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HHS Under Fire For Removing
Gay Advice Section From

Website
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WASHINGTON, D.C. - At least one
member of Congress is seeking
answers to the mysterious disappear-
ance of section on the Health and
Human Services Web site that deals
with Gay sexuality, 365Gay.com
reported.

The content offered advice for
parents on how to talk to their children
about sex, sexuality and sexual
health.  It contained links to a number
of resources including PFLAG, Par-
ents and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays.

The material was taken down
in January, 11 days after the conser-
vative Family Research Council is-
sued a public letter to HHS Secretary
Michael Leavitt, complaining that the
Web site was “loaded with biased,
politically-charged language, such as
condemnations of so-called ‘homopho-
bia,’ ‘heterosexism,’ and ‘sexual preju-
dice’.”

The FRC demanded a prompt
response from Leavitt. It also called on
its members to contact the agency and
complain that the site “uses material
from pro-homosexual activist groups
such as ... Parents, Families, and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG)
... “

When the site was removed
the FRC immediately proclaimed
victory and cited a letter from Leavitt’s
office indicating that the content had
been removed because it was not
within the mission of HHS.

“This shouldn’t be about
politics or fringe ideology. It should be
about the responsibility of the govern-
ment to provide complete, accurate
and accessible health information that
serves all Americans effectively,
including our GLBT loved ones,” said
Jody M. Huckaby, PFLAG’s executive
director.

“HHS has removed basic health
information on one site at the demands
of an extremist group, and has com-
pletely omitted all content about GLBT
youth on another. This is outrageous
and unacceptable.

Rep. Tammy Baldwin (D-WI)
demanded a full explanation from
Leavitt. Baldwin, who is openly Lesbian,
also is circulating a letter among other
members of Congress calling for the
material to be reinstated.

The HHS Web site came under
fire last year from LGBT groups over
language and advice it gave parents of
Gays. In May it was rewritten with help
from organizations like PFLAG. The
term “alternative lifestyle” was replaced
with “Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender lifestyle,” which addressed
the concern that the Bush administration
was labeling sexual orientation as
choice.

In addition, the portion telling
parents of Gay children to consider
seeing a family therapist who shares
their values was changed to say
“counselors and other health profes-
sionals may be helpful to both teens and
parents when addressing difficult is-
sues.”

TUCSON - Thirty religious garments
representing clerics forced to stop
ministering because of their sexual-
ity were on display Feb. 25 and 26,
the Arizona Daily Star reported.  The
stoles were at St. Mark’s Presbyte-
rian Church in Midtown, and are
among a collection of more than
1,000 that make up the “Shower of
Stoles” — a Minneapolis-based project
that aims to end what it says is
religious discrimination against Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender
people.

A stole is a long, narrow strip
of cloth that many clerics wear
draped around the neck. The stole
project began in 1995 with Presbyte-
rian minister Martha Juillerat, who
gave up her ordination credentials
after revealing she was in a same-
sex relationship with another
clergywoman. The Shower of Stoles
has been compared to the AIDS quilt
and the Vietnam Memorial. The 500
members of St. Mark’s are inviting
the public to view the exhibit and the
stories that accompany them.

“What we have been quietly
practicing as a congregation needed
to be proclaimed more boldly to the
world around us,” said the Rev.
Stuart Taylor, co-pastor of St.
Mark’s, which is part of the national
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). “When
we speak of justice and Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender
persons in the church, we tend to
think about things such as barriers to
ordination, discrimination and insti-
tutional censure. At the heart of all

these issues, however, are people —
individuals who are trying to respond
faithfully to God’s call in their lives,
even while their churches enact
policies that reject, condemn and limit
their service.”

Most major Christian denomi-
nations, including the 2.4 million-
member Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.),
do not allow non-celibate Gay and
Lesbian people to be ordained. But
religious groups, including the Pres-
byterians, have for years been fighting
bitterly over the issue. The Presbyteri-
ans will meet in June for their biennial
General Assembly, and it’s still
unclear whether there will be any
action on the Gay and Lesbian
ordination issue.  A conservative
movement of Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) members has formed to
ensure current policy on homosexuals
remains, and debate over the issue
has threatened to split the denomina-
tion.

St. Mark’s, one of 13 Tucson-
area churches that belong to the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), has
adopted a statement of welcome to
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender people. The congrega-
tion is in what’s called a discernment
process to decide whether to become
a “More Light” Presbyterian Church —
one that opposes national church
policy by supporting ordination of
sexually active Gay, Lesbian, Bi-
sexual and Transgender people as
ministers and church elders. There
are currently no More Light churches
in Tucson.
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Members of the social justice
committee at St. Mark’s thought the
stole project would be educational for
not only the congregation, but the
Tucson community. “We hear the
issues, but we forget the people
behind them,” committee member
Rebecca Cook said. Each stole is
accompanied by a card that tells the
owner’s story. The entire Shower of
Stoles collection includes stoles from
five countries and 23 denominations,
including the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, the Roman
Catholic Church, the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints and the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

“Shower Of Stoles”“Shower Of Stoles”“Shower Of Stoles”“Shower Of Stoles”“Shower Of Stoles”

Arizona Catholic Bishops
Endorse PMAA

PHOENIX - The three bishops who lead
Arizona Catholics on Tuesday (Feb. 28)
endorsed an initiative to amend the
state constitution to prohibit same-sex
marriages and gave the green light for
supporters to use church property to
collect signatures, reported the Associ-
ated Press.

“It is in the context of Catholic
teaching on marriage that we choose at
this time to state our support for the
amendment,” Bishops Gerald Kicanas
of Tucson, Thomas Olmsted of Phoenix
and Donald Pelotte of Gallup, N.M., said
in a joint statement.

The amendment, the bish-
ops said, would “preserve the unique
and irreplaceable status that mar-
riage always has held in our society.”

The bishops also said initia-
tive supporters may use churches,
parish offices and other church
property to collect voter signatures
on petitions to qualify the initiative for
the November ballot, but they said
advance permission is also needed
from pastors.

The PMAA (Protect Mar-
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be construed as indication of the sexual

orientation of such person, organization or
advertisers or any employees thereof.

Opinions that are expressed in Letters to the
Editor or columns by contributors are not

necessarily those of the OBSERVER, its staff
or advertisers.  OBSERVER assumes

responsibility for its own editorial policy only.

Although OBSERVER has many fine
advertisers, we do not accept responsibility

for any claims made pertaining to their
products and/or services.

*
Permission to reprint (except for separately
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Pima County/Tucson
Women’s Commis-
sion Anniversary

Luncheon March 8

Don’t Miss The 2006
Wingspan FilmFest

March 10 - 12

Muscles, Mustaches
And Cut-Off Shorts

Fuel Film At Loft
Cinema March 17

TUCSON - The Wingspan FilmFest
will be showing March 10 through 12
at the Loft Cinema in Tucson. In its
11th year, the FilmFest is Southern
Arizona’s showcase for great LGBT
film on the big screen.

All films will be screened at
the Loft Cinema, 3233 E. Speedway.
Films to be shown are: 100 Percent
Woman, 20 Centimeters,  Both, Boy
Wonder, Brian and Lazzio, Brooklyn’s
Bridge to Jordan, Cairo Calling, Call
Me Malcolm, Coming Out at Work is
Hard to Do, Damage, Dani & Alice,
Don’t Tell, Don’t Ask, El Favor,
eXposed, Gay Volleyball Saved My
Life, Girl Named Kai, A, Gloriously
Free, Hitch Cock, In My Shoes:
Stories of Youth with LGBT Families,
Inclinations, Liselda’s Birthday, Mexi-
can Refugee (Mexicano Refugiado),
Mia’s Journal, Mom,

Moustache, OpenCam, Origi-
nal Pride: The Satyrs Motorcycle Club,
Overdue Conversation, Placebo, Prom
Night, Proteus Point, Queer Mexicana,
Rosario Miranda, Search for Her,
Standing Up, Straight Acting, Such
Great Joy, The Reception, Tomboys!
Feisty Girls & Spirited Women,
Whatever It Takes and Who’s the
Top?

To purchase passes, go
online to wingspan.org/FilmFest/
index.php, or for more information, go
to the same site or call (520) 624-
1779.

riage Arizona Amendment) would add
a new amendment to the Arizona
constitution defining “marriage” as
between one man and one woman. It
also would prohibit state and local
governments from granting marriage-
like legal status to unmarried people
or relationships other than defined as
“marriage.”

Continued from Page OneContinued from Page OneContinued from Page OneContinued from Page OneContinued from Page One

Tucson Cathloic
Bishops Endorse

PMAA

TUCSON - On Mar. 8, 11:30 a.m., to 1
p.m., at the Historic Manning House,
450 W. Paseo Redondo, the Pima
County/Tucson Women’s Commis-
sion will be having their 30th anniver-
sary

Join in as they celebrate 30
years of standing up for women’s
rights.  The keynote speaker for this
special event will be Elizabeth
Gonzalez-Gann, National Minority
Female Entrepreneur of the Year

According to the Commission,
this lunch is a fund raiser for the restart
of their “Skills for Women” program, as
well as the other services offered.
Tickets are $45, $20 of the ticket price
is tax-deductible. Space is limited. To
purchase tickets, or for more informa-
tion, (520) 624-8318.

TUCSON - GAY SEX IN THE
SEVENTIES, a “steamy romp” from
filmmaker Joseph Lovett, opens at
The Loft Cinema, 3233 E. Speedway,
Friday, Mar, 17.  Lovett, utilizes
interviews, rare archival footage,
period music and film clips to explore
the Gay revolution of the swinging
1970s, aka the “golden era of Gay
sex,” and looks at how this
earthshaking moment in Gay history
forever changed the social, political
and sexual landscape for future
generations.

The film has garnered rave
reviews from such sources as The
New York Times ( “Erotic Utopia”),
Entertainment Weekly (“It was wilder
than you thought ...”), The L.A. Times
(“Sex, brotherhood and proud de-
bauchery”), and Film Threat (“Gay
Sex in the 70s is a blast: Get some!”),
among many others. It was also
named Best Feature Documentary at
the OUTTAKES 2005 Dallas Lesbian
and Gay Film Festival.

For more information, call Jeff
Yanc, (520) 322-5638, or go online to:
loftcinema.com.

LGBT Health Needs
Assessment Com-

munity Forum Mar. 8
TUCSON - LGBT Arizonans with a
registered domestic partnership are
much more likely to have health
insurance according to a recent
survey.  However, less than 20% of the
people in the survey who said they
were partnered said they had regis-
tered as domestic partners.  Domestic
partner registries that give civic
recognition to unmarried partners are
legal in only a few cities in Arizona
including Tucson. The survey col-
lected data from 657 LGBT people
residing in seven different counties
and 50 different Arizona cities.

Just under 80% of partnered
LGBT people in the survey who aren’t
registered as domestic partners have
health insurance while 92% of
partnered persons who are registered
have health insurance. About two-
thirds of the persons completing the
survey said they have disclosed their
sexual orientation to a health care
provider while just over 20% said they
have no health insurance.  When
asked which health issues were their
highest priorities, LGBT Arizonans
said fitness/exercise, nutrition, can-
cer, depression/anxiety, and heart
disease were their top choices.

Even so, almost one/third of
persons completing the survey said
they had smoked in the last 30 days.
By comparison about 20% of the rest
of the Arizona general population
acknowledges smoking in the last 30
days.

The survey is part of a larger
effort sponsored by Wingspan to
assess the health needs of LGBT
Arizonans.  The project began in
September and includes focus groups
and interviews with health profession-
als and LGBT leaders in Phoenix,
Tucson, Prescott, and the Verde
Valley.

A community forum at Wing-
span in Tucson on Mar. 8,  6 p.m.,  will
review the results of the health project
and solicit comments about what the
results mean.  Alan Nyitray, Kathy
Altman, and Becky Corran are con-
sultants on the project and according
to Corran, “It’s important that persons
from LGBT communities comment
and give us feedback on the data
we’ve gathered. We’re sure there are
implications in the material that we
haven’t considered yet.  That’s why
the community forums are important.”
The consultants will also hold commu-
nity forums in Phoenix and Yavapai
County to solicit additional feedback.

The surveys were primarily
collected at LGBT festivals in Phoe-
nix, Tucson, Prescott, and the Verde
Valley.  70% of respondents were
Caucasian, 60% were female, and just
over 60% said they were partnered.
The survey was funded by the Arizona
Department of Health Services through
a grant to Wingspan.

IBT’s Burger And
Beer Bust March 5

TUCSON - IBT’s, 616 N. Fourth
Avenue, will be hosting a burger and
beer bust, Sunday, Mar. 5, 5 - 8 p.m.,
with proceeds going to Arizona
Together to defeat the proposed
Protect Marriage Arizona amendment.

For this community event,
patrons pay $5 and get one burger and
either five (5) Budweisers or Bud
Lights, or a non-alcoholic drink upon
request, and the scheduled organiza-
tion gets the entirety of the proceeds.

So spend a Sunday afternoon
at IBT’s and help the community out.



WEEKLY OBSERVER PAGE THREEMARCH 1, 2006

Westenhoeffer At
The Rialto March 3

TUCSON - Open Lesbian comic,
Suzanne Westenhoefer, brings her
wit, wisdom and laughter to the Old
Pueblo when she will be appearing at
the Rialto Theatre, Mar. 3, 8 p.m.

Raised in The Pennsylvania
Amish country, Suzanne always loved
being the center of attention, so she
naturally gravitated to acting in school.
After graduating from college, with a
BFA, like so many aspiring actors, she
moved to New York City and became a
bartender. Finally, she was dared to
enter a comedy contest at a popular
cabaret in the West Village and won
first prize. From then on, she was
hooked on comedy and everyone who
saw her was hooked on her. Suzanne
then began doing stand-up as one of
the first openly Gay comedians
performing Gay comedy to straight
audiences in mainstream comedy
clubs. In 1991, Suzanne appeared on
a groundbreaking episode of the Sally
Jesse Raphael show called, “Breaking
the Lesbian Stereotype…Lesbians Who
Don’t Look Like Lesbians”. Says,
Suzanne, “In the 12 years since that
showed aired, I still get mail from
people who tell me how that show
changed their lives. It changed mine
too.”

Her television appearances
include, The Late Show with David
Letterman, Comedy Central, Evening
at the Improv, Caroline’s Comedy
Hour and Politically Incorrect. Her
HBO comedy special, the first by an
openly Gay comic, was nominated for
a Cable Ace award.  Her live
engagements include theatres, clubs,
colleges, large fundraisers, and social
events across the USA and Canada.
Suzanne continues to perform over
100 live comedy concerts a year. She
is currently touring with a new show

Kyle Lawson To
Share Story Mar. 6

TUCSON - “I know the military is ready
for an openly Gay soldier.” — Kyle
Lawson

You may remember reading
the courageous story of Gay Army
Private Kyle Lawson, who was
attacked by a fellow soldier once word
of his sexual orientation got around
Fort Huachuca, which is 75 miles
southeast of Tucson. Shortly after the
initial assault, another soldier, bran-
dishing a knife, threatened Kyle.
Kyle’s story made national news as an
example of how “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’
doesn’t work.

Since the story first broke,
Kyle has been honorably discharged,
is back in his hometown of Tucson and
will be talking at Wingspan, 425 E. 7th

St., Monday, Mar. 6, 6:30 - 8 p.m.,
about his life as an out gay soldier and
his new life as a civilian.

Join in to hear from Kyle first-
hand about what happened, what his
plans are, and how he wants to
working on ridding the army of its anti-
Gay policies.

that has no name, but she’s open to
suggestions. Suzanne’s CD, NOTH-
ING IN MY CLOSET BUT MY
CLOTHES is a best-seller and won the
GLAMA award for best comedy CD in
1999. I’M NOT CINDY BRADY, won
acclaim as best comedy CD of the
year from GLAMA (Gay and Lesbian
American Music Award). Her third CD
is titled, “Guaranteed Fresh.” In-
between shows and being on the road,
Suzanne has acted in independent
films , co- hosted fundraisers (Project
Angelfood) with Eric McCormack,
hosted and headlined at the Montreal
Comedy Festival, and appeared on
HBO’s Arli$$. Suzanne was nomi-
nated for the prestigious GLAAD
media award for best Los Angeles
theatrical production. (A first for stand-
up.)

Tickets are $25 for the floor
and $20 for balcony seats.  To order
tickets, call (520) 740-1000, or go
online to rialtotheatre.com.

Jell-O Committee
Seeks Wrestlers

TUCSON - On Sunday, May 7,  you
can slip into something cool and
colorful to help raise funds for the
Southern Arizona AIDS Foundation
(SAAF) in a unique and pleasurable
way. The 19th anniversary of the Reno
Gannon Memorial Jell-O Extrava-
ganza and Benefit Auction will take
place that day at Woody’s, 3710 N.
Oracle Rd., 2:00 p.m.

The Jell-O committee is now
seeking wrestlers who want to flaunt
their creative talents to put on a great
show for the crowd while raising
important and needed funds for SAAF
through sponsorships for their wres-
tling match. Each wrestler is asked to
raise a minimum of $150 and this year
wrestlers will again be able to solicit
donations online by creating their own
web page and emailing it to potential
supporters.

Funds raised through Jell-O
Wrestling assist SAAF with its mission
to help people living with HIV/AIDS
and make available vital HIV preven-
tion and education programs for at-
risk groups within the LGBT commu-
nity and throughout Tucson.  Please
visit the Jell-O website at jello-
wrestling.com to submit your applica-
tion to wrestle, or contact Mae
Krueger, (520) 628-7223 or by email at
events@saaf.org.
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Federal Funds Cut For Abstinence
Program For Proselytizing

 FBI e-Mails Cited Abusive Methods
At Guatanamo

WASHINGTON - Military interroga-
tors posing as FBI agents at the U.S.
detention center at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, wrapped terrorism suspects in
an Israeli flag and forced them to
watch homosexual pornography un-
der strobe lights during interrogation
sessions that lasted as long as 18
hours, according to one of a batch of
FBI memos released Thursday (Fed.
23), reported Knight-Ridder.

FBI agents working at the
prison complained about the military
interrogators’ techniques in e-mails to
their superiors from 2002 to 2004, 54
e-mails released by the American Civil
Liberties Union showed. The agents
tried to get the military interrogators to
follow a less coercive approach and
warned that the harsh methods could
hinder future criminal prosecutions of
terrorists because information gained
illegally is inadmissible in court.

Maj. Gen. Geoffrey Miller,
who was in charge of the prison at the
time, overrode the FBI agents’ pro-
tests, according to the documents.
“These documents show that the
abuse at Guantanamo and Abu Ghraib
was not caused by rogue elements but
rather it was the consequence of
policies that were deliberately adopted
by senior military and Pentagon
officials,” said Jameel Jaffer, an ACLU
lawyer. “We think this should provide
further reason to hold senior officials,
not just low-ranking soldiers, account-
able for the torture of prisoners.”

One of the memos said:
“Although MGEN (Maj. Gen.) Miller
acknowledged positive aspects of (the
FBI’s) approach, it was apparent that
he favored (military) interrogation

methods, despite FBI assertions that
such methods could easily result in
the elicitation of unreliable and legally
inadmissible information,” said one
memo from May 2003 by an agent with
the FBI’s Behavioral Analysis Unit.

Miller later left Guantanamo
and was sent to Iraq under orders to
find better ways of extracting intelli-
gence from prisoners at Abu Ghraib
and other American detention facili-
ties. He advocated that guards help
set the conditions for interrogations.
Photos taken in Abu Ghraib in 2003
showed guards physically abusing
and sexually humiliating prisoners.

Lt. Cmdr. J.D. Gordon, a
Pentagon spokesman, called the
ACLU’s release of the documents
“another example of recycling old
information.” The Pentagon has con-
ducted 12 major investigations and
reviews and has never found a
“(Department of Defense) policy that
ever encouraged or condoned abuse
of detainees at Guantanamo,” he said.

The FBI memos originally
were released in 2004 under the
Freedom of Information Act as part of
a lawsuit by the ACLU, but were
largely censored. The latest batch
contained extensive information that
had been blocked out originally.
According to the memos, the FBI
favored a law-enforcement approach
geared toward collecting evidence
that could be used later in prosecu-
tions, while military officials preferred
a more psychologically and physically
aggressive approach derived from
counterinterrogation methods taught
at the Army’s survival school.

WASHINGTON, D.C. - A nationwide
abstinence-only program lost federal
funding Wednesday (Feb. 22) after a
lawsuit accusing the program of using
the money for Christian evangeliza-
tion was settled between the ACLU
and the Department of Health and
Human Services.

The settlement means the
Silver Ring Thing, which doles out
silver rings to remind young people of
their promise to abstain from sex, will
not be eligible for federal money
unless it changes its program to
ensure the money isn’t used for
religious purposes. The organization
has received more than $1 million in
federal funding during the past three
years, the Associated Press reported.
The American Civil Liberties Union
filed suit against the program in U.S.
District Court in Boston in May.

In August, the Department of
Health and Human Services sus-
pended funding for the program,
saying, “The federal project that is
funded . . . includes both secular and
religious components that are not
adequately separated.” The govern-
ment terminated the grant effective
Jan. 31. If it separates abstinence
education from religious education,
the Silver Ring Thing can reapply for
federal funding for the upcoming fiscal
year. Matt Coles, the director of the
ACLU’s Lesbian & Gay Rights and
AIDS Projects, said the settlement is
important to LGBT Americans. “What
the abstinence program says is: To
have a meaningful relationship you
have to abstain to get married,” he
said.

“To Gay people it says you
should never have sex. You should
never be intimate. I think that’s
demeaning.” Charu Chandrasekhar,
staff attorney fellow at the ACLU
Reproductive Freedom Project, added,
“Abstinence-only education programs
are problematic for a range of reasons.
They create a hostile environment for
Gay and Lesbian teens and deny them
vital information about protecting their
health.” “Many of these programs
address same-sex relationships only
in the context of promiscuity and
disease,” said Chandrasekhar. “A lot
of these programs state that STIs and
HIV are a form of punishment. They
propagate misleading and discrimina-
tory views about Lesbians and Gays.”
Chandrasekhar pointed out that the
federal guidelines teach that “mutually
faithful monogamous relationship in
the context of marriage is the expected
standard of human sexual activity.” “I
think the settlement is really a wake-
up call for the Department of Health
and Human Services,” she said.
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States Consider Restricting
G/L Adoptions

Rev. Herbert LuskRev. Herbert LuskRev. Herbert LuskRev. Herbert LuskRev. Herbert Lusk

WASHINGTON, D.C. - President
Bush recently appointed a Baptist
minister who advocates a constitu-
tional amendment to ban Gay mar-
riage to the Presidential Advisory
Council on HIV/AIDS, reported the
Washington Blade.  Bush last month
named Rev. Herbert Lusk, a former
Philadelphia Eagles football star and
current pastor of Philadelphia’s Greater
Exodus Baptist Church, as one of five
new members of the presidential AIDS
advisory panel, according to a current
panel member.

Lusk is a member of the board
of advisers for the Alliance for
Marriage, a conservative religious
organization that lobbies lawmakers
to support a constitutional amendment
to ban same-sex marriage. He did not
respond to interview requests. Lusk
heads a multi-million dollar faith-
based social services agency in
Philadelphia that he founded called
People for People. Lusk told the New
York Times the organization receives
about $10 million a year in govern-
ment funds, with at least $1 million a
year coming from federal faith-based
grants.

Lusk has publicly rejected
claims by critics that the federal grants
came as a reward for his strong
endorsement of President Bush in the
2000 and 2004 presidential elections.
Bush has visited Lusk’s Philadelphia
church twice during the past five
years, according to media reports. At
Lusk’s invitation, conservative reli-
gious leaders, including Dr. James
Dobson of Focus on the Family and
Rev. Jerry Falwell, came to Lusk’s
church on Jan. 8 for a rally in support
of Bush’s nomination of Samuel Alito
to the U.S. Supreme Court. The rally,
dubbed “Justice Sunday III,” was
viewed by hundreds of thousands of

conservative Christian followers
through a live television hookup.

Stacey Sobel, executive di-
rector of the Philadelphia-based Cen-
ter for Lesbian & Gay Civil Rights, said
she is not aware of Lusk taking a
public position on Gay rights legisla-
tion or other Gay rights issues pending
before the Philadelphia or Pennsylva-
nia governments. Existing members
of the AIDS advisory council learned
about Lusk’s appointment and the
appointment of four other members
through an e-mail announcement they
received earlier this month from
Joseph Grogan, the council’s execu-
tive director.

According to David Resnick, a
Gay council member, Grogan said the
new members would be formally
announced at the next meeting, which
is scheduled to convene in Washing-
ton, D.C., on Mar. 16. Resnick, a
dentist who specializes in dental care
for people with AIDS, is chief of dental
services for the Fulton County, Ga.,
public hospital system. He is the only
remaining openly Gay member of the
panel. Log Cabin’s Bonavidez will
raise the number of open Gays to two
when he joins the group next month.

WASHINGTON, D.C. - At least 16
states are considering whether Gay
men and Lesbians are fit to be parents,
USA Today reported Tuesday (Feb.
21), reported the PlanetOut Network.
Kent Markus of the National Center for
Adoption Law & Policy in Ohio told the
newspaper he has not seen this much
activity against Gay adoption in his 15
years as a researcher.

The rush is fueled partly by
the victories social conservatives
have made against same-sex mar-
riage. Constitutional amendments
against Gay marriage were passed in
11 states in 2004. “Now that we’ve
defined what marriage is, we need to
take that further and say children
deserve to be in that relationship,”
Greg Quinlan of Ohio’s Pro-Family
Network, a conservative Christian
group, told USA Today.

The newspaper points to
another motivation for some Republi-
cans: A Gay adoption ban may distract
voters from questions over Iraq and
ethics. “Obviously, we are gravely
concerned and very troubled by the
increased level of activity,” said
Jennifer Chrisler, the executive direc-
tor of Family Pride, an advocacy
organization for LGBT parents. “I find
it ironic and incredibly disingenuous
when politicians say this is in the best
interest of the children when the
research says otherwise.”

The American Academy of
Pediatrics, the Child Welfare League
of America and adoption advocacy
groups point to research showing
children with Gay or Lesbian parents
do as well as those raised in traditional
families. “The child welfare system is
already in crisis,” Rob Woronoff of the
Child Welfare League of America told

USA Today. “We don’t have enough
families as it is.”

Ten GOP lawmakers intro-
duced a bill in the Ohio Legislature
that would bar all adoptions and foster
care by LGBT parents. The bill is
opposed by Ohio House Speaker Jon
Husted, also a Republican, who was
adopted as a child; he and others
expect that the measure will not
advance to a floor debate. “This is not
an issue about Gays,” Husted said.
“This is about children.”

According to the North Ameri-
can Council on Adoptable Children in
St. Paul, Minn., there are about
520,000 U.S. children in foster care,
with 120,000 available for adoption.
Only 50,000 find permanent homes
each year. “What this really is in the
best interest of is the very small and
vocal political group that is trying to
seize power,” Chrisler told the
PlanetOut Network. “The good news is
this,” Chrisler said. “Some of the
preliminary polling shows that an
overwhelming majority of people
believe that decisions about adoption
placement should be made by profes-
sionals.”

Carrie Evans, the state legis-
lative director for the Human Rights
Campaign, said the move to restrict
adoptive parenting rights for Gays and
Lesbians could backfire on Republi-
cans. “Certainly they are seeing the
same polling we are,” Evans said.
“This is not the same as marriage for
many Americans. [More people] are
against laws that would prevent
loving, competent LGBT people from
serving as parents.”
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LGBT Rights Groups Protest
‘Ex-Gay’ Rally

ST. LOUIS - Hundreds of Gay
rights demonstrators protested in
front of a suburban St. Louis
church where the so-called ex-
Gay movement was holding a
rally, 365Gay.com reported. Inside
the First Evangelical Free Church
about 1,500 people each paid $50
to attend the ‘Love Won Out’
conference organized by the con-
servative groups Focus on the
Family and Exodus International.

The audience was mostly
made up of people aged 40 and
over and mainly parents and family
members of Gays and area clergy.
Speakers used facts and figures to
attempt to back up their claims that
homosexuality is a matter of
choice than can be altered.  At no
time was the audience told that the
material already had been discred-
ited by the American Psychiatric
Association and the American
Psychological Association. Other
speakers claimed to have been
“cured” of their homosexuality by
prayer and by intervention by “ex-
Gay” groups. One of the speakers,
Melissa Fryrear, said she had

been “saved” from her Lesbianism.
She said that often homosexuality is
the result of a fractured parent child
relationship or sexual abuse. “Ever
wonder why some Lesbians look
mannish?” she asked the audience.
“It’s a vulnerability to be a woman. That
suit of armor to keep you from being
hurt.” Speakers also promoted books
and other material on sale at the
conference, including a $50 boxed set
called “Male Homosexuality Package,”
that included books called “Coming out
of Homosexuality” and “You Don’t
Have to Be Gay.”

Some opponents of the so-
called ministry were among the
audience. “What I’m hearing instead is,
‘We’ll really love you more if you will
change,’” Meredith Anderson, a stu-
dent at a United Church of Christ
seminary told the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch. “What makes me so angry is
that a lot of clergy and straight folks
aren’t speaking out about this.”
Anderson pointed out that the UCC
considers itself a Gay welcoming
denomination and supports same-sex
marriage. Outside, protestors carried
signs that read “God Made Me Gay,”
and “Love Needs No Cure.” “Telling a
person who is struggling to integrate
their sexuality with their spirituality that
they must change to be loved or
loveable or even to be loved by God is
such a hostile damaging act. Love is
unconditional or is not love at all,” said
Sam Sinnett, President of DignityUSA.

Dr. Mark Pope, a professor of
Counseling and Family Therapy at the
University of Missouri–Saint Louis,
condemned the conference by saying,
“The organizers of Love Won Out state
that homosexuality is preventable and
treatable. They are trying to confuse
science and religion. But you can’t
prevent or treat something that isn’t a
disease.” He noted that the American
Psychological Association has stated
that “the potential risks of ‘reparative
therapy’ are great, including depres-
sion, anxiety and self-destructive
behavior.”

Nearby as conference attend-
ees filed out of the church a group of
young women chanted, “Two-Four-
Six-Eight, how do you know your wife
is straight?”

Racist & Anti-LGBT
Fliers Litter Yards

OLYMPIA - Residents in Washington
State’s Thurston County awoke on
Tuesday (Feb. 21) to find racist and
anti-Gay messages promoting a neo-
Nazi rally at the capitol littering their
front yards, reported the Associated
Press on Advocate.com.

In Lacey, bags weighted down
with rocks contained leaflets with
messages such as “Whitey: Are you
tired of the government openly encour-
aging, in the name of diversity, the
death of the white race?” Similar notes
left taped to plastic Easter eggs in
Tumwater contained slurs against
several ethnic groups. Others had
fliers with pornographic images con-
demning homosexuality. The mes-
sages claimed to be from the National
Socialist Movement, a neo-Nazi group
based in Minneapolis. “We had officers
out in force picking them up. One of our
officers picked up 40 by himself,”
Tumwater detective Jennifer Kolb
said. The material is not considered a
hate crime unless it specifically
threatens an individual or advocates
an illegal act, Kolb said.

In 2004 similar fliers were
distributed in Thurston County, appar-
ently by National Alliance, a white
separatist group based in Hillsboro,
W.Va.
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Legislation To Ban Phelps’
Protests Becomes Law

Anti-Gay Preacher Fred Phelps Representing his Westboro Baptist ChurchAnti-Gay Preacher Fred Phelps Representing his Westboro Baptist ChurchAnti-Gay Preacher Fred Phelps Representing his Westboro Baptist ChurchAnti-Gay Preacher Fred Phelps Representing his Westboro Baptist ChurchAnti-Gay Preacher Fred Phelps Representing his Westboro Baptist Church
in Topeka, Kansasin Topeka, Kansasin Topeka, Kansasin Topeka, Kansasin Topeka, Kansas

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In the ongoing
battle between the notoriously anti-
Gay Kansas preacher Fred Phelps
and those who wish to stop him from
demonstrating at military funerals,
one state banned the practice, and
another has advanced a bill to do the
same, reported the Associated Press
on Advocate.com, while several
others are considering similar legisla-
tion that would stop Phelps’s clan
from picketing the funerals of sol-
diers, who Phelps says died as a
result of God’s wrath for the accep-
tance of homosexuality in America.

On Thursday (Feb. 23), Mis-
souri became the first to enact a law
banning the protests, drawing an
immediate pledge of more protests
from Phelps’s Kansas church. The bill
was signed into law by senate
president pro tem Michael Gibbons,
who was acting as governor because
both Gov. Matt Blunt and Lt. Gov.
Peter Kinder are out of the state. The
new law bans picketing and protests
“in front of or about” any church,
cemetery, or funeral establishment
from one hour before a funeral until
one hour after it ends.

Also on Thursday (Feb. 23),
the Kansas state senate voted 40–0
for a bill restricting protests within 300
feet of any funeral. The bill goes to the
house, where it faces a promising
future. The bill didn’t go as far as
senators wanted in restricting Phelps
and his followers, but it got its
message across, they said.

During debate, Kansas sena-
tors didn’t mention Phelps or his
Westboro Baptist Church by name but
acknowledged the bill was prompted
by his activities. “Perhaps the most
vulnerable time in a person’s life is
when they’re burying a loved one,”
said Sen. Jean Schodorf. “I believe
we, as Kansans, need to make a
statement that we want people to be
able to bury their dead in peace.”

During committee hearings,
Stephen McAllister, University of
Kansas Law School professor and
constitutional scholar, cautioned that
a 300-foot buffer zone in most
instances would extend to streets and
sidewalks, which courts consider
public forum areas. As a result, the bill
was reworked to overcome concerns
about encroaching on freedom of
speech. It exempted from the 300-foot
buffer zone streets, sidewalks, and
other public spaces. It would keep
protesters off private property, includ-
ing where the funeral was being
conducted. “I know there are constitu-
tional problems with taking this
farther. I wish it could be 1,000 yards
or 1,000 miles,” said Sen. David
Wysong.  Kansas and Missouri are
among 14 states this year working on
legislation restricting protest activi-
ties around funerals in response to
the actions of the Topeka, Kan.,

Phelps clan. An Oklahoma bill would
restrict picketing and demonstrations
within 500 feet of a cemetery, church,
or home where a funeral or memorial
service is being conducted and
prohibits protests within two hours
before or after a funeral service. It has
passed the house and was sent to the
senate.

While Missouri and Kansas
were taking legislative action, six
members of the Westboro church were
picketing outside the Anoka, Minn.,
funeral of a soldier who was killed in
Iraq, but a group of bikers organized to
counter the pickets got in their way.
The 20 men and women who gathered
across from the Phelps group are
affiliated with the Patriot Guard Riders,
a rapidly growing nationwide move-
ment organized to counter that very
message.

“We’re just trying to show
honor and respect for families,” said
John Lutsch, a St. Cloud resident who
heads the Minnesota branch of the
Patriot Guard. “I was appalled when I
read about these protests, that they’d
use a solemn occasion like this as a
forum for their views.” He was
interrupted by Steve Drain, who
bellowed across the divide that God
hates Gays and their enablers and “so,
therefore, God hates the U.S. military.”
Minnesota is among the states cur-
rently considering bans on protests at
funerals.

Catholic University
To Offer LGBTQ
Studies Minor

CHICAGO - The nation’s largest
Catholic university has started offering
a minor in Gay studies. Starting in
January, students at DePaul Univer-
sity in Illinois may now choose a minor
in Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, and queer studies,
Sirirus OutQ News reported on
Advocate.com.  The program’s director
says the move makes sense. He told
the Chicago Tribune, “Institutions of
higher learning, Catholic or not, are
about open investigation and free
inquiry.”  A spokesperson for the
higher education ministry at the
archdiocese of Chicago says the
archdiocese isn’t necessarily against
the program, adding, “I don’t have any
allergic reaction per se to the subject
matter. There are ways it could be
treated good and ways it could be
treated bad.” But other Illinois Catho-
lics don’t see it the same way. The
group Catholic Citizens of Illinois said
it plans to send a letter to DePaul’s
president. Spokesman Karl Maurer
said the program “validates people in a
sinful lifestyle.”

Students in the program so far
disagree with that sentiment. Accord-
ing to one student, “They are not telling
you how to be queer. They are
teaching you the implications of an
identity and a community.”
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California Domestic Partners Stuck In Tax-Return Limbo
AN JOSE - As interim chief of a San
Jose Gay and Lesbian community
center, Clark Williams is accustomed
to making waves. But one place he’d
rather avoid that is on his tax forms,
reported the Mercury News, but this
year, a new California law might give
him no choice.

For the first time, Williams and
his partner — and roughly 71,000 other
Californians who have registered with
the state as domestic partners — face a
unique quandary: When a new state
law gives you many of the financial
responsibilities of a married couple
but federal law still treats you as
single, what’s the safe way to do your
taxes? “This is one time where I don’t
want to be a leader,” said Williams,
who heads the Billy DeFrank Lesbian
Gay Bisexual Transgender Commu-
nity Center in San Jose. “I will follow
the advice of professionals on this. I
don’t want to do anything to trigger an
audit.”

The problem is, professionals
don’t agree on what to do. And the
Internal Revenue Service is still
grappling with the issue, which is likely
to have national ramifications. The
thorniest issue centers on the basic
question of how to report income on a
federal tax return. For example, if one
partner earns $100,000 but a stay-at-
home partner earns nothing, are they
now entitled to report $50,000 of
income on their individual returns? If
the stay-home partner’s $50,000
share isn’t considered income, is it a
taxable gift — or something else?

Domestic partners can’t as-
sume they’ll be safe simply reporting
income separately, the way they did
before the state law took effect, some
experts say. If the IRS decides to treat
domestic partners more like married
couples, some could find out later that
they owe taxes because they weren’t
entitled to tax breaks they claimed.

“It’s so bad that I don’t know if

I’d be able to file a return for these
folks,” said Kathleen Wright, a Bay
Area tax attorney and professor at
San Jose State University. She and
others recommended filing for an
extension, in hopes that the IRS will
clarify the rules.

Until now, much of the
controversy related to Gay rights
typically has played out in marches
down Main Street, marriage ceremo-
nies at City Hall and legal decisions
in courtrooms. But California’s sweep-
ing law is prompting changes closer
to home, as domestic partners
huddle over tax forms on their kitchen
tables. California’s Domestic Partner
Rights and Responsibilities Act —
commonly referred to by its bill
number, AB 205 — was signed in 2003
and took effect in 2005. The law
altered the finances and legal status
of domestic partners, generally de-
fined as Gay men and Lesbians of all
ages, and heterosexual couples in
which one partner is older than 62.

As sweeping as California’s
law is, it falls short of giving domestic
partners the same tax breaks, filing
status and other advantages avail-
able to married couples. Most
obviously, Gays are not allowed to
marry. As a result, they cannot split
their earned income, or file joint tax
returns and automatically pool their
incomes for tax purposes, a practice
that frequently lowers a couple’s tax
bills.

But the California law does
give registered partners “community
property” rights, a general claim to
half of the bank accounts, real estate,
investments, stock options and other
property acquired since the couple
registered. California is one of nine
states where married couples share
community property, but it’s the first
state to extend that right to domestic
partners.

Some tax experts contend

these new community-property rights
entitle registered partners to split
their incomes on their federal
returns, based on the rules for
married couples who file separately.
Others say this logic is risky and
could be rejected by the IRS and
courts. How the federal government
sorts it out for California could set a
precedent for Massachusetts, Ver-
mont and other states that have
expanded benefits for Gays.

“This is like the first glimpse
of how the IRS is going to deal with
this problem,” said Frederick Hertz,
an Oakland attorney who co-wrote
“A Legal Guide for Lesbian and Gay
Couples.” “Given the importance of
it financially and the symbolic
importance, it’s not surprising that
people are so worried what the
answer will be.” In December, the
California Society of Certified Public
Accountants asked the Treasury
Department, which oversees the
IRS, to weigh in so domestic
partners will know where they stand
before filing their taxes. The State
Bar of California is drafting a letter
seeking guidance, too.

Last April, Berkeley tax
attorney Donald H. Read sought IRS
approval for one couple’s plan to
split the income they earn. He
requested a private-letter ruling, a
decision that would apply to his
clients but not necessarily to other
domestic partners who have the
same questions. Though the IRS
typically hands down such rulings
within six months, Read is still
waiting. Privately, Treasury officials
told him that they’re slogging
through a multitude of issues that
cascade from California’s law, he
said.

Publicly, the IRS has said
little. “The IRS is aware of the
California law, and we are currently
reviewing federal tax issues related

to it,” spokesman Jesse Weller wrote in
an e-mail Friday. “We will provide more
information when it is available.” That’s
frustrating, many tax experts say,
because it leaves domestic partners in
limbo with the April 17 filing deadline just
weeks away. “It may be too much to ask
for certainty in the tax code, but we don’t
even have a little bit of guidance,” said
Kris Hill, a senior tax manager for
Deloitte & Touche in San Francisco.
“And the IRS has had quite a bit of time to
think about this.”
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Under current Arizona Re-

vised Statutes (A.R.S. 16-901 through
A.R.S. 16-961), a candidate’s (incum-
bent, challenger or otherwise) cam-
paign committee for elected office,
party organizations, political action
committees (PAC’s) operating in the
state, as well as associations and
groups - either supporting or oppos-
ing pending ballot initiatives and
legislative referendums must file
financial reports during certain time
periods throughout the calendar year.

For this election year, the first
deadline passed recently, resulting in
a slew of reports, balance sheets,
etc., submitted to the Arizona Secre-
tary of State who is in charge of
overseeing the paperwork for the
filing of financials, as well as the
petitions for certain political offices
and initiatives appearing on the ballot.

As previously reported in this
column and publication, one of the
potential pending initiatives is a
proposed amendment to the Arizona
constitution, known as the Protect
Marriage Arizona amendment
(PMAA).

If the PMAA qualifies for the
November ballot, and is approved by
voters, this proposed amendment,
being spearheaded by the ultra
conservative, homophobic Center for
Arizona Policy (CAP), founded by
Lynden “Len” Munsil, current candi-
date for the GOP gubernatorial
nomination.

CAP is operating this effort
under the guise of the name, “Protect
Marriage Arizona.”   Their  potential
ballot proposal (PMAA) would bar
legal and governmental recognition of
relationships other than marriage
which would be defined as between
one man and one woman, and their
dependents.

Opposing CAP’s discrimina-
tory ballot effort is a group named
Arizona Together.

Arizona law (A.R.S. 25-101,
A.R.S. 25-112), bars recognition of
same-sex marriage and these stat-
utes have been upheld by Arizona’s
courts in 2003 and 2004 with no new
legal challenge pending in the state.
Despite this, CAP continues for
political profit at the ballot box in the
upcoming election with the PMAA.

So is the recent filing of
financial reports with the Arizona
Secretary of State’s office, by both
organizations, an indication of how
the campaign on this issue is going in
this election year?

According to the financial
report filed by CAP, $123,516.23 was
raised so far, of which $102,774.31
were donations, including a $50,000
donation by CAP on Dec. 19, 2005,
$20,741.92 were in-kind contribu-

tions, including $20,148 by Nathan
Sproul of Sproul & Associates, who
are the political consultants oversee-
ing the PMAA effort.

A total of $29,126 was listed
as an outstanding debt on the PMAA
report.  Sproul and his organization
are listed as owed $13,000 total for
fund raising and consulting.  In
addition to this ballot measure, Sproul
is Munsil’s campaign manager in his
current gubernatorial bid.  More to
follow in this column and publication
about Nathan Sproul and his “political
history” and for what this state has in
store in the upcoming months.

Arizona Together’s financial
statement reports that $169,121.61
has been contributed to the effort to
defeat the PMAA, including a $20,000
donation from Steve Quinlan on Sept.
27, 2005, and $25,000 from the
Human Rights Campaign on Dec. 22,
2005.  There were no in-kind
contributions to Arizona Together as
well as no outstanding debt.

On the other hand, Arizona
Together reported that $138,269.98
raised has been spent as campaign
expenditures with the remaining
$38,987.01 in cash on hand.

CAP (“Protect Marriage Ari-
zona”) only reported $30,364 of
monies raised had been spent as
expenditures leaving $72,410.31 as
cash on hand.

So is the battle to ensure that
Arizona’s constitution doesn’t take
rights away from a segment of its
population being won, if these first
financial reports are to be considered
an indication?

In 2004, the right-wing will use
this issue for political success turning
their core supporters out to the polls -
as they did in the presidential election,
and as well as elections in 13 other
states that had issues similar on their
ballots.

This year, with the Republi-
cans tanking on all fronts, presidential,
federal, statewide and local, even in
this “red state,” the issue of “same-sex
marriage” will be tried to ensure their
continued hold on power, so being just
a few dollars ahead in raising funds
will not be enough to defeat the right,
since they have more potential
supportive organizations, as well as
the Republican’s, who may dump
money into the effort in Arizona.

Every dollar raised by PMAA
proponents must be countered by two
dollars in opposition.  For every
volunteer circulating petitions, two
people must speak out to what this
measure would really do, if qualified
for and approved by the voters, in
November’s general election.

As the financial reports show,
it will take a “Herculean” effort to
achieve victory and defeat Munsil,
Sproul, CAP and the PMAA’s attempt
to discriminate against Arizonans.
Recent polls show that when voters
are made aware of the ramifications of
the proposed amendment, they are
overwhelmingly opposed to it, but to
inform the electorate will cost, both in
time and money.

If you have given to Arizona
Together, give again, either through
another donation, volunteering some
time or preferably both.  This is a
campaign that can be won and must
be, for present Arizonans and future
generations living in the “Grand
Canyon State.”  To donate to Arizona
Together, either go online to
aztogether.org and follow the links.
For those who wish to write a check to
Arizona Together, send them to 319 E.
McDowell Road, Suite 100, Phoenix,
AZ 85004.  Call (602) 254-6401 or
(520) 275-4790 to volunteer, or sign
up at the Arizona Together web site.
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Bikers Combat Anti-Gay Protesters At Military Funerals
WASHINGTON, D.C. - Wearing vests
covered in military patches, a band of
motorcyclists rolls around the country
from one soldier’s funeral to another,
cheering respectfully to overshadow
jeers from church protesters. They call
themselves the Patriot Guard Riders,
and they are more than 5,000 strong,
formed to counter anti-Gay protests
held by the Reverend Fred Phelps at
military funerals, reported the Associ-
ated Press on Advocate.com.

Phelps believes American
deaths in Iraq are divine punishment
for a country that he says harbors Gay
people. Protesters from his Westboro
Baptist Church carry signs thanking
God for so-called IED explosives that
are a major killer of soldiers in Iraq.
The bikers shield the families of dead
soldiers from the protesters and
overshadow the jeers with patriotic
chants and a sea of red, white, and
blue flags. “The most important thing
we can do is let families know that the
nation cares,” said Don Woodrick, the
group’s Kentucky captain, at that
state’s Fort Campbell. “When a total
stranger gets on a motorcycle in the
middle of winter and drives 300 miles
to hold a flag, that makes a powerful
statement.”

At least 14 states are consid-
ering laws aimed at the funeral
protesters, who at a recent memorial
service at Fort Campbell wrapped
themselves in upside-down American

flags. They danced and sang im-
promptu songs peppered with vulgari-
ties that condemned Gay people and
soldiers. The Patriot Guard was also
there, waving up a ruckus of support
for the families across the street.
Community members came in the
freezing rain to chant “U-S-A, U-S-A”
alongside them. “This is just the right
thing to do. This is something America
didn’t do in the ’70s,” said Kurt Mayer,
the group’s national spokesman.
“Whether we agree with why we’re
over there, these soldiers are dying to
protect our freedoms.”

Shirley Phelps-Roper, a

daughter of Fred Phelps and an
attorney for the Topeka, Kan.–based
church, said neither state laws nor the
Patriot Guard can silence their
message that God killed the soldiers
because they fought for a country that
embraces Gay people. “The scrip-
tures are crystal clear that when God
sets out to punish a nation, it is with the
sword. An IED is just a broken-up
sword,” Phelps-Roper said. “Since
that is his weapon of choice, our forum
of choice has got to be a dead soldier’s
funeral.” Westboro Baptist Church is
not affiliated with a larger denomina-
tion and is made up mostly of
members of Fred Phelps’s extended

family. During the 1990s, church
members were known mostly for
picketing the funerals of AIDS victims,
and they have long been tracked as a
hate group by the Montgomery, Ala.–
based Southern Poverty Law Center’s
Intelligence Project.

The project’s deputy director,
Heidi Beirich, said other groups have
tried to counter Phelps’s message but
none have been as organized as the
Patriot Guard. “I’m not sure anybody
has gone to this length to stand in
solidarity,” she said. “It’s nice that
these veterans and their supporters
are trying to do something. I can’t
imagine anything worse—your loved
one is killed in Iraq, and you’ve got to
deal with Fred Phelps.”

Kentucky, home to sprawling
Fort Campbell along the Tennessee
line, was among the first states to
attempt to deal with Phelps legisla-
tively. Its house and senate have each
passed bills that would bar protesters
within 300 feet of a funeral or memorial
service. The senate version would
also keep protesters from being within
earshot of grieving friends and family
members.

Richard Wilbur, a retired
police detective, said his Indiana
Patriot Guard group comes to funerals
only if invited by family. He said he has
no problem with protests against the
war but sees no place for objectors at
a family’s final goodbye to a soldier.
“No one deserves this,” he said.

BrokebackBrokebackBrokebackBrokebackBrokeback
Mountain ChosenMountain ChosenMountain ChosenMountain ChosenMountain Chosen

As ‘All-TimeAs ‘All-TimeAs ‘All-TimeAs ‘All-TimeAs ‘All-Time
Greatest GayGreatest GayGreatest GayGreatest GayGreatest Gay
Film’ In LogoFilm’ In LogoFilm’ In LogoFilm’ In LogoFilm’ In Logo

NEW YORK - Brokeback Mountain
was chosen as the “all-time greatest
Gay film” among a list of 50 queer films
spanning three decades in a survey
conducted on queer TV network
Logo’s Web site, Advocate.com re-
ported.

The survey is part of a Logo
feature called the Click List, through
which viewers vote online for which
movies they want to be aired.
According to a statement, Logo will air
a new selected film every Tuesday at 9
p.m. throughout the spring.

Rounding out the top-10 list of
greatest films, in order, are: Beautiful
Thing; Latter Days; The Adventures of
Priscilla, Queen of the Desert; Angels
in America; Bound; Trick; Torch Song
Trilogy; Hedwig and the Angry Inch;
and Desert Hearts. Earlier this year
the Click List debuted as weekly show
airing top 10 music videos every
Friday night.
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The Pink Vote

Sun Lighting

COMMENTARY. . . .
by John Pattersonby John Pattersonby John Pattersonby John Pattersonby John Patterson

After the most homophobic
presidential elections in US history, it
warms the heart to note that we’re
about to get the Gayest Oscars Ever.

Time once again for Holly-
wood to parade itself on prime-time
television before an unimpressed
nation and make a collective fool of
itself. That’s my usual ho-hum feeling
about Academy awards night when-
ever the annual feast of self-aggran-
dizement heaves into view. Every
year, it looks more and more like some
tired old variety show or a lodge
meeting on acid, with naff musical
numbers, hurried speeches and a
ghoulish listing of the lately dead.

Oscar night is a moment when
main street America can catch its
unvarnished glimpse of Sodom-by-
the-Sea and shudder at its liberal
politics, its sexual degeneracy, and its
pernicious plans for our children.
Usually the nominees will include
some flashpoint names, like Michael
Moore or Tim Robbins, guaranteed to
excite the right into ecstasies of
denunciation. This year, the entire
slate seems to have been coordi-
nated, almost nomination by nomina-
tion, to provoke the maximum degree
of outrage in nearly every major
constituency of the establishment
right.

For starters, two years after
the most (or was it just the first?)
homophobic presidential election in
US history, it warms the heart to note
that these are officially the Gayest
Oscars Ever. And what’s most amus-
ing is that the Gay-themed movies
actually take homosexuality directly
into the red states. Brokeback Moun-
tain really is the movie of the cultural
moment, and Gay cowboys are an
irresistible metaphor for the state of
Gayness in the US. Religious right
leaders decided not to dignify it with a
boycott, aiming instead to let it rot in
the multiplexes. It wouldn’t have made
a whit of difference - most Americans
have passed their sort by. Brokeback
Mountain’s broad-based acceptance
proves it, and in this instance
Hollywood is far closer to the
mainstream than the media gives it
credit for.

Then there’s Capote, featur-
ing Phil Hoffman’s eerie reincarnation

of weird, whiny Truman, a decidedly
foreign object arriving in 1959 Kansas
- a state in thrall today to the religious
right and intelligent design, and where
one joke says the border signs read:
“Welcome to Kansas: please put your
clocks back 100 years” - to fall in love
with a death row-bound murderer. If
that doesn’t creep out the homophobes
then TransAmerica, starring Desper-
ate Housewife Felicity Huffman in
gender-hopping mode, ought to get
the job done. I imagine some outraged
plutocrat in his crony-filled boardroom
wailing: “They took the name of a
perfectly beautiful multinational insur-
ance conglomerate and turned it into
something DIRTY!”

The heartland thus outraged,
the Academy turns its attention to the
neo-cons, who made extensive pre-
emptive strikes against Steven
Spielberg’s Munich, accusing it of
political naivety and the dread sin of
moral equivalency, before it was even
released. Just for balance, the foreign
film category includes Paradise Now,
a portrait of Palestinian suicide
bombers that actually won a Golden
Globe.

And handsome pinko George
Clooney, oft pilloried on Fox News for
his amiable centrist decency, is
everywhere. Over here he’s bitch
slapping the McCarthyite right, and by
implication the corporate media of
2006, in Good Night, and Good Luck,
and over there he’s outlining the finer
idiocies of US oil policy in lumbering
Syriana. On the big night, he’ll
probably be hobnobbing with fellow
betes noires of the right like Robert
Altman (a son of Kansas) who’s
getting his lifetime achievement award,
or with new host Jon Stewart, the
foremost political satirist on the US left
today.

The big irony is that the one
red state movie of the bunch - the
lightweight but enormously likable
Johnny Cash biopic Walk the Line -
will probably walk away with the big
statuettes, thus proving that Holly-
wood is no different from the rest of the
country, after all.

[John Patterson is the film
critic for the Manchester U.K. Guard-
ian newspaper, from which this is
reprinted from their Feb. 24 edition.]

YARD DOG COWBOYSYARD DOG COWBOYSYARD DOG COWBOYSYARD DOG COWBOYSYARD DOG COWBOYS

TUCSON - At their 5th Anniversary Celebrtion February 19th, The owners of
the Yard Dog Saloon (Ray, Merlin and John), officially ‘adopted’ Jim Anderson
and Jeff Schroeder to represent the Bar in all the rodeos that they participate

in.  Their first appearance under the new banner was at the Roadrunner
Regional Rodeo in January.  Congratulations guys!
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Bill Would Block Republicans
From Adopting Children

Illinois Governor Caught In TV
Gay Spoof

By Anne Maley

The Southern Arizona AIDS
Foundation is particularly blessed by
the number of people in Tucson who
support our mission to create and
sustain a healthier community through
a compassionate, comprehensive re-
sponse to HIV/AIDS.  On February 19
the third annual Möda/Provocateur
fashion show brought the community
out in force to enjoy a spectacular
evening of entertainment, style and
fashion benefiting the programs and
services of SAAF.  Over 650 people
attended Möda/Provocateur this year
and raised over $24,000, a new record
for Möda.

The show was held at the
beautifully restored Fox Theatre in
downtown Tucson, providing a dra-
matic backdrop for the style and
fashion display.  Chuck George from
KOLD-13 kept things on track as MC.
Each of the salons used exciting
music and video to create a total
package of entertainment.  Dancers
from A Tucson Dance Company
opened the show with their high-
energy choreography and danced
along with the fashion routines as well.

Improv Comedy and Live
Theatre Workshop provided comedy
and drama, and the show closed with a
new rap written and performed by
Swindoe, a local rap artist and
producer.  The audience also had a
chance to win raffle prizes including
five different day spa experiences, gift
certificates from Fox Restaurants,
Miguel’s at La Posada and St. John
Sport, jewelry from Pour Moi, garden
art by Jorge Vega, and assorted wines

from Metro Restaurants.

Working together with Title
Sponsor Rio Development Company
were some of Tucson’s top salons -
Avalon, Chrome, dada and Imagen -
as well as local boutiques Buffalo
Exchange, grasshopper, Kanella’s,
Lucky Brand Jeans, Parachute, Pour
Moi Boutique, Sherre’s, Sigi’s, St.
John Sport, Tommy Bahama’s and Via
Montenapoleone.  All of the salons,
boutiques, models, performers and
dancers donated their time and energy
to make Möda/Provocateur possible.
In particular, SAAF would like to thank
committee members Kevin Casey,
Robbie Hart, Debra Stewart, Diane
Anderson-Hall, Chanel Eakin, Ashley
Petty and Mike Bartlett for all their hard
work and effort dedicated to making
Möda/Provocateur a tremendous suc-
cess.

Now we are starting to look
ahead with much glee to our next
fundraising event, the 19th Annual
Reno Gannon Memorial Jell-O Wres-
tling Extravaganza and Benefit Auc-
tion, scheduled for May 7 at Woody’s,
beginning at 2:00 p.m.  Plans are
currently underway, and the Jell-O
committee is actively seeking wres-
tling teams who love to entertain and
want to help SAAF by raising funds in
support of their match.   We are also
seeking sponsors for the event and
items for the live auction, so if you
have an interest in supporting the
mission of SAAF, there’s always
plenty to do!  Check out the website at
jello-wrestling.org, or call Mae at (520)
628-7223 to see how you can make a
difference!

Ohio State Senator Robert HaganOhio State Senator Robert HaganOhio State Senator Robert HaganOhio State Senator Robert HaganOhio State Senator Robert Hagan

COLUMBUS - An Ohio Democrat is
proposing legislation that would pre-
vent Republicans from adopting chil-
dren, a move aimed at embarrassing
the GOP over moves to block Gay
adoptions. State Sen. Robert Hagan
(D-Youngstown) admits his bill is
purely “tongue-in-cheek” but says that
the message is anything but a joke,
reported 365Gay.com.  In an email
sent to fellow legislators, and obtained
by Knight Ridder Newspapers, Hagan
says he’s looking for co-sponsors to
“introduce legislation in the near future
that would ban households with one or
more Republican voters from adopting
children or acting as foster parents.”

Earlier this month a bill to ban
Gays, Bisexuals, and Transgendereds
from adopting was proposed by 10 far-
right Republicans. It was introduced in
the House this month by state Rep.
Ron Hood (R-Ashville). “We need to
see what we are doing,” said Hagan,
who called Hood’s proposed bill
blatantly discriminatory and “ho-
mophobic.” When Hood introduced his
Gay adoption ban he said that,
“Studies have shown that the optimal
setting to raise children in is a
traditional setting with a mom and a
dad.” Hood claims that children raised
in Gay households are at “increased
risk” of physical and emotional
problem.

In Hagan’s email to fellow
lawmaker’s he skewers Hood’s asser-

tions, offering his own “credible
research” shows that adopted children
raised in Republican households are
more at risk for developing “emotional
problems, social stigmas, inflated
egos, and alarming lack of tolerance
for others they deem different than
themselves and an air of overconfi-
dence to mask their insecurities.”
Hagan knows his mock bill has no
chance of getting to the floor for a vote
let alone passing.  And, Hood’s bill
appears to be headed for a similar
fate. GOP leaders in the House and
Senate said they would not permit the
measure to move through committee.

Governor Rod BlagojevichGovernor Rod BlagojevichGovernor Rod BlagojevichGovernor Rod BlagojevichGovernor Rod Blagojevich

SPRINGFIELD - The interview, like
most media requests, was arranged
by his staff and Illinois Governor Rod
Blagojevich didn’t ask for details when
he was told that a network news crew
was waiting for him in his office,
365Gay.com reported.  All Blagojevich
knew was the topic would be
contraceptives - a hot issue because
the governor has issued an executive
order prohibiting pharmacists from
refusing to fill prescriptions for emer-
gency birth-control pills, which some
have done on religious grounds.

Blagojevich breezed in, shook
hands with the technicians and sat
down to be questioned by “reporter”
Jason Jones. What Blagojevich didn’t
know was that Jones works for the
“The Daily Show” and he was being
spoofed. At one point Jones calls him
Gov. Smith. He then asks Blagojevich
if he’s “the Gay governor.” A nervous

Continued on Page SeventeenContinued on Page SeventeenContinued on Page SeventeenContinued on Page SeventeenContinued on Page Seventeen
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  ‘Wonderland’
I read a story in a local daily

last month that said the State of
Arizona was being fined $500,000 a
day because the governor couldn’t
agree with the legislature on a plan
that would teach English as a second
language to Arizona school children in
a way that was acceptable to a federal
court.  I expected to see lots of
subsequent news stories on the
subject if for no other reason than
$500,000 a day seems like a pretty
stiff fine.  I saw none, which doesn’t
mean they weren’t out there but does
suggest something less than satura-
tion coverage.

A couple of things struck me
about the initial story, things besides
the gargantuan size of the fine.  The
first was our attorney general thinking
that the State of Arizona could pay the
federally imposed fine to itself.  That
seemed a little peculiar. The last time
a court charged me a fine, a traffic
ticket for going 48 miles per hour on
Speedway, it didn’t allow me to pay the
fine to myself.  It’s just as well that it
didn’t; I would have found it confusing
if the judge had said, “I’m ordering you
to take a hundred dollars out of your
wallet and to place it in your shirt
pocket.”  When our attorney general
seriously suggested that the state
could pay the fine to itself I thought,
“This guy must have worked for Enron
before we got him.”

The second and even more
striking thing about the original article
was the passel of unanswered
questions it left me with: If the
governor and the legislature are failing
to comply with the court’s wishes, why
are we, the taxpayers, being fined?
Why take our money (never mind for
the moment WHERE you’re taking it),
when we didn’t do anything wrong and
we can’t do anything to help the
situation?  Are we taxpayers who are
being fined so heavily supposed to
organize and impeach the offending
politicians?  By the time we accom-
plished that, how many gazillion
dollars would the fine have grown to
be?  If the governor and the legislature
are defying the court, why not fine all of
them $1,000 a day?  I bet that would
produce a PDQ solution.

Since I wasn’t getting any
news on the story and I was starting to

worry about the fine running wild, I
finally phoned my favorite local daily
and asked them what the state of play
was.  They said they last did a story on
the subject on Feb. 9, that the fine had
by then risen to eight million dollars,
and that the two sides, governor and
legislature, were no closer to an
agreement then they’d ever been.

My curiosity was whetted.
We’ve got this enormous fine.  Both
sides appear to be set on driving the
bus off the cliff, and there’s very little
news coverage.  What’s the deal?  I
called up my favorite local television
news operation to see if they knew
anything.  This was on February 23,
when the fine would have been about
fifteen million.  The person I talked to
said they’d been following the story,
that the fine had risen to about ten
million, that no progress was being
made to resolve the problem, and that
the judge in the case had said that the
state could indeed pay the fine to itself
as long as the money was applied to
the English education programs in
question.

If I believe the TV news guy
even though he’s a little off on the
current amount of the fine and he’s
probably exaggerating the coverage
it’s gotten, a certain logic begins to
emerge from this Alice in Wonderland
scenario.  I mean, if the governor
wants more money to be spent on
these English education programs
(which she does), and the fine is going
to be applied to them, she has no
reason to negotiate; she’s getting just
what she wants by not negotiating.

That raises new questions: Is
the judge too dumb to see the
disincentive he’s created for negotia-
tions?  Is the judge in cahoots with the
governor?  More fundamentally, if the
judge knows what he wants the parties
to do, why not spell it out in a decree
and stop horsing around with fines we
pay to ourselves? The whole mess
reminds me of the saying, “That’s no
way to run a railroad.”  Not even a
railroad in Wonderland.

[Thorn welcomes comments,
suggestions for future columns, and
tips on local skulduggery that ought to
be expose. Write to Box 85571,
Tucson, AZ 85754.

Roller Derby Tournament Held In Tucson
Hello readers!  This past

weekend, the Old Pueblo was host to a
sporting event that brought in people
from all over the country. This
gathering however did not require golf
clubs. This event showcased the
talents of people who risk bodily injury
for love of sport, but there were no
bulls or broncos involved.

Blade World was the host site
for the first-ever Flat Track Roller
Derby tournament, known as the Dust
Devil 2006. 20 leagues from as far as
Rhode Island were on and for the
three-day event. Just like the league
that is present here in Tucson, visiting
squads were all female and competed
in bouts to eliminate till a winner was
established. Late Sunday evening, the
final bout was held to determine the
winner of the tournament. The team
from Austin, The Texas Roller Girls,
was victorious over Tucson’s own
Saddletramps. The final four, estab-
lished on Saturday evening, had each
team playing a total of 7 bouts. That
total is equivalent to one entire season
in most of the roller derby leagues, and
all accomplished in just three days.
Teams eliminated on Friday and
Saturday mostly remained in town and
attended the other team’s bouts. The
event was completely sold out prior to
the opening day. Media presence was
large, with the tournament being the
subject of several news stories
throughout the weekend.

Roller Derby has become one

of the fastest growing participant
sports over the entire country. The
amount of leagues that continue to
form every year has grown to cover
most of the United States in cities big
and small. All female squads are the
subject of music, print and documen-
taries depicting the lives that most of
the participants and their fans live. No
one is paid for his or her efforts at a
majority of the roller derby leagues.
The monies made from events go
directly back into keeping the leagues
and locations that the bouts are held.
The events are family friendly and
always offer great entertainment in
and around the actual bout.

The buzz around the track this
weekend was where next year’s
tournament was going to be held.
Several fans asked were perfectly
happy with it occurring in Tucson
again, although traveling abroad for
their beloved roller derby would not be
that big an issue.  The new season
here in Tucson begins in just a couple
of weeks. On March 18, the Furious
Truckstop Waitresses take on the Iron
Curtain. Bladeworld, 1065 W. Grant
Rd. (Grant and I10 behind the
Movieplex) is again the site of the
bout. Tickets are just $10 in advance.
Ticket information can be obtained on
the Tucson Roller Derby website,
tucsonrollerderby.com. Visit the
website to learn more about the sport,
see team photos, and find out what all
the buzz is about. Have a great week!



PAGE FOURTEEN WEEKLY OBSERVERMAARCH 1, 2006

Non Bar Calendar
Wednesday, MarchWednesday, MarchWednesday, MarchWednesday, MarchWednesday, March 1
Men’s Social Network (open to men of
all ages; newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m.  Join Bruce for Canasta. If
you don’t know how to play, we’ll be
glad to teach you.  For reservations
and directions, please call Bruce at
743-3890.

Thursday, March 2Thursday, March 2Thursday, March 2Thursday, March 2Thursday, March 2
#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men
of all ages; newcomers welcomed:
1:00 p.m.  Karol hosts a Lunch Out at
On The Border  (on River at Stone).
For reservations and directions, please
call Karol at 744-9017.

#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men
of all ages; newcomers welcomed:
7:00 p.m.  Join the men of MSN for
Coffee Night out at Rainbow Planet
Coffee House. This is a chance to
have a cup of coffee and chat with the
men of MSN.  This is a No-host event,
so please ask Barista to point you in
our direction.

Friday, March 3Friday, March 3Friday, March 3Friday, March 3Friday, March 3
Comedienne Suzanne Westenhoefer
appearing at the Rialto Theatre,318 E.
Congress downtown Tucson.
Suzanne, described as “A center
stage Diva who bursts out of her closet
with little explosions of outspoken
bemusement that could make even
Bette Midler blush,” according to the
New York Daily News.  Tickets to this
Rondoz Production are $25 floor, $20
balcony.  Call (520)740-1000.   Don’t
miss this hilarious evening of comedy.

#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men

of all ages; newcomers welcomed:
1:00 p.m.  Join Bruce as he hosts a
tour of the Franklin Car Museum here
in town. There is a suggested $5.00
donation. For reservations and direc-
tions, please call Karol at 744-9017.

#2 Men’s Social Network (open to
men of all ages; newcomers wel-
comed: 7:00 p.m.  Join Merlin and
Lee for an evening of Charades.
Come and put your acting/miming
skills to the test.  For directions and
reservations, please call Lee and
Merlin at 207-5336.

Saturday, March 4Saturday, March 4Saturday, March 4Saturday, March 4Saturday, March 4
#1 Men’s Social Network (open to
men of all ages; newcomers wel-
comed):8:30 a.m.  Join Jack & Mike
for a morning of Volleyball.  This is
played for fun, and you’ll get to know
some nice guys as you play.  For
details and directions, please call
Mike and Jack at 881-5733

#2 Men’s Social Network (open to
men of all ages; newcomers wel-
comed):9:30 a.m.  Join Vaughan for a
morning hike on the “50 Year Trail”,
classified as Mild. Please call
Vaughan at 834-9980 beforehand to
arrange a meeting place and
carpooling where available. Come
prepared with water, snacks and
sunscreen.

#3 Men’s Social Network (open to men
of all ages; newcomers welcomed):
7:00 p.m.  Help us celebrate our 11th
Anniversary - we invite you to dinner on
us. For this event, MSN picks up the
tab, so preference is given to MSN
members. Reservations are limited to
the first 100 who sign up, so please call
Robert at 400-1376 to reserve your
spot as well as for directions.

Sunday, March 5Sunday, March 5Sunday, March 5Sunday, March 5Sunday, March 5
#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men
of all ages; newcomers welcomed:
5:00 p.m. Will Brokeback Mountain
make history tonight? Join Marv &
Steve for an Oscar Party. For
reservations and directions, please
call Steve & Marv at 745-0304.

#2 Men’s Social Network (open to men
of all ages; newcomers welcomed):
6:00 p.m  Thom hosts Dinner Out at
one of Tucson’s Fabulous Buffets. This
week we will dine at China Olive Super
Buffet  (1354 W. Irvington). Dinner is
usually under $10 bucks. For reserva-
tions and directions, please call Thom
at 623-2941.

Monday, March 6Monday, March 6Monday, March 6Monday, March 6Monday, March 6
Men’s Social Network (open to men of
all ages; newcomers welcomed: 7:00
p.m.  Join Merlin and Lee for movie
Night.  Tonight’s feature is “Best in

Show”, a comedy about the wacky
characters at dog shows. For direc-
tions and reservations, please call Lee
and Merlin at 207-5336.

Tuesday, March 7Tuesday, March 7Tuesday, March 7Tuesday, March 7Tuesday, March 7
#1Men’s Social Network (open to men
of all ages; newcomers welcomed:
7:00 p.m  The Circle of Men is a
support group that helps you deal with
yourself and your relationships with
others. For directions and reserva-
tions, please call Tom at 591-2828.

#2 Men’s Social Network(open to men
of all ages; newcomers welcomed):
7:00 p.m.  Join Les and Paul as they
host Dinner Out at one of Tucson’s
newer restaurants; “The Bistro” on
Limberlost Drive.  Call Les for
reservations and directions at 690-
9565.

Wednesday, March 8Wednesday, March 8Wednesday, March 8Wednesday, March 8Wednesday, March 8
LGBT Health Needs Assessment - A
community forum on the health of
LGBT Arizonans, 6:00-8:00 p.m. at
Wingspan, 425 E. 7th St.  You may
have filled out a survey or shared your
thoughts at a focus group.  Now is your
chance ro hear the preliminary find-
ings of those efforts and add your voice
to the results.  For more information
call Becky Corran, 237-1399.

Men’s Social Network (open to men of
all ages; newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m.  Join Marv for Canasta. If you
don’t know how to play, we’ll be glad to
teach you.  For reservations and
directions, please call Marv at 745-
0304.

Thursday, March 9Thursday, March 9Thursday, March 9Thursday, March 9Thursday, March 9
Men’s Social Network (open to men of
all ages; newcomers welcomed: 7:00
p.m.  Join the men of MSN for Coffee
Night out at Rainbow Planet Coffee
House. This is a chance to have a cup
of coffee and chat with the men of
MSN.  This is a No-host event, so
please ask Barista to point you in our
direction.

Friday, Saturday, Sunday, March 10-Friday, Saturday, Sunday, March 10-Friday, Saturday, Sunday, March 10-Friday, Saturday, Sunday, March 10-Friday, Saturday, Sunday, March 10-
1212121212
Wingspan Film Festival.  Check out
their ad on page twenty of this issue of
observer.

Friday, March 10Friday, March 10Friday, March 10Friday, March 10Friday, March 10
#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men
of all ages; newcomers welcomed:
7:00 p.m. Lloyd hosts a fun evening of
Scrabble.  If you don’t know how to
play, we’ll be glad to teach you.  For
reservations and directions, please
call Lloyd at 792-8537.

#2 Men’s Social Network(open to men
of all ages; newcomers welcomed):
9:00 p.m.  MSN is proud to co-sponsor
opening night of the Wingspan FilmFest
at the Loft Theater. Join us for the
Tucson premiere of “OpenCam”, a
2005 gay murder mystery.  Look for
more info (including Festival ticket
prices) in upcoming issues of the
Observer or call the Loft Theater.

Saturday, March 11Saturday, March 11Saturday, March 11Saturday, March 11Saturday, March 11
#1 Men’s Social Network (open to men
of all ages; newcomers wel-
comed:12:00 p.m.  Join Lee as he
hosts an outing at the Reid Park Zoo.
Meet at the front gate At Noon. Cost is
$5.00, $4.00 for Seniors. Zoo closes at
4:00 p.m. so the outing will last until
then or whenever people decide to
leave. For reservations, please call
Lee at 207-5336.

#2 Men’s Social Network(open to men
of all ages; newcomers welcomed):
7:00 p.m.   Marv hosts Pinochle Night.
If you don’t know how to play, but
would like to learn, this is the place.
For more information, please call Marv
at 745-0304.
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Ahead of Style
A Hair and Nail Salon

Ajia Simone

426 East 9th Street
Tucson, Arizona

520.624.8400

Owner

GET YOUR PHOTOS TAKEN BY AMANDA

FINEST QUALITYF
FAIREST PRICES
(520) 358-9810
BY APPOINTMENT

March comes in like a lion and
out like a lamb? Forgetaboutit
compadres! Pushy Mars now bumps
and grinds into several planets and
causes a rumpus. Let’s give a surly
growl and come Out anyway we damn
please. Lamb is on the menu.

ARIES   (MAR. 21 - APR. 20)
Have a few things on your mind?
Reaching a boiling point? You have
too many strong opinions that need to
be released and expressed. Luckily
Mars opens the floodgates and
enables you to make a major wave.
Expect things to reach global propor-
tions. Say it loud, proud and queer.
Don’t be shy and retiring throughout
March, proud Ram. It’s not your style
anyway.

TAURUS   (APR. 21 - MAY 21)
Money takes on new meaning and
holds greater sway over your actions.
You are especially cognizant of the
value of your possessions as you plot
and plan your eventual retirement. So
how greedy will you be over the next
weeks, queer Bull? Everything and
anything seems to be up for grabs and
even then, enough may not be
enough. Gee, sounds pretty good to
me!

GEMINI   (MAY 22 - JUNE 21)
Mars in your own sign gives you great
energy, a powerful presence and the
opportunity to expand your circle of
acquaintances. You are the center of
attention, the “must have” on
everyone’s list and the strobe light in
the room of dim bulbs. Shine on,
comrade. Pink Twins are in their
element now. Err, is that animal,
vegetable or mineral?

CANCER   (JUNE 22 - JULY 23)
Your innate psychic ability revs into
overdrive throughout March and pre-
scient pink Crabs don’t seem to know
how to harness all the good vibes.
Don’t worry about it, cousin. Mars
creates light and all you have to do is
rub on the suntan oil and reflect in it.
Keep your eye on the prize, continue
to do good Gay deeds and the luck will
follow. Or so I am told.

LEO   (JULY 24 - AUG. 23)
Proud Lions seek connection and
companionship for the next few
weeks. Something flirtatious and fun.
But not just anyone will do. Seek those
who you can trust and who know you
well. Mars jazzes you up into
overdrive and you can be even more
overbearing and pushy than usual.
The usual crowd knows this about you
and loves you anyway. Thank good-
ness.

VIRGO   (AUG. 24 - SEPT. 23)
This is the time for meaningful career
progress. Queer Virgins have been
waiting patiently on the professional
sidelines for the powers-that-be to
bestow a crumb or two from the
executive dining table. Time is up.
Now you are too hungry to wait for their
cheap charity. Mars sez storm the
barricades and take no prisoners,
unless they are gorgeous.

LIBRA   (SEPT. 24 - OCT. 23)
Take to the streets and make sure that
those streets are in faraway exotic
locations. March brings travel and
adventure Gay  Libra so pack your
bags, buy your ticket and get going.
You will have international influence
and global impact. If money and time
are short, spread your cheer cyberly or
among a few exotic neighborhood
compadres. Spread yourself thin ...
like butter.

SCORPIO   (OCT. 24 - NOV. 22)
It may still be officially winter but Mars
is hot, hot, hot and increases the urge
to merge. Someone we know is
heating up the scene through March.
Someone we know is sizzling the
bacon at every meal. Who is that sexy
beast? Oh let’s guess. Proud Scorps
should harness and exploit this zesty
energy. By next month you could be
spent and bankrupt, once again.

SAGITTARIUS   (NOV. 23 - DEC. 22)
Relationships hit a high note in March.
Gay Archers who want a bit of pepper
in their partner will get their wish.
Single Sadges who seek a special
mate, will find several possibilities.
The point is that you needn’t be alone
if you don’t want to be. Not only do you
give off powerful animal vibes, you
also seem to know what turns others
on. Where is that switch again?

CAPRICORN   (DEC. 23 - JAN. 20)
If you begin to take a sidelong look in
the mirror, you may decide to get into
ship shape in time for cruise season.
Pink Caps have greater energy
reserves now thanks to frenetic Mars
and can improve on perfection. Be
active and don’t be lazy. Burn your
excess oil at the health club now so
you can burn your candle at both ends
in the summer. Ouch!

AQUARIUS   (JAN. 21 - FEB. 19)
How much fun can a Aqueerian have
this March? Quite a bit if randy Mars
has anything to say about it. Anything
you decide to do that is creative,
inspirational and zany will prove to be
profitable as well. You can tap into
your Gay muse for your various
amusements. So don’t be a couch
potato, pal. Before you know it, the
planets will move on and you will
“spudder” to a stop.

PISCES   (FEB. 20 - MAR. 20)
Guppies can’t stand their drab home
environment any longer. Good. This is
the time for refurbishing and renovat-
ing your home surroundings. Or
maybe you will decide to just move. It
is also a good time to reach out and
possibly repair long standing family
issues. Offer advice but don’t guaran-
tee or compromise. It’s a new month
and a new you. March ahead!

Colorado
G/L Benefits Plan
Moves Forward

DENVER - A measure that would ask
voters to approve granting same-sex
couples some of the rights of marriage
has passed a key legislative commit-
tee, reported 365Gay.com.  The
House Judiciary Committee passed
the measure by a 7-4 margin. It now
moves to the House Finance Commit-
tee. It if gains approval there it move
go to a full vote in the House. Gov. Bill
Owens cannot veto the measure
because it was introduced as a
referendum.

The Colorado Domestic Part-
nership Benefits and Responsibilities
Act would give same-sex couples the
right to visitation and to be involved in
the care of hospital patients and
nursing home residents, protection of
property rights, including inheritance
and pension benefits, access to a
partner’s health care benefits and
family leave benefits, and the right to
take possession of a deceased
partner’s remains.

It’s a response from Demo-
crats to a Republican backed ballot
measure that would ban same-sex
marriage in the state. In an effort to
keep focus on the marriage amend-
ment the GOP has proposed its own
partner bill - one that would grant
some limited rights to a wide range of
adult partners referred to as “recipro-
cal beneficiaries” - which would
includes same-sex couples, siblings
and roommates. Both GOP measures
are also working their way through
committees. It is possible all three
proposals could be on the November
ballot.
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520 615-6436 P.O.  Box 13312
Tucson, AZ 85732
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WEEKLY OBSERVER MARCH 1, 2006

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 25¢ PER WORD, $5.00 MINIMUM
CLASSIFIED ADS WILL  NOT BE TAKEN BY PHONE

PAGE SEVENTEEN

        
    

                

   

  

           

  

  
  
  

  

  
  
  

  

KNEADING TENSE, SORE MUSCLES
in relaxing cengtral location.  Nurtur-
ing, stress relief body rub.  Affordable
326-8226 1125

END BACK PAIN.  The back solution,
massage and bodywork.  15 years
experience.  Tension Erasure - Stress
Reduction - Relax for Health.  Abe
294-4810 1127

SENSUOUS/EROTIC MEN’S FULL
BODY MASSAGE.  Experienced
Therapist.  Satisfaction guaranteed.,
Tucson’$ Be$t Deal.  $45/hr.  Eve-
nings/Weekends only.  John  327-
3135 1132

FULL BODY SWEDISH MASSAGE
FOR MEN.  Best rates in Tucson!
Speedway & Swan area.  IN and OUT
calls 7 days. 548-6314          1130

PROFESSIONAL THERAPEUTIC
MASSAGE GUARANTEE QUALITY.
Tantric sensuality. Strong and mascu-
line give you passion.  An exceptional
experience  for 24 years. Call now..
Marc 881-4582 by appointment. 1128

ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS
Let  me keep your clothes fitting
properly and  in good repair.  Experi-
enced -- Economical -- Prompt.  Merle
Hudson,  (520) 888-7264 in Tucson.

1130

ENHANCE YOUR
WELL-BEING

Affordable - Relaxing -
Fun

XXX $45 SPECIAL XXX
Swedish - Deep Tissue

CALL TODAY
(520)-390-0330

WANTED: Someone who needs some
TLC and companionship.  ME: 42,
secure job, likes to have fun, lonely
and need someone to enjoy life with
and spoil.  If interested, please call
Mike at 349-3780 1127

LOOKING FOR SOMEONE TO
SHARE MY LIFE.  G.W.M.  Retired
motorcycle cop.  I’m a mentor.
Successful, Hardworking, Honest and
Good Looking.  Write to: P.O. Box 885,
Tucson, AZ 85702 1126

MOBILE HOME FOR RENT: 1
BEDROOM, washer/dryer, private,
mountain view.  Central location.
Artistic environment.    $450/mo +
utilities.  Call Richard 867-8582.

1127

RELAX WITH A FULL BODY MAS-
SAGE FOR MEN in a private studio on
the West Side.  Call Ralph,  883-7496.

1129

and confused Blagojevich leaned over
asked an aide off camera if the
interviewer was teasing him or
serious.

Blagojevich told the St. Louis
Post-Dispatch that he had never seen
“The Daily Show” before doing the
interview. Although he opposes same-
sex marriage but supports partnership
rights Blagojevich has been generally
regarded as a friend of the Gay
community.  Last year he signed
legislation banning discrimination of
Gays and Lesbians and in the summer
marched in Chicago’s Gay pride
parade
.

Illinois Gover-
nor Caught In
TV Gay Spoof

Continued from Page TweveContinued from Page TweveContinued from Page TweveContinued from Page TweveContinued from Page Tweve
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    DAILY BAR
     CALENDAR

  BAR CALENDAR
  Of Upcoming Events

COLORS - Open 4-11pm. Happy Hour 4-7 $3
Skyy cocktails,  $2.50 Domestics and Well.  1stTuesday of
month “Dinner & Movie” sponsored by GMHP.  All other
Tuesdays “Dinner and a Concert”shown on 52" projection
system.  Full menus served until l0pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm
pitchers, $5 lg pitchers.  Tequila Tuesday:   $2.00 well
margaritas, 50¢ off call tequilas.  Karaoke with Debbie from
8 - midnight

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
Tropical Tuesdays $2.50 Tropical drinks and DJ Q playing
Retro Music 70’s, 80’s and 90’s 9pm-close.

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm. Free Pool
til 4pm.

WOODY’S - Open 10am w/Special Happy Hour til
2pm. Regular Happy Hour 2-8. 80s Nite 9-close. $1 off to
those wearing 80s concert t-shirt. (Excludes draught &
schnapps).

YARD DOG - Open daily 6am.50¢ off any Tequila
until 7pm  Beer Bust 3-7pm.

COLORS - Open 11am - 11pm  Champagne
Brunch 11am - 2pm with choice of complimentary
mimosa, Bloody Mary or Screwdriver.  Happy Hour 4-7pm
$3 Skyy Cocktails, $2.50 Domestics and Well.  Full menu
served 2-10pm.  Nightly dinner specials. Live music from
Bob Feldhaus during Brunch (11:30-2:30) & Dickie
Steede during dinner (6:30-9:30)

HOWL AT THE MOON –Open at 11am.  Kitchen
open until 9pm.  Watch the NFL here! $1.00 Jumbo Hot
Dogs, $2 Chili Dogs.  $2 Smirnoff Sundays.  Free Texas
Hold’Em Poker Tourneys at 4 and 7pm. Sign-up begins
one hour before playing time.  No Cash - Play for Prizes
and Points.  Great chance to learn the hottest game
around

IBT’s -Troy’s Recovery Bar noon-4pm. 4-7:30
Karaoke on the patio. Benefit B-B-Q for the Pride Parade
5:30-7:30  and dance with DJ Mike Lopez 9pm to close.

VENTURE-N - Open 10am. Patio open 3pm.
$2.00 Bloody Marys or Screws til 3pm Patio Beer Bust 3-
7.Burger BBQ 5-7. Selection of burger meats to choose
from. $3 proceeds go to Pet Watch (helping HIV/AIDS
clients with their veterinary bills).

WOODY’S -  Open 11am. Brunch $5, 11:30 -
2:30.  Patio open 1pm-close. Yard games on the grass.
Beer Bust 16oz $1 2-7p. $2.50 Sirloin Burger or Chicken
w/sides 5-9pm. Karaoke with Michael D. 9pm-close. Drag
Bingo every other Sunday 8-9

YARD DOG - Open 10am - 2am. Patio Bar opens
at 5pm.

COLORS - Closed on Mondays.
HOWL AT THE MOON –Open at 3 pm. Happy

Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm
pitchers, $5 lg pitchers.  Kitchen open 4-9 pm with
reduced prices on appetizers - best deal in town! Free
Texas Hold-’Em Poker Tournaments at 6:00 pm and 9:00
pm.  Sign-up begins one hour before playing time.  No
Cash - Play for Prizes and Points.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, DJ
Craig Carter  10pm-2am $1.50 well vodka drinks, All drink
specials not available during special events.

 VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 6pm.  Free pool
til 4pm.  $2.75 Skyy & Beefeaters Martinis.

WOODY’S - Open 10am. w/Special Happy Hour
til 2pm $1.50 well or domestic longnecks. Regular Happy
Hour 2-8. Karaoke w/Michael D. 9-1

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am. 50¢ off any Top
Shelf Rum until 8pm.  Beer Bust 4-8pm

COLORS - Open 4-11pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm,
$3 Skyy cocktails, $2.50 Domestics Well. Full menu
served 4-10pm.  Nightly dinner specials.

HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm
pitchers, $5 lg pitchers.  Free Pool all day.  Draught Beer
Specials all day.  Kitchen open 4-9pm.  Women-only
Texas Hold-Em Poker at 6:30 p.m.  Play for prizes and
points.

IBT’S - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
“Diva-Licious” show 9pm w/ Bunny Fu Fu& Friends.  After
show dance with DJ Q til 2am,

VENTURE-N - Open 8am. Patio 6pm. Free Pool
til 4pm.  $2.75 Cuervo  Margaritas 4-8pm

WOODY’S - Open 10am w/Special Happy Hour
til 2pm $1.50 well or domestic longnecks. Regular Happy
Hour 2-8. Underwear- fetish-leather nite $1 off for those
wearing underwear-fetish or leather.  (Excludes draught
& schnapps) for all in leather or underwear.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Vodka until 8pm  Beer Bust 4-8pm.

COLORS - Open 4-11pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm,$3
Skyy cocktails, $2.50 Domestics & Well.  Full menu
served 4-10pm.  Nightly dinner specials.

HOWL AT THE MOON –Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm
pitchers, $5 lg pitchers.  $2.00 Mexican Beers all day.
Kitchen open 4-9pm.  Karaoke with Debbie from 8 to
midnight.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, Boyz
Nite Out with your Bartenders & GoGo Boys dancing in
their undies and DJ Mike Lopez spinning Top 40 & All
request $1.75 Long Islands and $1.50 Tequila shots
10pm-2am.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am.  Patio  open 6pm.
Free Pool til 4pm.  Pool Tourney 7pm. $3 entry. Special
prices for players. Steak Nite (4th  Thursday of each
month).  Bring your own or get it here $6.00.

WOODY’S - Open 10am w/Special Happy Hour
til 2pm $1.50 well or domestic longnecks. Regular Happy
Hour 2-8.  Free Pool all day.  NTN Game Nite w/prizes 9-
close. $1 Pabst Blue Ribbon.  Patio bar open 8pm-close

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Bourbon til 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar opens
5pm.

COLORS - Open 4pm-1am. Happy Hour 4-7pm,
$3 Skyy cocktails, $2.50 Domestics Well .  Full menu
served 4-11pm. Nightly Dinner Specials.  6:30-9:30pm.
“Hot Jazz, Cool Martinis” with Susan Artemis 10pm “Guys
& Dolls” hosted by Lucinda Holliday.  Reservations
suggested.

HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3 sm
pitchers, $5 lg pitchers.  Line Dance Lessons 7:30 to 8:30
pm.  DJ Pat plays your favorite country dance songs 8:30
to midnight then a mix of dance & country ‘til close.
Kitchen open 4-9pm.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,, Hot
Dance with DJ Mike Lopez 9pm-2am.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am.  Patio open 6pm. Free
Pool til 4pm.  DJ 9pm to close.

WOODY’S - Open 10am.w/Special Happy Hour
til-2pm $1.50 well or domestic longnecks. Regular Happy
Hour 2-8.  Patio Bar open 8-close.  Party w/DJ Jeff 9-
close.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Gin until 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm.  Patio Bar Opens
5pm

NOW PLAYING THRU  MARCH 6NOW PLAYING THRU  MARCH 6NOW PLAYING THRU  MARCH 6NOW PLAYING THRU  MARCH 6NOW PLAYING THRU  MARCH 6
“Riverdance”, International company of 70
 performers.  TCC Box Office, 321-1000.

FRIDAY, MARCH 3FRIDAY, MARCH 3FRIDAY, MARCH 3FRIDAY, MARCH 3FRIDAY, MARCH 3
Comedienne Suzanne Westenhoefer at the Rialto
Theatre, 318 E. Congress.  740-1000.

MARCH 3 - 23MARCH 3 - 23MARCH 3 - 23MARCH 3 - 23MARCH 3 - 23
“Born Yesterday” Top Hat Theatre Club, 3110 E. Ft.
Lowell.  Fridays & Saturdays at 7:30 p.m.  Sundays at
3:30 p.m.

MARCH 4 - 26MARCH 4 - 26MARCH 4 - 26MARCH 4 - 26MARCH 4 - 26
“The Philadelphia Story” by Arizona Repertory
Theatre Company at Morroney Theatre, SE corner of
N. Park and E. Speedway) on the UofA campus.  621-
1162.
.
MARCH 5 - 12MARCH 5 - 12MARCH 5 - 12MARCH 5 - 12MARCH 5 - 12
“Sherlock Holmes: The Final Adventure”.  ARIZONA
Theatre Company.  Temple of Music and Art.  622-
2823

.
“FilmFest 2006" presented by Wingspan.  Three
days and nights filled with full length and short films
directed toward the Gay & Lesbian community.
Check their calendar of times on page twenty or go to
www.wingspan.org/FilmFest.

MARCH 11MARCH 11MARCH 11MARCH 11MARCH 11
The Temptations at Desert Diamond Casino.  321-
1000

MARCH 12MARCH 12MARCH 12MARCH 12MARCH 12
Eddie Money at Desert Diamond Casino.  321-1000

MARCH 14 - 19MARCH 14 - 19MARCH 14 - 19MARCH 14 - 19MARCH 14 - 19
“Doctor Dolittle” starring  Tommy Tune.  Tucson
Music Hall.  3231-1000

MARCH 19MARCH 19MARCH 19MARCH 19MARCH 19
Big Band Express at the Desert Diamond Casino.
321-1000.

MARCH 23 - APRIL 30MARCH 23 - APRIL 30MARCH 23 - APRIL 30MARCH 23 - APRIL 30MARCH 23 - APRIL 30
“Black Coffee” at Live Theatre Workshop.  327-0160

MARCH 31 - APRIL 1MARCH 31 - APRIL 1MARCH 31 - APRIL 1MARCH 31 - APRIL 1MARCH 31 - APRIL 1
“Brundibar - Hear My Voice” Arizona Onstage
Production.  Temple of Music and Art.  270-3332

APRIL 10APRIL 10APRIL 10APRIL 10APRIL 10
“The Bob Dylan Show” starring Bob Dylan and his
Band with Merle Haggard and the Strangers.
Tucson convention Center Arena 321-1000

APRIL 15 - MAY 6APRIL 15 - MAY 6APRIL 15 - MAY 6APRIL 15 - MAY 6APRIL 15 - MAY 6
“Tuesdays With Morrie” Arizona Theatre Company.
Temple of Music and Art.  622-2823.

AUGUST 17 - SEPTEMBER 24AUGUST 17 - SEPTEMBER 24AUGUST 17 - SEPTEMBER 24AUGUST 17 - SEPTEMBER 24AUGUST 17 - SEPTEMBER 24
“The Lion King” Broadway’s Award Winning Musical.
At Tucson Music Hall.  Tickets: Tucson Convention
Center Box Office, 260 S. Church Ave.  Ticketmaster
321-1000.

MARCH 10 - 12MARCH 10 - 12MARCH 10 - 12MARCH 10 - 12MARCH 10 - 12

COLORS - Open 4pm-1am, Happy Hour 4-7pm,
$3 Skyy cocktails, $2.50 Domestics and Well  Full menu
served 4-11pm.  Nightly dinner specials.  Singer, piano
player Marilyn Harris performs during dinner from 6:30 to
9:30 p.m.  Reservations suggested.

HOWL AT THE MOON –Open at 11:00 am.
Kitchen open til 9pm.  Happy Hour 11am-8pm, $2 Well,
domestic longnecks & pints, $3 small pitchers, $5 large
pitchers.  $4.00 Cheeseburger & Fries all day.  DJ Johnny
D playing your favorite dance & country 9pm to close.
Kitchen re-opens 9pm - midnight for late night munchies.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, 5-
8pm karaoke and Teryaki Kabobs on the patio. 8:30pm
Show time w/ Ajia Simone or Janee Star.  DJ Q spinning
Club Music inside and  Mike Lopez spinning on the patio
10pm to close..

VENTURE-N - Open 9am.  Patio Bar open 3pm.
Patio Beer Bust 3-7pm.  DJ 9 to close.

WOODY’S - Open 10am. Regular Happy Hour 2-
8. $5 Steak or Fish w/all the trimmings 5-9.  Patio Bar open
5-close.  Live Jazz w/Arthur Migliazza on the patio 6-9.
Party w/DJ Jeff 9-close.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am. Beer Bust 4-8pm.
$1.25 glass, $2.25 pitcher.  Patio Bar Opens 5pm.

Arts & Entertainment

Arts and Entertainment
Continued

FRIDAY, MARCH 3FRIDAY, MARCH 3FRIDAY, MARCH 3FRIDAY, MARCH 3FRIDAY, MARCH 3
HOWL AT THE MOON - “Leather and Lace Night” -
get out your chaps, dust ‘em off, put ‘em on.  (No bare
butts or chests please).

SUNDAY, MARCH 5SUNDAY, MARCH 5SUNDAY, MARCH 5SUNDAY, MARCH 5SUNDAY, MARCH 5
WOODY’S - Brunch 11:30 a.m.  Patio Bar 2 p.m. to
closing.  Beer Bust 2-7 p.m.  Burgers 5-9 p.m.
Karaoke with Michael D. 9 p.m.

YARD DOG SALOON - Steak Nite, cooked to order
by Rob and Pete.  7:00 p.m.

MONDAY, MARCH 6MONDAY, MARCH 6MONDAY, MARCH 6MONDAY, MARCH 6MONDAY, MARCH 6
WOODY’S - Academy Awards Party 5:00p.m.
Watch all sthe aawards on the patio theatre Mega
screen.  Food, live audio and drink specials.

YARD DOG SALOON - Monday Night Movies -
“Musst Love Dogs” 7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 10FRIDAY, MARCH 10FRIDAY, MARCH 10FRIDAY, MARCH 10FRIDAY, MARCH 10
WOODY’S - March Birthday???  Celebrate at
Woodys - cake - balloons - champagne.

SATURDAY, MARCH 11SATURDAY, MARCH 11SATURDAY, MARCH 11SATURDAY, MARCH 11SATURDAY, MARCH 11
HOWL AT THE MOON - Desert Divas present a
“Spring Fling Drag Show” at 10:00 p.m.  Starring
Aieda Monroe, Amanda Nicole, Giovanna DuMay,
and special guest Miss Divinity.

FRIDAY, MARCH 17FRIDAY, MARCH 17FRIDAY, MARCH 17FRIDAY, MARCH 17FRIDAY, MARCH 17
VENTURE-N - St. Patrick’s Day Party.  Beer Bust
plus cocktails and schnapps specials.

WOODY’S - St. Patrick’s Day Party - Rodger’s
Corned Beef and Cabbage.  Party favors.

SATURDAY, MARCH 18SATURDAY, MARCH 18SATURDAY, MARCH 18SATURDAY, MARCH 18SATURDAY, MARCH 18
HOWL AT THE MOON - TMI in Concert.  Tucson’s
own plays a mix of 70s & 80s classic rock plus a mix
of older and newer hits. $5.00 cover at the door.

VENTURE-N - It’s a “Morning After” Brunch by the
world famous chef BUCKY.
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HALLELUJAH RECOVERY DRUG & AL-
COHOL 12-STEP. Every Thursday 5:30-
6:30pm at Cornerstone Fellowship, 2902 N.
Geronimo. 622-4626.

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE
CLINIC provided daily by the Pima County
Health Department. Gay friendly. Confiden-
tial. Treatment and Medication too! Any
questions? Call 624-8272

SOUTHERN ARIZONA AIDS FOUNDA-
TION (SAAF), 375 S. EUCLID. Office Hours
8am to 5pm, Monday through Friday. Direct
services and emotional support for persons
with and affected by HIV. Anonymous HIV
testing and support groups available.
Prevention education programs. 628-SAAF
(7223). World wide web: http://www.saaf.org.
VOLUNTEERS WELCOME.

LESBIAN SUPPORT GROUP. Involving
discussion, support and activities. De-
signed to support each other. Meets 1st &
3rd Tuesday of each month from 6:30 to
8pm. Alternate Saturdays the group meets
for social activities. For info call Dorian
Easty. 882-7723 Facilitator.

P.F.L.A.G. - Parents and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays - is a support group
available to anyone who has a son,
daughter or friend who is Gay. Call 360-
3795 or write P.O. Box 36264, Tucson, AZ
85740-6264. All replies confidential.

GLBT-friendly AL-ANON group mets Satur-
days at 11am at Unitarian Universalist
Church, 4831 E. 22nd Street, Tucson

YOUNG AND GAY?
GLBT Youth 23 and under, meet every
Saturday in Tucson for sharing, support and
information. Meetings are held at 425 E. 7th
Street from 3 to 4:30 pm. You are not alone.
For more info call Wingspan, 624-1779.

The TUCSON Chapter of PRIME TIMERS
WORLDWIDE invites Gay or Bisexual men
and  their admirers to join and share Prime
Timers fellowship. We  welcome mature
men (and admirers) who  wish to become
involved with planned and future Prime
Timers (TPT) activities. Meetings lun-
cheons  and dinners  are held  monthly.  For
dates, times and information  call743-0810,
leave  name and phone number.
Tucsonpt@primetimersww,org

TUCSON GAY INFORMATION AND RE-
FERRAL
For Information on human service organiza-
tions, health and mental health services,
financial and government assistance,
emergency services such as food and
shelter, education, etc. Call Information and
Referral 881-1794 - 8 am - 5 pm M-F.

AIDS HOTLINE - 326-AIDS. Hours M-F,
9:00 am to 10:00 pm. Information,
counseling, HIV-related services, Tucson.

GAY OR BI-SEXUAL MEN in relationships
with women. Need friends you can talk to?
Weekly support group meets Wednesdays
6:30 - 8:00 pm. Licensed psychologist
facilitator. Call 745-6977 in Tucson for more
information. Strictly confidential.

WINGSPAN - Tucson’s Gay, Lesbian &
Bisexual Community Center, 425 E. 7th St.,
offers support groups / info line / social
events / library / meeting space. Volunteer
Opportunities. Board meetings every 2nd
Thursday (open to all), 6:00 p.m. Informa-
tion 624-1779.

GREATER PHOENIX GAY & LESBIAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (GPGLCC)
P.O. BOX 2097, Phoenix, AZ 85001-2097.
E-mail: webmaster@gpglcc.org or call
(602)225-8444.

SOURCES UNLIMITED, a Lesbian & Gay
referral service. Business and individual
listings are free of charge. All information
available to anyone just simply by asking.
322-5655. Leave message.
TucsonSources@aol.com

GET NAKED with TNTucson MEN! We’re a
social and recreational club.  Have you ever
longed to camp, swim, hike or play with
others who enjoy the same, dropping all the
masks and pretensions?  We;re for you!
TNTucsonMEN@nethere.com, P.O. Box
12176, Tucson 85792 or call 514-9894

INNER WISDOM - Try hypnotherapy for
pain relief, past life exploration and
addiction release. Also available: Spiritual
Counseling and Dream Interpretation. 579-
9020

BEARS OF THE OLD PUEBLO — a social
club for bears and bigger, more robust men
(and of course, those who prefer their
company). For more info, Call the Bears
Hotline (520)790-5775 or write P.O. Box
43910, Tucson, AZ 85733-3910 of visit our
website at www.botop.com All are welcome

to our general meetings/potlucks on the 2nd
Friday of every month, at 3202 E. 1st St. (the
“Ward 6" Office Bldg.) Just south of
Speedway & East of Country Club. PotLuck
Dinner begins at 6:30 and the monthly
meeting follows at 7:15 p.m.

LESBIAN AND GAY AL-ANON - Affected by
someone’s drinking? Meeting every Tues-
day 8:45 to 9:45 p.m. at Lambda Center,
2940 E. Thomas, Phoenix. Ellie 581-8850
or Ronn 968-2384.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE GROUP - Outreach
to Gay and Lesbian people in Arizona.
Meets monthly. Write to P.O. Box 893,
Phoenix, AZ 85001 or call Eddy Walters,
(602)371-1102

CRONIES SOCIAL GROUP. A Social group
for Gay men who enjoy the fellowship of
their peers. Call Leo at 624-6768.

T-SQUARES Lesbian and Gay square
dance club meets every Tuesday from 6:30-
9:00 p.m. at Cornerstone Fellowship Social
Hall, 2902 N. Geronimo (near 1st Ave. and
Laguna). Open to All. Call Liz at 325-9466 or
Ray at 749-5247.

LIGHTNING LIGHTING will provide lighting
for AIDS and related benefits at no charge.
For more info call Adrienne at 889-7298.

COME EXPLORE YOUR SPIRITUALITY!
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church
offers a variety of Gay and Lesbian groups
and services for the spiritually minded.
Come meet the Family! For more informa-
tion call Debbie 579-9827 or David 323-
7943.

LESBIAN/GAY WRITERS: Workshop at
7:00 p.m. third Wednesday of every month.
Read and critique current projects. Network
and support. For info call 325-4737.

DESERT VOICES, Tucson’s Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual, Transgender and Straight Cho-
rus, has been singing songs of pride, hope
and laughter for 16 seasons. Check out our
website at www.desertvoices.org, or call
(520)791-9662 for information about up-
coming concerts or how to join.

Join the LESBIAN & GAY PUBLIC
AWARENESS PROJECT. In Tucson write
Awareness Project, 3661 N. Campbell Ave.
#365, Tucson, AZ 85719.

AA Meeting with HIV/AIDS focus, Wednes-
days, 7:30 p.m., Wingspan Annex, 425 E.
7th St. All alcoholics welcome.

MEN’S SOCIAL NETWORK: Social organi-
zation for men of all ages. Building an
extended Gay family in Tucson. Monthly
social potluck gatherings the first Saturday
of each month and almost weekly social
activities. Call 690-9565 for information and
a newsletter. Check the Non-Bar Calendar
in the Observer.

CARE TEAMS ARE AVAILABLE to offer
support to people living with HIV/AIDS. The
Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network offers
trained, compassionate and committed
volunteers to provide services including
friendly visits, light housekeeping, assis-
tance with meals, shopping, errands,
transportation and companionship for
medical appointments, and respite care for
primary care givers. No judgement or
proselytizing - we are here to be of service.
For information call Scott at 299-6647.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SPORTS
TEAMS and updates on Gay Games 2002,
contract TEAM ARIZONA at their website:
teamarizona.org

ARE YOU GAY OR BISEXUAL AND
UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE? The Gay
Young Men’s Project is now looking for
volunteers for the project. We need people
who want to help create a positive social
change for young Gay men as well as
reduce the risk for HIV infection. For more
information please call 628-7223.

THE  MEN’S MASSAGE GROUP meets the
3rd Sunday of each month. It is a good way
to meet other men of all ages, safely, and
with the art of nurturing touch. There is a fee.
You must sign up in advance to participate.
Call Marc at 881-4582 for more information
or sign up.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE GLBT,
Tucson’s Gay and Lesbian business
networking group holds regular meetings
the third Thursday of every month. Call 615-
6436 for more info.
www.tucsonglbtchamber.org

TUCSON PRIDE, INC. (Formerly Tucson
Lesbian and Gay Alliance - TLGA) meets on
the second Tuesday at 845 S. Craycroft
Road at 6pm. Tucson Pride events: Pride
Week, Gay West and OUToberFEST.
Inquiries about support groups and indi-

vidual needs should be directed to
Wingspan and other local agencies listed
here. For more information call 622-3200 or
visit the TPI website at
www.tucsonpride.com

LEARN TO BE A LISTENING FRIEND
Unique Hospital Volunteer Program teaches
listening skills to Volunteers who provide a
safe/compassionate environment to at-risk
patients. Training every 6 weeks. 694-
7063.

TUCSON INTERFAITH HIV/AIDS NET-
WORK (TIHAN), a coalition of faith
communities committed to a compassion-
ate response to HIV/AIDS, provides HIV
education in congregational settings, volun-
teer CareTeams to support HIV+ persons, a
referral network of HIV-sensitive clergy, and
interfaith services of healing and hope. For
more information call 299-6647.

ANONYMOUS HIV COUNSELING AND
TESTING is available through the Pima
County Health Department at sites through-
out Tucson, Very Gay Friendly. For more
information or to make an appointment call
791-7676.

GRACE GROUP - CATHOLIC GAY/
LESBIAN SUPPORT GROUP meets every
2nd and 4th Monday at 7:30 p.m. in the
Madonna Hall at Saints Peter and Paul
Catholic Church, 1436 N. Campbell across
from University Hospital. For more info. Call
Anabeli at 325-0892

SMART (Self Management And Recovery
Training) a free non-12-step self-help
alternative for people working to overcome
addictive and other emotional problems
meets in Tucson Monday thru Thursdays at
different locations. For more information
about SMART, contact Jennifer at 838-
3975.

AZdykes is a new email list for Lesbians
living in Arizona. For information mail
tyan@theriver.com and request guidelines.

OUTLOUD! Tucson’s premiere Local Les-
bian and Gay Radio Show, broadcast every
Sunday from 7-8 pm on 91.3 FM,
Community Radio KXCI.

THEATER / DINNER / MOVIES / ETC!
Nonsmoking Lesbian Network meets every
month. If you’d like to meet women 50+
(flexible) and socialize in a smoke-free
environment, please call or email: 888-8010
‘til 9pm, or joycesmth1@aol.com.  The group
dines OUT! and attends shows, movies,
comedy events, etc. Now in our 23rd year,
7th in Tucson.

SOUTHERN  ARIZONA GENDER  ALLI-
ANCE (SAGA). The Southwest’s largest
transgender and gender-diversity advo-
cacy organization.  Speakers and panelists
available.  General meetings monthly on
the 1st Mondays at 7pm; Dezert Girlz (MTF
Support) meets 2nd Mondays at 7pm; Dezert
Boyz (FTM Support) meets 3rd Tuesdays at
7pm.  Also serving partners, youth, intersex,
service providers and allies.  Call (520)624-
1779 x26 for more info.

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR
ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES. Not a dating
club. Discreet. Meetings every Monday
evening. Call for more info. APEX (Arizona
Power Exchange) 602-415-1123. 24-hr
multi-choice message including informa-
tion, calendar and location.

ARIZONA AIDS POLICY ALLIANCE
(AZAPA) seeks to educate legislators and
citizens about sound AIDS policy. For more
information write AZAPA, 6523 N. 14th St.,
#112, Phoenix, AZ 85014 or call 602-279-
4805.

DESERT DOMINION, whose focus is
providing information and education for
people interested in the BDSM lifestyle,
meets monthly for group discussion and
social events. Visit our web site http://
www.desertdominion.org or call (520)792-
6424

SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS. Starting
this February, the Tucson Rape crisis
Center will be providing free confidential
group services for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender survivors of all manner of
sexual assault. Interested persons please
call Mirto Stone, MSW, at 327-1171 (if
unavailable leave message with phone
number.

AAPSP - ARIZONA ASSOCIATION OF
PUBLIC SAFETY PROFESSIONALS: a
confidential organization committed to
providing support and networking for all
Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual public safety
professionals in Arizona. Membership open
to Law Enforcement Officers, Firefighters,
Probation, Parole and Corrections Officers
and civilians working within these agencies.
Website: AAPSP.org or e-mail:
AAPSP@aol.com or call Dave (520)745-

9059 (Tucson) or Kim (602)534-6219
(Phoenix)

TUCSON CATHOLIC GAY & LESBIAN
FAMILY MINISTRY. Currently meeting the
4th Monday of every month at SS Peter &
Paul Church, Madonna Hall 7:30 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. Fr. Fiedler in attendance every
meeting and willing to speak one on one.
Reaching out to Parents and Families. For
more info call Doc or Barbara 293-6624.

SAA (Sex Addicts Anonymous) has 5
meetings a week in Tucson. People who
wish to stop their compulsive sexual
behavior, please call (520) 745-0775 for
current information.

TUCSON GREATER SOFTBALL ASSO-
CIATION. Interested? Call Kelly Quinn,
(520)906-0669 and or Mona Garcia 256-
8728.

LUTHERANS CONCERNED — Tucson
chapter for Gay/Lesbian  Lutherans meets
3rd Sunday, 6:30 p.m. each month at Santa
Cruz Lutheran Church, 6809 S. Cardinal
Ave. For information visit www.lctucson.org
write: LC, 7014 E. Golf Links Road, PMB
212, Tucson, AZ 85730.

REVEILLE GAY MEN’S CHORUS re-
hearses Tuesdays 7-10pm at MCC Church,
3269 N. Mountain. Have any history/
experience singing? Join us!! Call 617-3100
for more info.

“OUT ON THE TRAILS - EQUESTRIAN FUN!”
Rider Club forming. Looking for women and
men to ride together on the trails of Southern
Arizona. Must have own horse, truck and
trailer. For more info write: “Out On The
Trails” P.O. Box 44045, Tucson, AZ 85733-
4045

THE MAN TO MAN Social/erotic education
club is the tantric men’s group that offers
passionate friendships, fun activities and
real Tantric sex education. Marc 881-4582

LGBT BUDDHIST MEDITATION GROUP.
Join us for two 20 minute silent sitting
meditations, and reading from Buddhist
spiritual text and discussion. Bring a friend
and a pillow or cushion. Takes place every
Sunday from 10:00 - 11:30am at Wingspan,
425 E. 7th St.. Contact Maurice Grossman
for more info. 323-2293.

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP FOR VICTIM/
SURVIVORS OF Domestic Violence, Sexual
Assault, Hate Crimes, Bias Acts, Harass-
ment.  Call Lori at Wingspan, 624-1779, ext.
20.  Services are free.

NEW TUCSON SOBRIETY SUPPORT
GROUP.  Secular Organizations for Sobri-
ety - Sundays 8:00 - 9:30 p.m. at 739 N. 4th

Avenue.  Contacts Rick R. 520-792-2604 or
Gary S. 520-323-1969.  More information at
www.secularhumanism.org/sos/  This group
is an alternative to 12-step programs.

MEN’S KINK DISCUSSION GROUP (Open
to all who identify as male and are 18 or
older) meets 2nd Tuesday of the month,  7:00
p.m. at Desert Dominion, 3843 E. 37th Street,
Tucson,   (Map available at
www.desertdominion,org) For those who
are kinky or just curious. No fee,
contributions are appreciated, but not
required.

SUN WORSHIPERS OF TUCSON (SWOT)
is a local men’s nudist organization for men
of all ages.  Events feature swimming,  hot
tubbing and socializing in a relaxed, private
setting

MAN TO MAN INTENTIONAL COMMU-
NITY FORMING for anyone wanting quality
friendships, better health and more passion
in their lives.  This group has far-reaching
benefits for those who want to explore their
own spirituality, sexuality and purpose in life.
Contact Marc Haberman, Holistic Health
Practitioner at 881-4582.
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