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New Mass. Senate President LGBT Media Seeks Place At

To Allow Vote On Anti-L/G
Marriage Amendment

BOSTON (Observer Update) - The
new President of the Massachusetts
Senate has announced she will not try
to block a vote on a proposed
amendment that would end same-sex
marriage in the state, reported the
Associated Press on 365Gay.com.
Therese Murray was elected by
Senate Democrats on Thursday (Mar.
22) to replace former Sen. Robert
Travaglini.

An opponent of the amend-
ment, Murray said she would work
with state LGBT civil rights groups to
defeat the measure, but said she
would not use her power to prevent the
issue from coming to a vote. Toamend
the state constitution a joint session of
the House and Senate must approve a
proposed amendment in two consecu-
tive sessions of the Legislature then
put the issue to voters. Only 50 votes
in the joint session are needed for a
proposed amendment to advance. In
2005 Travaglini used a procedural
maneuver to adjourn the joint ses-
sions before the amendment came up
for a vote. But, following criticism from
the state’s highest court allowed a
vote in January, the final day of the
legislative session. The proposed
amendment received 61 votes, more
than needed to go to the next phase.

Murray was one of those who
voted against the amendment. “My
vote is going to be just what it was the
lasttime,” Murray told reporters as she

made her way into

the Senate for her

first formal session

as president. “But

I'm not going to

move to adjourn. |

will call for a vote

and | will try to help

the [LGBT] advo-

cates get the votes Therese Murray
that they need.” Murray said she
hoped ultimately the measure will fail -
either in the next joint session later
this year or at the polls.

Statewide LGBT groups said
they would work with Murray. “We look
forward to working with President
Murray and her leadership team to
defeat the discriminatory ballot mea-
sure that would deny the rights of Gay
and Lesbian couples and their fami-
lies,” said MassEquality Campaign
Director Marc Solomon. “Terry
Murray understands that strong, safe
families make stronger and safer
communities across the Common-
wealth.”

State Sen. Jarrett T. Barrios
(D), who is openly Gay, said that even
though Murray favors allowing a vote
there could still be a way of derailing it
before it could be put to voters. “There
are many ways that things can go
forward as we saw with the health care
amendment,” Barrios told the Associ-
ated Press. Lawmakers voted to send
that question to a study last year,
effectively killing it.
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The Table At GLAAD Awards

NEW YORK CITY - On the eve of one
of the highest honors awarded by the
Gay community, the organization that
recognizes positive portrayals of the
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender (LGBT) community in
the mainstream media is facing
growing pressure to honor its own, the
New York Times reported. The Gay
and Lesbian Alliance Against Defama-
tion (GLAAD), which held its 18th
annual media awards Monday (Mar.
26), considers work by LGBT media
outlets to be ineligible. That policy has
come under criticism recently by some
companies that contend that GLAAD’s
criteria for selecting nominees are
outdated at a time when the distinction
between mainstream and alternative
media has become increasingly
blurred.

Here Networks, a premium
cable channel with programming
aimed at Gay and Lesbians, sent a
letter to the organization’s president
saying that GLAAD’s policy is “ar-
chaic, short-sighted and ghettoizing.”
The cable network added: “In the
absence of strategic change from
GLAAD, the organization’s largest
event is on the verge of becoming
irrelevant.” Some Gay media execu-
tives said they saw a contradiction in
that GLAAD helped pave the way for
Gay media outlets to exist, but now
does not consider those outlets
eligible for its signature awards event.
“l was flabbergasted,” said Stephen F.
Macias, the senior vice president,
corporate and marketing communica-
tions for Here Networks. “The organi-
zation that is supposed to be clearing

Federal Legislation expanding the definition of hate crimes is working its way through the U.S. House of I?(epresenta-
tives. For more information see Mark Kerr’s Politics column on page nine of this issue of the Observer.

the field for us is relegating us to the
corners.”

Neil G. Giuliano, the president
of GLAAD, defended the organization’s
stance, noting that its goal has
traditionally been to influence media
outside the Gay and Lesbian commu-
nity. “Our mission has been to seek to
ensure fair, accurate and inclusive
coverage of our community in the
media whose job it is not to work
directly for the LGBT community,” he
said. “l would expect LGBT media to
always be fair, accurate and inclusive
in telling the LGBT story.”

Other Gay media outlets are
also clamoring for recognition at
GLAAD’s media awards. LOGO, the
Gay-themed cable network owned by
MTV and Viacom, raised the issue
with GLAAD last year. The network’s
general manager, Lisa Sherman,
issued a statement that again raised
objections to GLAAD’s policy. “We
encourage GLAAD toinclude underits
mission every artist and creator who
has made the portrayals of Gay people
accurate, authentic and more inclu-
sive.” (LOGO said it will still broadcast
the awards show despite its con-
cerns.)

Anne Stockwell, the execu-
tive editor of The Advocate, said her
magazine’s staff members have been
bewildered that GLAAD has chosen
not to honor their work at the awards.
“Everybody feels it would be great to
see GLAAD take a forward-looking
position and be assertive in coming to
some kind of a sensible way to
recognize all of us,” Ms. Stockwell
said. “l do think it can feel frustrating to
do all the reporting that we do, and
break all the stories that we break, and
not feel that there is a path to
recognition.” The Advocate’s parent
company, Planet Out, is a sponsor of
the awards program.

Media experts said that the
growing criticism of GLAAD’s criteria
for selecting its nominees reflects the
changing media landscape. “What
constitutes a Gay media outlet?” said
Howard Buford, chief executive of
Prime Access, an advertising agency
that specializes in campaigns aimed
at Gays and other minorities. “Is it Gay
ownership? Is it predominantly Gay
content? Is it a Gay target audience?
It's not as easy a definition as it was at
the beginning.” Mr. Buford, a former
member of GLAAD’s board, said he
raised the issue when he was with the
organization in the late 1990s. “The
response was that GLAAD sought to
recognize and honor portrayals that
had the widestimpact, and particularly
in mainstream media.”

Mr. Giuliano said the GLAAD
board is likely to take the issue up
again this year. “We’re always open to
having conversations with all the key
stakeholders in the broader LGBT
movement.”
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Special Workshop
At Cornerstone
April1
TUCSON - Cornerstone Fellowship
announced a special workshop facili-
tated by Pastor Fred Pattison of Olive
Tree Ministries. “The Biblical Feasts
of the Lord,” will take place Sunday,

Apr. 1, 6:00 p.m. at Cornerstone, 2902
N. Geronimo.

Focus will be on the seven
feasts, or festivals, recorded in
Leviticus 23 that were instituted by
God. Each participant will receive a
handbook that Pattison Fred has
compiled on these feasts. The format
of the workshop will be teaching and
group discussion. It is vital for
believers living under the New Cov-
enant to understand our spiritual roots
embedded in the Hebrew Scriptures
and in Judaism.

Pattison has been a disciple
of Yeshua (Jesus) since 1949 and has
been preaching since 1948. He
received his formal Bible education at
Northwestern Schools, Baptist Bible
Seminary and Northeastern Bible
College. He has founded churches
and began pastoring his first interra-
cial congregation in 1954 while still
attending Bible College. Pattison
retired from active pastoring in 1996
and now lives in Strawberry, Arizona
with his life-partner Joseph Sombrio.
Pattison has an active literature
ministry known as Strawberry Views
and he also founded Olive Tree
Ministries. This non-denominational
ministry is geared to preaching,
teaching and equipping Christians.

Cornerstone Fellowship is
committed to sharing the Gospel of
Jesus Christ with all persons, regard-
less of race, culture, social standing,
sexual orientation, or gender identity.
For further information, call (520) 622-
4626 or E-mail: pastorpaul@qwest.net.

LGBT Seder Apr. 3

TUCSON - Why is this seder different
from every other seder? Because it’s
the LGBT Jewish Inclusion Project
seder on Apr. 3!

Let's celebrate redemption,
reflect upon oppression, and gather
togetherin the spirit of freedom. Due to
limited space you must RSVP.

Call Miriam, (520) 406-3859
or E-mail: miriamyum@gmail.com
(meal will be vegetarian). Please
share your favorite tradition or seder
idea.

Jell-O Wrestling

Marks Milestone
TUCSON - Any fund raiser that
manages to survive for 20 years
deserves a big celebration and that’s
what the 20th Anniversary of the Reno
Gannon Memorial Jell-O Wrestling
and Live Auction Extravaganza will
get this year. This very unique and
fun-to-the-extreme fund raiser will be
held on Sunday, May 6, at Woody’s,
3710 N. Oracle, to raise funds for the
Southern Arizona AIDS Foundation
(SAAF).

The party will begin at 2:00
p.m. with entertainment from after-
noon hostesses Bunny Fu Fu and Ajia
Simone, fun games for great prizes, a
silent auction and terrific food.

Funds raised through Jell-O
Wrestling assist SAAF with our
mission to help people living with HIV/
AIDS and make available vital HIV
prevention and education programs
for at-risk groups within our commu-
nity and throughout the community in
general.

Tickets for this year's Ex-
travaganza are $20, which includes
the afternoon party, a gift from one of
our Champion Sponsors, and a meal
ticket for a burger, veggie burger or hot
dog, chips, a beverage and sweet, or
$10 for entrance only. Please visit the
Jell-O website at jello-wrestling.org to
get more information or to request
your application to wrestle, or contact
Mae at (520) 628-7223 or by E-mail at
events@saaf.org.

Rainbow Cultural
Training April 5

TUCSON - Learn how to better serve
the older Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender (LGBT) community when
Wingspan Rainbow Trainers will
present information about specific
concerns of LGBT elders and ways
you can improve your service to the
community, Thursday, Apr. 5, 2 - 4:00
p-m. at the Ward Six Council Office,
3202 E. 1%t St.

This training is excellent for

anyone offering service to the aging
community: caregivers, social work-
ers, nurses, doctors, etc.

For more information, contact
Judy Kinney, (520) 624-1779, Ext. 123
or E-mail: jkinney@wingspan.org.

Desert Voices Last
Show For Season
April 21-22

TUCSON - Desert Voices, Tucson’s
LGBTS Mixed Chorus, under the
direction of Chris Tackett, presents
their last show of the season, Coming
Out Under Fire, April 21-22.

Coming Out Under Fire takes
a more poignant look at the trials that
Gay and Lesbian people faced around
the world, on the front lines and on the
home front here in Tucson during the
darkest days of World War Il through
the Allied victory in 1945. Join the
chorus as it sees how people
managed to keep a Gay outlook even
in the darkest of times. They'll be
singing even more fabulous vocal big
band music as well as some of the
most beautiful choral music created in
response to the hardships of the era.

The show is presented at the
Proscenium Theater on the Pima
Community College West campus,
2202 W. Anklam Road, on Saturday,
Apr. 21, 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, Apr.
22, 2:00 p.m. Tickets are available
through the Box office at (520) 791-
9662, at Antigone Books on Fourth
Avenue, and through any chorus
member. Advance salesare $18 ($12
for senior citizens and students); $20
at the door.

Treasures For
TIHAN April 28

TUCSON -“Treasures for TIHAN,” the
signature fund raising event for the
programs and services of the Tucson
Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network (TIHAN),
is coming up on Saturday, Apr. 28,
6:30 p.m. at the Pavilion at The Westin
La Paloma Resort and Spa in the
Tucson foothills.

A sparkling evening of great
music, fantastic food, and wonderful
auction items to raise funds to support
TIHAN’s programs and services, the
“Treasures” benefit is the largest
event of the year for TIHAN, raising
over $106,000 last year.

Tickets for the event are $65
($32 is tax-deductible), and can be
purchased by calling (520) 299-6647
or online at tihan.org/treasures.

Gay Israeli Director
Eytan Fox At UofA
April 12

TUCSON - Gay Israeli director Eytan
Fox will be coming to the University
of Arizona’s Gallagher Theater on
Thursday, Apr. 12, 6:00 p.m.

Eytan, director of the award
winning films “Walk On Water” and
“Yossi and Jagger,” will be screening
one of his films and discussing his
work, as well as the issues surround-
ing everyday LGBT life in Israel. Ad-
mission is free.

For more information, E-mail:
bensky.cook@gmail.com.
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Shout The Bigots Down

By Elton John

Homophobia is far from dead.
My 60th birthday wish is that we all
stand up for basic human rights.

The bigots still have a loud
voice and they’re not being shouted
down. On Dec. 21 2005 | was legally
bound to the man | love - as is my legal
right and my human right. | wanted to
shout about it, but | still felt nervous of
the public’s reaction. | was, therefore,
delighted and relieved on leaving the
register office in Windsor to find the
crowd outside cheering and supporting
our union. | had feared that abusive,
banner-waving bigots would try to spoil
the occasion. | felt so proud that day to
be British.

However, in some countries
my voice would have been drowned
out - maybe even stamped out. For
many, basic rights are still a matter of
life and death. Individuals suffer
because of their sexuality every day.
Last year William Hernandez had a
gun pressed against his neck, as he
stood in the street outside the El
Salvador offices of his Gay rights
organization, Entre Amigos. William
and his colleagues speak out for Gay
rights in El Salvador and had been
protesting against political moves to
amend the constitution to formally
prevent Gay marriage.

“We will kill you before you can
get married,” said his attacker.

The offices of Entre Amigos
had been broken into and ransacked
two nights before. Nothing of value had
been stolen, but details of planned

events were taken and written
homophobic threats were left in the
offices. It was the seventh such
break-in, in five years.

These aren’t isolated inci-
dents. Attacks on Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual and Transgender people
are commonplace and those respon-
sible are seldom brought to justice.
Men and women are persecuted and
attacked every day, all over the
world, just because of those they
love. Amnesty International has
documented laws which criminalize
Gay sex in over 80 countries.

Homophobia impacts very
badly on health education. Informa-
tion that could help prevent the
spread of HIV and AIDS is sup-
pressed - or those providing it, or
seeking it out, are persecuted.
William and his colleagues are
targeted partly because they provide
sex education for Gay people in El
Salvador.

In Sept. 2006, on stage in
Warsaw, | made a statement about
homophobia: “Twenty-two years ago
| came to Gdansk and met Lech
Walesa in his home. At that time he
was a hero to everyone in the world
as he fought for freedom and his own
human rights,” | told the crowd. “l am
just a musician. | play and | hopefully
make everyone’s troubles disappear
for a couple of hours ... | am also a
Gay man ... and | know thatin Poland
recently there has been a lot of
violence towards Gay people. And |
urge you ... this is a time for
compassion. There is enough hatred
in the world. Leave Gay people

alone. We are just trying to be
ourselves. Love is what it’s all about

. and the Polish people have
always been full of love.”

This weekend (Mar. 25) is
my 60th birthday, 40 years since the
decriminalization of homosexuality
in the UK, and yet sadly outlawed
still in many parts of the world. | want
to take this opportunity to shine a
spotlight on William Hernandez, his
colleagues and the many individu-
als who stand up for human rights
around the world, at great risk to
their own safety. People like William
are far braver than | am, because
when bigots shout abuse, he shouts
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back. With enough support, they’ll shout
the bigots down.

My voice has served me pretty
well over the years; | hope maybe it can
do him some good too. But we need more
voices. Whether the bigot is in our local
pub or miles away, we should all stand up
and speak out for basic human rights. |
want to ask you, today, to add your voice.
Go to the address below to sign up to
Amnesty’s campaign (amnesty.org.uk/
william).

(Elton John wrote this op-ed for
the Mar. 22 edition of The Guardian
newspaper, from which this is reprinted.)

Syphilis On The Rise Among
Gay Men In Maricopa County

PHOENIX - The U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
says syphilis, a sexually transmitted
disease caused by bacteria, is on
the rise among Gay men in
Maricopa County, Arizona, reports
Arizona State University’s Web
Devil online newspaper,
StatePress.com, reported
advocate.com.

Syphilis cases have tripled
among Gay men in Maricopa
County in the past three years,
reaching 175 cases in 2006. In the
same year there were 142 cases
among heterosexual people. Last
year was the first year since the
1980s that syphilis cases among
Gay men outnumbered cases among
heterosexuals. Syphilis can be
transmitted through fluids or skin-to-
skin contact and may increase risk
of HIV infection if herpes and
syphilis sores are present.

Freddy Roman, assistant
director of the Wellness and Health

Promotion department at Arizona State,
which is in the Maricopa County of
Tempe, says students don’'t always
practice safe sex. “Young people in
general are taking risks that will expose
them to sexually transmitted infections.”
Roman said.

The campus fraternity for Gay,
Bisexual, and questioning students,
Sigma Phi Beta, says it has regular
presentations on safe sex and strives to
keep its members informed about sexual
health.
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AHRF Garden Party April 23

TUCSON - The Arizona Human Rights
Fund will be holding their annual
Garden Party, Monday, Apr. 23, 5:30 -
7:30 p.m. at the Tucson Botanical
Gardens, 2150 N. Alvernon.

This event is the local mem-

bership drive for the statewide LGBT
rights organization. In addition, people
will have a chance to mingle in one of
the best gardens of the Old Pueblo and
find out the latest in the political
movment.

New Mexico Senate Refuses To
Take Up Domestic Partner Bill

Gov. Bill Richardson

SANTA FE, New Mexico - Republicans
have sent Gov. Bill Richardson a harsh
message on LGBT rights just as he
was preparing to trumpet success in
pushing through a domestic partner bill
in speeches to LGBT rights groups,
reported 365Gay.com. Richardson,
who is seeking the Democratic nomi-
nation for President, had hoped to use
passage of the partner legislation to
garner LGBT support. He recalled the
legislature and the measure passed
the House but on the weekend (Mar.
24-25) the Senate refused to deal with
it and six other bills the governor
wanted passed. As soon as the Senate
was called to order in special session
on Saturday Republicans immediately
moved to adjourn. With the help of
three Democrats the motion was
accepted and the Senate rose.

The Senate is scheduled to

reconvene on but only if the House
remains in session. Since the lower
house has completed its work in the
special session it is unknown if
representatives will decide to stay in
session in an attempt to force the
Senate to act and even then, the
Senate could continue to adjourn itself
without taking up any of the bills.
Democratic and GOP leaders are
slated to meet to resolve the impasse.
Richardson has denied any connection
with the recall of the legislature to deal
with the partner bill and his weekend
appearance at LGBT events, but
Republicans accuse him of forcing
lawmakers to return to Santa Fe just to
look good to “the gay lobby.”

In 2003, Richardson issued an
executive order providing state em-
ployees, both gay and straight, with the
option of providing their partners
health insurance through domestic
partner coverage. Under the order,
domestic partner coverage is not
available to employees after they
retire, while spousal coverage is
provided. Late last year he joined
LGBT activists in calling for a
statewide domestic partner law that
would provide the same benefits as
marriage. The measure passed the
House but the Senate stripped out
many of the bill’s provisions, making it
according to gay rights groups mean-
ingless. When the revised bill returned
the House the original language was
restored but the session ended before
the Senate could vote again and the bill
died when the regular session ended.
In its special session the House again
passed the measure sending it to the
Senate. Unless the Senate deals with
the bill it will die again when the
session ends.

Gay-Friendly Sex-Ed Bill
Back In Congress

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Members of
Congress reintroduced a bill Thursday
(Mar. 22) that would provide grants for
comprehensive and age-appropriate
sex education, replacing the absti-
nence-only, straight-only education
authorized under the former Republi-
can leadership, the PlanetOut Network
reported.

Currently, the federal govern-
ment is slated to spend more than $1
billion in abstinence-only education
through 2008. Federal funding is
denied institutions that provide facts
about homosexuality, same-sex mar-
riage or birth control. The Responsible
Education About Life Act was pre-
sented by Reps. Barbara Lee, D-CA,
and Christopher Shays, R-CT, and
Sen. Frank Lautenberg, D-N.J., and
would grant $206 million per year to
states for comprehensive sexuality
education. Of the 19 million cases of
sexually transmitted disease annually
in the United States, nearly half strike
young people ages 15 to 24, Lee and
the other lawmakers said in a written
statement.

“We need to get real about sex
education,” Lee said in the statement.
“We should absolutely be teaching
young people about abstinence, butwe
shouldn’t be holding back information
that can save lives and prevent

unwanted pregnancies. Instead of
‘abstinence only,” what we’re propos-
ing is ‘abstinence-plus.’ “ “Growing up
isn’t easy and our kids find themselves
in tough situations every day,”
Lautenberg said in the statement.
“They need all the information to make
smart choices, and ‘abstinence-only’
programs are not enough. It's time to
bring sex education up-to-date to
reflect the real-life situations facing
young Americans.”

The Human Rights Campaign,
the Sexuality Information Education
Council of the U.S., AIDS Alliance for
Children, Youth and Families and the
National Education Association have
all come out in support of the bill since
the first time it was introduced in 2005.
“Our nation’s youth deserve the facts
about how to protect themselves from
sexually transmitted infections, includ-
ing HIV,” Joe Solmonese, president of
the Human Rights Campaign, said in a
written statement. “The federal govern-
ment has tied states’ hands when it
comes to providing prevention educa-
tion to teens. It's time to ensure that
states can provide comprehensive sex
education that gives students the tools
they need to make responsible deci-
sions.”
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JERSEY CITY, New Jersey - Corey
Andrew, like thousands of other job
seekers, recently posted his profile on
a popular career-based web site,
hoping to nab some work as a
copywriter. But the response he
received was anything but typical,
Jersey Journal reported. The posting
on CareerBuilder.com brought several
potential suitors, including an Army
recruiter who replied in late Feb.
However, Andrew had no interest in
joining the Army for a number of
reasons, including the military’s ban on
openly Gay and Lesbian citizens from
putting on the uniform. Andrew identi-
fies himself as Gay.

His lack of interest didn’t stop
him from asking the recruiter whether
he was able to serve in the Army as a
Gay man. The question sparked a
bizarre three-day exchange, escalat-
ing into a bigoted tirade from the
recruiter and an official military investi-
gation. Using a military E-mail ad-
dress, U.S. Army recruiter Sgt. Marcia
Ramode fired off an E-mail in capital
letters that “ IF YOU ARE Gay WE
DON'T TAKE YOU. YOU ARE CON-
SIDERED UNQUALIFIED.”

After more prodding from
Andrew on the Army’s recruitment
policy, the messages escalated into a
bigoted tirade. For example, Ramode
told Andrew that “being Gay is
disgusting and immoral.” In a separate
E-mail, Ramode wrote, “You must be a
total idiot and so stupid to presume that
you do not know what gender you are.”
Ramode added that Andrew should be
more grateful to the military for
defending his freedoms, but that as a
Gay man “he should leave the United
States.” The insults were not only flying

Bigoted E-Mails From Army |
Recruiter Outrage Gay Man

one way, as Andrew criticized her
vocabulary and poor spelling and, after
finding out she was a Native American,
wrote: “So take that to your next rain
dance.” Ramode didn’t limit her E-mail
attacks to insults about Andrew’s
sexual preferences.

Andrew, who is black, criti-
cized Ramode’s word choices and
poor spelling. In response, the appar-
ently enraged sergeant said in graphic
language that Andrew should “GO
BACK TO AFRICA AND DO YOUR
GAY VOODOO LIMBO TANGO AND
WANGO DANCE AND JUMP AROUND
AND PRANCE AND RUN ALL OVER
THE PLACE HALF NAKED THERE.”

The U.S. Army Recruiting
Command’s Staff Judge Advocate has
referred the E-mail exchange to
Ramode’s commander for “review,
investigation and appropriate action,”
Sgt. Douglas Smith, a public affairs
officer based Fort Knox, Texas, said in
a statement. Under the Department of
Defense’s “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” policy,
recruiters do not ask applicants any
questions about their sexual orienta-
tion. “If an applicant makes a statement
that he or she is homosexual, the
recruiter must inform the applicantin a
professional manner that they are not
eligible for enlistment,” the statement
said. Andrew, who is also a singer-
songwriter and has worked for New
York’s advertising giant Young &
Rubicam, said he thinks the Army
contacted him because the Iraq war
has made it harder to recruit.

Steve Ralls, a director of
communications for the Service Mem-
bers Legal Defense Network, which
helps victims of discrimination under

the “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” policy, says
Ramode should be fired. “The
recruiter’'s remarks were outrageous
and offensive in almost every way,”
Ralls said. “Anti-Gay harassment
throughout the military is well docu-
mented but this is particularly egre-
gious because the recruiter’s language
is so homophobic and racist.” Ralls is
relieved the Army appears to be taking
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the E-mail exchange seriously. “The
command expects its recruiters to
conduct themselves in a professional
manner in all dealings with potential
applicants and members of the public,”
said Smith of the Army. “We are
ambassadors for America’s Army.”

Ramode did not return phone
calls seeking comment.

Restaurant Accused Of Turfing
Lesbians Over Kiss

KANSAS CITY, Missouri - A Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender
rights group protested Friday (Mar. 23)
near a International House of Pan-
cakes (IHOP) restaurant it said ejected
four women because two of them
kissed, reported the Associated Press
on 365Gay.com. ‘It was a casual kiss,”
said Eva Sandoval, who said the
women were approached after she
briefly kissed her girlfriend, Blair Funk.
“It was the sort of kiss | would give my
grandfather.”

But IHOP Corp. said the
kissing was more extensive and that
the manager only asked the women to
tone things down. Sandoval, 23, said
the manager told them there had been
complaints about public displays of
affection at the women’s table. “He
said, ‘Don’t look at me, stupid, like you
don’t know what I’'m talking about. You
know you were back there French-
kissing at the table,”” Sandoval said,
reading from a prepared statementata
news conference. “We didn't know
what he was talking about because we
hadn’'t been.” The women said they
were told to leave and not come back.
They said they wanted a public
apology and wanted the manager to be
fired, although they later said sensitiv-
ity training would be an acceptable

alternative. The Gay, Lesbian, Bi-
sexual and Transgender rights group
PROMO also planned the protest.

IHOP said the manager had
undergone sensitivity training before
the incident and said its restaurants do
not treat people differently based on
sexual orientation. There is no Mis-
souri or U.S. law prohibiting discrimi-
nation based on sexual orientation by
restaurants and other establishments.
“We’re welcoming to all. That's how we
built our business for 50 years,” IHOP
spokesman Patrick Lenow said. “What’s
not welcome at our restaurants are
bold displays of affection, with open-
mouth kissing and caressing. That’s
really not welcome at any restaurants.”
Lenow said the women, who had been
going to the restaurant for several
years, had been asked before notto do
such things as “exposing bare skin and
lying down in booths with their heads
resting on other guests’ laps.” “What
we're troubled by is that a guest-
service issue has turned into seem-
ingly so much more,” Lenow said. The
three women who spoke at the news
conference said the prior incidents
Lenow mentioned never happened.
They did say they had kissed
numerous times and had not been
confronted about it.
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Penn State Women’s Basketball
Coach Rene Portland Quits

STATE COLLEGE,
Pennsylvania (Observer
Update) - Penn State
women’s basketball
coach Rene Portland
resigned Thursday (Mar.
22), ending a 27-year
tenure in which she won
605 games but battled
allegations that she dis-
criminated against Les-
bian players, reported
the Associated Press on
365Gay.com. “This was
obviously a difficult de-
cision,” Portland said in
the statement. I am
very appreciative of the

Coach Rene Portland

opportunity to coach at
Penn State, which has
become a special place for me and
my family,” she said. “| am proud
of what we have been able to
accomplish with the Lady Lion
program through the years.”

Portland had built the
team into a powerhouse, though
the program had slipped to subpar
records in recent seasons. And the
coach had a string of discrimina-
tion allegations lobbed against her
during her tenure. Most recently,
Portland settled a lawsuit in
February by a former player,
Jennifer Harris, who claimed that
Portland had a “no-Lesbian” policy
on her team. Terms of the
settlement were not announced. I
appreciate what Rene has done for

the women’s basketball program,” ath-
letic director Tim Curley said in the
statement. "Rene and her staff have
worked very hard to produce teams that
were competitive nationally and within
the Big Ten.”

Portland, who was hired by
Penn State in 1980, compiled a 605-235
record with the Lady Lions, and earlier
this season became just the ninth
women’s basketball coach to win 600
games at one school. Penn State played
in 21 NCAA tournaments under Portland
and advanced to the 2000 Final Four.
Portland won five Big Ten champion-
ships and two conference tournament
titles during her tenure. But the program
had slipped of late. Penn State finished
14-15 this season, and 13-16 the year
before.

Colleges Ditch Baptists

RALEIGH, North Carolina - Five
colleges and universities affiliated
with the Baptist State Convention are
preparing to leave, saying they
restrictive rules of the denomination
are preventing them from attracting
the best students and faculty,
reported 365Gay.com. The conven-
tion voted last year to ban Gay-
friendly churches and several univer-
sities in the South have been dropped
over Gay inclusion.

Campbell University,
Chowan University, Gardner-Webb
University, Mars Hill College and
Wingate University also say they
want the freedom to pick trustees
from other denominations and other
states. Under an agreement worked
out between the schools and the
convention the colleges would begin
choosing their own trustees in 2009.

Currently the state conven-

tion gives each school about $1.2
million a year. That will be phased out
over a period of time ending in 2013.
Part of the money the convention will
keep will be used to set up a scholarship
fund to help Baptist students defray
tuition.  Baptist seminaries at the
schools will continue to be affiliated with
the denomination.
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Continued from Page Six

Cop Investigated For Ignoring
Gay Bashing

DENVER, Colorado - A Gay law
student filed a complaint against a
Denver police officer accusing him of
failing to arrest an alleged hate-crime
perpetrator, reports
RockyMountainNews.com on
advocate.com. Nima Daivari, 24, of
New York, said Officer Richard
Boehnlein told him to “go home” after
he was attacked by another man on
the 16th Street Mall in Denver.

Daivari, in Denver visiting a
cousin, said he was out when a man
walked past him and made an anti-
Gay comment. He asked the man
what he had said, and then a physical
confrontation occurred, Daivari said,
with both men hitting each other.
Officers soon arrived and separated

the men. Daivari said he repeatedly
asked Boehnlein to press charges, but
the attacker was instead let go. Daivari
went to the police station after the fight
to file a report about the attack and the
officer's conduct.

Boehnlein, who has been with
the department since 2006, did notfile a
report after the attack occurred. The
officer is being investigated by the
police internal affairs department. A
Gay rights advocacy group, the Colo-
rado Anti-Violence Program, has been
gathering statistics and information
about hate crimes and bias-motivated
crimes in Colorado and plans to release
its findings next month, said the
program’s director of victims’ services,
Kelly Costello.
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LGBT Jewish
Inclusion Project
Passover Seder

Tuesday April 3rd at 7pm

Let’s celebrate redemption, reflect on
oppression, and gather together in the spirit
of liberation.

Open to LGBT Jews and allies.

Space is limited, so RSVP to Miriam

at 520-406-3859 or miriamyum@gmail.com

Please check our website,
jewishtucson.org/Igbt
for more information
about the LGBT Jewish
Inclusion Project.

LGBT w

JEWISH INCLUSION PROJECT
jewishtucson.org
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Keillor: ‘I'm No Prairie Homophobe
Companion’

ST. PAUL, Minnesota - Satirist Garrison
Keillor apologized Tuesday (Mar. 20) for
a column asserting that Gay men may
have to quell their “flamboyance” to be
accepted as parents, saying he believed
“Gay people who set out to be parents
can be just as good parents as anybody
else, and they know that, and so do |,”
reported advocate.com.

The syndicated column, which
was posted March 14 on Salon.com with
the headline “Stating the Obvious” and
was carried by other media outlets,
kicked off by needling federally funded
studies of everyday truths—in this case,
“that going to art museums and looking
at art is good for schoolchildren.” But
Keillor got into trouble as he went on. “I
grew up the child of a mixed-gender
marriage that lasted until death parted
them, and | could tell you about how
good that is for children, and you could
pay me whatever you think it's worth,” he
continued. “Back in the day, that was
the standard arrangement. Everyone
had a yard, a garage, a female mom, a
male dad, and a refrigerator with leftover
boiled potatoes in plastic dishes with
snap-on lids.” “The country has come to
accept stereotypical Gay men—sardonic
fellows with fussy hair who live in
overdecorated apartments with a striped
sofa and a small weird dog and who
worship campy performers,” he wrote.
“If they want to be accepted as couples
and daddies, however, the flamboyance
may have to be brought under control.”

Seattle columnist Dan Savage
called the column “every bit as offensive
as Ann Coulter's ‘faggot’ joke about
John Edwards and [relying] on the same
set of cultural prejudices.” “I know a lot
of Gay couples with children—some of
which, as | type these words, are losing
their health insurance in Michigan
because of an anti-Gay marriage
amendment passed in that state,”
Savage wrote.

Humorist Garrison Keillor

“The column was done
tongue-in-cheek, always a risky
thing,” Keillor wrote in his apology on
the Web site of National Public
Radio, which hosts his Prairie Home
Companion show, set in a white,
Protestant, rural Midwest seemingly
untouched by time. People outside
that demographic sometimes have
trouble grasping Keillor's humor,
and they leaped, like Savage, to
assert that the monogamy-praising
satirist has been married three
times. In his apology, Keillor said, “I
live in a small world—the world of
entertainment, musicians, writers—
in which Gayness is as common as
having brown eyes. But in the larger
world, Gayness is controversial....
Gay men and women have been
targeted by the right wing as a hot-
button issue. In the small world | live
in, they feel accepted and cherished
as individuals, but in the larger world
they may feel like Types. “My
column spoke as we would speak in
my small world and it was read by
people in the larger world and thus
the misunderstanding.”

Philippine Police Warn Gays In

Uniform Not To Sway

MANILA, Philippines - Police issued a
warning to Gay officers not to sway their
hips or display other suggestive behav-
ior while on duty or they could risk losing
their jobs, reported the Associated
Press on advocate.com.

“If they sway their hips while
marching, or if they engage in lustful
conduct, | think that will be a ground for
separation,” Philippine National Police
(or PNP) spokesman Chief Superinten-
dent Samuel Pagdilao said. Pagdilao
said the police department does not
discriminate against homosexuals, but
will not hesitate to fire those who
misbehave. “As an institution, the PNP
does not look at or interfere with one’s

Hips

sexual preference,” Pagdilao told
Manila Radio DZXL. “Butitdoes look
at its members’ conduct. If they
behave within the norm, | don’t think
we’ll have a problem.”

The Philippines has a repu-
tation for tolerance toward homo-
sexuality. However, a party repre-
senting Lesbians, Gays, Bisexuals,
and Transgendered people was
recently refused registration for May
congressional elections on the
grounds that it does not have
nationwide chapters. Its members
are appealing.
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POLITICS 2007

by Mark R. Kerr

H.R. 1592

Federal legislation expanding
the definition of hate crimes and the
government’s authority to track and fight
them has been introduced in the U.S.
House of Representatives Tuesday
(Mar. 20) by Representative John
Conyers, D-MI, chair of the Judiciary
Committee. Conyers bill, entitled the
Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes
Prevention Act of 2007 (H.R. 1592),
would:

Provide that while the federal
government will continue to defer to
state and local authorities, in the vast
majority of cases but in appropriate
circumstances, the federal government
will be able to provide support for local
prosecutions, an intergovernmental grant
program created by this legislation will
make Justice Department technical,
forensic or prosecutorial assistance
available; authorize the Attorney Gen-
eral to make grants to state and local law
enforcement agencies that have in-
curred extraordinary expenses associ-
ated with the investigation and prosecu-
tion of hate crimes; apply only to bias-
motivated violent crimes and does not
impinge on public speech or writing in
any way. In fact, the measure includes
an explicit First Amendment free speech
protection for the accused modeled on
the existing Washington state hate
crimes statute.

A Dbipartisan group of 137
Members joined Conyers as original
cosponsors of H.R. 1592. Arizona
Representatives Gabrielle Giffords (D-
CD 8), Raul Grijalva (D-CD 7) and Ed
Pastor (D-CD 4), has signed onto
Conyers bill.

“This legislation is a construc-
tive and measured response to a
problem that continues to plague our
nation,” Conyers said in a statement.
“Behind each of the hate crime statistics
is an individual or community targeted
for violence for no other reason than
race, religion, ethnicity, sexual orienta-
tion, gender, gender identity, or disabil-
ity. These are crimes that shock and
shame our national conscience and
should be subject to comprehensive
federal law enforcement assistance and
prosecution.”

More than 210 civil rights,
political, education, religious, and civic
organizations support the bill, along with
virtually every major law enforcement
organization in the country - including
the International Association of Chiefs of
Police, the National District Attorneys
Association, the National Sheriffs’ Asso-
ciation, International Association of
Chiefs of Police, U.S. Conference of
Mayors, Federal Law Enforcement
Officers Association the Police Execu-
tive Research Forum and 31 state
Attorneys General.

“This bill is important for the
entire country because it adds or
improves federal hate crimes protec-
tions based on race, religion, national
origin, gender, sexual orientation, gen-
der identity and disability,” Matt Fore-
man, Executive Director of the National
Gay and Lesbian Task Force said in a
statement.

‘Its the responsibility of our
government to protect all Americans.
After more than a decade of delay, it's
time for Congress to provide local police
and sheriffs’ departments with the tools
and resources they need to put away
society’s most vicious criminals,” said
Human Rights Campaign (HRC) Presi-
dent Joe Solmonese in a statement.

Mara Keisling, executive direc-
tor of the National Center for Transgender
Equality, in a statement said, “Every
day, Transgender people across our
nation are threatened with violence and
discrimination. Just walking down the
street can require extraordinary courage

in the face of intolerance and
hostility. Far too often, harassment
escalates into an attack . . . .
Transgender people often live in
fear of those who translate their
personal prejudices into violence
directed against us.”

“Each year hundreds of
our fellow citizens are attacked
based solely on their sexual
orientation or gender identity, with
thousands more attacked based on
their race, religion, age, gender or
ethnicity. Hate crimes do not target
just the victim; they terrorize entire
communities and entire groups of
people. This sort of violence has no
place in our American society,”
said Democratic National Commit-
tee Chairman Howard Dean in a
statement.

“The bill will expand the
ability of federal law enforcement
to step in and prosecute hate
crimes when state and local
governments are unwilling or un-
able. Too often, we've seen hate
crimes go unpunished due to
inadequate resources or a bias
against the victim. At the same
time, we also believe that these
prosecutions should be based on a
defendant’s actions, not on his or
her beliefs or organizational mem-
berships, unless they’re directly
related to the crime,” said Caroline
Fredrickson, director of the ACLU
(American Civil Liberties Union)
Washington Legislative Office in a
statement.

“Law enforcement authori-
ties and civic leaders have learned
that a failure to address the
problem of bias crime can cause a
seemingly isolated incident to
fester into wide spread tension that
can damage the social fabric of the
wider community. This bill seeks to
prevent that,” Conyers said in a
statement.

Under current federal stat-
utes, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation’s (FBI) statistics are
now based on voluntary reporting
showing that 7,163 hate crimes
were reported in 2005, the most
recent year for which statistics are
available. Violent crimes based on
sexual orientation made up 14.2
percent of all hate crimes in 2005,
with 1,017 reported for the year,
according to the FBI but major
cities like New York and Phoenix
and states like Alabama and
Mississippi did not report making
these statistics as well as figures
for prior years, incomplete but H.R.
1592 would change this. “This bill is
an appropriate and measured re-
sponse to (an) unrelenting and
under-addressed problem,” the Mat-
thew Shepard Foundation said in a
written statement.

Similar measures had been
approved separately in the House
and Senate several times since
2000, but final passage has always
been blocked by the House’s then-
Republican leaders but with Demo-
crats now in control of Congress it is
seen as having a better chance of
passage. H.R. 1592 has been
assigned to the Conyers chaired
House Judiciary Committee. To
take action and urge your Represen-
tatives and Senators to support this
measure and the Senate bill to be
introduced in April, go online to:
hrcactioncenter.org/actioncenter/
hatecrimes.html and
thetaskforce.org/hatecrimesQ7/
hatecrimes07.html.
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The God Of Double Standards

By Harold Meyerson

Science is stealing up on
America’s religious fundamentalists,
causing much alarm. Consider the
dilemma of the Reverand R. Albert
Mohler Jr., president of the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Lou-
isville and a leading figure in the
Southern Baptist firmament.

Writing in his blog this month,
Mohler acknowledged that “the direc-
tion of the research” increasingly
points to the possibility that a
“biological basis for sexual orientation
exists.” Should sexuality be deter-
mined in utero, Mohler continued, that
still wouldn’t justify abortion or genetic
engineering.

Nonetheless, as Mohler noted
in a later blog post, his admission that
the data suggest that homosexuality
may be as genetically determined as
hair color produced a torrent of irate e-
mail from his fellow evangelical
Christians. Up to now, the preferred
theory among Christian conservatives
has been that homosexuality is
behaviorally induced and thus can be
unlearned. That gave added moral
weight to the biblical proscriptions of
Gay and Lesbian sex and to the
Bible’s condemnation of homosexual-
ity as a sin — though for those who
believe in biblical inerrancy, no added
moral weight was necessary.

But once you recognize ho-
mosexuality as a genetic reality, it
does create a theological dilemma for
the Mohlers among us, for it means
that God is making people who, in the
midst of what may otherwise be
morally exemplary lives, have a
special and inherent predisposition to
sin. Mohler’s response is that since
Adam’s fall, sin is the condition of all
humankind. That sidesteps, however,
the conundrum that a Gay person may
follow the same God-given instincts
as a straight person — let’s assume
fidelity and the desire for church
sanctification in both cases —and end
up damned while the straight person
ends up saved. Indeed, it means thata
Gay person’s duty is to suppress his
God-given instincts while a straight
person’s duty is to fulfill his.

Mohler’s deity, in short, is the
God of Double Standards: a God who
enforces the norms and fears of a
world before science, a God pro-
foundly ignorant of or resistant to the
arc of American history, which is the

struggle to expand the scope of the
word “men” in our founding declara-
tion that “all men are created equal.”
This is a God who in earlier times was
invoked to defend segregation and,
before that, slavery.

This is a God whom vast
numbers of this nation’s self-pro-
fessed believers (not to mention its
nonbelievers, such as |) neither heed
nor like very much, particularly the
young, who in growing numbers
support Gay marriage and certainly
don’t consider Gay coupling any
more sinful than they do straight
coupling. That said, this God still
commands millions of followers,
among them General Peter Pace,
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of
Old Time Religion, who recently
declared homosexuality immoral in
an interview with the Chicago Tri-
bune.

Indeed, this God commands
so many followers that the initial
tendency of presidential candidates
who know better was to duck when
they themselves were asked last
week about the morality of Gay sex.
Senator Hillary Clinton, when first
asked if homosexuality was immoral,
answered that it was for “others to
conclude,” before righting herself to
say that she didn’t think being Gay
was immoral. Senator Barack Obama,
according to Newsweek, avoided a
direct answer three times before
coming to his senses and disagreeing
with Pace. The spokesperson for
Senator John “Straight-Talk Express”
McCain said that “the senator thinks
such questions are a matter of
conscience and faith for people to
decide for themselves.” Such political
and moral contortions are hardly
confined to presidential candidates.

In Utah, a new law requires
school principals to police every
student organization to ensure that
there’s no discussion of “human
sexuality” (though experts believe the
topic may still come up among
teenage students). Lest it seem
discriminatory, the statute applies to
every student group under the sun,
but it is entirely a reaction to the
formation of Gay-straight clubs at
Utah high schools.

There is, however, no ban as
yet on high school biology teachers
discussing the biological basis of
homosexuality, and as the data
confirming this thesis continue to
mount, that could confront even those
of Pace’s persuasion with Mohler's
conundrum: how to reconcile a God
who creates homosexuals with a God
who condemns practicing homosexu-
als to hell? A mysterious God may be
well and good, but a capricious or
contradictory God can inspire so
much doubt that He threatens the

credibility of the entire religious
enterprise.
After all, there are few

American believers who don’t profess
at least some faith as well in the
verities of proven science and the
rightness of our national credo’s
commitment to human equality. By
effectively insisting that God is a
spiteful homo-hater, his followers
saddle him with ancient phobias and
condemn him to the backwaters of
American moral life.

(Harold Meyerson is acting
executive editor of The American
Prospect (prospect.org), from which
this is reprinted.)
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NOTES FROM THE FOR-REAL SIDE

by Lee Thorn

A smart friend of mine who
holds down a good job and reads
books recently confided to me that she
has no idea who Scooter Libby and
Karl Rove are. | was shocked. If a
smart person who reads books
doesn’t know the names of two of the
frat boy pranksters who’'ve been
running her country for what seems an
eternity, what does the average voter
know?

Well let’s be a little masochis-
tic and consider what he knows. He’s
been to school so he knows the three
Rs — readin’, ritin’ and rithmetic — the
skills that make him a better worker/
consumer bee. He doesn’t know much
about what’s happened to his country
(history), or how it's happened (gov-
ernment), or why it's happened
(economics). The people who run
education take it as their mission to
create workers with useful skill sets,
not troublemakers with potentially
anti-social knowledge.

The average person brings
this paucity of knowledge about his
own society to the media so that it can
be constantly refreshed and updated.
The media tell him that some starlet
shaved her head. Our knowledge of
the world, if we rely on pop media, is
shaped by an already tiny and
continuously shrinking band of
corporate powers. “Powers” some-
how doesn’t seem a big enough word
forthose with the almost unchallenged
ability to create our reality.

If you picture an enormous
flock of sheep being totally controlled
by a very few dogs, you'll be able to
answer what would otherwise be a
tough question: “Why does the
average American consistently vote
against his own economic interests?”
Well, for one thing, it's been pretty well
planned out so that the average
American isn’t going to know anything
about economics.

The result — result, not theory
— of letting everyone over 18 vote in
this country has been the increasing
concentration of wealth in fewer and
fewer hands, the decrease in prosper-
ity for the middle class, the increase in
poverty, etc. I’'m wondering whether
we ought to use all the fancy new
electronic voting machines to limit the
franchise to people who have at least
some small inkling about what'’s going
on. You could say that this is a radical
proposal and | could say that drastic
problems call for drastic remedies, but
in truth this isn’t intended as a
proposal. At this point, it's just a new
little idea to kick around. It might work

View From

something like this: You go into the
voting booth, make your selections,
and press the “vote” button. When you
press the “vote” button, a childishly
simple question comes up about
American government or history. All
these questions should be so simple
and obvious that anyone with any
interest at all in this government would
instantly know the answer to any of
them. They’d all be in the form of
multiple-choice questions. For ex-
ample: “How many justices are on the
US Supreme Court?” Answers: 6, 9,
12. “Who was the first president of the
US?” Answers: Adams, Washington,
Jones. “How many branches are there
of the US government?” Answers: 3,
6, 9. “Which branch of the government
has the power to declare war?”
Answers: the petroleum branch, the
pharmaceutical branch, the congress,
all of the above. “Which one of the
following countries fought against the
US in World War Two?” Answers:
England, France, Iltaly, Australia.
“Who was the US president during the
Cuban missile crisis?”  Answers:
Lincoln, Kennedy, Peterson.

After you press the “vote”
button and the randomly selected
qualifying questions drawn from a pool
of several hundred pops up, you
choose a response to the question and
you’re done. If your response is
incorrect, your vote is automatically
deleted. No need to indicate to the
voter whether he was correct or not.

We don’t need to insult him.
Let him go home with the happy
knowledge that he’s done his civil duty
and the belief that he knows as much
about his country as the next guy
does.

One alternative to the above
suggestion is revolution. At some
point this endless squeezing of the
poor and the middle class results in
violence, no matter how many starlets
with shaved heads are serve up. My
distaste for revolution stems from the
fact that it often replaces one set of
corrupt bosses with another. The
Russian communists were every bit as
corrupt as the system they replaced,
as are the Chinese. Any revolution
that will result in an increase in social
justice will require (in my humble
opinion) a raising of the conscious-
ness of ordinary citizens.

(Thorn welcomes comments,
suggestions for future columns, and
tips on local skulduggery that ought to
be exposed. Write to Box 85571,
Tucson, AZ 85754. E-mail:
Doid3@aol.com.)

The Rock

We need only look around to
see evidence that Spring is here.
Leaves are budding out on the trees,
flowers are blooming and new growth
is everywhere.

This is also a good time to
look at our lives as well. Are we
exhibiting new growth? Where are our
lives leading us? All of us can look
around to see what God is doing and
decide to be a part of it. Even though
God may be the same yesterday,
today, and tomorrow, he is still
capable of doing something new and
exciting. “For | am about to do
something new. See | have already
begun! Do you not see it.” (lsaiah:
43:19) We are not only capable of
growing, but we can even be
completely renewed. “Therefore, if

anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; the old has gone, the new
has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17). This
is good news for all of us.

Cornerstone Fellowship is
committed to sharing the Gospel of
Jesus Christ with all persons, regard-
less of race, culture, social standing,
sexual orientation, or gender identity.
Cornerstone Fellowship is located at
2902 N. Geronimo, in Tucson, Ari-
zona, online at
cornerstonefellowshiptucson.com.
Sunday worship services are held at
the church at 10:30 a.m. In addition,
Cornerstone offers a 6:30 p.m.
evening Bible study at Wingspan, 425
E. 7th St. Please call the church at
(520) 622-4626 with prayer requests
or E-mail: pastorpaul@qwest.net.
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By Anne Maley
Outgoing Executive Director, Southern
Arizona AIDS Foundation

As | sit to write this letter, many
thoughts and feelings run through my mind
and heart.

For fifteen years | have been
honored to work to raise awareness about
AIDS and help create resources for people
in our community who live with and are
affected by HIV/AIDS. During this time |
have seen denial transform to activism,
fear become understanding, and despair
turn to hope. | have witnessed deep grief
and felt my own. | have seen bravery
beyond compare, as well as commitment
and loyalty deserving of respect and
admiration.

It has been amazing to see the
growth of the Southern Arizona AIDS
Foundation during its birth pains as a new
agency born out of three, through its
adolescent struggle to create its own
identity, to the thriving and vital “grown-up”
organization it has become today. SAAF is
truly a success story that speaks to the
strength of hundreds of people who were
willing to face change and work to make a
difference. As one of the leaders in this
effort, | am happy and proud of what SAAF
has become. The process has taught me
that with hope and perseverance—and a lot
of work— we can accomplish so much
more than we ever may have dared to
dream.

My work has also given me a
perspective on what is truly important in
life. | am better able to let go of the small
things that have no significance in the big
picture. My values are more clear to me
today, and | continue the struggle of
learning how to let my heart rule and to
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trust my intuition. These are all
gifts that | have received from
people with HIV/AIDS and the
many others who show up to
support them every day.

Ironically, it is these gifts
that have resulted in my decision to
leave my position as the Executive
Director of SAAF. Working with all
of you has brought much joy and
fulfillment to my life, yetitis time for
me to move ahead and venture into
different professional arenas. As |
leave there is sadness, but | am
confident that this community’s
commitment to creating a compas-
sionate and comprehensive re-
sponse to HIV/AIDS will remain
strong. We have a great Board of
Directors, staff and volunteers who
continue to show up and contribute
their time and skills to this work.
Our donors and corporate spon-
sors both small and large also
make an enormous difference
through supporting our efforts.

| would especially like to
thank Bob Ellis, Gary Clark, Mark
Kerr and Bill Morrow for the
Observer's coverage of SAAF’s
mission through this publication.
The Observer has certainly been
an amazingly effective publication
in promoting SAAF’s mission to
assist people living with and
affected by HIV/AIDS and to
provide HIV prevention outreach.
Thank you for the considerable
amount of support you have given
in the fight against HIV/AIDS.

For everyone who has
partnered with SAAF, thank you all
from the bottom of my heart.

American Liver Foundation Urges
Cautious Optimism About CDC Report

ATLANTA, Georgia - The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention reports
that there has been a significant decline in
the rates of new acute hepatitis infections
over the last 10 years in the United States,
reported advocate.com.

This decline is due in part to
hepatitis A and B vaccination programs.

The American Liver Foundation
finds this news promising, but is urging
people to remember that chronic hepatitis

B and C affect more than 5 million
Americans and that hepatitis C
rates are actually on the rise.

There are vaccines for
hepatitis A and B but not for C.
Hepatitis C is the most common
blood-borne infection in the United
States, and almost 4 million
Americans are infected with it.

Acute or short-term infec-
tions more commonly occur with
hepatitis Aand B and are less likely
to cause long-term illness.

However, those exposed
to hepatitis C have a 70%-80%
chronicinfectionrate. A 2002 study
showed the medical costs for
people with hepatitis C are $15
billion annually.

The study predicts that if
current rates do not drop signifi-
cantly, the projected direct and
indirect health care costs for the
period 2010-2019 will be $85
billion.
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HOROSCOPES
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Looking for a bit of a boost?
You are in luck! Sun moves into pushy
Aries and takes your various ambi-
tions to the next level. How highis up?
You tell me.

ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20)

Sun in your own sign starts
and revs your engine. Don’t slouch.
Get moving on some special project
that you previously relegated to the
cooler back burners. There are
opportunities and connections to be
made and exploited. Proud Rams are
never shy so tell the world what you
want and it may just listen to you. Will
fate deliver? Only if you decide to
phone it in.

TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21)

Your life can suddenly be-
come an open book as the paparazzi
angle for a shot. Sun in Aries opens
the floodgates on any secrets that you
have secreted away. Queer Bulls
don't mind being the center of
attention but not when their dirty
laundry is hanging out to dry. Don’t
worry about it, cousin; display the
dirty lot proudly. You wear it well not
matter what.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21)

You try to seek a quiet retreat
from the world without success. Too
bad. No Gay Twin is an island now.
You run but you can’t hide from
friends, hangers on, large group
activities and other assorted capers.
Don’t even try to escape your fate.
Jump into the social pool with two feet
and see who splashes first. Are you in
over your head? Do you even care?

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23)

Pink Crabs are pleased with
the professional opportunities tossed
their way. Send a thank you note to
Sunin Aries for adding a link or two to
your corporate food chain. But don’t
let the ease of flight go to your head
and make you dizzy with power.
There is always some wiseguy
waiting in the wings to bring you back
to earth with a splat. Dems da breaks,
kiddo.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23)

Proud Lions get itchy paws
with Sun in Aries. You are anxious to
explore parts unknown and taste the
exotic flavors of the world. Tuck in and
cast a wide net to feed your sensory
hunger. I's not a bad time for a
vacation. Who knows what delightful
tidbit waits for you in some far off
corner of the globe. Did | say tidbit? |
meant a three course meal.

VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER
23)

If your timbers are shivered,
blame the shake on Sun in Aries.
Queer Virgins are emboldened and
inflamed and feel absolutely over the
top (for a change). Simply put, you
cannot purge the urge to merge. Why
fight it, lover? Burn the candle at both
ends and try everything and everyone
that life has to offer sexually. Which
end is up? Does it matter?

LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER
23)

Even difficult of relationships
reach a level of understanding this
week. If you can step back and assess
the situation, the rough edges will
smooth out a bit. Try not to compro-
mise too much - rely on you power of
persuasion instead. Proud Libras
seeking a soulmate have ample
opportunity to pick and choose. But
you have to seek in order to find. Hint,
hint.

SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEM-
BER 22)

Roll up your sleeves and get to
work, Gay Scorp. Sun in Aries seems
to make every onerous job a little less
awful and a little less stressful. You will
be amazed at what you can accom-
plish with a bit of effort and attention.
Who knows, you may be able to fob
some of the worst work onto someone
else. Ah, now that is what | call a job
well done!

SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 -
DECEMBER 22)

Sun in Aries ignites your
creative torch. Ouch! Queer Ar-
chers feel the need to express
themselves in any way and by any
means possible. Whether that
means carving an ice sculpture or
a place for yourself among the
literati, seek unique forms of self
expression and bloom. Why not
tempt your Gay muse with a trip to
Paris? Or maybe just something
French?

CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 -
JANUARY 20)

Pink Caps love the idea of
hanging around the house in their
loosely comfortable flannels with
Sun in Aries. You conjure up any
excuse to plotz, vegetate and
rejuvenate. And why not? Attend
to all your quiet home based and
family projects and don’'t feel
guilty; There is nothing wrong with
atime outas long as the emphasis
is on “out.”

AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 -
FEBRUARY 19)

You don’t have to weigh
your words - they come to you by
the crateloads when the Sun
enters Aries. Aqueerians wax
poetic and charm even the most
bestial of folks with sophisticated
wit and panache. What a nice
change of pace! Plant those bon
mots quickly pal; you have quite a
bit of explaining to do and this is
the time to win them over and over
and over.

PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 -
MARCH 20)

Be prepared to reap your
monetary rewards, Guppie. You
may not usually be the most
practical of folks but now you
know a thing or two about the
bottom line. Do your fiscal home-
work and study it carefully. Sun in
Aries can make any bear more
bullish. Greed is good, or so they
say. The secret is to buy low and
sell high, or something like that.
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New Anti-Gay
T-Shirt Suit Filed

CHICAGO - A federal lawsuit has been
filed in Chicago on behalf of two
suburban high school students were
censored by their high school for wearing
anti_Gay T_shirts, reported the
Associated Press on 365Gay.com. The
suit is one of nearly a dozen filed
nationwide by the conservative Christian
Alliance Defense Fund.

The Chicago suit alleges that the
civil rights of 17_year old Heidi Zamecnik
and Alexander Nuxoll, 14, were violated
by Neuqua Valley High School in
Naperville. The day after LGBT students
observed the National Day of Silence last
year, Zamecnik wore her own
homemade T_shirt to class. The front of
the T_shirt said “My Day Of Silence,
Straight Alliance, and the back read “Be
Happy Not Gay:” School officials ordered
her to remove the T_shirt. When she
refused she was told to cross out “Not
Gay” with a marking pen. According to
court papers filed by the ADF, Zamecnik
suffered unlawful discrimination and
humiliation.

Earlier this month the U.S.
Supreme Court took up a similar case
from California. The court said a former
California high school student does not
have the right to challenge the school’'s
dress code because he no longer attends
the school in San Diego. But the ruling
sidestepped the issue of freedom on
speech in schools. That issue will likely
be decided when the court hears the
case of student who was reprimanded
when he unfurled a banner saying “Bong
Hits 4 Jesus” near his school in Alaska.

|
Community Bars

1. THE BIZ
2900 E. Broadway 318-4838
2. IBT'S
616 N. 4" Ave. 882-3053
3. VENTURE-N
1239 N. 6" Ave. 882-8224
5. WOODY’S
3710 N. Oracle Road, 292-6702
6. HOWL AT THE MOON

915 W. Prince Rd. 293-7339
7. YARD DOG SALOON

2449 N. Stone, 624-3858
8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS

5305 E. Speedway 323-1840
9. HOLLYWOOD

Closed For Remodeling

Community Organizations

A. MCC - METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY CHURCH
3269 N. Mountain - 292-9151

B. CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP
2902 N. Geronimo - 622-4626

D. WINGSPAN - 425 E. 7" St. - 624-1779
E. S.AAF. -375 S. Euclid Ave. - 628-7223

F. RAINBOW PLANET COFFEE HOUSE
606 N. 4™ Ave. - 620-1770

G. TIHAN -Tucson Interfaith
HIV/AIDS Network
1101 N. Craycroft, Ste 301. 299-6647

H. EON YOUTH CENTER 620-6245
|
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Wednesday, March 28

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00pm Canasta hosted by Merlinand
Lee at 207-5336. MSN Canasta is
played every Wednesday at 7pm, but
check back here for the specific host.

Thursday, March 29

#1Men’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
1:00p.m. Lunch out at Govinda’s with
Merlin and Lee.

#2Men’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Triangle Tribe-A Men’s Circle.
According to a recent study, very few
people have as many close friends as
they would like. Are you as connected
with other men as you want to be? Do
you get the support you need for issues
in your life? Do you wish you had more
meaningful friendships and relation-
ships with other men? Join like-
minded men at Wingspan to share
feelings, thoughts and ideas in a safe,
respectful space. For the same
experience with both straight and gay
men, join us at the regular Circle of
Men meetings. Call Tom at 591-2828
for dates and times.

Friday, March 30
Tucson Prime Timers Cocktails - 5:30
p-m., Colors, 5305 E. Speedway

Saturday, March 31

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Shuffle over for Floating
Pinochle every Saturday of the month
except for first Saturday MSN Monthly
Pot Luck. Contact Steve at 664-2076.

Sunday, April 1

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
6:30p.m.Thom and/or Ken host Dinner
Out at one of Tucson’s Ultra-Fabulous
Buffets. For reservations and direc-
tions, contact Thom 623-2941, e-mail
thomsepals@hotmail.com , or Ken at
294-6606. Please contact Thom or Ken
by Sunday at Noon to facilitate
reservations. Price is usually under
$10. Check the MSN Yahoo on-line
calendar for the scheduled location.
The venue is rotated to include all
parts of town, and may occasionally be
held at a full-service menu restaurant.

Tucson Prime Timers, Brunch - Noon.
Colors, 5305 E. Speedway

Monday, April 2

Men’s Social Network. Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Mexican Train Dominos.
Please call Karol at 744-9017 for
information and to reserve your place
at this limited seating event.

Tucson Prime Timers, Lunch - 12:30
P.M., The Wildcat House, 1800 N.
Stone Ave.

Tuesday, April 3

#1Men’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Gay Reading Group meets at
Wingspan. For info, contact Doug at
529-0014 or drweiner@msn.com .

#2 Men’s Social Network Opentomen
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Hand and Foot with Peter.
Call for info and directions: 881-8276.
Please call ahead to assist your hostin
planning the evening.

Wednesday, April 4

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00pm. Canasta hosted by Bruce
743-3890. MSN Canasta is played
every Wednesday at 7pm, but check
back here for the specific host.

Thursday, April 5

Rainbow Train Cultural Competency
Training. Learn how to better serve the
older Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender community. Wingspan
Rainbow Trainers will present informa-
tion about specific concerns of LGBT

elders and ways you can improve your
service to the community. Excellent for
anyone offering service to the aging
community: caregivers, social work-
ers, nurses, doctors, etc. 2:00pm-
4:00pm. Ward Six Offices, 3202 East
1st Street, Tucson. Event Sponsor:
Wingspan Senior Pride. For More
Information Contact Judy Kinney, 624-
1779 ext23, jkinney@wingspan.org

#1Men’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. No host Coffee Night at
Rainbow Planet on fabulous 4th
Avenue.

#2Men’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Triangle Tribe-A Men’s Circle.
According to a recent study, very few
people have as many close friends as
they would like. Are you as connected
with other men as you want to be? Do
you get the support you need forissues
in your life? Do you wish you had more
meaningful friendships and relation-
ships with other men? Join like-
minded men at Wingspan to share
feelings, thoughts and ideas in a safe,
respectful space. For the same
experience with both straight and gay
men, join us at the regular Circle of
Men meetings. Call Tom at 591-2828
for dates and times.

Friday, April 6

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00pm. Join Merlin and Lee for an
evening of Charades. Come out and
totally enjoy putting your acting/
miming and pantomime skills to the
test. For directions and reservations
[(a limited space event, please plan
ahead and phone early)], place a
telephone call to Lee and Merlin, your
gracious yet competitive emcees and
moderators, at 207-5336.

Tucson Prime Timers, Cocktails-5:30
-7:00, Colors, 5305 E. Speedway

Saturday, April 7

#1Men’s Social Network Opentomen
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
8:30a.m. Join Robert for a morning of
Volleyball. This is played for fun, and
you’ll get to know some nice guys as
you play. Call Robert at 400-1376.
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TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES

»*

%

" Antigone Books

* 9

Ralph E. Geror Jr.

6431 N. Thornydale Rd. #121 Accounting and Business Consulting
Marana, AZ 85741

* progresgive
* independent

Phone (520) 325-2526  FAX (520) 319-9640 + fabulous

tel 520-664-3401 Brizn Leonard

We have books, cards, gifts,
brianl@bassettaz.net Design Consultant

and things to make you laugh.

411 N. 4th Ave. * 792-3715 * antigonebooks.com

FSYCHOTHERAPY FOR CHILDREN, FAMILICS & ADULTS

RICH MUSZYNSKI! Ph.D.

LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST

4440 N. Campbell At River Rd.

P.O. Box 65840 Phone: 906-7048
Tucson, AZ 85728 - Fax: 299-0712

ANDREW LOCKHAR

Certified Personal Trainer

Speedway Veterinary Hospital, Inc

* Private Workout Studio

*No Membership Fees or 7 Kayla R. Boyer, DVM
- 9
* Aﬂordacb?:trads Small Animal Veterinarian
* FREE Initial Consultation )
And Training Session 6 E Sheed B(lsdz(r)) 321}\'24353156
3736 k. Speedway Blvd.. Tucson,
520-909-4649

www.speedwayvet.com

A. Michael Hutchins, Ph.D.

Counseling - Psychotherapy - Consulting

6812 North Oracle Rd. Suite 100
Tucson, Arizona 85704 520-797-2117

520 615-6436 P.O. Box 13312
Tucson, AZ 85732
info@tucsonglbtchamber.org
www.tucsonglbtchamber.org
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Four Guilty In Kevin Aviance Gay
Bashing

NEW YORK CITY (Observer Update)
- Four men charged in the brutal
homophobic assault on Gay enter-
tainer Kevin Aviance last summer
pleaded guilty in a Manhattan court
Wednesday (Mar. 21), reported
365Gay.com. Avaince was attacked
as he left the Phoenix bar last June.
The four beat him unmercifully,
breaking his jaw, doing serious
damage to one leg and leaving him
with cuts and bruises over most of his
body.

As they attacked him the four
young men yelled homophobic slurs.
Days later, with his jaw still wired shut
and his leg in a brace, Aviance made
a surprise appearance at a rally
against homophobic violence. “You
can’'t keep a good queen down,”
Aviance told the crowd. But he
warned against meeting violence with
violence.” “We can’tfightany of these
people with arms and bullets and
drama. We have to fight all these
people with love, every single day,”
he said. Aviance’s song “Alive” hitthe
top of the chartin 2002. Other popular
songs by the singer have included
“Give It Up,” released in 2004, and
“Din Da Da,” which topped the
Billboard dance chart in 1997.

In court Akino George, 21, of
the Bronx; Jarell Sears, 21, of
Newark, N.J.; and Gregory Archie,
19, and Gerard Johnson, 17, both of
Manhattan pleaded guilty under plea

Entertainer Kevin Aviance

agreements worked out with the
prosecutor. Johnson pleaded guilty to
first-degree assault as a hate crime in
exchange fora sentence of 15 yearsin
prison and five years parole. George
and Sears pleaded guilty to first-
degree gang assault and will receive
prison terms of eight years followed by
five years of parole supervision.
Archie pleaded guilty to second-
degree assault as a hate crime. He
will be sent to prison for six years to be
followed by three years of post-
release supervision. Had they not
entered guilty pleas and had been
found guilty they could each have
been sent to prison for 25 years.

. ____________________________________________________|

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 25¢ PER WORD, $5.00 MINIMUM
CLASSIFIED ADS WILL NOT BE TAKEN BY PHONE

( EMPLOYMENT j

GAY CAMPING COUPLE OR

SINGLE GAY CAMPER needed to

work as greeter/caretaker at new Gay

camping resort near Bisbee. Com-

pensation, full hook-up campsite with

utilities and pay. 1-800-557-3339
1187

COLORS IS NOW ACCEPTING
applications for cooks and servers.
Apply in person, 5305 E. Speedway.
1185

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS for
bartenders. Pick up application at
Howl At The Moon, 915 W. Prince
Road.

Charming & Beautiful 3BDR, 2BA
home with big yard in Central Tucson.
Reid park, U of A and shopping is
close by. $1100/month. call 520-320-
0194. 1184

ANADULT PROPERTY FOR THOSE
WITH A DISCRIMINATING TASTE.
2 to 4 bedrooms or studio exercise
room with home office, library,
entertainment area with wet bar,
great room, formal dining, country
kitchen & breakfast area. Plus 3
bedroom 1 bath guesthouse. Pos-
sible bed and breakfast - $180,000
below appraisal. For pictures and

details visit
www.charliecookproperties.com.
Priced at $699,999.

1185

FREE SERVICES. WM 50s wants to
provide free help for Gay men. Willing
to help with household chores, yard
work, general assistance. Will be
your helper, assistant, houseboy.
Write with any questions and to get
contact info. Available evenings and
weekends. Write Box holder, P.O.
Box 57476, Tucson, AZ 85732

1185

ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS
Let me keep your clothes fitting
properly and in good repaid. Experi-
enced - Economical - Prompt. Merle
Hudson, (520)888-7264 in Tucson.

1200

Weddings & Civil Unions: Church of

the free spirit. Reverend C .W. Schlitz

DD churchofthefreespirit.com
1186

Various BODY TREATMENTS -
Massage, Body Rubs and More...
Thorough - Anytime
Ric 520-981-1141 1211

QUALITY THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE.
Real Tantric sensual stimulating
energy. Strong hands leave you
ecstatically alive. Not rub down at
cheap prices. An exceptional experi-
ence for 25 years. Call Marc - 881-
4582, appts: 8AM - 8PM 1184.

INTUITIVEBODY WORK DESIGNED
TO AROUSE YOUR MOST SACRED
SENSES. Swedish, Sports, Body
Electric, Tantric and more. $45in, $60
out. Afternoons & evenings. Christo-
pher 631-8509. 1181
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SUNDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; $2 Pitchers til 10pm
and Rotating Shot Specials all night; Latin Music with live
DJ at 9:30pm. Get ready!!! L Word Season 4 begins Jan.
7t at 8pm!

COLORS - Open 11m - 11pm Champagne
Brunch 11am - 2pm with choice of complimentary
mimosa, Bloody Mary or Screwdriver. Dickie Steed on
piano during brunch. Brunch served until 2pm. Happy
Hour 4-7pm $3.50 Skyy Cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and
well. Reduced price appetizers. Dinner served
until10pm.

HOLLYWOOD - Open 5:00pm. Happy Hour 5-
7pm $1.75 well, domestic bottles and draft.

HOWL AT THE MOON -Open at 10am. $2.50
Smirnoff Vodkas all day. Free Texas Hold-'Em Poker
Tournaments at 4:00, and 7:00 pm. Play for points and
prizes - no cash involved.

IBT’s -Troy’s Recovery Bar noon-4pm. 4-7:30
Karaoke on the patio. Benefit B-B-Q for the Pride Parade
5:30-7:30 and dance with DJ Mike Lopez 9pm to close.

VENTURE-N - Open 10am. Patio open 3pm.
$2.00 Bloody Marys or Screws til 3pm Patio Beer Bust 3-
7.Burger BBQ 5-7. Selection of burger meats to choose
from. $3 proceeds go to Pet Watch (helping HIV/AIDS
clients with their veterinary bills).

WOODY’S - Open 11am.Happy Hour 11am-
8pm (excl spec events); Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm; Back
Pocket Patio Bar 2pm til 2am. Beer Bust 2-7pm; Bar-B-
Que 5-9pm; Karaoke with Michael D. 9p.m.; DJ Jeff in the
Back Pocket 9pm; Drag Bingo every other Sunday 8-9pm
Watch for special events.

YARD DOG - Open 10am - 2am. Patio Bar opens

MONDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-10pm; Drink what you want
with ¥z priced Happy Hour. Poke-Her Monday! Free card
lessons 5pm. Free Texas Hold-‘em Tourney at 6pm;
Prizes for 1%, 2", 3 Places. Happy Hour pricing & Free
Food

COLORS - Closed on Mondays.

HOLLYWOOQOD - Open 5pm. Happy Hour 5pm to
7pm. $1.75 well, domestic bottles, draft. Movie Night 8-
11pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour all day & night with $2.50 well, domestic longnecks
& pints. Kitchen closed. $3 taco & tostada bar 4-8 pm.
GLBT Movie Nite with shows at 6 & 8 pm,. Free pool all
day.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, DJ
Craig Carter 10pm-2am $1.50 well vodka drinks, All drink
specials not available during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 6pm. Free pool
til 4pm. $2.75 Skyy Martinis 4-8pm..

WOODY’S - Open Noon til 2am. Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events) Karaoke with Michael D.
9pm

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am. 50¢ off any Top
Shelf Rum until 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar opens

TUESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-10pm; Drink What You
Want with %2 priced Happy Hour. Monthly Wine Tasting
on 2" Tuesday of every month at 5:30pm. Please RSVP
by the first Monday of the Month. Wine bottles will be for
sale after the tasting at a special discounted price.

COLORS - Open 4-11pm. Happy Hour 4-7 $3.50
Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and well and reduced
price appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm.

HOLLYWOOD - Open 5pm. Happy Hour 5pm to
7pm. $1.75 well, domestic bottles, draft. Karaoke 8pm-
12am.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
Kitchen open 4-9pm. Free Texas Hold-Em Poker for
women only at 6:30 p.m. Play for points and prizes - no
cash involved. Tequila Nite with $2.50 well tequila &
margaritas, 75¢ off call tequilas.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
Tropical Tuesdays $2.50 Tropical drinks and DJ Craig
Carter playing Retro Music 70’s, 80’s and 90’s 9pm-close.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 7pm. Free Pool
til 4pm. Spaghetti Nite (2" Tuesday every month $2.00).

WOODY’S - Open Noon til 2am. Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events) 80s Nite with Alex 8-close

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Tequila until 8pm Dart Tourney at 9am. Beer Bust
4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens 7pm.

WEDNESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; Drink what You Want
with %2 priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; 18 to Party, 21 to Drink!
18 & Over Night w/DJ Shorty at 9:30pm! Rotating Shot
Specials all night.

COLORS - Open 4-11pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm,
$3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and well and
reduced price appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm.

HOLLYWOOQOD - Open 5pm. Happy Hour 5pm to
7pm. $1.75 well, domestic bottles, draft. Movie Night.
First show 6pm, Second show 8pm with movie theatre
popcorn and hot dogs.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints,
Kitchen open 4 - 9 pm. Free Pool all day and night. Free
Texas Hold-’Em Poker Tournament at 6:30 pm for
Women Only and open tournaments at 7 and 10. Play for
points & prizes - no cash involved. Great way to learn the
game or sharpen your skills.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
“Diva-Licious” show 9pm w/ Bunny Fu Fu& Friends. After
show dance with DJ Q til 2am,

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 7pm. Free Pool
til 4pm. $2.75 Cuervo Margaritas 4-8pm
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WEDNESDAY CALENDAR CONTINUED

WOODY’S - Open Noon til 2am; Happy Hour
Noon-8pm )excl Spec Events); Chili Dog Buffet 5-9pm;
Underwear/Fetish/Leather Party with Alex and Blake 9-
close - $1 off all drinks for those who participate (50¢ off
draught/schnapps) Back Pocket Patio Bar open 9pm-
close.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Vodka until 8pm Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens
7pm. Dart Tourney 8pm.

THURSDAY

THE BIZ - Open3pm-2am; Drink What You
Want with %2 priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; ‘Thirsty
Thursday’ with Tori Steele & Friends! Drag show starts at
9:30pm with Tori Steele, Janee Starr, Diana Flair and
weekly special guests. $2 Pitchers and Rotating Shot
Specials. Followed by a new Surprise guest DJ!

COLORS - Open11:30am-11pm. Lunch served
until 4pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm,$3.50 Skyy cocktails,
$2.75 Domestics and Well and reduced price appetizers.
Dinner served until 10pm. .

HOLLYWOOD - Open 5pm. Happy Hour 5pm to
7pm. $1.75 well, domestic bottles, draft. Karaoke Night
presented by Rebecca of Y-Not from 8pm until 1Tam.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
Kitchen open 4 - 9 pm. Karaoke with Rosemary at
8:30pm. $2.50 Mexican Beers all night, $1.00 Jello shots.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
Boyz Nite Out with your Bartenders & GoGo Boys
dancing in their undies and DJ Mike Lopez spinning Top
40 & All request $1.75 Long Islands and $1.50 Tequila
shots 10pm-2am.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio open 7pm.
Free Pool til 4pm. Pool Tourney 7pm. $3 entry. Special
prices for players. Steak Nite (3rd Thursday during
summer). Bring your own or get it here $6.00.

WOODY’S - Open Noon-2am; Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl Spec Events); Free Pool all day. Nacho
Chip Buffet 5-9pm; $1 PBRs Longnecks and $2 Tecate
Longnecks; Back Pocket Bar open 8-close.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Bourbon til 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar opens
7pm.

FRIDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; Drink What You Want
with %2 priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; Rotating weeks Latin or
Hip Hop Music with DJ Shorty at 9:30pm. Rotating Shot
Specials all night!

COLORS - Open 11:30am-1am. Lunch served
until 4pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm, $3.50 Skyy cocktails,
$2.75 Domestics and Well and reduced prize appetizers.
Dinner served until 10pm. “Hot Jazz, Cool Martinis” with
Susan Artemis and Craig Faltin 6:30-9:30pm. “Guys &
Dolls’comedy drag show hosted by Lucinda Holliday at
10pm.

HOLLYWOOD - Open 5pm. Happy Hour 5pm to
7pm. $1.75 well, domestic bottles, draft. Happy Hour #2
10pm until midnight.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
Kitchen open 4 - 9 pm. $4.50 Fried Chicken dinner with
fries and slaw.  Free Two-Step lessons with Amanda
every other Friday. Call 293-7339 for schedule. DJ Pat
plays the best of contemporary and classic country 8:30
to close. Kitchen open 9 pm - midnight serving late night
munchies menu.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, 9pm
Hot Dance with DJ Mike Lopez outside on the patio and
DJ Raynman spinning club music inside.9pm-2am.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio open 7pm. Free
Pool til 4pm.

WOODY’S - Open Noon-2am; Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events); Martini Happy Hour 5-
8pm-$1 off all call Martinis; Back Pocket Patio Bar open
8-close. DJ Jeff in the Back Pocket 9-close; Watch for
special events.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Gin until 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens

SATURDAY

THE BIZ - $1 Draught Beers until 10pm & $4
Finlandia Vodka Red Bull drinks until 11pm; Dance Party
with DJ Shorty at 9:30 mixing it up and playing what you
want to hear!

COLORS - Open 11:30am-11pm, Lunch served
until 4pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm, $3.50 Skyy cocktails,
$2.75 Domestics and Well, reduced price appetizers.
Dinner served untiliOpm. Nightly dinner specials.
Tucson’s hot new duo “Pacific Breeze” performs 7-10pm.

HOLLYWOOD - Open 5pm. Happy Hour 5pm to
7pm. $1.75 well, domestic bottles, draft

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open 11:00am. Happy
Hour 11am-8pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
Kitchen open 11am-9pm. $2.50 Capt. Morgan or Mailbu.
Cheeseburger & Fries Special for $4.50 all day. Best
burgers around. Learn to plau Texas Hold-Em Poker
Lessons at noon with a friendly game to follow - no money
involved. DJ playing dance mix or check our ad for
special events. Kitchen open 9pm to midnight serving
late night munchies menu.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, 5-
8pm karaoke and Teryaki Kabobs on the patio. 8:30pm
Show time w/ Ajia Simone or Janee Star. DJ Q spinning
Club Music inside and Mike Lopez spinning on the patio
10pm to close..

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio Bar open 3pm.
Patio Beer Bust 3-7pm.

WOODY’S - Open 10am-2am; Happy Hour
10am-8pm (excl spec events); Steak/Fish Dinner in the
Back Pocket 5-9pm. Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5-close.
Live Jazz with Arthur Migliazza in the Back Pocket 6-9pm;
DJ Jeff in the Back Pocket 9-close. Watch for special
events.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am. Beer Bust 4-8pm.
$1.25 glass, $2.25 pitcher. Patio Bar Opens 7pm.
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21
WOODY'’S - Sarong Party with Alex and Blake.

FRIDAY, MARCH 23

THE BIZ - Live!ll It's The Boys R Us performing their
greatest hits from the 2006 season. Doors open at
8:00 p.m. Show starts at 9:00 p.m. Tickets are $6.00
in advance or $7.00 at the door.

WOODY'’S - Delta Lambda Fraternity 18 and Over
Party - 2:00 p.m. - 2:00 a.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 24

HOWL AT THE MOON - Female Impersonation
Show featuring China Collins, Lucinda Holliday,
Bunny FuFu, and more! Starts at 10 pm. $5.00 cover

YARD DOG - 5th Annual TOGA Party and Costume
Contest at 10:00 p.m. with DJ Bob S. Don’t miss it!!

SUNDAY, MARCH 25
WOODY'’S - Lucinda Holliday and Guests

YARD DOG - Boo’s Texas Hold-Em Poker Tourney
st arts at 5:00 p.m. Prizes!

SATURDAY, MARCH 31

HOWL AT THE MOON - Amber Gaia and Dar are
here playing favorite and original acoustic music. 9
pm. $5.00 Cover.

VENTURE-N - Spring Fever Party! Torn and
Tattered Attire please. (Helping hands available.)
Drink Specials and Drawings. Get your ticket from
the Doorman upon entry.

SUNDAY, APRIL 1
YARD DOG SALOON - Steak Night - cooked to order
by Rob and Pete.

SATURDAY, APRIL 7
HOWL AT THE MOON - DJ Hard Mac is back with
dance mix.

SUNDAY, APRIL 8
YARD DOG SALOON - Easter Champagne Brunch
at 11:00 a.m.

FRIDAY, APRIL 13

THE BIZ - Dragstar Cabaret’ a Benefit for Breast
Cancer starts at 9:00 p.m. Tickets $5.00 presale and
$6 at the door. Presale tickets are available at The
Coffee Vein 1545 N. Stone and at The Biz..

SATURDAY, APRIL 14

HOWL AT THE MOON - Benefit drag show for
Jasmine Bouvier in her quest for the Miss Gay
Arizona title. 9 pm

SATURDAY, APRIL 21
HOWL AT THE MOON - Join Kimi San Dumi and
guests for a big show at 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 28
HOWL AT THE MOON -Boys R Us show at 10:00
p.m. Tickets available soon.

TUESDAY, MAY 1
Special show with Ayida Cox and her guests. Starts
at 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 5s

HOWL AT THE MOON- It's Cinco de Mayo! Special
Latino Drag Show at 8:00 p.m. followed by DJ
Michelle playing cumbias, corridos and reggaeton.
Drink specials all night. $3.00 Cover.

SATURDAY, MAY 12

HOWL AT THE MOON - Tori Steele is your host for
an evening with great female illusionists. 9:00 p.m.
$5.00 cover.

SATURDAY, MAY 19
HOWL AT THE MOON - Miss Desert States Pageant
at 7:00 p.m. Come and see who wins the crown!




WEEKLY OBSERVER

TUCSON KNIGHT OWLS (T.K.O)

Openly invites new members to our
monthly meetings which occur on the first
Saturday of every month at 12:00 pm.,
followed by a beer bust from 2pm to 6pm.,
at our home bar the Yard Dog saloon. We
will have a Bake sale at our next beer bust
April 7th. T.K.O.’s annual spring/summer
fling is now called owls fling. This year we
will be going to Holly Lake July 27th - 30th.
The run fee is $60 for members and $70
for non-members. Applications will be
avaible at our next beer bust. You can also

pick one up from any T.K.O. member.

HALLELUJAH RECOVERY DRUG &
ALCOHOL 12-STEP. Every Thursday
5:30-6:30pm at Cornerstone Fellowship,
2902 N. Geronimo. 622-4626.

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE
CLINIC provided daily by the Pima County
Health Department. Gay friendly. Confi-
dential. Treatment and Medication too!
Any questions? Call 624-8272

SOUTHERN ARIZONA AIDS FOUNDA-
TION (SAAF), 375 S. EUCLID. Office
Hours 8am to 5pm, Monday through
Friday. Direct services and emotional
support for persons with and affected by
HIV. Anonymous HIV testing and support
groups available. Prevention education
programs. 628-SAAF (7223). World wide
web: http://www.saaf.org. VOLUNTEERS
WELCOME.

P.F.L.A.G. - Parents and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays - is a support group
available to anyone who has a son,
daughter or friend who is Gay. Call 360-
3795 or write P.O. Box 36264, Tucson, AZ
85740-6264. All replies confidential.

GLBT-friendly AL-ANON group meets
Saturdays at 11am at Unitarian Universal-
ist Church, 4831 E. 22" Street, Tucson.

YOUNG AND GAY?

GLBT Youth 23 and under, meet every
Saturday in Tucson for sharing, support
and information. Meetings are held at 425
E. 7th Street from 3 to 4:30 pm. You are not
alone. For more info call Wingspan, 624-
1779.

The TUCSON Chapter of PRIME TIMERS
WORLDWIDE invites Gay or Bisexual men
and their admirers to join and share Prime
Timers fellowship. We welcome mature
men (and admirers) who wish to become
involved with planned and future Prime
Timers (TPT) activities. Meetings lun-
cheons and dinners are held monthly.
For dates, times and information call 298-
6727, leave name and phone number.
Tucsonpt@primetimersww,org

TUCSON GAY INFORMATION AND RE-
FERRAL

For Information on human service organi-
zations, health and mental health services,
financial and government assistance,
emergency services such as food and
shelter, education, etc. Call Information
and Referral 881-1794 - 8 am - 5 pm M-F.

AIDS HOTLINE - 326-AlDS. Hours M-F,
9:00 am to 10:00 pm. Information,
counseling, HIV-related services, Tucson.

GAY OR BI-SEXUAL MEN in relationships
with women. Need friends you can talk to?
Weekly support group meets Wednesdays
6:30 - 8:00 pm. Licensed psychologist
facilitator. Call 745-6977 in Tucson for
more information. Strictly confidential.

WINGSPAN - Tucson’s Gay, Lesbian &
Bisexual Community Center, 425 E. 7th
St., offers support groups / info line / social
events / library / meeting space. Volunteer
Opportunities. Board meetings every 2nd
Thursday (open to all), 6:00 p.m. Informa-
tion 624-1779.

GREATER PHOENIX GAY & LESBIAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (GPGLCC)
P.0. BOX 2097, Phoenix, AZ 85001-2097.
E-mail: webmaster@gpglcc.org or call
(602)225-8444.

SOURCES UNLIMITED, a Lesbian & Gay
referral service. Business and individual
listings are free of charge. All information
available to anyone just simply by asking.
322-5655. Leave message.
TucsonSources@aol.com

GET NAKED with TNTucson MEN! We'’re
a social and recreational club. Have you
ever longed to camp, swim, hike or play
with others who enjoy the same, dropping
all the masks and pretensions? We;re for
you! TNTucsonMEN@nethere.com, P.O.
Box 12176, Tucson 85792 or call 514-
9894
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INNER WISDOM - Try hypnotherapy for
pain relief, past life exploration and
addiction release. Also available: Spiritual
Counseling and Dream Interpretation.
579-9020

BEARS OF THE OLD PUEBLO — a social
club for bears and bigger, more robust
men (and of course, those who prefer their
company). For more info, Call the Bears
Hotline (520)790-5775 or write P.O. Box
43910, Tucson, AZ 85733-3910 of visit our
website at www.botop.com All are wel-
come to our general meetings/potlucks on
the 2nd Friday of every month, at 3202 E.
1st St. (the “Ward 6" Office Bldg.) Just
south of Speedway & East of Country
Club. PotLuck Dinner begins at 6:30 and
the monthly meeting follows at 7:15 p.m.

LESBIAN AND GAY AL-ANON - Affected
by someone’s drinking? Meeting every
Tuesday 8:45 to 9:45 p.m. at Lambda
Center, 2940 E. Thomas, Phoenix. Ellie
581-8850 or Ronn 968-2384.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE GROUP - Out-
reach to Gay and Lesbian people in
Arizona. Meets monthly. Write to P.O. Box
893, Phoenix, AZ 85001 or call Eddy
Walters, (602)371-1102

CRONIES SOCIAL GROUP. A Social
group for Gay men who enjoy the
fellowship of their peers. Call Leo at 624-
6768.

T-SQUARES Lesbian and Gay Square
Dance Club, dances Tuesdays. from 6:30-
9 p.m. at Cornerstone Fellowship Social
Hall, 2902 N. Geronimo (Northwest of 1st
Ave. and Glenn). No experience, no
partner required! For more info contact
David at 325-6739, or visit
www.azgaydance.org

LIGHTNING LIGHTING will provide light-
ing for AIDS and related benefits at no
charge. For more info call Adrienne at 889-
7298.

COME EXPLORE YOUR SPIRITUALITY!
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church
offers a variety of Gay and Lesbian groups
and services for the spiritually minded.
Come meet the Family! For more
information call Debbie 579-9827 or David
323-7943.

LESBIAN/GAY WRITERS: Workshop at
7:00 p.m. third Wednesday of every
month. Read and critique current projects.
Network and support. For info call 325-
4737.

DESERT VOICES, Tucson’s Gay, Les-
bian, Bisexual, Transgender and Straight
Chorus, has been singing songs of pride,
hope and laughter for 16 seasons. Check
out our website at www.desertvoices.org,
or call (520)791-9662 for information
about upcoming concerts or how to join.

Join the LESBIAN & GAY PUBLIC
AWARENESS PROJECT. In Tucson write
Awareness Project, 3661 N. Campbell
Ave. #365, Tucson, AZ 85719.

AA Meeting with HIV/AIDS focus, Wednes-
days, 7:30 p.m., Wingspan Annex, 425 E.
7" Street. All alcoholics welcome.

MEN’S SOCIAL NETWORK: Social orga-
nization for men of all ages. Building an
extended Gay family in Tucson. Monthly
social potluck gatherings the first Saturday
of each month and almost weekly social
activities. Call 690-9565 for information
and a newsletter. Check the Non-Bar
Calendar in the Observer.

CARE TEAMS ARE AVAILABLE to offer
support to people living with HIV/AIDS.
The Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network
offers trained, compassionate and com-
mitted volunteers to provide services
including friendly visits, light housekeep-
ing, assistance with meals, shopping,
errands, transportation and companion-
ship for medical appointments, and respite
care for primary care givers. No judgement
or proselytizing - we are here to be of
gzzlice. For information call Scott at 299-
7.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SPORTS
TEAMS and updates on Gay Games,
contact TEAM ARIZONA at their website:
teamarizona.org

ARE YOU GAY OR BISEXUAL AND
UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE? The Gay
Young Men’s Project is now looking for
volunteers for the project. We need people
who want to help create a positive social
change for young Gay men as well as
reduce the risk for HIV infection. For more
information please call 628-7223.

THE MEN'S MASSAGE GROUP meets
the 3rd Sunday of each month. It is a good
way to meet other men of all ages, safely,
and with the art of nurturing touch. There is
a fee. You must sign up in advance to
participate. Call Marc at 881-4582 for more
information or sign up.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE GLBT,
Tucson’'s Gay and Lesbian business
networking group holds regular meetings
the third Thursday of every month. Call
615-6436 for more info.
www.tucsonglbtchamber.org

TUCSON PRIDE, INC. (Formerly Tucson
Lesbian and Gay Alliance - TLGA) meets
on the second Wednesday at 845 S.
Craycroft Road at 6pm. Tucson Pride
events: Pride Week, Gay West and

Pride Weekend. Inquiries about support
groups and individual needs should be
directed to Wingspan and other local
agencies listed here. For more information
call 622-3200 or visit the TPI website at
www.tucsonpride.com

LEARN TO BE A LISTENING FRIEND
Unique Hospital Volunteer Program
teaches listening skills to Volunteers who
provide a safe/compassionate environ-
ment to at-risk patients. Training every 6
weeks. 694-7063.

TUCSON INTERFAITH HIV/AIDS NET-
WORK (TIHAN), a coalition of faith
communities committed to a compassion-
ate response to HIV/AIDS, provides HIV
education in congregational settings,
volunteer CareTeams to support HIV+
persons, a referral network of HIV-
sensitive clergy, and interfaith services of
healing and hope. For more information
call 299-6647.

ANONYMOUS HIV COUNSELING AND
TESTING is available through the Pima
County Health Department at sites through-
out Tucson, Very Gay Friendly. For more
information or to make an appointment call
791-7676.

SMART (Self Management And Recovery
Training) a free non-12-step self-help
alternative for people working to overcome
addictive and other emotional problems
meets in Tucson Monday thru Thursdays
at different locations. For more information
about SMART, contact Jennifer at 838-
3975.

OUTLOUD! Tucson’s premiere Local
Lesbian and Gay Radio Show, broadcast
every Sunday from 7-8 pm on 91.3 FM,
Community Radio KXCI.

THEATER / DINNER / MOVIES / ETC!
Nonsmoking Lesbian Network meets
every month. If you'd like to meet women
50+ (flexible) and socialize in a smoke-free
environment, please call or email: 888-
8010 ‘til 9pm, or joycesmth1@aol.com.
The group dines OUT! and attends shows,
movies, comedy events, etc. Now in our
23rd year, 7th in Tucson.

SOUTHERN ARIZONA GENDER ALLI-
ANCE (SAGA). The Southwest’s largest
transgender and gender-diversity advo-
cacy organization. Speakers and panel-
ists available. General meetings monthly
on the 1t Mondays at 7pm; Dezert Girlz
(MTF Support) meets 2" Mondays at 7pm;
Dezert Boyz (FTM Support) meets 3
Tuesdays at 7pm. Also serving partners,
youth, intersex, service providers and
allies. Call (520)624-1779 x26 for more
info.

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR
ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES. Not a dat-
ing club. Discreet. Meetings every Monday
evening. Call for more info. APEX (Arizona
Power Exchange) 602-415-1123. 24-hr
multi-choice message including informa-
tion, calendar and location.

ARIZONA AIDS POLICY ALLIANCE
(AZAPA) seeks to educate legislators and
citizens about sound AIDS policy. For
more information write AZAPA, 6523 N.
14th St., #112, Phoenix, AZ 85014 or call
602-279-4805.

DESERT DOMINION, whose focus is
providing information and education for
people interested in the BDSM lifestyle,
meets monthly for group discussion and
social events. Visit our web site http:/
www.desertdominion.org or call (520)792-
6424

SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS. Start-
ing this February, the Tucson Rape crisis
Center will be providing free confidential
group services for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender survivors of all manner
of sexual assault. Interested persons
please call Mirto Stone, MSW, at 327-1171
(if unavailable leave message with phone
number.
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AAPSP - ARIZONA ASSOCIATION OF
PUBLIC SAFETY PROFESSIONALS: a
confidential organization committed to
providing support and networking for all
Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual public safety
professionals in Arizona. Membership
open to Law Enforcement Officers,
Firefighters, Probation, Parole and Cor-
rections Officers and civilians working
within these agencies. Website: AAPSP.org
or e-mail: AAPSP@aol.com or call Dave
(520)745-9059 (Tucson) or Kim (602)534-
6219 (Phoenix)

GLSEN - Gay, Lesbian and Straight
Education Network meets first Thursday of
every month at 4:30pm at Wingspan, 425
E.7th Street. 743-4800.

SAA (Sex Addicts Anonymous) has 5
meetings a week in Tucson. People who
wish to stop their compulsive sexual
behavior, please call (520) 745-0775 for
current information.

TUCSON GREATER SOFTBALL ASSO-
CIATION. Interested? Call Kelly Quinn,
(520)906-0669 and or Mona Garcia 256-
8728.

LUTHERANS CONCERNED - Tucson
chapter for Gay/Lesbian Lutherans meets
3rd Sunday, 6:30 p.m. each month at
Santa Cruz Lutheran Church, 6809 S.
Cardinal Ave. For information visit
www.lctucson.org write: LC, 7014 E. Golf
Links Road, PMB 212, Tucson, AZ 85730.

REVEILLE GAY MEN'S CHORUS re-
hearses Thursday evenings 7-10pm at the
Historic Y, corner of University Blvd. And
5t Ave. Join us!! Call 304-1758 for more
info.

“OUT ON THE TRAILS - EQUESTRIAN
FUN!”

Rider Club forming. Looking for women
and men to ride together on the trails of
Southern Arizona. Must have own horse,
truck and trailer. For more info write: “Out
On The Trails” P.O. Box 44045, Tucson,
AZ 85733-4045

THE MAN TO MAN Social/erotic education
club is the tantric men’s group that offers
passionate friendships, fun activities and
real Tantric sex education. Marc 881-4582

LGBT Buddhist Meditation Group. Join us
for two 20 minute silent sitting meditations,
and reading from Buddhist Spiritual text
and discussion. Bring a friend and a pillow
or cushion. Takes place every Sunday
from 10-11:30AM at Wingspan, 425 E. 7th
St. Donations accepted. Contact Maurice
Grossman for more info. 323-2293.

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP FOR VICTIM/
SURVIVORS OF Domestic Violence,
Sexual Assault, Hate Crimes, Bias Acts,
Harassment. Call Lori at Wingspan, 624-
1779, ext. 20. Services are free.

MEN’S HIKING CLUB - A peer-run
MEN’s outdoor club for hiking, biking, camp-
ing, boating etc, is now up and running in
the Tucson area. To join, go to SAGE-Tuc-
son-subscribe @yahoogroups.com. See
you on the trails.

MEN’S KINKDISCUSSION GROUP (Open
to all who identify as male and are 18 or
older) meets 2™ Tuesday of the month,
7:00 p.m. at Desert Dominion, 3843 E. 37"
Street, Tucson, AZ. (Map available at
www.desertdominion,org) For those who
are kinky or just curious. No fee,
contributions are appreciated, but not
required.

The new MAN TO MAN INTENTIONAL
COMMUNITY is meeting about honoring
the spiritual side of ourselves. It is the
men’s social/erotic group that offers
passionate friendships, fun activities, and
real tantric sex education. Call Marc 881-
4582 in advance Check it out. We meet
the 1 and 39 Wednesdays, 7-9pm.
Potluck dinner. Donation.

BROTHERS OF THE COMPASSIONATE
WAY. Pagan spiritual group for gay,
bisexual, transgendered men. Box 41623,
Tucson, AZ 85717.
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ATLANTA - Sara Wheeler’s life has
become a contradiction. Once a proud
Lesbian, she’s now a pariah in the Gay
community. Once in a committed
relationship with a female partner,
she’s rethinking her sexuality, reported
the Associated Press. And now she’s
doing something she once would have
considered unthinkable - arguing that
Gays don’t have the legal right to adopt
children.

Wheeler is coming to grips
with the fact that she’s become an
outcast for taking this step in a custody
fight for her child. But she says that
isn’t what her fight is about: “It's about
motherly rights.” Wheeler and her
partner, Missy, decided to start a family
together and share the Wheeler last
name. In 2000, Sara Wheeler gave
birth to a son, Gavin, through artificial
insemination. Two years later, they
decided Missy Wheeler should adopt
the child and legally become his
second parent.

Georgia law doesn’t specifi-
cally say whether Gay parents can
adopt a child, so the decision was up to
a judge in the Atlanta area’s DeKalb
County. After an adoption investigator
determined that both partners wanted
it, the judge cleared the request. The
couple’s relationship later soured.
Missy Wheeler wouldn’t comment for
this story, but her attorney, Nora
Bushfield, said Sara became involved
with someone else and wouldn’t let
Missy and Gavin see each other.

Sara Wheeler acknowledged
the other relationship, saying “regard-
less of my action, it doesn’t make me a
bad mother.” Sara and Missy Wheeler
had split by July 2004, and Missy was
fighting for joint custody of the boy.
The two sides do agree about one
thing: The case is about a mother’s
rights. “Everybody seems to forget
we’re not talking about Lesbian rights,”
Missy Wheeler’s attorney says. “We'’re
talking about a child who’s been
bonded with a mother.”

Sara Wheeler made the legal
argument that, since nothing in Geor-
gia law specifically allowed Gay
adoption, the adoption should be
tossed out. Her first lawyers warned
her the case could set Gay rights back
a century. She hired a new attorney
and asked the DeKalb County court to
toss the adoption that she had
previously pushed for, claiming it
should never have been approved
because it runs afoul of state law.

News of the tactic whipped up
Atlanta’s Gay community, one of the
largest in the South. Lambda Legal, a
Gay rights group, made a legal filing
with the Georgia Supreme Court
supporting Missy Wheeler. “There’s
something about this case that’s just
tragic,” said Greg Nevins, a lawyer for
the group. Laura Douglas-Brown,
editor of Southern Voice, the city’s
main Gay newspaper, penned a
column accusing Sara Wheeler of
“self-hating.” “We owe it to each other
not to lash out in ways that damage the
entire Gay community,” she wrote.
“Your own family may be destroyed,
but don’t destroy ours, too.”

Sara said she felt like she had
no choice. “I’'m not doing anything else
a mother wouldn’t do to fight for her
son,” she said. “Some people may
think it's the unthinkable, but if they
were put in my shoes, they’'d do the
same thing.”

It didn’t go so well. Her lawsuit
seeking to throw out the adoption was
rejected by the DeKalb County judge
and then the state Court of Appeals.
Then the Georgia Supreme Court, in a
4-3 vote in Feb., declined to hear the
case. Only months earlier the court had
upheld the state’s constitutional ban on
Gay marriage, which Georgia voters
overwhelmingly approved in 2004.
Justice George H. Carley, who voted
with the minority in the Gay adoption
case, declared he was “at a loss to
comprehend” why the court refused to

MARCH 28, 2007

Lesbian Asks Court To Ban
G/L Adoptions

consider a case of such “great
concern, gravity and public impor-
tance.”

Sara Wheeler is asking the
state Supreme Court to reconsider her
case. Such a request rarely succeeds,
but the narrow vote gives her hope that
one justice might be swayed. “There’s
nothing that states this is an accept-
able adoption,” she said. “If Georgia
wants to allow it, it needs to make
proper laws.” As the legal motions flew
back and forth, the two women
established a workable routine. The 7-
year-old boy goes to Missy Wheeler’s
place every other weekend and on
Tuesday nights. The rest of the time
Sara Wheeler ferries him to karate
practice, plays tag with him outside her
apartment and takes him out for pizza
every Friday.

The case has taken a toll on
Sara. Aside from a few Gay friends,
she has turned away from the Gay
community. She no longer dates, and
doesn’t go to Gay clubs or events any
more. She said she is rethinking
whether she is still a Lesbian or
whether she should abandon dating for
good. “I just don’t feel comfortable in
that scene,” she says. “I'm just trying to
figure it all out.” She knows she’s seen
as a betrayer; but in a sense, she feels
she was the one betrayed. “Before I'm
anything - Gay or Lesbian - I'm a
mother,” she says. “And the most
important thing is to make sure my son
has a relationship with his biological
mother.”
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Episcopal Bishops Reject
Anti-Gay Ultimatum

NEW YORK CITY (Observer) - Episco-
pal bishops meeting privately in Texas
have rejected demands from the
world’s Anglicans that they provide an
alternate leader for conservatives who
oppose ordaining Gays - a move that
brings the church to the brink of
expulsion from the Anglican Commun-
ion, reported the Associated Press on
365Gay.com.

In the strongest and most
direct language yet defending their
support for Gay relationships, the
bishops said that accepting a second
leader for traditionalists would violate
Episcopal church law and the founding
principles of the church. “We cannot
accept what would be injurious to the
church and could well lead to its
permanent division,” the bishops said
in the resolution.

Last month, Anglican leaders
emerged from a meeting in Tanzania
with an ultimatum for the U.S.
denomination. They gave Episcopa-
lians until Sept. 30 to unequivocally
pledge not to consecrate another
partnered Gay bishop or authorize
official prayers for same-sex couples.
Otherwise, they said, the church risked
a much-reduced role in the 77 million-
member Anglican Communion. As part
of the plan, the Episcopalians were told
to accept a “primatial vicar® for
conservatives who said they could not
accept U.S. Presiding Bishop Katharine
Jefferts Schori because of her accep-
tance of Gay relationships and liberal
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theology.

While the bishops addressed
that issue in their resolution, they did
not directly stake out a position on the
Anglican demand about other Gay
bishops. However, Episcopal leaders
noted that they had previously met
requests not to approve another bishop
in a same-sex relationship “at great
cost to many, not the least of whom are
our Gay and Lesbian members,” only
to have Anglican leaders say the
pledges weren't sufficient.

The resolution expressed the
bishops’ desire to remain the U.S.
representatives of the communion and
said there was an “urgent need” to
meet personally with the Anglican
spiritual leader, Archbishop of Canter-
bury Rowan Williams and the Anglican
bishops who advise him. The
Episcopal leaders also acknowledged
that their actions could get them kicked
out. “If that means that others reject us
and communion with us, as some have
already done, we must with great
regret and sorrow accept their deci-
sion,” they said.

Anglicans have been debating
for years how to interpret Scripture on
salvation, truth and sexuality. Those
divisions reached the breaking point in
2003 when Episcopalians consecrated
the first openly Gay bishop, V. Gene
Robinson of New Hampshire.
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