,
Tucson’s GLBT (and S) chorus is seeking
donations for their annual Yard Sale
Fundraiser.  The Yard Sale will be held on
Saturday, November 6th, 2004 at 4412 E.
Holmes, near Columbus and 5th Street,
from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Check out your CD’s and give
Desert Voices the ones you no longer listen
to!  Cull through that stack of books, and
toss them the ones you won’t read a second
time.  Dive into the back of your closet (but
only for a few minutes) and bring out the
items that are too tight, too tired or too tacky
to stay there any longer. Got furniture you
keep stubbing your toes on?  Send it their
way.  Did that latest attempt at an in-home
workout, not work out?  They’ll recycle

your exercise cycle.  To set up a time to
make your donation, drop them an email at
info@desertvoices.org, or call Becky
Cohen at (520) 319-9830.

Proceeds from the yard sale, and
other fundraisers held by Desert Voices,
help the chorus to present their songs and
share their voices at a variety of community
events throughout the year.  The chorus
recently sang at OUToberFEST this past
Saturday, and also marched in the Pride
Parade on Sunday.  The groups has plans to
present two different concerts this season,
the first in December, titled ‘Naughty….Or
Nice?’.  For more information about the
chorus and their activities, you can go to
their website at www.desertvoices.org, or
call their office at (520) 791-9662.

Melissa Etheridge
Has Cancer,

 Cancels Tour
LOS ANGELES - Lesbian rocker Melissa
Etheridge has breast cancer and has
cancelled the rest of her U.S. tour to
undergo treatment, her publicist said
Thursday, October 7, the Gay.com/
PlanetOut.com Network reported.

Etheridge, 43, will undergo sur-
gery, and her doctor predicts that she’ll
have a “speedy and complete recovery,”
according to a statement by publicist
Marcel Pariseau. The cancer was detected
early, and the singer has reportedly been
receiving treatment.

“I am fortunate to be under a
wonderful doctor’s care and thankful that
this was caught early,” Etheridge said in a
quote published on her Web site. “I am
looking forward to a quick and full
recovery.”

She plans to recover at home in
Los Angeles with her partner, actress
Tammy Lynn Michaels, and two children.

Her most recent album is titled
“Lucky,” released last February.

There are 11 remaining concert
dates for Etheridge’s tour, and refunds will
be available at the point of purchase, her
publicist said.

In recent years Etheridge has
performed in concerts that benefit breast
cancer awareness and charities, including
the “Women Rock! Girls & Guitars” series.

Last month she was in negotia-
tions to star in a TV sitcom for ABC. It is
unclear what affect the rocker’s recovery
will have on the proposed show.

Lesbians are not more prone to
breast cancer than heterosexual woman,
according to a study released two years
ago. However, risk factors for breast
cancer — never having borne a child, being
overweight, smoking and drinking —
apply to many Lesbians.
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What Matthew Shepherd
Taught Us

by Senator John Edwards

It was six years ago that we
learned the name Matthew Shepherd. We
might someday have learned about how
this bright, kind and compassionate man
contributed to our country.  But we
learned Matthew Shepard’s name be-
cause of the terrible way he was killed on
October 12, 1998.

We still remember the fence
where Matthew died.  His brutal murder
opened our country’s eyes to the hatred
and violence that many Gays and
Lesbians endure.  Yet here we are,
almost six years later, with a president
who refuses to support legislation
barring hate crimes based on sexual
orientation.

According to the FBI, crimes
committed in 2002 due to bias based on
sexual orientation represent 1 in 6 of
reported hate crime incidents.  There
were more than 1200 incidents and 1500

victims in 2002 alone.

John Kerry and I want an
America that is stronger at home and
more respected in the world.  We know
we cannot achieve that goal until we
recognize that all Americans, including
Gays and Lesbians, are part of the fabric
of America’s family.  And when it comes
to family, we must protect each other.
We must recognize that crimes against
people because of their race, religion, or
sexual orientation have no place in
America.

That is why John Kerry and I
firmly support the bipartisan legislation
that will add new protections against hate
crimes motivated by the real or perceived
sexual orientation of the victim.  George
Bush has said that this kind of legislation
amounts to “special rights.”  But there’s
nothing special about the right to be free
from hateful violence.  In America,
people ought to be able to take that right
for granted.

As Judy Shepard, Matthew’s
mother, has said, “Matt is no longer with
us today because the men who killed him
learned to hate. Somehow and some-
where they received the message that the
lives of Gay people are not as worthy of
respect, dignity and honor as the lives of
other people.”  Keep her words in your
thoughts, and on November 2nd, I urge
you to vote for John Kerry—-in memory
of Matthew Shepard and the thousands
of other Americans whose lives have
been cut short for no other reason than
being themselves.

[Edwards is the senior Senator
from North Carolina and the Democratic
nominee for Vice President of the United
States.]

Poll: One In Twenty High School
Students Are Gay Or Lesbian

WASHINGTON, D.C. - About 5 percent
of America’s high school students
identify as Lesbian or Gay, according to
a new national poll from the Gay,
Lesbian and Straight Education Network
(GLSEN), the Gay.com/PlanetOut.com
Network reported.

The poll was conducted by
Widmeyer Research and Polling in
conjunction with Penn, Schoen &
Berland Associates, Inc. It asked 9th-
12th grade students about their sexual
orientation and the attitudes of others
towards Lesbian and Gay people in
schools.

“The findings suggest that, on
average, every classroom in America has
at least one student who identifies as
Lesbian or Gay and that a majority of
those students know at least one Gay or
Lesbian person, whether it be a teacher, a
classmate or a family member,” said
GLSEN Executive Director Kevin
Jennings in a prepared statement.

In addition to finding that about
5 percent of students identify as Gay and
Lesbian, 16 percent of American
students have a Gay or Lesbian person in
their family and 72 percent know
someone who is Gay or Lesbian.

Despite nearly three-quarters of
students knowing someone who is Gay or
Lesbian, 66 percent of students admit to
using homophobic language, such as
“that’s so Gay” to describe something
wrong, bad or stupid. Eighty-one percent
say they have heard homophobic

language in their schools frequently or
often.

“Students spend their days in
classrooms where ‘faggot’ is heard more
often than the morning announcements,”
said Jennings, adding that “39.1 percent of
the LGBT students report being physically
harassed because of their sexual orienta-
tion.”

“It is probably shocking to many
adults how many of their children are using
offensive homophobic language day in and
day out in our nation’s high schools,” said
Marty McGough, director for Widmeyer
Research and Polling.

The new poll, along with GLSEN’s
2003 National School Climate Survey of
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender
students, shows how LGBT students are
affected by homophobic remarks.

“What is most important are
parents, friends and school communities
taking a stand for respect and acceptance of
all people, regardless of their sexual
orientation or gender identity,” Jennings
said.

According to the latest poll,
teachers, parents and peers have the most
influence on student attitudes toward Gay
and Lesbian people. Of the students polled,
79 percent said they would listen if a
respected teacher said homophobic lan-
guage was wrong; 69 percent of students
polled said knowing a Gay or Lesbian
classmate would likely make them more
tolerant.
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Is Bush Planning To Listen In
On Gay Chat Rooms?

QWASHINGTON, D.C. - Amid the torrent of
jabber in Internet chat rooms — flirting by
QTpie and BoogieBoy, arguments about
politics and horror flicks — are terrorists
plotting their next move?

The government certainly isn’t
discounting the possibility. It’s taking the idea
seriously enough to fund a yearlong study on
chat room surveillance under an anti-
terrorism program, reported the Associated
Press on 365Gay.com.

A Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
computer science professor hopes to develop
mathematical models that can uncover
structure within the scattershot traffic of
online public forums.

Chat rooms are the highly popular
and freewheeling areas on the Internet where
people with self-created nicknames discuss
just about anything: teachers, Kafka, cute
boys, politics, love, root canal. They are also
places where malicious hackers have been
known to trade software tools, stolen
passwords and credit card numbers. The Pew
Internet & American Life Project estimates
that 28 million Americans have visited
Internet chat rooms.

Trying to monitor the sea of traffic
on all the chat channels would be like
assigning a police officer to listen in on every
conversation on the sidewalk — virtually
impossible.

Instead of rummaging through mega-
bytes of messages, RPI professor Bulent
Yener will use mathematical models in search
of patterns in the chatter. Downloading data
from selected chat rooms, Yener will track the
times that messages were sent, creating a
statistical profile of the traffic.

If, for instance, RatBoi and bowler1
consistently send messages within seconds of
each other in a crowded chat room, you could
infer that they were speaking to one another
amid the “noise” of the chat room.

“For us, the challenge is to be able to
determine, without reading the messages, who
is talking to whom,” Yener said.

In search of “hidden communities,”
Yener also wants to check messages for
certain keywords that could reveal something
about what’s being discussed in groups.

The $157,673 grant comes from the
National Science Foundation’s Approaches
to Combat Terrorism program. It was selected
in coordination with the nation’s intelligence
agencies.

The NSF’s Leland Jameson said the
foundation judged the proposal strictly on its
broader scientific merit, leaving it to the
intelligence community to determine its
national security value. Neither the CIA nor
the FBI would comment on the grant, with a
CIA spokeswoman citing the confidentiality
of sources and methods.

Security officials know al-Qaida and
other terrorist groups use the Internet for
everything from propaganda to offering tips
on kidnapping. But it’s not clear if terrorists
rely much on chat rooms for planning and
coordination.

Michael Vatis, founding director of
the National Infrastructure Protection Center
and now a consultant, said he had heard of
terrorists using chat rooms, which he said
offer some security as long as code phrases
are used. Other cybersecurity experts doubted
chat rooms’ usefulness to terrorists given the
other current options, from Web mail to
hiding messages on designated Web pages
that can only be seen by those who know
where to look.

“In a world in which you can
embed your message in a pixel on a
picture on a home page about tea cozies,
I don’t know whether if you’re any
better if you think chat would be any
particular magnet,” Jonathan Zittrain,
an Internet scholar at Harvard Law
School.

Since they are focusing on
public chat rooms, authorities are not
violating constitutional rights to privacy
when they keep an eye on the traffic,
experts said. Law enforcement agents
have trolled chat rooms for years in
search of pedophiles, sometimes adopt-
ing profiles making it look like they are
young teens.

But the idea of the government
reviewing massive amounts of public
communications still raises some con-
cerns.

Mark Rasch, a former head of
the Justice Department’s computer
crimes unit, said such a system would
bring the country one step closer to the
Pentagon’s much-maligned Terrorism
Information Awareness program.

Research on that massive data-
mining project was halted after an
uproar over its impact on privacy.

“It’s the ability to gather and
analyze massive amounts of data that
creates the privacy problem,” Rasch
said, “even though no individual bit of
data is particularly private.”

Judge: “Serious
Doubts” About Law-
makers Suit Against

Gay Couple
NEW HOPE - A Pennsylvania judge has
indicated that he likely will rule against
a dozen state lawmakers who tried to
strengthen the state’s ban on same-sex
marriages by suing two Gay men who
want to marry, reported the Associated
Press on 365Gay.com.

Bucks County Judge Mitchell
S. Goldberg said at a hearing Friday,
October 8, that he had “serious doubts as
to whether plaintiffs’ action will
survive.” Goldberg said that his instinct
was to issue a ruling from the bench, but
that he would instead release his
decision shortly.

Robert Seneca, 49, and Stephen
Stahl, 55, of New Hope, tried to apply
for a marriage license in March at the
Bucks County Courthouse, but Register
of Wills Barbara G. Reilly said she
couldn’t legally accept an application
for a same-sex union. Seneca and Stahl
later said they would consider filing a
lawsuit appealing her decision.

The 11 Republicans and one
Democrat who sponsored the state’s
1996 Defense of Marriage Act said they
filed their suit in an attempt to have the
law affirmed before Seneca and Stahl
seek to have it declared unconstitu-
tional.

Stahl, 55, a theater director and
Republican committeeman, said he
could not comment until the judge
makes a ruling, “but I’m feeling good.”
Seneca, 49, a salesman at a New Hope
art gallery, called the lawmakers’
lawsuit “ridiculous ... it’s insane.”

The state’s marriage laws were

Continued On Page Six
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Landmark G/L Marriage Case
Begins In Canada

Vote

threatened because Seneca and Stahl
sought a marriage license application and
because they had said in newspaper
interviews that they would challenge the
laws, argued attorney Glen Lavy of the
Alliance Defense Fund, an Arizona-based
agency fighting same-sex unions.

Goldberg said that published
comments do not necessarily indicate
intentions, and he asked Lavy why the
lawmakers were “in such a rush” to sue
when the men had not yet challenged the
law.

Lavy said that 50 lawsuits have
been filed nationwide challenging mar-
riage laws. “If it weren’t for the repeated
pattern, we would have waited for a lawsuit
when it was filed,” he said.

In August, Stahl and Seneca
marked the 25th anniversary of their
commitment ceremony.

Judge: “Serious
Doubts”

Continued from Page Five

OTTAWA - The Supreme Court of Canada
Wednesday, October 6, began hearing
arguments on proposed federal legislation
to recognize same-sex marriage,
365Gay.com reported.

Lawyers for the federal govern-
ment began laying out their case by arguing
that same-sex marriage is a matter of
justice.

The government was the first of
28 presentations scheduled to be heard
over the next three days.

The proposed bill, along with a
series of constitutional questions, was
referred to the Supreme Court in an unusual
move last year by former prime minister
Jean Chretien.

The government wants the court
to decide if the draft bill is within
Parliament’s authority, whether it is
consistent with the Charter of Rights,
whether the charter protects unwilling
clergy from having to perform same-sex
marriages and if the present law on
opposite-sex marriages is consistent with
the charter.

The fourth question drew the ire
of Egale, Canada’s national LGBT civil
rights organization.

Lawyer Cynthia Petersen said that
question has already been decided. Lower
courts ruled in favour of same sex marriage
and the government declined to appeal.

That is a final answer, she said,
urging the justices to ignore that part of the
reference.

Some have suggested the last
question was added to the reference to
provide political cover for the government,
which sees the same-sex marriage issue as
political hot potato, especially in a
minority Parliament.

Peter Hogg, the lawyer for the
Attorney General told the court that even
though the government supports same-sex
marriage it’s important to answer the fourth
reference question, if only to provide
guidance to the Commons, which will have
to consider same-sex marriage legislation
soon after the court rules.

Along with the Attorney General’s

office those arguing on behalf of Gay
marriage include the attorney general of
Canada, the Canadian Human Rights
Commission, various Gay rights groups,
the United Church of Canada and a
coalition of liberal rabbis.

Opponents include the attorney
general of Alberta, REAL woman and the
Canadian Council of Catholic Bishops.

Supporters of same-sex marriage
have a string of lower court victories. The
federal definition of marriage as being
between one man and woman woman has
been declared unconstitutional in the
provinces of Ontario, British Columbia,
Quebec, Manitoba, Nova Scotia and the
Yukon Territory. A challenge is currently
underway in Saskatchewan.

LGBT civil rights advocates say
they are confident the high court will side
with them when it finally rules, likely next
year. But, even with a victory, it could be
2006 before the law is passed.

“We are hopeful that the finish
line is in sight,” Alex Munter co-chairman
of Canadians for Equal Marriage told an
Ottawa news conference.

“Marriage is a benchmark by
which Canadian society names the every-
day development of love and intimacy
between a couple,” said Anne Squire,
former Moderator of the United Church of
Canada. The Church, the country’s largest
Protestant denomination, backs same-sex
marriage.

“Restricting the definition of
marriage to opposite-sex couples questions
the capacity of Gays and Lesbians to
develop love and intimacy, undermining
their human dignity and reinforcing
prejudicial attitudes,” Squires told report-
ers.
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EDITOR:

Tucson Pride wishes to thank the
community for their support of
OUToberFEST. A sunny and warm day
greeted festival attendees who enjoyed a
wide variety of entertainment and activi-
ties. It was a peaceful day of celebration,
fun, friends and fellowship.

The success of the event would
not have been possible without the many
volunteers who contribute time in a wide
variety of tasks which must be accom-
plished: setting up, selling admission and
beer tickets, taking tickets, selling beer,
volunteer security, back stage manage-
ment, vendor check-in, clean-up and tear-
down. Thank you to the more than 80
volunteers who assisted at the event or on
prior days getting ready.

We wish to thank our sponsors,
vendors and Tucson Parks and Recreation.
Thank you to the many local organizations
who had informational and educational
booths at the event.

Very special thanks are due to
some very special people who contributed
extensive time and effort in assisting the
Tucson Pride board: Kim Fillips, Barba
Barone, Kurt Beall, Wendy Bailey, Joanne
Contreras, Brian Fox, Linda Hamilton of
Phoenix Pride, Bunnie FuFu, Glenn
Stockellburg, Cris Soles, Gloria Bodkin,
Juan Correa, Barry Hall, Marlene Patton,
Mona Garcia and the women’s softball
league, and two men from Pueblo,
Colorado, who showed up on Friday
looking for the event and stayed all day
helping with setup as well as working on
Saturday, Hugh Arnold and William
Sammon.

Arnette Miller, President, Tucson
Pride Inc., and the other members of the
Tucson Pride board: Tony Ray Baker, Bob
Bowers, Secretary, Janette Bunge, Trea-
surer, Pam Day, Bob Days, Jason
Lattimore, Jennifer Lopez, Vice President,
Nancy Robinett, and Waco Starr.

EDITOR:

Thank you, Tucson’s GLBT
community, for making the inaugural
Pride... On Parade! such a huge success.

I know I speak for everyone on the
board of this year’s event when I say we
were overwhelmed by the turnout for both
the parade and block party.  Our sole
intention of creating this was for the
community, and we are so happy that you
took part.  It is your parade, and we took
great pleasure in seeing so many of you
enjoy it.

We also wish to thank our
sponsors, especially Title Sponsors IBT’s

& Woody’s.  It is inspiring to see the
commitment to Tucson’s GLBT commu-
nity, which has been a hallmark of these
establishments, continue through the change
in ownership.  Centra Realty, David
Pannell Designs, and Mission Court
Apartments, all Co-Sponsors of the event,
we are indebted to you as well.  New
restaurant Color’s Food & Spirits, Desert
Pride, FlavAZ, Community Business
Association, and Doubletree Hotel at Reid
Park deserve a very special thank you as
well, as do Tim Brown - Farmer’s
Insurance, Scooters Cafe, and Abode
Home Inspections.  These businesses all
stepped up to the plate to make this event
happen.  These businesses take an active
interest in our community, and deserve our
support and business.  Look them up, and
use them whenever possible.

In addition, there were several
individuals and groups who assisted in
everyway they could.  These include
Antigones, SAAF, and George Podwolsky,
who did all of the design work for our ads
and banners.  Thank you to each and
everyone of them, as well as the volunteers
who worked so hard, and the incredible
entertainers who donated their talents.

This year’s event also could not
have been possible without the collaberation
of Tucson Pride, Inc., organizers of
OUToberFEST.  It was they who shared
our vision, and provided assistance in
creating this event. Janette Bungee, TPI’s
accountant, doubled her duties in also
taking on our finances.  We owe her our
thanks.

Also, I would like to thank the
board members who gave so selflessly of
their time, talents, and even financially
supported the effort.  Lisa McAllister,
David Pannell, Gary Rhine, Mike
Schneider, Dana Young, and Kim Muell
made this happen.  Thank you.

Again, thank you for supporting
your parade.  Everyone of you who bought
a raffle ticket, came out for the event, or
participated in the parade are what made it
a success.  Congratulations go to Vanessa
Nava, who won the $1,000 Raffle Grand
Prize.

We are grateful, and excited to
begin planning next year’s event.  We
learned a lot this year, and are already
thinking of ways to make next year’s even
better.  We would love to hear your
thoughts and comments, you may direct
those to us at matt_harding@juno.com.

Matt Harding
Pride... On Parade!
Board President
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Psychologist Touts Film On
‘Ex-Gay’ People

Photo by Norman Jean Roy
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NEW YORK - A psychologist who believes
that Gays and Lesbians can change their
orientation distributed a documentary film
on Monday, October 4, that follows five
people who claim to be “ex-Gays.”

Warren Throckmorton, the pro-
ducer of the 52-minute documentary, is
encouraging churches and schools to show
“I Do Exist” around National Coming Out
Day, which took place Monday. According
to his Web site, 45 places are already
showing his video, reported the Gay.com/
PlanetOut.com Network.

On his Web site, Throckmorton
explains his picture’s title. “For too long,
former homosexuals have been told they do
not exist. Ex-Gays are using this event to
make a positive statement in contrast to the
view that such change in sexual identity is
not possible.”

According to the conservative
American Family Association, “I Do Exist”
begins with “man-on-the-street” interviews,
as supposedly average Americans answer
the question, “Can homosexuals change?”

Noe Gutierrez Jr., who claims to be
an “ex-Gay,” then tells the story of how he
changed. Gutierrez was in the film “It’s
Elementary,” which explained what being
Gay was like to middle school children. “Mr.
Gutierrez has since become heterosexual
and talks about his process of transition on
the ‘I Do Exist’ video,” according to
Throckmorton’s description.

The movie also features accounts
from Sarah Lipp, Joann Highley, Cheryl
Quinlan and Greg Quinlan, who all claim to
be former homosexuals.

In addition to their interviews,
Throckmorton has included himself, Dr.
Mark Yarhouse of the Regent University
Department of Psychology, and Dr. Robert
Spitzer, professor of psychiatry at Columbia
University.

In 1973, Spitzer helped remove
homosexuality from the American Psychi-
atric Association list of mental illnesses.
He has since changed his mind and last
year published a much-criticized study
claiming homosexuals could change.

Critics of the ex-Gay movement
say such projects like “I Do Exist” are not
merely to help people discover their true
sexual orientation. Rather, they are a way
to undercut rights for GLBT people on the
argument that if being Gay is a choice,
such people do not deserve rights or
protections.

“That’s the whole point behind
the campaign,” Wayne Besen told
Chicago Tribune’s RedEye. Besen, who
wrote a book called “Anything But
Straight: Unmasking the Scandals and
Lies Behind the Ex-Gay Myth,” told the
paper the ex-Gay movement is “not about
changing people — that’s not possible —
it’s about changing laws. … The only
people saying Gay people can change are
the ones who want them to change, usually
for religious reasons.”

Shannon Minter, the legal direc-
tor for the National Center for Lesbian
Rights, called Throckmorton’s movie
“shameful.”

“National Coming Out Day is a
day for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender people to stand up and be
proud of who we are in the face of
tremendous social pressures to stay
closeted and shameful. While we respect
the right of all people to choose and define
their own identities for themselves,
therapists who claim to be able to ‘change’
a person’s core sexual or gender identity
have inflicted and continue to inflict
terrible damage,” Minter said in a
prepared statement. “Their efforts to
portray being Gay or Transgender as
inferior or pathological are shameful.”

Vigil Honors
Transgender Shooting Victim

MINNEAPOLIS - Approximately 130
people gathered in Minneapolis last Tues-
day, October 5, for a march and candlelight
vigil for Tameka McCloud, a Transgender
youth who was shot repeatedly in the head
and body at close range by a teen in the early
morning hours of Wednesday, Sept. 29,
reported 365Gay.com.

McCloud survived the attack and
remains in serious condition at Hennepin
County Medical Center.

Police arrested 16-year-old Carlos
M. Harris shortly after the incident. Harris
allegedly had a relationship with McCloud
and shot her after learning that she was
Transgender. He has been charged in
juvenile court with attempted first-degree
murder, attempted second-degree murder
and first-degree assault.

McCloud, 19, is one of many Twin
Cities young people served by District 202, a
community center for LGBT youth aged 21
and under. Ben Peterson, a District 202
youth activist, felt moved to organize others
after he heard about the shooting.

“I organized the vigil for Tameka
because something like this really shouldn’t
happen,” he said. “It doesn’t matter if
somebody’s Gay, straight, Transgender,
male or female — they’re still a person. I
wanted to raise awareness and bring
togetherness in our community.”

Peterson, who is also 19, said the
shooting has affected everyone at District

202. “The youth are more afraid now than
they were, but it’s also been unifying.
Everybody’s a lot more connected.”

Sunni, a Transgender peer advo-
cate at the center, sees youth looking out
for one another more since Tameka was
shot. Now 20, he started coming to
District 202 when he was 12 years old
after hearing about the center through a
Gay support group in his middle school.
“Hopefully people will realize they can
reach out more, that they don’t have to be
working here to help each other out,” he
said.

Transgender community leaders
reacted with shock and dismay to the news
of the shooting. Connie Kauppi, lead
organizer of the Twin Cities Transgender
Genderqueer Coalition, placed the inci-
dent in a national context of hate crimes.
“This horrific attempted murder has
brought the reality of anti-Transgender
violence to our local community,” she
says.

The Minneapolis shooting oc-
curred just a week before House of
Representatives negotiators rejected the
Local Law Enforcement Enhancement
Act (LLEEA), which would have added
real or perceived sexual orientation,
gender and disability to federal hate crime
laws. The measure had passed in the
Senate last June.
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A.  METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH: 3269 N. Mountain  - 292-9151

B.  CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP:  2902 N. Geronimo  - 622-4626

C.  DESERT PRIDE - Gifts, Videos, etc.: 611 N. 4th Ave. - 388-9829

D.  WINGSPAN - 300 E. 6th St.  - 624-1779

E.  S.A.A.F. - 375 S. Euclid Ave. - 628-7223

F.  RAINBOW PLANET COFFEE HOUSE:  606 N. 4th Ave.  - 620-1770

I.  TIHAN -Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network:  492 N. Alvernon, 299-6647

J.  EON GAY YOUTH CENTER 620-6245

1.  AIN’T NOBODY’S BIZ:  2900 E. Broadway -  318-4838

2.  IBT’S:   616 N. 4th Ave.  882-3053

3.  VENTURE-N:  1239 N. 6th Ave.  882-8224

4.  NOVEMBER BAR & GRILL: 4001 N. Romero Road - 407-9622

5.  WOODY’S - 3710 N. Oracle Road, 292-6702

6.  HOWL AT THE MOON - 915 W. Prince Rd.  293-7339

7.  YARD DOG - 2449 N. Stone,  624-3858

8.  COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS, 5305 E. Speedway, 323-1840
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‘Vote Early, By Mail Or On November 2, But
Cast A Ballot!’

On Tuesday, October 12, three
weeks prior to the general election, taking
place, Tuesday, November 2, this reporter
went to the Eastside Pima County
Recorder’s office and cast his vote on the
various offices, from President to school
board and the propositions on the Arizona
general election ballot.

People can cast their vote early
and do so for many reasons, one of the most
recent deals with the equipment used in
elections and ballot tabulation, specifically
the Diebold Company which is facing
numerous lawsuits from several state’s over
their “touch-screen” voting devices, as well
as Diebold’s C.E.O., who has made public
statements about doing what he can to make
sure George W. Bush wins the 2004
presidential election.

Possible faulty equipment and
machines are one of the reasons usually
given for voting early but there are others,
such as: unable to get to the polling place
for whatever reason on November 2; their
schedule at work on that day; being
involved in political campaigns and will be
taking part in the election day, get out the
vote (GOTV) efforts to make sure their
candidate or issue is successful, or may be
too busy or will just plain forget to vote.

For this reporter, it’s a combina-
tion of work (covering events, editing (or
mangling) copy and wring this column) and
GOTV, since this publication goes to press
on Tuesday of each week, come rain, shine
or a faulty computer.  Also, since this is a
Presidential election year, as well as many
states considering anti-Gay/Lesbian propo-
sitions barring the recognition of same-sex
marriage, civil unions and domestic
partnerships or all three.

A lot is riding on the November 2
ballot in Arizona and across the United
States (and even Florida) for the Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender (GLBT)
and HIV/AIDS communities, as it has been
documented in this column as well as in
stories featured in this publication, so
participation, exercising your rights and
casting a ballot, either early or on
November 2 is paramount for our collective
well-being.

Just in the last week:

During the second presidential
debate, you had the “Occupier, Liar &
Thief,” state the Dred Scott decision,
dealing with slavery, was one about
property rights and was just an opinion that
wasn’t based on the U.S. Constitution;

Dubya’s junta trying again to
remove anti-discrimination protections for
GLBT federal workers;

An effort by the occupational
junta at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, to
monitor Gay chat rooms;

The Republican-controlled Con-
gress again killing the proposed federal
Hate Crimes Law, despite the overwhelm-
ing support given to the measure in the U.S.
Senate, passing by a large margin;

Dickie Cheney, the real leader,
making a huge flip-flop, one of many during
the vice presidential debate, on same-sex
marriage;

More ludicrous, homophobic re-
marks, statements and promises from
Republican Senatorial and Congressional

Candidates in many, many races, naming a
few of the numerous incidents that took
place;

Voter registration fraud conduct
by Republican-supportive political con-
sulting firms, as well as election officials in
many states;

Political signs for Congressman
Raul Grijalva being tagged with homopho-
bic statements in Pima County; and,

At the University of Arizona
campus, the “Brown Shirts,” a.k.a. the
College Republicans disrupting a speech
by Michael Moore, claiming their First
Amendment and free speech rights were
violated.

If an individual in Pima County
wants to request an early ballot and vote by
mail, casting their ballot at home, the
deadline to have a request into the
Recorder’s office is Friday, October 22.

A voter who wants to cast their
ballot early, there are sites set up to go and
cast their ballots, Monday through Friday
(8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.), until October 29,
at one of the following locations in the
Tucson area: the Main Recorder’s Office,
115 N. Church, the Recorder’s Eastside
Office, 6920 E. Broadway - Suite D, 3550
N. First Avenue - Suite 200, 3912 W. Ina
Road - Suite 212 and 2225 E. Ajo Way.  In
Ajo and Sells, people need to go to the sites
in their towns since they will only have
ballots of residents of the area.

For more information, call (520)
740-4330, or go online to
recorder.pima.gov.earlyreq.html.  Cast
your ballot, either early, by mail or on
Tuesday, November 2 but do vote, so
much is riding on it.

‘In The Life’ Faces
Censorship By FCC

Over Footage
WASHINGTON, D.C. - Excerpts from a
videotape produced by a group headed by
an appointee to the Presidential AIDS
Council that featured in the October
installment of In the Life have been flagged
as potential violations of the FCC’s
indecency standards., Advocate.com re-
ported.

Local PBS stations have been
cautioned by American Public Television
to contact their legal departments before
airing October’s In the Life due to material
provided by Joe McIlhaney, MD, that is
presented in the segment “By the Book.”
Directed by George Ratliff (Hell House,
Plutonium Circus), “By the Book” features
a line drawing that demonstrates how to do
a self-exam for breast cancer as well
excerpts from a videotape promoting
abstinence and discussing condom use, all
of which were provided by McIlhaney’s
Medican Institute for Sexual Health, which
provides pro-abstinence resources that are
used in every state in the union and 40
foreign countries.

Because of the content of the
video, APT has suggested that stations air
In the Life after 10 p.m. For listings of
stations that present In the Life, visit
www.ITL.tv.
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Mercury sparks a change this week
as it moves into passionate Scorpio. Our
thoughts and opinions catch fire. But don’t
sit around and wait for a hot delivery. Don
your asbestos gloves and grab the glowing
coals.

ARIES   (MAR. 21 - APR. 20)
Your mind turns to sex and more sex as
Mercury probes intense Scorpio. Proud
Rams know exactly what they want and who
they want it from. And they sit around. And
they think about it. And they talk about it -
the assorted angles, the machinations, the
wherefores, whys and hows. Enough
already! Now go out and get ‘em! Or are you
all thought and no action? Typical.

TAURUS   (APR. 21 - MAY 21)
Queer Bulls hanker for connection as
Mercury enters Scorpio. Relationships enter
a new, more intense phase where the right
words can be spoken and passions ignite.
But don’t waste this energy on light, flirty
banter. It is time to speak from the heart and
soul. Get to the core. Looking for a
connection? Strike a match and see who
becomes inflamed. Bring it to a boil, lover.

GEMINI   (MAY 22 - JUNE 21)
What is it about the job that suddenly seems
so riveting and interesting? Mercury in
Scorpio has something to do with it. Gay
Twins think that they are very clever and
adroit and can adeptly maneuver through the
daily morass. Will you delegate your more
distasteful projects onto unsuspecting
drones? Try not to. Those who pass the hot
potato today eat it tomorrow.

CANCER   (JUNE 22 - JULY 23)
There is a burning, churning energy inside of
you as Mercury dives into Scorpio. Proud
Crabs become creative savants or the
ultimate party hearty hounds, at least for the
next three weeks. Will you dip into your
paintbox or your party favor kit? Ideas are
plentiful and your juices are flowing. So ply
whatever your trade is and make some
masterpieces. Er, make ‘em do what?

LEO   (JULY 24 - AUG. 23)
There are several domestic scenarios that are
in dire need of a change of direction or even
a complete upheaval. Change is apace
thanks to Mercury in passionate Scorpio.
Plan your new landscape from the comfort of
your living room lazee boy. But are you
lounging alone, proud Lion? Hire a nubile
gardener to help you plant a few seeds. Do I
see something sprouting...?

VIRGO   (AUG. 24 - SEPT. 23)
Recalcitrant queer Virgins are goaded into
expressing their opinion across a variety of
subjects when Mercury enters Scorpio.
Anything you say now is brimming with
passion and who can resist? But don’t just
go out and blow around the hot air. Be sure
that you have an agenda and a plan of
action. You only have three weeks to move
the masses. Blow hard....

LIBRA   (SEPT. 24 - OCT. 23)
Proud Libras are usually fairly acquisitive.
They love to surround themselves with
objects of beauty. Now, as Mercury enters
Scorpio, your greedy need for stuff
borders on obsession. Lock up your credit
card and hold off on any major purchases,
pardner. Before you know it you are
surrounded by a carnival of camp and a
truckload of trash. Hmm, on second
thought...

SCORPIO   (OCT. 24 - NOV. 22)
The joint is jumping and so are you.
Mercury enters your own sign and casts
you as the new shooting star in the
immediate universe. Proud Scorps have
some great ideas and must express them at
every opportunity. Some of your gems will
do more than just sparkle - they will
radiate. However, your idea for a  nude
aquatic rodeo is perhaps a bit before its
time.

SAGITTARIUS   (NOV. 23 - DEC. 22)
Happy is the Gay Archer who can harness
powerful Mercury in Scorpio. Rub a
crystal ball (anyone we know?) and see
what you divine during this particularly
prescient and intuitive phase. If you can
conjure a few new moves, you can advance
your personal agenda to new celestial
heights. Don’t bump your head on the
ceiling of limited imagination. How high is
up? You tell me.

CAPRICORN   (DEC. 23 - JAN. 20)
Friends seem to crawl out of the
woodwork, attracted by your great ideas
for a full range of wilde and intense
adventures. You become awash with
invitations and trawl with a large prideful
posse. How will you maximize and
maintain your sudden surge in popularity?
Mercury in Scorpio provides the grease
for the next three weeks. Rubadub Gay
Cap. Don’t slide off your perch.

AQUARIUS   (JAN. 21 - FEB. 19)
Aqueerians are careerists but sometimes
make foolishly naive political decisions
that can derail or detour their professional
success. Thank goodness Mercury moves
into Scorpio and gives you greater
strategic insights and an iron gut. You
become the shark rather than the bait.
Concentrate comrade and contemplate the
corporate corpus. Then make your move.
Shark attack!!

PISCES   (FEB. 20 - MAR. 20)
The world beckons, Guppie. Plan the
perfect getaway with    Mercury in Scorpio.
Your ideas can lead to a fabulous
adventure. If your budget or vacation time
is tight, you might try to expand and enrich
your immediate surrounding to make it
more exotic and interesting. You think that
staying close to home is a blessing in
disguise. Heck, why not get a new
disguise?
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I’ve recently been dealing with
three Tucson electrical contractors, all
utterly incompetent, and all foisted on me
by a giant nationwide home insurance
company.

It’s gotten me to wondering. The
only substantial amount of business I’ve
ever done in my life lye done in Tucson.
I’m wondering whether this fact doesn’t
drastically limit the validity of any
generalization I might attempt to make
about the way business is conducted in
America.

Take plumbers. As a landlord
with a dozen years of buying and renting
residential property under my belt, I ve
probably dealt with twenty Tucson
plumbing outfits. Of these 20 or so, I ve
found exactly one that I can rely on to show
up when they say they will every single
time.

It’s a little hard to believe that the
whole country is cursed with such
plumbing unreliability. Wouldn t the
national economy simply go down the
drain if that were the case? My answer is, “I
don’t know.

The same is true of Tucson rug
outfits, only more so. I’ve dealt with at
least a dozen. I’ve found exactly one that
shows up on time every time.

My favorite true rug story is of a
time when I needed an installation done by
a certain date because Id promised a tenant
that she could move in on that date. When
I checked to make sure the rug was in, I
opened the door to find the carpet still
rolled up in the living room with a note
pinned to it. The note read, “Sorry, I’m
having personal problems”

Again, can Tucson possibly be a
reflection of the country when it comes to
the way we do business? Wouldn’t the
country have collapsed? I don’t know.

Taking off my landlord’s hat to
replace it with my opining hat! should I be
allowed to tell my readers, and especially
my Tucson readers, who the one reliable
plumber and the one reliable rug outfit
turned out to be?

You say, ‘Hell yes. Tell us.
You’ve got freedom of speech. You’ve got
a journalistic duty to inform. Say
something useful for a change.”

But consider this: We live in a
culture where already rich celebrities are
paid large fortunes for endorsing products.
That being the case, the assumption would
be that anyone possessed of a public forum
who used that forum to endorse a
commercial enterprise would be likely to
receive remuneration from that enterprise
for that endorsement.

Never mind that anyone who
knows me would tell you that they haven’t
printed enough money to get me to endorse
a product or service. The assumption,
given our culture, is that everyone’s for
sale.

What do you mean, you wouldn t
endorse a product for money? Are you
saying that you’ re better than Michael
Jordan et al?

That question raises what I hope
is a subtle and interesting ethical issue. If
someone says that he wouldn’t do
something for any amount of money, does
that mean he’s claiming moral superiority
over everyone who would do the thing for
the dough?

My answer is an emphatic NO.
There’s no inconsistancy in saying that
some activity is not immoral and, at the
same time, that the activity doesn t appeal
to you, that in fact it completely repels
you.

It goes beyond mere tolerance.
You might find yourself thinking that an
item of clothing looks great on one of your
friends but you wouldn’t be caught dead in
it. A style of speech might seem perfectly
natural for a friend and perfectly
ridiculous for you.

But I still don’t feel comfortable,
given our current cultural practices,
telling you the name of the one reliable
plumber I ve found in Tucson or that of the
one reliable carpet guy. The irony of it! A
journalist falling short of real candor in
order to prevent a perception of impropri-
ety that he knows to be baseless.

Be of good cheer. The reliable
vendors I’m not telling you about charge a
lot more than the norm. The only reason to
use them, beside the obvious one of
controlling your blood pressure, is to
please tenants. In my business, keeping
tenants happy reduces the vacancies that
kill your bottom line.

Being able to reliably tell tenants
that certain things involving their comfort
and convenience are going to happen on
certain days is worth a whole lot of money.
That s a little landlording fact that most
Tucson electricians, plumbers and carpet
installers can’t

seem to wrap their minds around.

Thorn welcomes comments, suggestions
for future columns, and tips on local
skulduggery that ought to be exposed.
Write to Box 85571, Tucson, AZ 85754.
e-mail: Doid3@aol.com

Landlording And Opining

Survey:
Ellen Degeneres’
Coming Out Had
The Most Impact

LOS ANGELES - A survey conducted by
the Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian Center
reveals that most of its GLBT respondents
believe that Ellen DeGeneres is the public
figure who has “had the most positive
impact on society’s perception and
attitudes toward Lesbian and Gay people”
by virtue of her honesty about her sexual
orientation, Advocate.com reported.

The survey, released in conjunc-
tion with National Coming Out Day, put
DeGeneres at the top of the list with 49%
of votes, followed by Rosie O’Donnell
and Congressman Barney Frank tied with
11% each.

“Polls have shown that when an
individual knows someone who is Gay or
Lesbian, that person is far more likely to
support equal rights for the GLBT
community,” Jim Key, chief public affairs
officer of the LAGLC, said in a statement.
“Because Ellen has been so visible and
because she has such a warm, fun, and
caring persona, people feel like they know
her. When she bravely, loudly, and
proudly came out, I’m sure there are many
people who suddenly felt like they ‘knew’
their first Gay person.” Fifty-six percent
of respondents also indicated that the
media should ask the sexual orientation of
a politician who has supported anti-Gay
legislation.
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Capitol G/L Marriage Rally Marks
National Coming Out Day

WASHINGTON, D.C. -  Hundreds of
supporters of same-sex marriage rallied in
front of the Capitol Monday.  For several
dozen Californians it was the end of a cross-
country journey to promote Gay marriage,
reported 365Gay.com.

The National Marriage Equality
Express made stops over the past seven days in
Sacramento; Reno, Nev.; Laramie and
Cheyenne, Wyo.; Denver; St. Louis; India-
napolis; Columbus and Akron, Ohio; and
Pittsburgh.

The Express rolled onto the Upper
Senate Park just before 11 am.  Among the
riders was Equality California’s Molly
McKay resplendent in a white wedding gown,
and California Assembly member Mark Leno
(D-San Francisco).

Later in a speech before the crowd
Leno said that he is confident that a bill he is
planning to re-introduce in the Assembly will
pass and that Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
will sign it within the next year. If he is right, it
would make California only the second state
to allow same-sex marriage, after Massachu-
setts.

Other speakers warned that same-sex
marriage could still be banned in the US
Constitution if George W. Bush is reelected.
They encouraged people to sign voter
registration forms that were laid out on tables
nearby.

“We did this project because we
thought America needed to hear the voice for
equal marriage rights from those directly
impacted by marriage discrimination,” said
McKay.

The rally was timed to coincide with
National Coming Out Day.  Observances were
held in cities and town cross the country.  Most
universities had special forums on LGBT
rights and other events planned.

In Georgia, one of 11 states
considering Gay marriage bans in their state
constitutions The Indigo Girls, performed at a
rally in Atlanta.

“Today is the day to come out against
prejudice and stand up for liberties - such as
the right to marry - which should be granted to
all citizens,” said singer and guitarist Emily
Saliers during the rally in Woodruff Park.

Saliers and musical partner Amy Ray
performed as amendment opponents waved
signs reading “No to Deception: Vote No on
Amendment 1.”

National Coming Out Day is cel-
ebrated every Oct. 11 to mark the anniversary
of the 1987 March on Washington for Gay and
Lesbian Equality.

“I join the millions of Gays and
Lesbians, their families, friends and allies in
celebrating National Coming Out Day, said
John Kerry in a statement.

“For many Gay and Lesbians, living
honest and open lives can be a challenge.  Yet,
by being true to who they are, Gays and
Lesbians have helped to open our eyes to the
proud diversity of our nation and we recognize
and honor the countless contributions that Gay
and Lesbian Americans make everyday.”

President Bush did not issue a
Coming Out Day statement.

“Come Out. Speak Out. Vote.” was
the theme for this year’s National Coming Out
Day.

 “As politicians try to use Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender issues as a
wedge, we must be sure to get our friends and
families involved in the fight for equal rights.
Our allies are critical to winning equality,”
said Human Rights Campaign President
Cheryl Jacques in a prepared statement.

In December 2003, the HRC Foun-
dation conducted a public opinion poll of
LGBT people that found while 77 percent of
respondents consider themselves “out” as
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual or Transgender, only
32 percent talk to their parents about public
policy issues, and only 46 percent talk to their
brothers and sisters about such topics. In
contrast, respondents were much more likely
to speak frankly on these topics with casual

acquaintances (57 percent) or co-
workers (54 percent).

“It’s critical that every Ameri-
can who cares about equality vote this
year,” added Jacques.  “This is the
election of our lives and we need the
support of every friend, family member
and loved one.”

But, while Gay rights groups
were calling for marriage equality and
registering voters a  conservative
Christian group promoting “Gay conver-
sion” through a film shown in some
schools across the country.

“I Do Exist” profiles people
who claim to have been transformed by
faith into giving up homosexuality for a
straight lifestyle and features Robert
Spitzer, a Columbia University profes-
sor who claims homosexuality is a
matter of choice. Most of his research
has been debunked by the American
Association of Psychologists and the
APA.

Democrats Put New
Heat On Bush Over

Anti-G/L Policy

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Five Congres-
sional Democrats Wednesday, October
6, called for the Bush Administration to
fire Special Counsel Scott Bloch saying
he has refused to reinstate discrimina-
tion based on sexual orientation to the
list of prohibited personnel practices for
federal employment, reported
365Gay.com.

Last month Bloch said his
interpretation of a 1978 law intended to
protect employees and job applicants
from adverse personnel actions is that
Gay and Lesbian workers are not
covered.  He said that Gays, Lesbians
and Bisexuals cannot be covered as a
protected class because they are not
protected under the nation’s civil rights
laws.

The OSC in February began
removing references to sexual orienta-
tion-based discrimination from its com-
plaint form, the OSC basic brochure,
training slides and a two-page flier
entitled “Your Rights as a Federal
Employee.”

Following an uproar by Gay
leaders and some Democratic members
of Congress the White House said there
had been no change in policy and that
LGBT workers would continue to be
protected.

But a letter from the five to
Bloch in early April which called on him
to follow the White House directive has
not been answered.

On September 28 Bloch ac-
knowledged receipt of the April letter
but said only that he would reply at a
later date.

Today, the five, Reps. Eliot
Engel (D-NY) Tammy Baldwin (D-
Wisc.), Barney Frank (D-Mass.), George
Miller (D-Calif.) and Henry Waxman
(D-Calif.), accused Bloch of stonewall-
ing.

“The Bush Administration con-
tinues to allow a rogue agent to
undermine its own stated policy of not
discriminating based on sexual orienta-
tion,” said Engel.

“Scott Bloch, I fear, has
received a wink and a nod from the
White House - and he understands that
he should be doing everything he can to

Continued on Page Seventeen
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Dear Readers,

Dr. X  would like take a moment
to say thanks to all of you who got out this
weekend and participated in one or more
of the many activities geared towards the
local LGBTIAQQA (could this get any
longer?) community.  It was encouraging
to see so many of you out and proud, either
assisting with or partaking in events that
are held just for you.  It seems that many
more of you than usual were working and
volunteering at these functions, helping to
make these events bigger and better for the
rest of your community; and for that I
salute you.

There was one message that I
herd over and over again that I would like
to address.  Several times throughout the
weekend, both at OUToberFEST and at
the parade, I heard folks asking “ Why do
we do all this?  What are we supposed to be
proud of being Gay?”  After hearing this so
many times, I thought surely there must be
many more folks who feel this way who I
didn’t hear from.

Well, I’m here to give you my
own take on why you should be proud to be
Gay: you shouldn’t.  That’s right.  There is
nothing to be proud of in just being Gay.  If
you fall under one of the many letters of
that ever growing acronym above, you are
already aware that it is not about anything
you did.  It was not your choice.  It is
simply who you are.  It is who you were
born as.  Period.  You can no more take

credit for being Gay than you can for being
born with two legs or ten fingers.  Notice
that you never see a “Ten Fingers Pride”
parade marching down the street.

Pride and shame are defined by
Webster’s dictionary as emotions related to
something one has done or accomplished.
The reason to get out and march, rally, yell
and protest is not because you are proud, but
because you are not ashamed, and that is
distinctly different.  In this case, pride and
shame are not two sides of the same issue.
Get out there and show the rest of the world
that you are not ashamed of who you are.
You are not ashamed of who you love.  And
you are definitely not going to feel ashamed
just because someone else wants you to be.
If you have the courage to get out of bed
everyday, with your head up high, and look
a world full of people that would like you to
be ashamed of just being born right in the
eye and say no I will not go away—if you
can do that, that is something to be proud of.

I am proud of you all.

Dr. X

Democrats Put New
Heat On Bush

Wingspan launches the
Anti-Violence Project – 
a community initiative 
to assist lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender 
victims of discrimination, 
domestic violence, sexual 
assault and hate crimes.  
Call the Anti-Violence 
Project 24-Hour Crisis 
Line at 624-0348, or 
toll-free 1-800-553-9387.

Ending the violence.

Southern Arizona’s Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual & Transgender 
Community Center www.wingspan.org

weaken federal employee protections -
especially for Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual
employees.” Engel said, accusing Bloch of
‘neglect of duty’.

Last month the Social Security
Administration attempted to remove hard
won protections for Gay and Lesbian
workers from civil service labor contracts.
Following the 365Gay.com story it backed
down.

Bloch has defended his actions. In
a speech this week at the University of
Kansas Law School he said, “We simply
said, “‘We’re going to enforce the law as
written ... There was a huge, unnecessary
hullabaloo about it.”

Continued from Page Fourteen
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TUESDAY
COLORS - Open 11am for lunch, 5pm dinner.  Happy

Hour  4-7pm.  Domestic beers and well cocktails $2.25.  Karaoke
10:30pm to close w/Johnny DJ.

HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 3 pm. Happy Hour 3
– 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5
lg pitchers.  Tequila Tuesday:   $2.00 well margaritas, 50¢ off call
tequilas.  Karaoke with Calabaza Cabeza Karaoke 8 – 11:30 pm

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-7pm, Bare
Chest Nite- Bare it and get happy hour prices from 9 to close.
Progressive/Retro ‘80s dance with DJ Q.  9 to close

NOVEMBER BAR & GRILL - Open 1pm.  Karaoke with
Smiling Julie. Drink. Drink Specials available.   Happy Hour 4-7.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm. Free Pool til
4pm. WOODY’S - Open Noon.  $2 well or domestic til 7pm.
Bartender Calls It drink specials..

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any Tequila until
7pm  Beer Bust 3-7pm.

WEDNESDAY
COLORS - Open 11am for lunch; 5pm dinner.  Happy

Hour 4-7pm Domestic Beers or Well cocktails $2.25.
HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 3 pm. Happy Hour 3

– 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5
lg pitchers.  Free Pool all day.  Draught Beer Specials all day.
Beginning couples dance lessons with Amanda 7:30 – 8:30 pm.
Country DJ Jake plays 8:30 - close

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hours Noon-7pm, 9pm
“Diva-Licious” show w/Lucinda Holliday and guests.  HiNRG
Dancing with DJ-Q. All drink specials not available during  events.

NOVEMBER BAR & GRILL - Open 1pm.  Happy Hour
4-7   Karaoke w/Kim 8pm-12am.  Drink Specials all night. Kitchen
open until midnight for finger foods.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm. Free Pool til
4pm.  Draft Special 12-4pm. $2.75 Cuervo  Margaritas 4-8pm

WOODY’S - Open Noon.  $2 well or domestic beer til
7pm. Free Hot Dog Buffet 5-11pm. Underwear- fetish- leather
nite w/Gary and Chris along with GMHP. $1 off any drink or
bottled beer.(Excludes draft & schnapps) for all in leather or
underwear.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any Vodka until
7pm  Beer Bust 3-7pm.

THURSDAY
COLORS - Open 11am for lunch, 5pm dinner.  4-7pm

Happy Hour Domestic Beers or Well cocktails $2.25.  Karaoke
10:30 - close with Johnny DJ.

HOWL AT THE MOON –Open at 3 pm. Happy Hour 3
– 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5
lg pitchers.  $2.00 Mexican Beers all day.  Karaoke with David Z
from 8 to midnight.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hours Noon-7pm, DJ 9-1 All
drink specials not available during special events.

NOVEMBER BAR/GRILL -Open 1pm. Happy Hour 4-7
Kitchen closes 8:30 p.m.  Drink specials available.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am.  Patio  open 6pm. Free Pool
til 4pm.  Pool Tourney 7pm. $3 entry. Special prices for players.
Steak Nite (4th Thursday of each month).  Bring your own or get it
here $5.

WOODY’S - Open Noon.  $2 well or domestic beer til
7pm.  Free Pool 8 to close. Volleyball Court is Open.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any Bourbon til
7pm. Beer Bust 3-7pm.

FRIDAY
COLORS - Open 11am for lunch.  Dinner 5-10pm.

Happy Hour 4-7pm domestic beers or well cocktails $2.25.
HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 3 pm. Happy Hour 3

– 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5
lg pitchers.  Line Dance Lessons 7:30 to 8:30 pm. .

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hours Noon-7pm, Live Jazz
on the patio with the Susan 6-9pm.  Patio Bar 5-1pm. GoGo Boys
and Dance Party with DJ ‘T.C. Wildman’  9 to 1.  All drink specials
not available during

NOVEMBER BAR & GRILL - Open Noon. Fish Fry &
Shrimp Fry Noon to 8:30pm only $5.99. Happy Hour 4-7.  Drag
Show every Friday with Crystal Abrahms and Bunny FuFu and
guests. Disco dancing with DJ Paul after the show.
                  VENTURE-N - Open 8am.  Patio open 6pm. Free
Pool til 4pm.  DJ 9pm to close.

WOODY’S - Open Noon.  $2 well or domestic beer til
7pm.  Martini Party - Well Martini’s $2.00 4-8pm.  Call Martinis $3
from 4-8pm. Complimentary Shrimp Cocktail 4-8pm.  Patio Bar
Open 7pm - midnight.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any Gin until
7pm. Beeer Bust 3-7pm.  Kennel open 9pm.

SATURDAY
COLORS - Open 11am for lunch; 5-10pm full dinner.
HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 10:30 am.  Happy

Hour 3 – 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm
pitchers, $5 lg pitchers.  $3.00 Cheese Burger & Fries all day.
Country DJ with the best in country dance music 8:30 to close

IBT’s - 10am-5pm $4 Martinis and Daquaris. Happy
Hours Noon-7pm. Dance Party 9-1 w/DJ-Q.  All drink specials not
available during special events.

NOVEMBER BAR & GRILL - Open 1pm. Latino Night
1st & 2nd Saturday every month w/DJ Eduardo 8:30-close  Drink
specials available. Latino Drag Show  every 2nd Saturday.  3rd &
4th Saturdays Super Disco Mix with DJ Bing Bing.

VENTURE-N - Open 10am.  Patio Bar open 3pm.  Patio
Beer Bust 3-7pm.  DJ 9-1.

WOODY’S - Open 11am  $2 well or domestic beer. Til
7pm.  Patio Bar opens 5pm.  5-9pm Steak or Mahi Mahi BBQ with
all the trimmings $5.

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am. Beer Bust 3-7pm.   75¢
glass, $2.25 pitcher.  50¢ off any Rum 1pm to 7pm.  Beer Bust 3-
7pm.  Kennel Open 9pm.

MONDAY
COLORS - Open 11am for lunch; 5pm for dinner.

Happy Hour 4-7pm.  Domestic beer and well cocktails $2.25
HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 3 pm. Happy Hour 3

– 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm pitchers, $5
lg pitchers.  Monday Munchies 3 – 8 pm with reduced prices on
appetizers.   Pool Tournament 6:30 pm - $3 entry fee, bar
matches pot.  Draught Beer Specials for players.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-7pm,    All drink
specials not available during special events.

NOVEMBER BAR & GRILL - Open 1pm. Happy Hour 4-
7. Free Pool all day.  Drink Specials Available.

 VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm.  Free pool til
4pm.  $2.75 Skyy Martinis 4-8.  Free Hot Dogs.

WOODY’S - Open Noon. $2 well or domestic beer til
7pm.Karaoke w/Michael D. 9-1

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am. 50¢ off any Scotch until
7pm.  Beer Bust 3-7pm.

SUNDAY

COLORS - Fabulous Brunch 11am - 2pm with

complimentary mimosa.  Dinner 5-10pm..
HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 10:30 am.

Chuckwagon Breakfast 10:30 am – 1:30 pm, includes Bloody
Mary or Mimosa.  $2 Smirnoff Sunday.  DJ Jake playing country
favorites 8:30 pm to close.

IBT’s -Open Noon $1.75 Bloodys, Screws or Mimosas..
Sangria Party $2.50 from 4-1  Benefit B-B-Q and Beer Bust for
community organizations 5:30-8pm. Karaoke with Michael D. on
the patio 4:30-7:30.   8:30 shows or special events or Hi energy
dancing w/DJ ‘T.C. Wildman’. 9-close. All drink specials not
available during special events.

NOVEMBER BAR &  GRILL - Open 4pm. Free Pool all
day. Pool Tournament  5:30pm. $1.50 Hamburgers / $1.00 Ten
Ounce. Draft.  Drink Specials available.

VENTURE-N - Open 10am. Patio open 3pm. $1.75
Bloody Marys or Screws til 3pm Patio Beer Bust 3-7.Burger BBQ
5-7. Selection of burger meats to choose from. $2 proceeds go to
Pet Watch (helping HIV/AIDS clients with their veterinary bills).

WOODY’S -  Open 11am. Sunday Brunch 11:30 - 2:30.
Eggs and meat du jour plus BMs, Mims or Screws $5. $1.50
Bloody Marys, screwdrivers, Mimosas; Happy Hour 11am-8pm
$2  well or domestic beer Patio Bar open 5-close. Pick-up Beach
Volleyball games 5-?. $2.50 sirloin burger w/salad 5-9pm.
Karaoke with Michael D. 9pm

YARD DOG - Open Sundays 10am - 1am. Bloody
Marys or Screwdrivers $1.75 from 10am - 3pm.

.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13
#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join Jack for Canasta. If you don’t know
how to play, we’ll be glad to teach you. For reservations and
directions, please call Jack at 887-3736.
#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. The Circle of Men is a support group that
helps you deal with yourself and your relationships with others.
For directions and reservations, please call Tom at 591-2828.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14
Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Jim hosts Bridge Night. If you don’t know
how to play, they’ll teach you-and it’s a very relaxed
atmosphere. For reservations and directions, please call Jim at
790-8735

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16
#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 6:00 AM YARD SALE ––get rid of all that stuff just
taking up space in your attic or come and pick up some treasures.
For more info and directions, Jon or Noel at 881-5988
#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:30 a.m. Join Jack & Mike & Ed for a morning of
Volleyball. This is played for fun, and you’ll get to know some
nice guys as you play. For details and directions, please call Jack/
Mike at 881-5733 or Ed at 407-5733.
#3 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 2:30 - ? Jerry opens up his home to host this informal
afternoon/evening Potluck. Seating is limited to the first 30 to
RSVP. For details and directions, please contact Jerry at 529-
2269.
#4 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Steve hosts Pinochle Night. If you don’t
know how to play, but would like to learn, this is the place. For
more information, please call Steve at 664-2076

#1 -Tucson Prime Timers, Lunch/Business Meeting - Noon,
Home Town Buffet, 5101 N. Oracle Rd.
#2Tucson Prime Timers, Food & Drinks - 5:00 p.m., Woody’s,
3710 N. Oracle Rd.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17
AIDSwalk 2004.  Rillito Down.  Register at 791-WALK (9255.
Aidswalktucson.com benefitting the programs and services of
SAAF.  “Every Step Makes A Difference”.

#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 8:00 pm. Please join the MSN contingent at
AIDSWALK 2004 or help sponsor an MSN member, please
contact Danny at 349-5295
#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 pm Michael hosts Mah Jong Night. If you don’t
know how to play, but would like to learn, this is the place. For
more information, please call Michael at 326-3555

MONDAY OCTOBER 18
Tucson Prime Timers, Lunch - 12:30 p.m. The Wildcat House,
1800 N. Stone Ave.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19
#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. The Circle of Men is a support group that
helps you deal with yourself and your relationships with others.
For directions and reservations, please call Tom at 591-2828.
#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join the men of MSN for an evening out at
Rainbow Planet Coffee House. This is a chance to have a cup of
coffee and chat with the men of MSN. For more information,
please contact Ray at 247-2716.
#3 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): Last day to reserve for Brunch at Tanque Verde
Guest Ranch on the 24th. Please call Lloyd at 792-8537 for
details.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20
#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join Terry for Canasta. If you don’t know
how to play, we’ll be glad to teach you. For reservations and
directions, please call Terry at 577-2396.
#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. The Circle of Men is a support group that
helps you deal with yourself and your relationships with others.
For directions and reservations, please call Tom at 591-2828.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22
Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 pm. Join us for an evening of Dominoes,
“Mexican Train” to be more specific. Please call Karol at 744-
9017 for reservations and directions

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23
The Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Health Project is
hosting the LBT Health & Wewllness Fair, “Access To All Of
Us” form 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Registration for participants
will ne mailed Oct. 11.  For more information contact
Rowan,520-272-7836 of rowan@wingspan.org

Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Marv hosts Pinochle Night. If you don’t
know how to play, but would like to learn, this is the place. For
more information, please call Marv at 745-0304.

Tucson Prime Timers, Food & Drinks - 5:00 p.m., Woody’ s,

3710 N. Oracle Rd.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24
Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed) 12:30 pm join MSN for Brunch at the Tanque Verde
Guest Ranch. Lloyd hosts the popular, twice yearly event.
Reservations and $ for this event were due on 10/19. Contact
Lloyd for details at 792-8537.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 25
#1. Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join us for the “putting out the
Newsletter” Night. For reservations and directions, please call
Arlan at 323-7414.
#2. Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:30 p.m. Join us for the MSN Premiere of “Latter
Days” (after Newsletter Night). For reservations and directions,
please call Arlan at 323-7414.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26
#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. The Circle of Men is a support group that
helps you deal with yourself and your relationships with others.
For directions and reservations, please call Tom at 591-2828.
#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join the men of MSN for an evening out
at Rainbow Planet Coffee House. This is a chance to have a cup
of coffee and chat with the men of MSN. For more information,
please contact Ray at 247-2716.

Tucson Prime Timers, Lunch - 12:30 p.m., The Wildcat House,
1800 N. Stone Ave.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27
#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. Join Richard and T. Jay for Canasta. If you
don’t know how to play, we’ll be glad to teach you. For
reservations and directions, please call Richard and T. Jay at
881-7919.
#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men of all ages; newcomers
welcomed): 7:00 p.m. The Circle of Men is a support group that
helps you deal with yourself and your relationships with
others. For directions and reservations, please call Tom at 591-
2828.

.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13
IBT’S - The DivaLicious Show hosted by Lucinda Holliday, 9:00
p.m.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16
HOWL AT THE MOON - Line Dance Lessons with special guest
instructor Geri from Cash Inn Country in Phoenix.  7:30 to 9:30
p.m.

IBT’S - An Evening with Ajia Simone 8:30 p.m.  Hosted By Ajia
Simone with special guests.

YARD DOG SALOON - It’s Prime Rib Time again.  7:00 p.m. for
a great Prime Rib dinner with all the fixin’s Oly $8.00.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31 - HALLOWEEN
VENTURE-N - Halloween Party - Great Prizes.  Get your
costumes ready!

YARD DOG SALOON - The Tucson Knight Owls present their
Halloween Show “Witches and Bitches” plus a special Buffet from
7:00 to 8:00 p.m.$5.00 a plate.  Show st arts at 9:00 p[.m. - a
donation is requested since it is a benefit for TIHAN Christmas
dinners.
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DESERT PRIDE - Your store for Gay Pride and more!
611 N. Fourth Avenue, Tucson, AZ 85705  (Across from IBT’s, Next to Magpies.  Come See Us!)  (520)388-9829

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 25¢ PER WORD, $5.00 MINIMUM

CLASSIFIED ADS WILL  NOT BE TAKEN BY PHONE

HALLELUJAH RECOVERY DRUG & ALCOHOL 12-
STEP. Every Thursday 5:30-6:30pm at Cornerstone
Fellowship, 2902 N. Geronimo. 622-4626.

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE CLINIC provided
daily by the Pima County Health Department. Gay friendly.
Confidential. Treatment and Medication too! Any questions?
Call 624-8272

SOUTHERN ARIZONA AIDS FOUNDATION (SAAF),
375 S. EUCLID. Office Hours 8am to 5pm, Monday through
Friday. Direct services and emotional support for persons
with and affected by HIV. Anonymous HIV testing and
support groups available. Prevention education programs.
628-SAAF (7223). World wide web: http://www.saaf.org.
VOLUNTEERS WELCOME.

LESBIAN SUPPORT GROUP. Involving discussion,
support and activities. Designed to support each other. Meets
1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month from 6:30 to 8pm. Alternate
Saturdays the group meets for social activities. For info call
Dorian Easty. 882-7723 Facilitator.

P.F.L.A.G. - Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays - is a
support group available to anyone who has a son, daughter or
friend who is Gay. Call 575-8660 or write P.O. Box 36264,
Tucson, AZ 85740-6264. All replies confidential.

TUCSON GLBT AL-ANON GROUP meets Wednesdays at
7:00 p.m. at Wingspan, 300 E. 6th Street. Call 624-1779 for
more information.

YOUNG AND GAY?
GLBT Youth 23 and under, meet every Saturday in Tucson
for sharing, support and information. Meetings are held at
300 E. 6th Street from 3 to 4:30 pm. You are not alone. For
more info call Wingspan, 624-1779.

The TUCSON Chapter of PRIME TIMERS WORLDWIDE
invites Gay or Bisexual men  and  their admirers to join and
share Prime Timers fellowship. We  welcome mature men
(and admirers) who  wish to become involved with planned
and future Prime Timers (TPT) activities. Meetings
luncheons  and dinners  are held  monthly.  For dates, times
and information  call529-2269, leave  name and phone
number. Tucsonpt@primetimersww,org

TUCSON GAY INFORMATION AND REFERRAL
For Information on human service organizations, health and
mental health services, financial and government assistance,
emergency services such as food and shelter, education, etc.
Call Information and Referral 881-1794 - 8 am - 5 pm Mon.
- Fri.

AIDS HOTLINE - 326-AIDS. Hours M-F, 9:00 am to 10:00
pm. Information, counseling, HIV-related services, Tucson.

GAY OR BI-SEXUAL MEN in relationships with women.
Need friends you can talk to? Weekly support group meets
Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:00 pm. Licensed psychologist
facilitator. Call 745-6977 in Tucson for more information.
Strictly confidential.

WINGSPAN - Tucson’s Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual
Community Center, 300 E. 6th St., offers support groups /
info line / social events / library / meeting space. Volunteer
Opportunities. Board meetings every 2nd Thursday (open to
all), 6:00 p.m. Information 624-1779.

GREATER PHOENIX GAY & LESBIAN CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE (GPGLCC) P.O. BOX 2097, Phoenix, AZ
85001-2097. E-mail: webmaster@gpglcc.org or call
(602)225-8444.

SOURCES UNLIMITED, a Lesbian & Gay referral service.
Business and individual listings are free of charge. All
information available to anyone just simply by asking. 322-
5655. Leave message. TucsonSources@aol.com

GET NAKED with TNTucson MEN! We’re a social and
recreational club.  Have you ever longed to camp, swim, hike
or play with others who enjoy the same, dropping all the
masks and pretensions?  We;re for you!
TNTucsonMEN@nethere.com, P.O. Box 12176, Tucson
85792 or call 514-9894

INNER WISDOM - Try hypnotherapy for pain relief, past
life exploration and addiction release. Also available:
Spiritual Counseling and Dream Interpretation. 579-9020

BEARS OF THE OLD PUEBLO — a social club for bears
and bigger, more robust men (and of course, those who prefer
their company). For more info, Call the Bears Hotliine
(520)790-5775 or write P.O. Box 43910, Tucson, AZ
85733-3910 of visit our website at www.botop.com All are
welcome to our general meetings/potlucks on the 2nd Friday
of every month, 7pm at Sentinel Bldg. On the City of Tucson
Resource Campus, 310 N. Commerce Park Loop on Bonita
St. between St. Marys and Congress.

LESBIAN AND GAY AL-ANON - Affected by someone’s
drinking? Meeting every Tuesday 8:45 to 9:45 p.m. at
Lambda Center, 2940 E. Thomas, Phoenix. Ellie 581-8850
or Ronn 968-2384.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE GROUP - Outreach to Gay and
Lesbian people in Arizona. Meets monthly. Write to P.O.
Box 893, Phoenix, AZ 85001 or call Eddy Walters,
(602)371-1102

CRONIES SOCIAL GROUP. A Social group for Gay men
who enjoy the fellowship of their peers. Call Leo at 624-
6768.

T-SQUARES Lesbian and Gay square dance club meets
every Tuesday from 6:30-9:00 p.m. at Cornerstone
Fellowship Social Hall, 2902 N. Geronimo (near 1st Ave.
and Laguna). Open to All. Call Liz at 325-9466 or Ray at
749-5247.

LIGHTNING LIGHTING will provide lighting for AIDS
and related benefits at no charge. For more info call Adrienne
at 889-7298.

COME EXPLORE YOUR SPIRITUALITY! St. Philip’s in
the Hills Episcopal Church offers a variety of Gay and
Lesbian groups and services for the spiritually minded. Come
meet the Family! For more information call Debbie 579-9827
or David 323-7943.

LESBIAN/GAY WRITERS: Workshop at 7:00 p.m. third
Wednesday of every month. Read and critique current
projects. Network and support. For info call 325-4737.

DESERT VOICES, Tucson’s Gay & Lesbian Chorus. Want
to join? E-mail: www.desertvoices.org or call 791-9662 .

Join the LESBIAN & GAY PUBLIC AWARENESS
PROJECT. In Tucson write Awareness Project, 3661 N.
Campbell Ave. #365, Tucson, AZ 85719.

AA Meeting with HIV/AIDS focus, Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m.,
Wingspan Annex, 739 N. 4th Ave. All alcoholics welcome.

MEN’S SOCIAL NETWORK: Social organization for men
of all ages. Building an extended Gay family in Tucson.
Monthly social potluck gatherings the first Saturday of each
month and almost weekly social activities. Call 690-9565 for
information and a newsletter. Check the Non-Bar Calendar in
the Observer.

CARE TEAMS ARE AVAILABLE to offer support to
people living with HIV/AIDS. The Tucson Interfaith HIV/
AIDS Network offers trained, compassionate and committed
volunteers to provide services including friendly visits, light
housekeeping, assistance with meals, shopping, errands,
transportation and companionship for medical appointments,
and respite care for primary care givers. No judgement or
proselytizing - we are here to be of service. For information
call Scott at 299-6647.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SPORTS TEAMS and
updates on Gay Games 2002, contract TEAM ARIZONA at
their website: teamarizona.org

ARE YOU GAY OR BISEXUAL AND UNDER 21 YEARS
OF AGE? The Gay Young Men’s Project is now looking for
volunteers for the project. We need people who want to help
create a positive social change for young Gay men as well as
reduce the risk for HIV infection. For more information
please call 628-7223.

THE  MEN’S MASSAGE GROUP meets the 3rd Sunday of
each month. It is a good way to meet other men of all ages,
safely, and with the art of nurturing touch. There is a fee. You
must sign up in advance to participate. Call Marc at 881-
4582 for more information or sign up.

COMMUNITY BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (CBA),
Tucson’s Gay and Lesbian business networking group holds
regular meetings the third Thursday of every month. Call
615-6436 for more info.

TUCSON PRIDE, INC. (Formerly Tucson Lesbian and Gay
Alliance - TLGA) meets on the second Tuesday at 845 S.
Craycroft Road at 6pm. Tucson Pride events: Pride Week,
Gay West and OUToberFEST. Inquiries about support
groups and individual needs should be directed to Wingspan
and other local agencies listed here. For more information
call 622-3200 or visit the TPI website at
www.tucsonpride.com

LEARN TO BE A LISTENING FRIEND Unique Hospital
Volunteer Program teaches listening skills to Volunteers who
provide a safe/compassionate environment to at-risk
patients. Training every 6 weeks. 694-7063.

TUCSON INTERFAITH HIV/AIDS NETWORK (TIHAN),
a coalition of faith communities committed to a
compassionate response to HIV/AIDS, provides HIV
education in congregational settings, volunteer CareTeams
to support HIV+ persons, a referral network of HIV-
sensitive clergy, and interfaith services of healing and hope.
For more information call 299-6647.

ANONYMOUS HIV COUNSELING AND TESTING is
available through the Pima County Health Department at
sites throughout Tucson, Very Gay Friendly. For more
information or to make an appointment call 791-7676.

GRACE GROUP - CATHOLIC GAY/LESBIAN SUP-
PORT GROUP meets every 2nd and 4th Monday at 7:30
p.m. in the Madonna Hall at Saints Peter and Paul Catholic
Church, 1436 N. Campbell across from University Hospital.
For more info. Call Anabeli at 325-0892

SMART (Self Management And Recovery Training) a free
non-12-step self-help alternative for people working to
overcome addictive and other emotional problems meets in
Tucson Monday thru Thursdays at different locations. For
more information about SMART, contact Jennifer at 838-
3975.

AZdykes is a new email list for Lesbians living in Arizona.
For information mail tyan@theriver.com and request
guidelines.

OUTLOUD! Tucson’s premiere Local Lesbian and Gay
Radio Show, broadcast every Sunday from 7-8 pm on 91.3
FM, Community Radio KXCI.

THEATER / DINNER / ETC! Non-Smoking Lesbian
Network meets every 3rd Saturday night of each month. If
you’d like to meet women 35+ (flexible) and socialize in a
smoke-free environment 888-8010 before 10:00 p.m. The
group dines out and attends shows or movies. Now in their
16th year! (2nd in Tucson).

SOUTHERN  ARIZONA GENDER  ALLIANCE (SAGA).
The Southwest’s largest transgender and gender-variant
advocacy organization.  Speakers and panelists available.
General meetings monthly on the 1st Mondays at 7pm; Dezert
Girlz MTF Support) meets 2nd Mondays at 7pm; Dezert Boyz
(FTM Support) meets 3rd Tuesdays at 7pm.  Also serving
partners, youth, intersex, service providers and allies.  Call
(520)867-0083 for more info.

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR ALTERNA-
TIVE LIFESTYLES. Not a dating club. Discreet. Meetings

every Monday evening. Call for more info. APEX (Arizona
Power Exchange) 602-415-1123. 24-hr multi-choice
message including information, calendar and location.

ARIZONA AIDS POLICY ALLIANCE (AZAPA) seeks to
educate legislators and citizens about sound AIDS policy.
For more information write AZAPA, 6523 N. 14th St.,
#112, Phoenix, AZ 85014 or call 602-279-4805.

DESERT DOMINION, whose focus is providing
information and education for people interested in the
BDSM lifestyle, meets monthly for group discussion and
social events. Visit our web site http://
www.desertdominion.org or call (520)792-6424

SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS. Starting this Febru-
ary, the Tucson Rape crisis Center will be providing free
confidential group services for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender survivors of all manner of sexual assault.
Interested persons please call Mirto Stone, MSW, at 327-
1171 (if unavailable leave message with phone number.

AAPSP - ARIZONA ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC
SAFETY PROFESSIONALS: a confidential organization
committed to providing support and networking for all Gay,
Lesbian and Bisexual public safety professionals in
Arizona. Membership open to Law Enforcement Officers,
Firefighters, Probation, Parole and Corrections Officers
and civilians working within these agencies. Website:
AAPSP.org or e-mail: AAPSP@aol.com or call Dave
(520)745-9059 (Tucson) or Kim (602)534-6219 (Phoenix)

GLSEN - Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network
meets first Thursday of every month at 4:30pm at
Wingspan, 300 E. 6th Street. 743-4800.

TUCSON CATHOLIC GAY & LESBIAN FAMILY
MINISTRY. Currently meeting the 4th Monday of every
month at SS Peter & Paul Church, Madonna Hall 7:30 p.m.
to 9:00 p.m. Fr. Fiedler in attendance every meeting and
willing to speak one on one. Reaching out to Parents and
Families. For more info call Doc or Barbara 293-6624.

SAA (Sex Addicts Anonymous) has 5 meetings a week in
Tucson. People who wish to stop their compulsive sexual
behavior, please call (520) 745-0775 for current
information.

TUCSON GREATER SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION.
Interested? Call Kelly Quinn, (520)906-0669 and or Mona
Garcia 256-8728.

LUTHERANS CONCERNED — Tucson chapter for Gay/
Lesbian  Lutherans meets 3rd Sunday, 6:30 p.m. each
month at Santa Cruz Lutheran Church, 6809 S. Cardinal
Ave. For information visit www.lctucson.org write: LC,
7014 E. Golf Links Road, PMB 212, Tucson, AZ 85730.

ABUSIVE RELATIONSHIPS: Confidential individual or
group support for Gay, Bisexual or Trans men who are
victims/survivors of domestic violence. For more
information call 624-0348 (24-hour line)

REVEILLE GAY MEN’S CHORUS rehearses Tuesdays
7-10pm at MCC Church, 3269 N. Mountain. Have any
history/ experience singing? Join us!! Call 617-3100 for
more info.

“OUT ON THE TRAILS - EQUESTRIAN FUN!”
Rider Club forming. Looking for women and men to ride
together on the trails of Southern Arizona. Must have own
horse, truck and trailer. For more info write: “Out On The
Trails” P.O. Box 44045, Tucson, AZ 85733-4045
LIKE TO READ?
The Guys Book Club (TGBC) invites new members to join
them. The group meets once a month, on the 3rd Monday of
every month at 6:30 p.m. at Magpie’s Pizza on 4th Avenue
to discuss the Gay-themed book read by members the
previous month.

THE MAN TO MAN Social/erotic education club is the
tantric men’s group that offers passionate friendships, fun
activities and sex education. Marc 881-4582

GLBT Buddhist meditation group meets Sundays from 9:30
- 11:00 a.m. at the Wingspan annex space, 739 N. 4th Ave.
Please be willing to sit for two twenty minute sessions in
silence. All are welcome.

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP FOR VICTIM/SURVIVORS
OF Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Hate Crimes, Bias
Acts, Harassment.  Call Lori at Wingspan, 624-1779, ext.
20.  Services are free.

NEW TUCSON SOBRIETY SUPPORT GROUP.  Secular
Organizations for Sobriety - Sundays 8:00 - 9:30 p.m. at
739 N. 4th Avenue.  Contacts Rick R. 520-792-2604 or Gary
S. 520-323-1969.  More information at
www.secularhumanism.org/sos/  This group is an
alternative to 12-step programs.

MEN’S KINK DISCUSSION GROUP (Open to all who
identify as male and are 18 or older) meets 2nd Tuesday of
the month,  7:00 p.m. at Desert Dominion, 3843 E. 37th

Street, Tucson, AZ.  (Map available at
www.desertdominion,org) For those who are kinky or just
curious. No fee, contributions are appreciated, but not
required.

FREE Century 21 Heritage Client Match™.  WOW! That’s
what my clients are saying my exclusive computerized
matching service. We match needs of Tenants, Landlords,
Roommates, Buyers, and Sellers for Free. Includes Free
Advertising.  It is my way of saying thank you to the GLBT
community and our friends of the community.  Privacy
Guaranteed. First Come, First Served.  Del Sutton The
Spirit of Enthusiasm, Manager, Graduate of the
REALTOR® Institute, Certified Residential Specialist.
info@masterconsultants.net   Each Office is Independently
Owned and Operated

Private entrance, $325 mo, incl. utilities, Nurturing

environment, Central, Clean.  **Optional meal plan

available** 200465. Del Sutton CRS REALTOR®, Century

21 Heritage, 520 622-HOME (4611) 1055

Brick duplex, private backyard surrounded with greenery and

near colleges and hospitals. Central Call NOW. May be better

then renting.   Below $200,000.  Del Sutton CRS REALTOR®,

Century 21 Heritage. 520 622-HOME (4611) 1055

Clean brick home on 1/4 acre lot with unobstructed mountain

views and huge walled yard. Extra wide covered porch.

Kitchen & baths professionally upgraded w/new cabinets &

tile! Separate laundry room off garage. Lots of ceramic tile!

Appliances included.  Del Sutton CRS REALTOR®, Century

21 Heritage.  520 622-HOME (4611) 1055

3 ROOM STUDIO IN ARMORY PARK. $325/mo.  465-

1165. 1055

Body worker wanted, share office space, integrative health

practice, team of 2 acupuncturists & one psychotherapist, 10-

15 Hours per week @ the beautiful Ronstadt House, 1 year

lease required, fee under $200. mo, furnished tastefully,

“Healing Environment”.  Del Sutton CRS REALTOR®.

Century 21 Heritage, 520 622-HOME (4611) 1055

DO YOUR NAILS TALK TO YOU AT NIGHT?  Let me

translate: pedicure.... manicure... acrylics... please take care of

us!  Now through Oct. 16th $5 off pedicures, manicures and

acrylics.  All October: FREE hydrating mask and paraffin with

regularly priced pedicure; & FREE exfoliating scrub with

regularly priced manicure.  Be the envy of the party - Awesome

Halloween nail art available all month.  Call Janet 808-7355.

Nail Huetopia in Ahead of Style Hair & Nail Salon, 624-8400.

1055

SENSUOUS, EROTIC MEN’S FULL-BODY MASSAGE.

EIGHT YEARS Experience.  Satisfaction guaranteed.

Tucsons’$ Be$t Deal. $40/hour.  Evenings and Weekends

Only.  John, 327-3135. 1055

KNEADING TENSE SORE MUSCLES in  relaxed central

location.  Nurturing, stress relief body rub.  Affordable. 326-

8226 1055

RELAX WITH A FULL-BODY MASSAGE FOR MEN IN A

PRIVATE STUDIO on the West Side.  Call Ralph, 883-7496.

1061

FULL BODY SWEDISH MASSAGE FOR MEN.  Best rates

in Tucson!   Speedway and Swan area.  IN and OUT calls.  7

days. , 548-6314 1058

SACRED HEALING TOUCH.  Be smoothed, touched and

nurtured by strong, yet gentle hands.  In & Out, Days &

Evenings, sometimes at a  moment’s notice.  Call Glen, CMT

907-2551 for the touch you so richly deserve.  Experienced,

intuitive, athletic and kind. 1065

ENJOY A NICE TOUCH.  Attractive man offers a sensuous,

relaxing massage.  10am - 8p.m.  745-0231 1060

COMPUTERS EXTRAORDINAIRE: Your old system giving

you trouble?  Upgrade it for a reasonable price, or allow us to

tailor make a system just for you.  For home or business, we

come to you with friendly, quality installation, instruction and

service.  Call Carl today @ 977-2572 and get a free quote!

1060

BASIC THAI, DEEP TISSUE OR RELAXING MASSAGE

by a trained, caring male. .  Often at a moments notice. First

Time Discount! (520) 730-7966. 1056

TENSE?  STRESSED OUT? Relax for an hour with a full body

rub by Frank.  Private studio, off-street parking.  548-7019

days, evenings. 1061

HAVE  A TERRIFIC  TANTRIC  MASSAGE.  Enjoy the

quality of 22 years professional experience. The longest

existing massage Observer ad.. Call Marc-881-4582 from 8 to

6 p.m. 1058

 ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS

Let me keep your clothes fitting properly and in good repair.

Experienced -- Economical -- Prompt.  Merle Hudson,

(520)888-7264 in Tucson. 1060

  Details
Cleaning

No Job Too Small...Free Estimates

Mike & Steve
(520)514-1614

Weekly

Bi-Weeky

One Time

   Our Name Says It All

References Upon Request
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Nix G/L Marriage California
Attorney General Tells Court

SAN FRANCISCO - Domestic Partner-

ships yes, Gay marriage no, California’s

attorney general told a Superior Court

Friday, October 8, reported 365Gay.com.

In a legal brief filed with the court

Attorney General Bill Lockyer said that the

California Constitution does not prohibit

laws barring same-sex marriage.

Lawsuits brought by the city of

San Francisco and couples who married

last winter in the city say that a state law

which prevents Gay couples from marrying

is unconstitutional by violating the Califor-

nia provisions of equality.

The case is being keenly watched

not only by Gays and Lesbians but also by

both Democrats and Republicans. Lockyer,

a Democrat has expressed interest in

running for governor in 2006.

Lockyer argues that the court has

an obligation to defend traditional mar-

riage, but, says the brief, valid and

committed relationships of same-sex

couples must also be recognized.

It was the state’s opening salvo in

a case that will ultimately be decided by the

California Supreme Court.

The case was precipitated after

San Francisco began issuing marriage

licenses to same-sex couples last February.

Thousands of other couples from across the

country followed them in getting marriage

licenses until the California Supreme Court

in March ordered the city to stop.

“Committed and loving relation-

ships between two individuals deserve

recognition under California law,” Lockyer

said in the state brief.

“The obligations and benefits that

attend such relationships form the corner-

stone of nurturing families and a stable

society.  For more than a century, however,

the people of California have affirmed

through initiative and by the actions of their

elected state legislators that those obliga-

tions and benefits are available through

marriage to opposite-sex couples, and,

now, through domestic partnerships to

same-sex couples.  Any change to this long-

standing policy is best reserved to the

judgment of the voters and the state

legislature.”

Lockyer argues that state law

should be upheld regardless of what

standard of judicial scrutiny is applied. In

its brief, the state contends the trial court

should apply a “rational basis” review.

Under this standard, state laws are

presumed to be constitutional and will be

upheld against challenge if they are

“rationally related” to a legitimate state

interest.  The Attorney General argues that

it is not irrational to extend to same-sex

couples substantially all the rights and

benefits afforded to married couples while

maintaining the common and traditional

understanding of marriage.

The Attorney General’s brief

however rejects, as contrary to California

policy, certain arguments that have been

used in other states to justify laws

prohibiting recognition of same-sex mar-

riages.  In some states, opponents of same-

sex marriage have alleged that same-sex

relationships are less committed or stable

than opposite-sex relationships, and that

same-sex couples would place children at

risk.  The Attorney General dismisses these

arguments as false and inconsistent with

California law, which extends to registered

domestic partners the “same rights,

protections, and benefits” afforded oppo-

site-sex spouses.

The Attorney General also argues

that because of the significant policy

implications associated with defining

marriage under California law, the legisla-

tive and electoral processes are the

appropriate avenues for making changes in

the future.

That future may come early next

year.  Assemblyman Mark Leno (D-San

Francisco) is preparing to introduce a bill

to allow Gay couples in the state to obtain

marriage licenses.  The bill has the support

of the Majority leader and will likely pass

the House but its success in the Senate is

uncertain. Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger

has said in the past that he would not object

to Gay marriage if it were approved by the

Assembly.

The parties in the case are to meet

in court on Oct. 26 for a schedule setting

conference.

Last month the state’s domestic

partner law was ruled valid in a case

brought by a Christian conservative group.

Hate Crimes Bill
Dies In U.S. House

WASHINGTON, D.C. - On Thursday,

October 7, House Republican negotiators

rejected a Senate-approved proposal to

include crimes targeting Gay men and

Lesbians in the nation’s federal hate-

crimes law, the Gay.com/PlanetOut.com

Network reported.

The Local Law Enforcement

Enhancement Act (LLEEA) would have

added real or perceived sexual orientation,

gender and disability to federal hate crime

laws, thus allowing the federal government

the ability to provide assistance for the

investigation and prosecution of hate

crimes based on these categories.

Current hate crime laws cover

offenses based on race, color, religion or

national origin.

According to the Washington

Post, opponents argued that the bill

punished thought rather than action. The

paper claims the proposal was scuttled

during a conference of House and Senate

members while they worked on the 2005

defense authorization bill. In June the

Senate amended the defense bill to include

LLEEA.

The bill was supported by Sens.

Edward M. Kennedy, D-Mass., and

Gordon Smith, R-Ore. They argued federal

hate crime laws needed to cover Gays and

Lesbians in order to protect all hate-crimes

victims.

Kennedy blamed the White House

and House GOP leadership for the bill’s

failure. “We will be back again and again,

and we will continue to bring this

legislation up every opportunity we can

until it is signed into law,” he said in a

prepared statement.

“Broad bipartisan support for this

bill didn’t stop the House GOP leadership

from ensuring its demise,” said Human

Rights Campaign (HRC) President Cheryl

Jacques in a prepared statement on

Thursday.

“It’s just five days away from the

anniversary of Matthew Shepard’s death,

and another year will go by without

adequate hate crimes protections. That’s

shameful,” Jacques said. “Even worse are

the political motives behind it. Instead of

promoting hate crimes protections, the

president is promoting discrimination.

Voters will remember that on Nov. 2.”


