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Bush’s Surgeon General Nominee: Ex-Gay Therapy On Trial

By Max Blumenthal

LOUISVILLE, Kentucky (Observer Up-
date) - James Holsinger, President
George W. Bush’s nominee for Sur-
geon General, has a dark view of
homosexuals, reported Max Blumenthal
on huffingtonpost.com (June 10).

In a 1991 paper, Holsinger
describes homosexual sex in sicken-
ingly lurid language. “Fist fornication,”
“sphincter injuries,” “lacerations,” “per-
forations” and “deaths seen in connec-
tion with anal eroticism,” are some of
the terms Holsinger concocted to
describe acts with which he suggests
at least medical familiarity (a case of
participant observation, perhaps?). At
the same paper, Holsinger puzzlingly
issues no warnings about the dangers
of heterosexual sex in his paper. To
him, only “anal eroticism” is a health
peril.

Holsinger’s allies — those who
lobbied the White House for his
nomination — include James Dobson’s
Focus on the Family and the Heritage
Foundation. They have predictably
cast his confirmation battle as a
religious test, alleging that his ho-
mophobia is a reflection of orthodox
Christian views. To oppose Holsinger
on the grounds of his anti-Gay
sentiments, the right says, is to
discriminate against him simply for
being a bible-believing Christian. Why
should he have to check his Christian-
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ity at the church exit door? they ask.
This worn-out appeal to the Christian
right’s victimhood complex distracts
from the most salient argument against
Holsinger's confirmation — which is
exactly what it is intended to do.

For a moment let’'s put aside
the moral case against Holsinger’s
confirmation, and objectively examine
his qualifications for America’s top
doctor. Holsinger and his wife were
founders of Hope Springs Community
Church. This church, according to its
pastor, Rev. David Calhoun, has an

“‘ex-Gay” ministry that administers
“reparative therapy” to people who no
longer wish to be Gay. “We see that as
an issue not of orientation but a
lifestyle,” Calhoun says. “We have
people who seek to walk out of that
lifestyle.”

Holsinger believes in ex-Gay
therapy. He therefore views homo-
sexuality as a curable disease. Every
major, reputable medical organization
rejects ex-Gay therapy and the notion
that homosexuality constitutes a men-
tal illness. Every single one. The most
notable of these organizations is the
American Psychological Association,
the country’s largest organization of
mental health professionals. In 1974,
the APA stopped listing homosexuality
as a mental disorder; last year, the
group issued a pointed repudiation to
the ideological proponents of ex-Gay
therapy. (It's worth adding that conver-
sion therapy supporters have not
produced one single word of peer-
reviewed work to support their theo-
ries).

Holsinger’'s belief in discred-
ited, crack-pot “conversion” therapy
puts him in direct conflict with virtually
the entire American medical commu-
nity. Holsinger can believe in radical
evangelical doctrine and he can hold
bigoted views. As lamentable as these
traits are, they don't necessarily
disqualify him for Surgeon General —
though they certainly cast a dark

shadow over his nomination. What
instantly disqualifies Holsinger is his
rejection of medical science. He can be
politically incorrect, but he can’'t be
medically incorrect.

If history is any guide, conser-
vatism and respect for science are not
mutually exclusive. Former Surgeon
General C. Everett Koop, the co-author
of a strident anti-abortion tract with
evangelical dominionist godfather
Francis Schaeffer, respected science.
In the face of massive resistance from
right-wing activists, Koop used his
prestige to advocate for sex education
and condom use to stanch the rising
epidemic of AIDS. For Koop’s stand on
medical principle, his one-time allies
pressured Reagan into forcing him to
resign. There is no indication Holsinger
will follow Koop’s principled path.

When Holsinger goes before
the Senate, ex-Gay therapy goes on
trial. He and his Republican supporters
should be compelled to state their
views on homosexuality and the
crackpot practice the Christian right
employs to “cure” people of it. Is
homosexuality a treatable disease and
how do they know it? (This question
should be asked of GOP presidential
contenders as well). If and when
Holsinger's nomination goes down in
flames, ex-Gay therapy will have
received its most decisive repudiation
yet.

Religious, Political Leaders Urged To
Welcome LGBT Into The Fold

WASHINGTON, D.C. - A coalition of
national faith leaders issued an open
letter Monday (June 11) to more than
20,000 religious and political leaders,
calling for a faith-based approach that
supports diverse sexual orientations
and gender identities, 365Gay.com
reported. The letter, published by the
Religious Institute on Sexual Morality,
Justice, and Healing, challenges reli-
gious leaders to use the pulpit to
spread a welcoming message to all
people while educating themselves
about the diversity of human sexuality.
Aside from thousands of religious
leaders, each U.S. congressional
member will receive the document.

“While religious denomina-
tions continue to debate issues of
sexuality,” said the institute’s director,
the Reverend Debra W. Haffner, “the
silence and ... condemnation of clergy
have led to destroyed relationships,
suicidal despair and discrimination,
and violence against LGBT persons.
Denying that God created diversity as
a blessing is denying biblical teach-
ing.” “Too many religious institutions
have failed to embrace sexual and
gender diversity,” the letter reads.
“Some have mistakenly called homo-
sexuality sinful when the real issue is
heterosexism or the unjust privileging
of heterosexuality. Heterosexism de-
values Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender people, just as sexism
and male privilege devalue women.
Silence, misinformation and condem-

nation of differing sexual and gender
identities have created despair, de-
stroyed relationships, and led to
violence, suicide and even murder.
Sexual and gender oppression can no
longer be portrayed as virtuous and
morally defensible.”

According to a press release,
the letter was developed by theolo-
gians and ordained clergy from Jewish,
Baptist, Brethren, Episcopal, Lutheran,
Presbyterian, Roman Catholic, United
Church of Christ and Unitarian Univer-
salist traditions.

Supreme Court Asked To Review
‘Homophobic Fliers’ Ruling

OAKLAND, California (Observer Up-
date) - Lawyers for two city of Oakland
workers have asked the US Supreme
Court to review a ruling that found the
city had not violated their civil rights
when it removed homophobic fliers
from the workplace, reported
365Gay.com.

After an e-mail was distributed
in 2003 to employees at the Commu-
nity and Economic Development
Agency containing information on a
National Coming Out Day rally a group
of Christian workers put up fliers on
bulletin boards announcing the forma-

California Assembly OKs Same-Sex
Marriage Measure

SACRAMENTO, California (Observer
Update) The California state Assembly
voted Tuesday (June 5) to allow same-
sex couples to marry, challenging Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger, who has said
he will veto the bill if it passes the full
Legislature, reported the Associated
Press on advocate.com. Legislators
approved the measure on a party-line
vote of 42-34, with the majority saying
lawmakers should not to wait for the
state Supreme Court to act on the
issue.

A debate about California’s
one man-one woman marriage law of
1977 is likely to be decided this year or
early next year by the high court. The
bill now goes to the Senate, which

adopted a similar measure in 2005.
Schwarzenegger vetoed it.

California in 2003 recognized
domestic partners, creating a registry
that affords same-sex couples many
of the rights given to married couples.
Massachusetts is the only state that
allows same-sex couples to marry.
Several states have or plan to enact
laws allowing either civil unions or
domestic partnerships.

tion of the Good News Employee
Association. The fliers said the
association “is a forum for people of
faith to express their views on
contemporary issues of the day with
respect for the natural family, marriage
and family values.”

A Lesbian CEDA worker com-
plained to supervisors that the flier
made her feel targeted for discrimina-
tion in the workplace and after
reviewing the fliers management re-
moved the fliers and told the organiz-
ers of the group, Regina Rederford and
Robin Christy they could repost them if
the language were changed. Rederford
and Christy instead filed suit alleging
that then-city manager Robert Bobb
and Joyce Hicks, who at the time was
deputy director of the Community and
Economic Development Agency, with
violating their First Amendment rights.
Chief U.S. District Judge Vaughn
Walker rejected their claims in Feb.
2005, and they appealed to the 9th
Circuit Court of Appeals. A three-judge
panel in Mar. found that the agency did
not violate the pair’s free speech rights
“Public employers are permitted to
curtail employee speech as long as
their legitimate administrative interests
outweigh the employees’ interest in
freedom of speech,” the panel ruled.
The judges said that any curtailment of
Rederford and Christy’s free speech
rights was “minimal,” and the
supervisors had a “more substantial
interest in maintaining the efficient
operation of their office.” The Supreme
Court has not indicated whether it will
review the case.
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Ulrich, Harris Head-
line Alliance Fund

Event

TUCSON (Observer Update) - The
fourth annual “Evening of Music and
Friends”, a fundraiser for the Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and
Straight (LGBT&S) Alliance Fund,
raised $10,000 for the group’s grant-
making activities.

Karen Uhlich, Ward 3 City
Council member, was Master of
Ceremonies for a celebration at the
home of Randy Soderstrom and Steve
Quinlan that featured jazz and vocal
offerings from Marilyn Harris and a
special appearance by the U of A “Tube
Cats.” Soderstrom and Stephen Russell
of the LGBT&S Alliance Fund’s Board
of Advisors addressed the crowd and
reviewed the many projects supported
by the Fund. The unique collaboration
between LGBT and straight allies is a
special project of the Community
Foundation for Southern Arizona. It
has awarded $320,000 to more then 50
projects over the last six years in an
effort to remedy the chronic under-
funding of LGBT projects and initia-
tives in Tucson and Southern Arizona.

Information aboutthe LGBT&S
Alliance Fund and its work are at
alliancefund.org. The Fund’s current
Board of Advisors includes Randy
Soderstrom (President), Noel Matkin,
Steve Henderson, John Jarvis, Joel
Meister, Dianne Van Tasell, Stephen
Russell, Frances Sjoberg, Vicki
Gaubeca, and Doug_; Noffsinger.

Flagstaff Pride
Weekend Draws

Record Crowd

FLAGSTAFF - Last weekend, (June 8,
9 & 10) Flagstaff hosted the 11" annual
Northern Arizona Pride event with
attendance surpassing all previous
years.

Wheeler Park in downtown
Flagstaff became the center of activi-
ties on Saturday with live entertain-
ment, food, drink and numerous
information booths. Coconino County
Health Department provided free HIV
and Syphillis testing.

The weekend kicked off Friday
night with a sold-out drag performance
at Granny’s Closet, a popular down-
town gathering spot, and concluded
with a Sunday brunch and afternoon
tea dance. Temperatures for the
weekend averaged around 75 de-
grees. See photos on page ten in this
issue of Observer. PHOTQOS: by Bill
Morrow.
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SASD To Meet
June 18

TUCSON - The Southern Arizona
Stonewall Democrats (SASD) will
meet on Monday, June 18 p.m. at
Colors, 5305 E. Speedway.

Candidates for the upcoming
City Council Election will be the guest
speakers. All are welcome to join the
group and get involved and be
informed. The elections are coming up
soon.

For more information check
outsasdtucson@yahoo.com or Maurice
at 323-2293

Gay West Returns
June 23

TUCSON (Observer Update) - After a
four year hiatus and in true Pride
tradition, Gay West returns Saturday,
June 23.

Imagine having the ability to
descend upon the park by the
thousands, convert it with rainbow
decor, be entertained by cowboys,
showgirls, singers and drag queens
and dance with your partner. And all
the funds raised benefit Wingspan.
Come celebrate Pride Month with
Wingspan at Old Tucson Studios:
Hollywood in the Desert since 1939.
From western movie heroes like John
Wayne to current box-office stars such
as Leonardo DiCaprio, many of
Hollywood’s legends have walked
these rugged streets, the setting for
hundreds of major motion pictures.
You’re invited to retrace the bootsteps
of your favorite stars and spend a day
in the life of an 1880’s Western town.
To complete your Western experience,
take a trail ride along scenic desert
mountain trails!

Tickets are $15 prior to the
event and $18 at the door. To
purchases tickets prior, check the Old
Tucson website for information on
where to purchase presale tickets at
oldtucson.com. For more information
contact Madeline Porta at Wingspan,
(520) 624-1779, or E-mail:
mporta@wingspan.org.

]

‘Neighbors You Know’
Returns To TV

TUCSON (Observer Update) - Wing-
span is relaunching the innovative
media project titled “Neighbors You
Know” to coincide with June, which is
LGBT Pride Month. This project
features local LGBT people and the
invaluable contributions that they
make to Southern Arizona’s commu-
nity every day through a series of eight
television commercials.

Each commercial features a
different “neighbor,” telling their real-
life stories of community service
through work and volunteerism, and
urges viewers to speak up for the
neighbors they know. The commer-
cials will begin running this week on
local cable and network television and
will continue through June 30.

To help with the advertising
costs, make your check payable to
“Wingspan,” and mail them to 425 East
Seventh Street, Tucson, Arizona 85705.
To make a donation with your credit
card, call (520) 624-1779.

Antigone Books
Celebrating ‘What
Wildness Is This’,

June 22

TUCSON (Observer Update) - Join in
at Antigone Books, 411 N. 4" Ave,
Friday, June 22, 7:00 p.m., foran event
celebrating the collection, What Wild-
ness Is This: Women Write about the
Southwest (University of Texas Press,
$19.95).

This volume includes nearly
100 poems and essays by more than
90 women. These intimate portraits of
women’s lives on the land powerfully
demonstrate that women bring unique
and transformative perspectives to
Southwestern literature.

For more information, call
(520) 792-3715.

Kolbe Says He's Been
Cleared Of
Wrongdoing

TUCSON (Observer Update) - Justice
Department investigators have ab-
solved former Arizona Rep. Jim Kolbe
of wrongdoing in his relationships with
House pages, Kolbe says, the Associ-
ated Press reported on the PlanetOut
Network. A Justice Department
spokesman was not immediately avail-
able for comment.

In a statement, Kolbe and his
Washington lawyers said they re-
ceived notice that investigators had
completed their work on the prelimi-
nary inquiry opened by federal pros-
ecutors last fall, and saw no reason to
pursue it further. Prosecutors began
looking into Kolbe’s relationships with
House pages after hearing reports that
he took a Fourth of July camping trip to
the Grand Canyon with two former
pages and others in 1996. The inquiry
was launched amid a separate investi-
gation into sexually explicit messages
sent to high school-aged congres-
sional pages by former Rep. Mark
Foley, R-Fla., who resigned over the
issue last fall.

A House ethics panel, which
investigated the House leaders’ han-
dling of complaints about Foley, found
in December that lawmakers and aides
“failed to exercise appropriate dili-
gence and oversight.” The panel,
however, said no rules had been
broken and no one should be pun-
ished.
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By Kathy Wells
President of the Board, Southern
Arizona AIDS Foundation

As President of the Board for
the Southern Arizona AIDS Foundation
(SAAF), | wanted to give you an update
on our search for a new executive
director. As you may recall, Anne
Maley, SAAF’s Executive Director for
10 years resigned a few months ago.
She continued to assist SAAF as an
interim until the end of May. We miss
Anne and value what her leadership
did for Southern Arizona.

Regarding the search, a na-
tionwide search resulted in over 100
applicants responding so far. Initially,
five applicants were contacted for
telephone interviews, one withdrew.
Two of the remaining four were invited
for aface-to-face interview along with a
“‘meet and greet” with the staff and
community members. Of the two, one
withdrew before the second interview.
The remaining candidate met with the
search committee, SAAF’s senior
management, and SAAF’s full Board.
After the interview, a decision was
made to continue the search.

The search continues as
applicants who submitted their re-
sumes after the initial selection are
being reviewed as possible candi-
dates. SAAF’s Board of Directors have
stated repeatedly that the desire to
have a new executive director as soon
as possible is great, yet SAAF’s
mission is far too important to our
community and especially to the
people assisted by the mission to not
have the right person in that position. |
am sure you understand.
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Meanwhile, on June 5, 2007, SAAF’s
Board of Directors met and voted on
the budget for this fiscal year (July 1,
2007 through June 30, 2008). Unani-
mously the Board accepted the budget.
For this year, the revenue and expense
budget is as follows:

Revenue:
Grants/ Contracts:
3,669,916
Community Based Revenue
792,000
Buyers Club
58,509
Rental Property Income
416,969
Management Fees
25,500
Miscellaneous Income
32,417

Investment Income
5,000
Bequests
49,000

Total:  $5,049,311

Expense:

Personnel and ERE
2,355,699
Program Support
2,173,207
Occupancy Expense
257,570
Operating Support
128,875
Capital Development
3,960
Depreciation
110,000

Total: $5,049,311

Last year's budget was nearly $4.25
million. Compared to this year, we see
an increase of 18.85%. SAAF has
always approached various revenue
streams to make possible our mission
of assisting people living with and
affected by HIV/AIDS and providing
HIV prevention outreach. Your support
helps make our mission possible.

The GLBT community is a strong part
of SAAF’s history. In 2007, we
recognize SAAF’s 10 years as a
merged AIDS service organization.
Our roots go back to the many GLBT
individuals and straight allies who
started the Tucson AIDS Project, the
Shanti Foundation, and the Tucson
AIDS Project. SAAF’s continuing
service to the community is founded on
their hard work and commitment.
Many remain involved with SAAF, like
the Jell-O Wrestling Committee! For
continuing their spirit of compassion
and commitment, we thank you.

If we are to succeed in providing
necessary services and programs for
people living with and affected by HIV/
AIDS and in making available HIV
prevention programs to at-risk groups
and the community in general, your
involvement remains crucial. We
invite your participation in AIDSWALK
2007 (Sunday, October 14, 2007), in
the Jerébme Beillard Festival for Life Art
and Gift Auction (Sunday, November
18, 2007), MODA PROVACATEUR
(Sunday, March 9, 2008) and the Reno
Gannon Jell-O Wrestling Extrava-
ganza and Benefit Auction (May 4,
2008). Your support makes a
difference.

This is a new year of challenges; let’s
make it a year of opportunities. And
again, thank you!
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Lesbian Blasts
Romney At
Campaign Stop

CONCORD, New Hampshire - A
woman, frustrated with Republican
presidential hopeful Mitt Romney’s
opposition to Gay marriage, made a
point of telling him about her personal
experience.

“lam a Gay woman and | have
children. Your comment that you just
made, it sort of invalidates my family,”
said Cynthia Fish, a mother of a 6- and
8-year-old. “... | wish you could explain
to me more, why if we are sending our
troops over to fight for liberty and
justice for all throughout this country,
why not for me? Why not for my
family?” Romney paused, asked Fish
about her children and then praised
her. “Wonderful,” Romney said. “I'm
delighted that you have a family and
you're happy with your family. That’s
the American way. ... People can live
their lives as they choose and children
can be a great source of joy, as you
know. And | welcome that.”

But then Romney repeated his
view of marriage. “Marriage is an
institution which is designed to bring a
man and woman together to raise a
child and that the ideal setting for
society atlarge is where there is a male
and a female are associated with the
development and nurturing a child,”
Romney said. The former Massachu-
setts governor acknowledged other
scenarios that raise children. “There
are other ways to raise kids that’s fine:
single moms, grandparents raising
kids, Gay couples raising kids. That’s
the American way, to have people have
their freedom of choice,” he said.
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Pace Fired As Joint Chief’'s Chair

General Peter Pace

WASHINGTON, D.C. (Observer Up-
date) - The Bush administration will
not reappoint Gen. Peter Pace as chair
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Defense
Secretary Robert Gates said Friday
(June 8), reported the Associated
Press on 365Gay.com. The decision
avoids a showdown with the Demo-
cratically controlled Senate which
would have to confirm the reappoint-
ment.

‘It would be a backward
looking and very contentious process,”
Gates said at a Pentagon news
conference. Instead, the administra-
tion will recommend Adm. Mike Mullen
to replace Pace. Mullen is the chief of
naval operations, and Gates praised
him for having the “vision strategic
insight and integrity to lead America’s
armed forces.”

Pace has been contentious in
his role as chair of the Joint Chiefs, not
only for his handling of the Iraq war but
for his religious fervor in supporting
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, the ban on Gays
serving openly in the military. In Mar.,
Pace told the Chicago Tribune that he
considers homosexuality to be im-
moral and the military should not
condone it by allowing Gay soldiers to
serve openly. “l believe homosexual
acts between two individuals are
immoral and that we should not
condone immoral acts,” Pace said.

Pace then likened homosexu-
ality to adultery, which he said was
also immoral. “I do not believe the
United States is well served by a policy
that says it is OK to be immoral in any
way.” Pace later said he regretted
making the remarks but refused to
apologize for them. With growing
support for repeal of DADT, If he were
to be reappointed the Senate would
likely question Pace on the comments.

In February, Congressman
Marty Meehan (D-MA), chair of the
House Armed Services Sub-Commit-
tee on Oversight and Investigations,
reintroduced legislation to repeal the
law. The Democratic contenders for
the presidency all oppose Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell. The Republican candidates
favor keeping it.

‘“We may never know if

concerns about General Pace’s ho-
mophobic remarks played a role in his
decision not to seek re-confirmation,
butit seems reasonable to assume that
the controversy he ignited weighed on
his mind,” said Steve Ralls, a
spokesperson for the Servicemembers
Legal Defense Network, which advo-
cates for Gays in the military. “General
Pace’s remarks are still fresh in the
memory of many of our troops, and no
doubt still fresh in the memory of many
Senators, too.”

Teacher Is
Suspended For
Comparing Gay

Slur With ‘N’ Word

NASHVILLE, Tennessee - A middle
school teacher who equated calling
something “Gay” with the use of the N
word has been suspended for three days
without pay, 365Gay.com reported.
Stephen Henry, a sixth-grade teacher at
Creswell Arts Magnet School, overheard
a student describe something as “Gay.”
Henry approached the girl who is
reportedly African American and asked
her how she would feel if he were to use
the N word. The girl later complained to
her parents.

In response to an e-mail to
Henry from Principal Dorothy Gunn
questioning the incident the teacher, with
21-years experience said that he wanted
to use the incident to teach the meaning
words can have on people. “Because it
has been my practice all year long to
address teachable moments when they
present themselves ... | felt compelled to
pursue thatlesson,” Henry wrote in the e-
mail. “I stated that regardless of what one
means, when emotionally-charged words
are used, the intent of the speaker is
often never heard or understood by
those who actually hear the offending
words.”

The student’'s mother said she
believed Henry was not intending to
insult the girl but middle school students
are too young for such a discussion.
Henry has said he intends to appeal the
suspension. In addition to teaching he
was recently elected vice president of
the Metro Nashville Education Associa-
tion. He also is vice president of the
Tennessee LGBT Equality Project.
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COMMENTARY....

Outing The Out Of Touch

replied that, with the war in Iraq raging,
“This is not the time to deal with
disruptive issues like this.”

By Maureen Dowd

NEW YORK CITY - Be honest. Who
would you rather share a foxhole with:
a Gay soldier or Mitt Romney?

A Gay soldier, of course. In a
dicey situation like that, you need
someone steadfast who knows who he
is and what he believes, evenif he’s not
allowed to say it out loud.

Hypocrisy is the homage vice
pays to virtue, as the gloriously Gay
Oscar Wilde said. And Gays are the
sacrifice that hypocritical Republican
candidates offer to placate “values”
voters - even though some candidates
are not so finicky about morals
regarding their own affairs and di-
vorces.

They may coo over the photo
of Dick Cheney, whose re-election
campaign demonized Gays, proudly
smiling with his new grandson, the first
baby of his Lesbian daughter, Mary.

But they’ll hold the line, by
jiminy, against Gay Americans who are
willing to die or be horribly disfigured in
the cursed Bush/Cheney war in Iraq.

Peter Pace, whose job as
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
became a casualty of Iraq on Friday,
asserted in March that homosexual
acts “are immoral.” Yet in May, he
wrote a letter to the judge in the Scooter
Libby case, pleading for leniency for
the Cheney aide. Scooter always
looked for “the right way to proceed -
both legally and morally,” General
Pace wrote of the man who lied to a
grand jury about the outing of a spy,
after he pumped up the fake case for
the war that has claimed the lives of
3,500 young men and women serving
under the general.

At the G.O.P. debate in New
Hampshire last week, the contenders
were more homophobic than the
mobsters on “The Sopranos,” unani-
mously supporting the inane “don’t
ask, don’t tell” policy. Even Rudy
Giuliani, who loves to cross-dress and
who stayed with old friends, a Gay
couple, to avoid Gracie Mansion when
his second marriage was disintegrat-
ing, had an antediluvian answer.

Wolf Blitzer asked him about
the Arabic linguists trained by the
government who have been ousted
from the military after being outed.

Mr. Giuliani, who procured
three deferments to avoid Vietnam,

If he’s so concerned with
disruptive issues, maybe he should
start worrying about this one: Two
straight guys who slithered out of going
to Vietnam are devising a losing
strategy in Iraq year after year. W. and
Dick Cheney have fouled things up so
badly that Robert Gates and Tony
Snow are now pointing to South Korea
- where American troops have stayed
for over half a century - as a model.

Mitt Romney agreed with Rudy
on the issue. Instead of going to
Vietnam, Mr. Romney spent two and a
half years doing Mormon missionary
work in France. Isn’t that like doing
Peace Corps work in Monte Carlo?

At the memorial for Mark
Bingham, the Gay 6-foot-5 rugby
player who was on Flight 93 on 9/11,
John McCain said he might owe his life
to the young man who helped fight the
hijackers, bringing down the plane
aiming to crash into the Capitol.

But Senator McCain wants
Gay troops to stay closeted. The
policy, he said, is “working.” But it's
not. The Army in lIraq is like that
exhausted nag Scarlett O’Hara whipped
on to Tara. Yet Republicans surge on,
even as they expel Gays.

In a Times Op-Ed piece
Friday, Stephen Benjamin, a Gay
Arabic translator eager to go to Iraq,
told how he was dismissed when the
Navy learned his status. “Consider,” he
wrote. “More than 58 Arabic linguists
have been kicked out since ‘don’t ask,
don’t tell was instituted. How much
valuable intelligence could those men
and women be providing today to
troops in harm’s way?”

He noted that 11,000 other
service members have been shoved
out since 1993 and speculated that if
the Army had not been so short of
Arabic translators, the cables that went
untranslated on Sept. 10, 2001, might
have been translated, preventing 9/11.

In 2000, the British military
began letting anyone who served say if
they were “a poof,” as one squadron
leader put it. Sarah Lyall wrote in The
Times that the military reports that
none of its fears “about harassment,
discord, blackmail, bullying or an
erosion of unit cohesion or military
effectiveness have come to pass.”

America has been Will-and-
Graced since Bill Clinton had his
kerfuffle on the issue in 1993.
Tolerance has blossomed, especially
among younger Americans. According
to a Pew poll, 4-in-10 Americans say
they have close friends or relatives
who are Gay.

The Republican field seems
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stale and out of sync. They should
have listened to the inimitable Barry
Goldwater, who told it true: You don’t
have to be straight to shoot straight.

(Maureen Dowd is an award-
winning columnist for the New York
Times from which this is reprinted from
their June 10 edition.)

Gay Mexican Pop Star Praises
Fans Support

MEXICO CITY (Observer Update) -
Christian Chavez, a member of the
wildly popular Mexican band RBD,
says he’s lived the life he always
wanted since coming out of the closet
three months ago, reported the Associ-
ated Press on the PlanetOut Network.
Chavez told the Televisa network
Wednesday (June 6) the public
revelation allowed him to “begin a
healing process in which | left things
behind and began many wonderful
things.”

The 23-year-old singer made
the announcement in March after
photos of him kissing and exchanging
rings with another man showed up on
the Internet. Chavez said fan support
helped him overcome nervousness
about an appearance in McAllen,
Texas, shortly after his announcement.
“l was afraid to go on stage, but people
were really, really nice,” he said. “| felt
free and could sing like I've never sung
before.” He said the support was a
reflection of a more open Mexican
society, but added that he still wants to
fight for Gays to be respected — not just

Christian Chavez

tolerated.

RBD rose to fame as the
musically inclined cast of “Rebelde,” a
high school drama that became a long-
running soap opera. The band has
performed around the world in English
and Spanish. Chavez and the band
were scheduled to leave this weekend
for concerts in Romania and Spain.
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LGBT Rights Group Take Heart In
Ruling That Struck Down Bans On
Interracial Marriage

WASHINGTON, D.C. - LGBT civil
rights groups marked the 40th anniver-
sary of the Supreme Court ruling that
struck down state laws banning interra-
cial marriage saying that ultimately
bans on same-sex marriage also will be
ruled unconstitutional, 365Gay.com
reported.

The case, Loving v. Virginia,
began when Richard and Mildred
Loving, an interracial couple, were
arrested in Virginia after they returned
from their wedding in Washington, D.C.
They were sentenced to one year in
prison. The Lovings appealed the
conviction all the way to the U.S.
Supreme Court, which struck down
restrictions on who could marry whom.
On June 12, 1967, the Court ruled that:
“The freedom to marry has long been
recognized as one of the vital personal
rights essential to the orderly pursuit of
happiness by free men.”

On Capitol Hill Gay rights, civil
rights groups and Rep Tammy Baldwin
(D-WI) held a news conference to point
out the similarities between the fight to
end the prohibition of interracial mar-
riage and the one against bans on
same-sex marriage.

The National Black Justice
Coalition also unveiled a video avail-
able on YouTube featuring interracial
couples pointing out that the interracial
bans were “bigotry often justified
disguised as religious truth.”

At the time the Lovings began
their fight to have their marriage
recognized a majority of Americans
believed blocking interracial marriage
was acceptable. And the groups on the
Hill noted that as attitudes toward
interracial marriage have changed
since the Supreme Court ruling,
ultimately Americans will become ac-
cepting of Gay marriage.

Also marking the anniversary of
Loving is a two day ad campaign in Roll
Call and The Politico featuring images
of well-known interracial couples who
would have been denied marriage but
for the Loving case. The ads were paid

Richard & Mildred Loving

for by Faith in America, a Gay rights
advocacy group.

Lambda Legal Director Jon
Davidson noted that the fight for
interracial marriage was not won over
night and Gay couples seeking the
right to marry will have it no easier: “All
success takes is, first, the willingness
of those denied equal rights to stand
up for themselves and to secure the
support of allies; second, persever-
ance in insisting that the rights
afforded to some be provided to all;
and, last, regardless of how long it
takes or how much resistance is
encountered, unwavering faith that
the promises of our Constitution will
be fulfilled one day,” said Davidson.

Currently Massachusetts is
the only state where same-sex
marriage is legal. Gay marriage
cases are currently before state
courts in California, Connecticut and
Maryland and lowa. Ultimately, like
Loving, the issue of Gay marriage will
make its way to the US Supreme
Court. Last July the New York State’s
highest court, ruled that same-sex
couples do not have a constitutional
right to marry but said that the issue,
however, could be taken up by the
Legislature. A bill is presently before
the Assembly. Last October the New
Jersey Supreme Court ruled same-
sex couples must have all the rights of
marriage but left it to the legislature to
decide if it should be called marriage
or civil unions. Lawmakers opted for
civil unions.

George Michael Avoids Jail

LONDON (Observer Update) - Openly
Gay pop singer George Michael was
spared jail time on Friday (June 8) on
charges of driving while impaired,
365Gay.com reported. Michael was
ordered by District Judge Katherine
Marshall to 100 hours of community
service. The sentence ends fears that
Michael would be forced to cancel the
first pop concerts at London’s newly
rebuilt Wembley stadium.

Michael, whose real name is
George Panayiotou, had pleaded guilty
on May 8 to a charge of driving while
unfit through drugs. Police said Michael
was found slumped at the wheel of his
car in north London after witnesses
observed the vehicle weaving into the
wrong side of the road at around 5 mph
to 10 mph in the early hours of the
morning. Last month the court was told
that tests showed the singer had taken a
therapeutic quantity of an antidepres-
santas well as gamma-hydroxybutyrate,
or GHB. GHB is often called the “date-
rape drug” because it leaves people
groggy and powerless.

Michael told the court he was
ashamed that “I had done something
really wrong in putting other people at
risk.” Outside the court he said that the
drugs had been prescribed and blamed
the media for hyping the story. “In reality

| have been sentenced today on the
basis of unfit driving through tiredness
and prescription medicines which |
fully accept responsibility for,” he told
reporters. Michael said in a TV
interview last month that he s
addicted to prescription drugs and
believes the world would be a better
place if more people smoked mari-
juana.
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Don’t Ask, Don’t Translate

By Stephen Benjamin

Imagine for a moment an
American soldier deep in the lraqi
desert. His unit is about to head out
when he receives a cable detailing an
insurgent ambush right in his convoy’s
path. With this information, he and his
soldiers are now prepared for the
danger that lies ahead.

Reports like these are regu-
larly sent from military translators’
desks, providing critical, often life-
saving intelligence to troops fighting in
Irag and Afghanistan. But the military
has a desperate shortage of linguists
trained to translate such invaluable
information and convey it to the war
zone.

The lack of qualified transla-
tors has been a pressing issue for
some time — the Army had filled only
half its authorized positions for Arabic
translators in 2001. Cables went
untranslated on Sept. 10 that might
have prevented the terrorist attacks on
Sept. 11. Today, the American Em-
bassy in Baghdad has nearly 1,000
personnel, but only a handful of fluent
Arabic speakers.

| was an Arabic translator.
After joining the Navy in 2003, |
attended the Defense Language Insti-
tute, graduated in the top 10 percent of
my class and then spent two years
giving our troops the critical translation
services they desperately needed. |
was ready to serve in Iraq.

But | never got to. In March, |
was ousted from the Navy under the
“‘don’t ask, don’t tell” policy, which
mandates dismissal if a service
member is found to be Gay.

My story begins almost a year
ago when my roommate, who is also
Gay, was deployed to Falluja. We
communicated the only way we could:
using the military’s instant-messaging
system on monitored government
computers. These electronic conver-
sations are lifelines, keeping soldiers
sane while mortars land meters away.

Then, last October the annual
inspection of my base, Fort Gordon,
Ga., included a perusal of the
government computer chat system;
inspectors identified 70 service mem-
bers whose use violated policy. The
range of violations was broad: people
were flagged for everything from
profanity to outright discussions of
explicit sexual activity. Among those

charged were my former roommate
and me. Our messages had included
references to our social lives —
comments that were otherwise unre-
markable, except that they indicated
we were both Gay.

| could have written a state-
ment denying that | was homosexual,
but lying did not seem like the right
thing to do. My roommate made the
same decision, though he was allowed
to remain in Iraq until the scheduled
end of his tour.

The result was the termination
of our careers, and the loss to the
military of two more Arabic translators.
The 68 other — heterosexual — service
members remained on active duty,
despite many having committed viola-
tions far more egregious than ours; the
Pentagon apparently doesn’t consider
hate speech, derogatory comments
about women or sexual misconduct
grounds for dismissal.

My supervisors did not want to
lose me. Most of my peers knew | was
Gay, and that didn’t bother them. | was
always accepted as a member of the
team. And my experience was not
anomalous: polls of veterans from Iraq
and Afghanistan show an overwhelm-
ing majority are comfortable with Gays.
Many were aware of at least one Gay
person in their unit and had no problem
with it.

“‘Don’t ask, don’t tell” does
nothing but deprive the military of
talent it needs and invade the privacy
of Gay service members just trying to
do their jobs and live their lives.
Political and military leaders who
support the current law may believe
that homosexual soldiers threaten unit
cohesion and military readiness, but
the real damage is caused by denying
enlistment to patriotic Americans and
wrenching qualified individuals out of
effective military units. This does not
serve the military or the nation well.

Consider: more than 58 Arabic
linguists have been kicked out since
“‘don’t ask, don’t tell” was instituted.
How much valuable intelligence could
those men and women be providing
today to troops in harm’s way?

In addition to those transla-
tors, 11,000 other service members
have been ousted since the “don’t ask,
don’t tell” policy was passed by
Congress in 1993. Many held critical
jobs in intelligence, medicine and
counterterrorism. An untold number of
closeted Gay military members don’t

re-enlist because of the pressure the
law puts on them. This is the real cost of
the ban — and, with our military so
overcommitted and undermanned, it's
too high to pay.

In response to difficult recruit-
ing prospects, the Army has already
taken a number of steps, lengthening
soldiers’ deployments to 15 months
from 12, enlisting felons and extending
the age limit to 42. Why then won’t
Congress pass a bill like the Military
Readiness Enhancement Act, which
would repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell”? The
bipartisan bill, by some analysts’
estimates, could add more than 41,000
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soldiers — all Gay, of course.

As the friends | once served
with head off to 15-month deployments,
| regret I'm not there to lessen their
burden and to serve my country. I'm
trained to fight, | speak Arabic and I'm
willing to serve. No recruiter needs to
make a persuasive argument to sign
me up. I’'m ready, and I'm waiting.

(Stephen Benjamin is a former
petty officer second class in the Navy,
and the above op-ed was reprinted from
the June 8 edition of the New York
Times.)

Activists Call Pentagon’s
One-Time ‘Gay Bomb’ Proposal
Almost Laughable

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Pentagon
revealed on Friday that it had once
sought a “Gay bomb,” and while Gay
activists are outraged at the proposal,
some called it almost laughable,
rawstory.com reported.

“A Berkeley watchdog organi-
zation that tracks military spending said
it uncovered a strange U.S. military
proposal to create a hormone bomb that
could purportedly turn enemy soldiers
into homosexuals and make them more
interested in sex than fightin,” CBS
reports. “Pentagon officials on Friday
confirmed to CBS station KPIX-TV in
San Francisco that military leaders had
considered, and then subsequently
rejected, building the so-called Gay
bomb.”

The report continued, “As part
of a military effort to develop non-lethal
weapons, the proposal suggested,
‘One distasteful but completely non-
lethal example would be strong aphro-
disiacs, especially if the chemical also
caused homosexual behavior.” The

documents show the Air Force lab
asked for $7.5 million to develop such
a chemical weapon.”

“Gay community leaders in
California said Friday that they found
the notion of a ‘Gay bomb’ both
offensive and almost laughable at the
same time,” the AP continues.
“Throughout history we have had so
many brave men and women who are
Gay and Lesbian serving the military
with distinction,” said Geoff Kors of
Equality California. ‘So, it's just
offensive that they think by turning
people Gay that the other military
would be incapable of doing their job.
And its absurd because there’s so
much medical data that shows that
sexual orientation is immutable and
cannot be changed.”
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Navy Blocks Gay Sailor’s Third
Return To Service

Petty Officer 2nd Class Jason Knight

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Navy has
moved to correct what it calls an error
in the discharge papers of an openly
Gay sailor that could have led to his
being called up again - for a third time,
365Gay.com reported. The military
paper Stars and Stripes reported
Monday (June 11) that the Navy has
issued Petty Officer 2nd Class Jason
Knight wit a new set of discharge
papers spelling out that he was
dropped by the military for violating
“Don’'t Ask, Don’t Tell” the ban on Gays
from serving openly.

Knight was first discharged in
2005 under “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” but
his official discharge papers did not
specify it. He was then called up again
last year and again dismissed under
DADT this year. Again his discharge
papers did not mention DADT.
Instead, the papers said “completion
of required active service.” His recall
code was noted as RE-1, with a
reserve obligation ending in April
2009. That meant that Knight, a
trained Hebrew linguist, was being
placed in the reserves and could be
recalled at any time. “l can’t do
anything but laugh,” Knight told Stars
and Stripes in a telephone interview.
‘Its getting to the point of being
ridiculous,” he said. After the paper
last raised questions about the
discrepancy the Navy said it would
investigate. The Navy said it has now
issued its third set of discharge

papers, although Knight says he has
not yet received them, citing homo-
sexuality has the reason for his
discharge. The change effectively
means Knight will not be recalled.
“Neither Jason’s command, nor his
colleagues, had any issues with his
sexual orientation,” Steve Ralls, a
spokesperson forthe Servicemembers
Legal Defense Network told
365Gay.com. “Indeed, there are few
people on the ground or in the
warzone who care more about orienta-
tion than qualification.”

Knight is now on a speaking
tour for SLDN drumming up support
for overturning DADT. Two lawsuits
challenging DADT are underway. In
Feb., Congressman Marty Meehan
(D-MA), chair of the House Armed
Services Sub-Committee on Over-
sight and Investigations, reintroduced
legislation to repeal the law. The
Democratic contenders for the presi-
dency all oppose Don’'t Ask, Don’t Tell.
The Republican candidates favor
keeping it. “Petty Officer Knight’s case
clearly shows that ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell’ is not only out of step with our
nation’s commitment to equal opportu-
nity, but is out of touch with what
military leaders increasingly believe is
in the best interest of our armed
forces,” said Ralls. “Our country
cannot afford the continued loss of
talented troops who happen to be
Lesbian or Gay,” Ralls said.
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Thousands
Celebrate What
May Be Israel’s

Last Pride

TEL AVIV, Israel (Observer Update) -
Thousands of people lined the streets of
Tel Aviv Friday for the city’'s annual
LGBT Pride parade, 365Gay.com re-
ported. Marchers made their way from
Rabin Square to the boardwalk at
Gordon Beach.

Drag queens and menin leather
danced to the beat of blaring music.
Activist groups carried signs calling for
increased Gay rights and many march-
ers held small Gay rainbow flags. But
hanging overthe parade was the specter
that this might be the last Gay pride
march ever held in the Jewish state. On
Wednesday (June 6) Israel’s Parliament,
the Knesset, gave approval in principal
to two bills that would bar LGBT pride
parades throughout the country. One bill
would would amend laws governing
Jerusalem to permit that city from
banning any parade or rally the council
believed would disturb public order or
offend religious sensitivities. The other
would ban all Gay marches throughout
Israel. Members of the Knesset voted
two-to-one to advance the two bills.
They now must go to committee and then
receive a final vote in the full Knesset.

While the more secular Tel Aviv
has had few incidents at Gay pride
events, religious extremists in Jerusa-
lem have a long history of fighting any
LGBT presence. Jerusalem Police last
Sunday gave their final approval to Gay
pride celebrations, planned for June 21,
but also warned thatit might notinclude a
parade. The haredi, an ultra-Orthodox
sect that staged a week of riots last year
against Gay pride celebrations in
Jerusalem has warned that if a parade is
permitted this year it will again take to the
streets. Last year's pride march was
cancelled following a week of rioting in
Jerusalem by the haredi.
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Sao Paulo
Parade Attracts
Millions

SAO PAULO, Brazil (Observer Update)
- Millions packed central Sao Paulo for
the city’s 11th annual pride parade,
dancing and waving rainbow flags in a
carnival-like atmosphere as they con-
demned homophobia, racism and
sexism, reported the Associated Press.
At least 3 million people filled the
canyon like Paulista Avenue, organiz-
ers said, surpassing last year’s count of
2.5 million. A police spokesman who is
not authorized to be quoted by name
under department rules confirmed the
larger turnout.

“This is the biggest parade on
the planet,” Tourism Minister Marta
Suplicy said. “Our city is showing, once
again, its respect for diversity.” Gay
pride marches in San Francisco, New
York, Berlin and other majorworld cities
have attracted hundreds of thousands,
far less than the Sao Paulo turnout.
Trucks blasting disco and electronic
music rolled through the streets,
followed by marchers carrying banners
with slogans such as “Dignity for All,”
and “All Forms of Love Bring Us Closer
to God.”

Parade organizer Nelson
Matias Pereira said this year’s partici-
pants are appealing for a “world where
racism, sexism and homophobia, in all
their forms, no longer exist.” “There is
no question the prejudice we have
suffered for years has diminished a lot,
but it's still there and we still a long way
to go,” said one marcher, mechanic
Sebastiao Pereira Rodrigues, who was
wearing black leather shorts and a tight
purple T-shirt. Sao Paulo Mayor
Gilberto Kassab and Suplicy — an avid
supporter of Gay rights —addressed the
crowd in between live concerts.

Gay Pride 2007 In Tel Aviv, Israel

Gay Pride 2007 In Sao Paulo, Brazil
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by Mark R. Kerr

‘Sex, Taxes And Stopping
Medical Bigotry’

Legislation was introduced
Wednesday (June 6) in the U.S.
Senate (S.B. 1556) which would put
domestic partners and spouses on the
same page of the federal tax code
when it comes to employer-provided
health care benefits.

As previously reported in this
column, the federal Internal Revenue
Code an employer’s contribution of the
premium for health insurance for an
employee’s spouse is excluded from
the employee’s taxable income. Any
employer contribution for the domestic
partner’s (including civil union, Canada,
Massachusetts or selection European
marriages and otherwise) coverage is
considered as wages by the Code and
is counted as taxable income, resulting
in Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender
(LGBT) individuals that secure em-
ployer-provided health insurance cov-
erage for themselves and their family
members face a significant tax penalty;
one that, depending on the facts
applicable to the specific individual,
can be in the thousands of dollars per
year and result in an individual paying
upwards of 50% more in federal taxes.

According to the Human Rights
Campaign, an employee that earns
$32,000 per year which has family
health coverage under his employer’s
group health plan for himself and his
“‘domestic partner,” and under the
terms of the group health plan, the
employer pays the monthly premium
amount of $907 for family coverage
and since federal tax law does not
exclude from an employee’s income
health insurance coverage provided to
an employee for his or his domestic
partner, the value of the coverage,
resulting in $6,864 of income, is
imputed to the employee and their
federal tax liability increases from
$3,155t0 $4,710 (comprised of $525 of
payroll tax and $4,185 of income tax).

In Mar., H.R. 1820, “The Tax
Equity for Health Plan Beneficiaries
Act” was introduced for consideration.

Public and private employers
across the country have made the
business decision to provide health
benefits to domestic partners of their
employees and as of Jan. 1, 2007, a
majority (265) of the Fortune 500
corporations offered health benefits to
employees’ domestic partners but
current federal tax law has not kept up
with corporate change in this area and
both employers and employees who
offer these benefits are being taxed
inequitably. These measures if
approved and signed into law would do
SO. ...

On Thursday (June 7), the
U.S. House of Representatives Appro-
priations Subcommittee on Labor,
Health and Human Services and
Education approved a fiscal year 2008
appropriations bill that included appro-
priations for HIV/AIDS research and
programs and a substantial $27.8
million increase for unproven, anti-Gay
abstinence-only-until-marriage pro-
grams.

It was reported that several
studies have shown abstinence-only
sex education to be largely ineffective.
Abstinence-only sex education often
omits information on safer-sex prac-
tices; instead, it urges teenagers to
wait until marriage to have sexual
intercourse. According to the press
release, this approach tends to incor-

porate religious doctrine, inaccurate
medical information, and stereotypes
about the LGBT community. It com-
pletely fails to address the needs of
LGBTteenagers.

To take action and let your
Representatives know opposition to
increasing funding for abstinence only
programs, a monetary pipeline for anti-
LGBT organizations and groups, go
online to advocatesforyouth.org/
takeaction.htm. . ..

“America’s chief health educa-
tor,” is the Surgeon General,” accord-
ing to the Department of Health and
Human Services, and the Surgeon
General, gives, “Americans the best
scientific information available on how
to improve their health and reduce the
risk of illness and injury.” As
previously reported in this publication,
Dr. James Holsinger was nominated to
the post of Surgeon General of the
United States.

In his role, according to the
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force,
who wrote that while on the United
Methodist Judicial Council, Holsinger
opposed a decision to allow a Lesbian
to be an associate pastor, and he
supported a pastor who would not
permit an openly Gay man to join the
church. As member of the Committee
to Study Homosexuality in the United
Methodist Church, Holsinger authored
a 1991 papertitled “Pathophysiology of
Male Homosexuality,” which essen-
tially equates homosexuality with
disease in lurid terms.

Holsinger's nomination will go
to the Senate Health Committee for
consideration and if approved, the full
Senate will consider it. To take action,
go online to: hrcactioncenter.org/
campaign/stop_holsinger and let your
Senator know your opposition to this
man and his “theories.”

YouTube Star Calls
For Pride On Web

THE INTERNET - Gay YouTube
regular William Sledd urged followers
of his video column, Ask a Gay Man
(http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=RVb5r5X4gPk), to “just come
out” to celebrate Pride Month, reported
advocate.com. The video, posted June
1, has received more than 800,000
views and more than 26,000 text
comments as of press time.

Nearly 300 video responses
have been posted, several of which
feature displays of pride and support.
QueerSighted.com’s Kenneth Hill
called Sledd’s project an online pride
parade.

“Delivered with a range of
emotion and creativity by people from
all walks of life—including a ton of
straight supporters—the sum of these is
nothing less than a tapestry of
humanity uploaded to the Web to
connect all of us together,” Hill wrote
Sunday in a blog post. “What’s most
inspiring is the number of young people
posting, young straight people stand-
ing up for their Gay friends, as well as
brave Gay youth who at early ages are
able to embrace who they are.”
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NOTES FROM THE FOR-REAL SIDE

UA Airwaves

by Lee Thorn

When | consider the radio and
television broadcasts of the University
of Arizona (UA), it's hard to imagine
what, if anything, their broadcasting
philosophy might be. I’'m familiar with
their TV news program, ARIZONA
ILLUSTRATED, their classical music
radio station, and their jazz radio
station. They all have their pluses and
minuses, but they don’t seem to be
tending together in any particular
direction.

I've been watching ARIZONA
ILLUSTRATED on a highly irregular
basis since before its current host, Bill
Buckmaster, arrived. Its biggest plusis
thatit’s the funniest show on television.
Its biggest minus is that every time you
watch it you can’t help thinking that
there’s no reason why the University of
Arizona couldn’t do a serious news
show in its place.

The most concise criticism |
can make of the show is this: | have
never, in years and years of watching
it, seen the host ask any guest a tough
question. If you believe in the old
journalistic axiom that the news
consists of what the people in power
don’t want you to know, you can only
conclude that ARIZONA ILLUS-
TRATED is almost perfectly news free.
Buckmaster has local officeholders,
from Tucson’s mayor to Arizona’s
governor, voluntarily appearing on a
regular basis. Any aspiring journalist
who can get that kind of cooperation
from sitting officials owes it to himself
to get up off his knees and scramble for
some means to regain his self-respect.
Not surprisingly, the interviews with
officeholders invariably proceed along
the lines of, “Permit me to kiss your ring
before you kindly and graciously tell us
all the wonderful things you’ve done for
us since our last interview.”

But it's not just the political
stuff that’s hilarious, the “arts scene”
coverage is an equal guffaw: “So-an-
S0 is a very nice artist whose very nice
work is currently being shown in a very
nice gallery at 6" and 6™. So-an-so has
graciously agreed to tell us how she
came to make such very nice art. Nice,
nice, nice, nice.” Of course I'm only
paraphrasing. The actual quotes
would endanger diabetics.

And then they have a weekly
panel of establishment journalists
touting establishment views on news,
corporate journalism being corporate.
Why does a university have to stoop to
this? As anyone who’s read a lot of
Karl Marx and Max Weber would, | tend
to look for an economic reason for what
big institutions do.

| can’t find one here. For the
life of me | don’t know why UA couldn’t
put on a real news show that would
scare the hell out of politicians, keep
the establishment as honest as
possible, provide serious art and social
criticism, and actually, from time to
time, break some news. For that
matter, why not get really wild and
crazy and throw in some investigative
reporting? Is the problem that such a
show would alienate corporate contri-
butions? | don’t think it would. They
might respect and appreciate it. Even
CEOs can get fed up with incessant
banality.

In all fairness I've got to say
that ARIZONA ILLUSTRATED hasn’t
always been a complete joke. On at
least two occasions that | know of
they’ve had journalists who, although
they were corporate cats, sometimes
let the mask slip and gave out the real
goods. Their names were Bud Foster
and Jeff Smith. Their tenures were

short.

UA’s classical music station is
cool, but I have two complaints aboutiit.
First, they ask you for money every five
minutes. This constant importuning
diminishes the quality of the listening
experience. It's strange that the
university can fund its softball program
without passing the hat after every
inning, but it can’t do the same for
serious music. You’d think that for a
university the priorities would be just
the other way around.

Second, the station doesn’t
give sufficient attention to what is being
composed today. Once they get you
interested in serious music in general,
isn’t it reasonable to assume that
you’re going to want to know what
became of it, say in 20077

The jazz station, also cool,
sometimes “joins the news in progress.”
Even in laid-back Tucson, isn’t joining
the news in progress a little unprofes-
sional? Couldn’t they find a jazz DJ
who wasn’t so spaced out that he could
keep track of the time? Guess what,
jazz DJs, they put the most important
new up front, so joining the news in
progress gets you Paris Hilton. Do
your job now and wait to get stoned
until after your shift is over.

(Thorn welcomes comments,
suggestions for future columns, and
tips on local skulduggery that ought to
be exposed. Write to Box 85571,
Tucson, AZ 85754. E-mail:
Doid3@aol.com.)

Maine G/L Partners
Get Family Medical
Leave Rights

AUGUSTA, Maine - Legislation has
been passed in Maine allowing Gay
and Lesbian workers to take time off to
care for a sick partner or child,
365Gay.com reported. The amend-
ment to the Family Medical Leave Act
makes Maine one of the few states to
mandate employers grant limited time
off to workers to care for sick kin. Maine
already has a limited domestic partner
law.

Under the changes to the
Family Medical Leave Act, to be
eligible for time off a worker must have
been employed for 12 consecutive
months by the same employer. Work-
ers can receive up to 10 weeks of
family medical leave under the law.
The bill passed both houses with wide
support. Inthe House it was approved
by a vote of 95-41 and in the Senate by
28-5. A spokesperson for Gov. John
Baldacci said the governor will sign the
measure. “This was the fair thing to do
for LGBT Mainers, and shows that the
legislature understands that LGBT
people are not just workers, but also
have families,” said Betsy Smith,
executive director of EqualityMaine.
‘“Now LGBT employees, who still
cannot marry their partners, won’'t have
to choose been taking care of a sick
family member and keeping their jobs.”

During hearings on the bill,
members of the Labor Committee
heard moving testimony from people
whose domestic partners had died.
Over 4,000 Maine households are
comprised of same-sex couples, as
counted by the 2000 U.S. census.
Many of these families are raising
children said Smith. Nearly 30 percent
of female partner households have a
child under 18, as do about 20 percent
of male partner households, she said.
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SAN FRANCISCO - Stretched out on a
sofa next to his Australian shepherd,
Sophie, Armistead Maupin says he
never intended to write another install-
ment of his popular “Tales of the City”
series, reported the Associated Press
on 365Gay.com.

But thankfully for fans world-
wide, Maupin’s newest book, “Michael
Tolliver Lives,” revisits many of the
same larger-than-life characters that
propelled “Tales” from a weekly San
Francisco Chronicle column to six
books and a Showtime mini-soap
opera. The book debuted Tuesday
(June 12), when Maupin kicked off a
tour and Mayor Gavin Newsom de-
clared Tuesday to be “Michael Tolliver
Day” in San Francisco.

Instead of randy hippies who
smoke joints, as they did when the
series began in 1976, the aging lefties
of “Michael Tolliver Lives” pop joint and
arthritis pills. Instead of plotting nightly
sexual conquests, as they did as 20-
something singles, many profess shock
at the level of promiscuousness
practiced by today’s youth. The book -
which would certainly earn the literary
equivalent of an R rating - centers on
Michael Tolliver, the endearing South-
ern Gay man who came to San
Francisco in 1971 and lived at 28
Barbary Lane.

Now Michael is in his mid-50s,
a mildly arthritic and HIV-positive
landscape architect married to Ben, a
handsome furniture designer and yogi
21 years younger. Michael first spots
Ben on an Internet dating site, and a
chance meeting in a coffee shop results
in romance. They get hitched over
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Armistead Maupin Revisits Aging ‘Tales’ Crew

Valentine’s Day weekend in 2004,
when the city began granting marriage
licenses to same-sex couples. Except
for Ben’s weekly forays to bath houses
in Berkeley, they’re homebodies who
watch sappy movies and tease each
other about their lack of cooking skills.

“I wanted to tell the story of a
Gay man getting older - especially one
who thought death was imminent and
is now confronting normal mortality,”
Maupin, 63, said in the living room of
his 1907 Craftsman overlooking the
San Francisco Bay. ‘| didn’t want to
say it was a "'Tales’ sequel because |
didn’t want to disappoint fans.”

For readers looking for up-
dates on “Tales” characters, Maupin
delivers. Mary Ann, the straight-laced
girl from Cleveland who moved to San
Francisco to find a husband, is now a
wealthy wife in Connecticut. Brian,
once a sex-crazed heterosexual who
relished his bachelor status, is a single
father uncertain whetherto embrace or
stifle his precocious daughter’s Bi-
sexuality.

The biggest difference be-
tween “Michael Tolliver” and earlier
installments is Maupin’s emphasis on
politics. Several chapters take place
near Orlando, Fla., where Michael
visits his dying mother and introduces
Ben to his born-again Christian
relatives.

Michael bristles at Dick
Cheney, the War on Terror, the radical
right's influence in Washington. His
relatives - racists and homophobes
who live in a mansion and drive SUVs
and a gas-guzzling boat - pray that

he’ll pick a straight “lifestyle” and repent
before he goes to hell.

Maupin, who grew up in North
Carolina and later served in the Vietnam
War, came to San Franciscoin 1971 as a
reporter for The Associated Press. The
novel’s political edge, he said, mirrors
the polarization between red and blue
America. It's also the logical result of
Michael’s maturity.

“By the time you’ve reached my
age, you’re a lot less tolerant of bull—
from your family, even though the bonds
still connect you and you still want to
please,” Maupin said. “We’ve made
progress from utter invisibility 30 years
ago to prominence in the cultural scene,
but with that prominence has come a
more rampant form of homophobia. My
hope is that we're close to the time that
homophobia takes on the status of
racism today - normal, mainstream
people don’t accept it.”

Maupin didn’t create Michael
Tolliver in his own image; the author’s
relatives welcomed his spouse, Christo-
pher Turner, into the family. But other
parallels are obvious. Maupin first saw
Turnerthree years ago on an Internet site
for older Gay men, which Turner founded
and runs. Maupin refused to solicit a date
online and figured he’d never see Turner
in real life. Weeks later, he spotted
Turner walking in the Castro, the city’s
Gay enclave. Maupin stopped him, they
exchanged numbers, dated, moved in
together and married in Vancouver in
February. Turner is 27 years younger
than Maupin.

“I'm blessed to have found a man
who loves me for who | am,” said Maupin,
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Armistead Maupin
and Christopher Turner

who has bright but watery eyes and
ruddy cheeks. “I am trying to be the
best 63 | can - and I’'m happy that |
don’t have to try to impersonate a
man of 35. | want the novel to convey
the fact that love, sex and connection
are still there for us as we get older,
just like it has been for me.”
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Utopia, Awakening, Grey Gardens
Take Top Tonys

NEW YORK CITY - Two passionate
works—Spring Awakening, a pounding,
post-rock musical of teenage sexual
anxiety, and The Coast of Utopia, Tom
Stoppard’s sweeping examination of
19th century Russian intellectuals—
dominated the 2007 Tony Awards on
Sunday (June 10), reported the
Associated Press on advocate.com.
Spring Awakening, with a score by
Duncan Sheik and Steven Sater, was
named best musical, taking home eight
awards, and the trilogy The Coast of
Utopia took best play honors, winning
seven prizes. It was a Tony record for
plays, topping six won in previous
years by both Arthur Miller’s Death of a
Salesman and Alan Bennett's The
History Boys.

Together, Spring Awakening
and The Coast of Utopia received 15 of
the evening’s 25 competitive Tonys
handed out during the ceremony at
Radio City Music Hall. A small, serious
musical which began life last summer
at off-Broadway’s Atlantic Theater
Company, Spring Awakening also took
awards for score, book-musical, direc-
tion-musical, featured-actor, choreog-
raphy, orchestrations, and lighting-
musical. Its army of producers, num-
bering more than a score, all marched
onstage to accept the best-musical
prize. "Steven and | definitely set out to
make a new kind of musical,” said
Sheik, describing the edgy show, set
among troubled teens in late 19th
century Germany. "We were trying to
forge our own path. | think we got lucky
timing-wise—what’s happening politi-
cally. People were ready to deal with
something that had teeth.” The Coast
of Utopia, lavishly produced by Lincoln
Center Theater for a limited engage-

e 1 ent that ended last month, also won

prizes for direction, featured actor-
play, and featured actress-play as well
as sweeping the play technical awards
for sets, costumes, and lighting. “I
would be more than happy to have
equaled the playwright of Death of a
Salesman and a contemporary of
mine, Alan Bennett,” Stoppard said
about setting a record with Utopia. The
award was Stoppard’s fourth best-play
Tony, having previously won for

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are
Dead (1968), Travesties (1976), and
The Real Thing (1984).

There were a few surprises,
most notably in David Hyde Pierce’s
win as a musical-theater-loving detec-
tive in the Kander and Ebb musical
Curtains. Cradling his award, Pierce
noted that he made his Broadway
debut 25 years ago as a waiter with the
line “I'm sorry, we’re going to have to
ask you to leave.” Of his Tony chances
this year, he said: I think, ‘Oh yeah,
they’re going to call my name.’ They’re
going to say, ‘David Hyde Pierce, I'm
sorry, we're going to have to ask you to
leave.”” Also in something of an upset,
an ebullient Julie White received the
actress-play award for her portrayal of
a conniving agent in Douglas Carter
Beane’s satiric The Little Dog Laughed.
Said a disbelieving White, “You Tony
voters—what a bunch of wacky, crazy
kids.” More expected was Frank
Langella’s triumph, winning his third
Tony. He took the actor-play prize, for
his sympathetic portrait of Richard M.
Nixon in Peter Morgan’s docudrama
Frost/Nixon. “I am very proud to work
among you splendid people,” a
gracious Langella said. Grey Gardens
proved lucky for the two women who
play mother and daughter in this
musical about eccentric relatives of
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis. Chris-
tine Ebersole took the top musical
performance prize in what many critics
called the performance of the season.
Mary Louise Wilson, who portrays her
mother in the show, received the
featured actress-musical prize and
some of the biggest laughs of the
evening. She came onstage and said,
“Everyone has been so articulate.”
Then she let out howl of delight as the
audience cheered. Within hours of its
final curtain Sunday, Journey’s End,
R.C. Sherriff's antiwar drama, won the
revival play award as producer Bill
Haber came onstage with the entire
cast to accept the award. Despite
enthusiastic reviews, the production
struggled at the box office and closed
after a disappointing four-month run.
The musical revival prize went to
Company.

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 25¢ PER WORD, $5.00 MINIMUM
CLASSIFIED ADS WILL NOT BE TAKEN BY PHONE

FOR SALE

For sale console stereo with 9 record

changer. Excellent condition. Large
speakers, big stack of records. 50s
era. Merle 888-7264 1195

PERSONALS

LOOKING FOR NEW PASSIONATE
FRIENDS W/BENEFITS? Trythe Man
to Man Club. Call Marc at 881-4582 or
email bleub@cox.net 1193

SERVICES

ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS
Let me keep your clothes fitting
properly and in good repaid. Experi-
enced - Economical - Prompt. Merle
Hudson, (520)888-7264 in Tucs?goo

Weddings & Civil Unions: Church of
the free spirit. Reverend C .W. Schlitz
DD - churchofthefreespirit.com

520-400-1742 1189

MASSAGE

INTUITIVE BODY WORK DESIGNED
TO AROUSE YOUR MOST SACRED
SENSES. Swedish, Sports, Body
Electric, Tantric and more. $45 in, $60
out. Afternoons & evenings. Christo-
pher 631-8509. 1196

RELAX WITH A FULL BODY MAS-

SAGE FOR MEN in a private studio on

the West Side. Call Ralph, 548-1544
1193

Various BODY TREATMENTS - Mas-

sage, Body Rubs and More... Thor-

ough - Anytime Ric 520-981-1141
1211

QUALITY SENSUAL TANTRIC MAS-
SAGE. Strong healing hands leave
you feeling vibrantly alive! Profession-
ally trained and certified. Weekly
Special. An exceptional experience for
25 years. Marc - 881-4582,from 8AM -
8PM 1197
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Expect the unexpected this
week when five planets are retrograde.
Uranus, Neptune, Jupiter, Pluto and
Mercury stir up the cosmos to create a
tornado of wilde change. Will it all
hinge on a word? | can think of a few
choice ones!

ARIES (MAR. 21 - APR. 20)

Even though you are fairly
content with your home environment,
there will be times when you think
things could be better. Better? Much
better! But consider any grand scale
change very carefully before you act.
Proud Rams are missing a key (but
secret) ingredient that proves to be
pivotal to the success of any domes-
tic venture. Chill for now. Heat up
tomorrow.

TAURUS (APR. 21 - MAY 21)

All this restless energy from
five retro planets has queer Bulls
mouthing off at any and all opportuni-
ties. This can get you into a bit of
trouble. You think things at work are
more intriguing than they are and may
even make a romantic move on some
unsuspecting office mate. Oops!
Before HR gets involved, rein in your
tongue, among other things.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21)

A fool and their money are
soon parted, as pink Twins will
understand this week. A bevy of retro
planets loosens your wallet and
shakes it empty. Money will also be
more of a factor in your career. Will
you be offered a raise? Maybe. More
likely it will involve pouring your
dough into a new “guaranteed”
venture. Err better check the
contract’s fine print.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23)
Pink Crabs find novel ways to
get their face splashed on the front
pages. If you are looking for cheap
press, you find it this week as your
appetite for attention increases. And
speaking of increased appetites, don’t

be surprised if all your cheeky hob
nobbing takes you on a food fressing
frenzy. The more of you the merrier or
something like that.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG. 23)
Don’t jump to conclusions

this week. You may find yourself
perched on a short ledge. A bunch of
retro planets stirs up your imagination
and makes you susceptible to sug-
gestion. Perhaps proud Lions might
consider a short break and a change
of scenery. Temptations abound for
getting into mischief. Try to keep your
indiscretions far from the usual (and
nosy) crowd.

VIRGO (AUG. 24 - SEPT. 23)
Expect a few miscommunica-

tions between friends as five retro
planet stir up the stew. Queer Virgins
not only misread others’ intentions,
they can make a few missteps on
their own. Your Love Boat may hit a
sand barge. Make everyone feel
better by maintaining a charming
attitude and good sense of humor.
Now that will be a nice change of
pace for you!

LIBRA (SEPT. 24 - OCT. 23)

Proud Libras think they can
schmooze their way past the powers-
that-be but check yourself out in the
mirror before you make your oily way
through the hallowed corridors. Five
retro planets give you visions of
grandeur that might not translate
easily into practice. You may come
off as insincere or, perhaps worse,
manipulative. However all is not lost.
Your dog still loves you.

SCORPIO (OCT. 24 - NOV. 22)
Travel becomes much more

trouble than it is worth as five retro
planets create potholes along your
way. Plans go awry, reservations and
luggage get lost. So a merry jaunt can
become one long slog through hell.
No matter. Use that as an easy
excuse to kick back and enjoy a taste

of home life. Unbeknownst to you,
things might even spice up a bit for
you there.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 23 - DEC. 22)
Your charm is a well hidden
secret. In fact it is so well hidden that
even you might have trouble mining
it. Blame your stain on five retro
planets which build up your sense of
entitlement and ego to only deliver
you the table scraps. Happily, this is
just a phase. Gay Archers really do
have much more to offer. Hold back a
little and let the world discover you.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 23 - JAN. 20)
Count to ten before you

escalate any relationship nit pick into
a war this week. Not only will it create
more confusion, it could spark a
series of other unintended events.
Pink Caps have a lot of gripes which
can spill out at any moment. Some of
them are valid and some (let’s face it)
are not. Turn the other cheek,
bubbele. In fact turn both of them and
dance.

AQUARIUS (JAN. 21-FEB. 19)
What is it about friends that

makes you so antsy and stressed?
Could it be their propensity to make
mountains out of tiny molehills? That
is what you think. Before you acceler-
ate the bulldozer, stop, look and
listen. Aqueerians could be getting it
all wrong. Channel all this excess
energy into your domestic agenda. It
is never too late for a good spring
cleaning. Oh goodie.

PISCES (FEB. 20 - MAR. 20)
Guppies are in the swim and

can out maneuver the sharpest of
sharks. That is because they usually
live in a world of dreams and uncer-
tainties. You have an internal naviga-
tion system that works through every
cosmic fog. All others are off course
but not you. If you can keep your
head when all around you others are
losing theirs, you will be a very
sought after date!
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Ending the violence.

Wingspan launches the
Anti-Violence Project -

a community initiative

to assist lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender
victims of discrimination,
domestic violence, sexual
assault and hate crimes.

@m\

Southern Arizona’s Lesbian,
(Gay, Bisexual & Transgender
Community Center

www.wingspan.org

Community Bars
1. THE BIZ
2900 E. Broadway 318-4838

IBT'S

616 N. 4" Ave. 882-3053
VENTURE-N

1239 N. 6™ Ave. 882-8224
WOODY’S

3710 N. Oracle Road, 292-6702
HOWL AT THE MOON

915 W. Prince Rd. 293-7339
YARD DOG SALOON

2449 N. Stone, 624-3858
8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS
5305 E. Speedway 323-1840

N o o w b

Community Organizations

A. MCC - METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY CHURCH
3269 N. Mountain - 292-9151

B. CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP
2902 N. Geronimo - 622-4626

D. WINGSPAN - 425 E. 7* St. - 624-1779
E. S.A.AF. -375S. Euclid Ave. - 628-7223

F. RAINBOW PLANET COFFEE HOUSE
606 N. 4™ Ave. - 620-1770

G. TIHAN -Tucson Interfaith
HIV/AIDS Network
1101 N. Craycroft, Ste 301. 299-6647

H. EON YOUTH CENTER 620-6245
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Non Bar Calendar

Wednesday, June 13

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Hand and Foot with Marvin at
745-0304.

Thursday, June 14

#1Men’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m.  Triangle Tribe-A Men’s
Circle. According to a recent study,
very few people have as many close
friends as they would like. Are you as
connected with other men as you want
tobe? Do you getthe support you need
forissues in your life? Do you wish you
had more meaningful friendships and
relationships with other men? Join
like-minded men at Wingspan to share
feelings, thoughts and ideas in a safe,
respectful space. For the same
experience with both straight and gay
men, join us at the regular Circle of
Men meetings. Call Tom at 591-2828
for dates and times.

#2Please call Lloyd at 792-8537 before
Noon today to reserve for tomorrow
night's MSN Pizza Night!

Friday, June 15

Wingspan’s Reel Pride is presenting
“Boy Culture” at the Loft Cinema, 3233
E. Speedway. For more information
call 795-0844.

Tucson Prime Timers Cocktails — 5:30
PM, Colors, 5305 E. Speedway

Saturday, June 16

#1 Men’s Social Network Opentomen
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:30a.m. Join Robert for a morning of
Volleyball. This is played for fun, and
you’ll get to know some nice guys as
you play. Two great ways to work on
yourgame! Fordetails and directions,
please call Robert at 400-1376.

#2 Men’s Social Network Opentomen
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Shuffle over for Floating
Pinochle every Saturday of the month
except for first Saturday MSN Monthly
Pot Luck. Contact Steve at 664-2076.

Sunday, June 17
Tucson Prime Timers Brunch — Noon,
Colors, 5305 E. Speedway

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
6:30p.m. Dinner Out atone of Tucson’s
Ultra-Fabulous Buffets. For reserva-
tions and directions, contact Thom
623-2941, e-mail
thomsepals@hotmail.com , or Ken at
294-6606. Please contact Thom or Ken
by Sunday at Noon to facilitate
reservations. Price is usually under
$10. Check the Yahoo MSN on-line
calendar for the scheduled place. The
venue is rotated to include all parts of
town, and may occasionally be held at
a full-service menu restaurant.

Sign up for the monthly Men’s
Massage Group in it's 18" year at3:45
p.m. Spend 2 hours on the 3™ Sunday
of each month in nude bliss with other
men. Call Marc at 881-4582 to sign up
and for information.

Monday, June 18

Tucson Prime Timers Lunch — 12:30
P.M., The Wildcat House, 1800 N.
Stone Ave.

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. MSN Pizza Night! Did you
phone in your reservation on time?
Then join Lloyd for a great MSN Pizza
Night!

#1Men’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
6:30p.m. Meet Stephen and the group

monthly for dinner and discussion of an
agreed upon work of gay fiction.
Currently, the group meets the 3rd
Monday each month at Old Pueblo
Grill. Contact Stephen at 546-4047 to
add yourself to their e-mail list.

#2Men’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Join Karol for Hearts by
phoning to reserve your place at this
limited seating event. Call 744-9017.

Tuesday, June 19
Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Join Peter for Canasta.
Phone 881-8276.

Wednesday, June 20

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00pm Hand & Foot with Jack 887-
3736

Thursday, June 21

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m.  Triangle Tribe-A Men’s
Circle. According to a recent study,
very few people have as many close
friends as they would like. Are you as
connected with other men as you want
tobe? Do you getthe support you need
forissues in your life? Do you wish you
had more meaningful friendships and
relationships with other men? Join
like- minded men at Wingspan to share
feelings, thoughts and ideas in a safe,
respectful space. For the same
experience with both straight and gay
men, join us at the regular Circle of
Men meetings. Call Tom at 591-2828
for dates and times.

Friday, June 22

Antigone Books, 411 N. 4" Avenue,
7:00p.m. for ana event celebrating the
collection, “What Wilderness Is This;
Women Write About The Southwest.”
The volume includes nearly 100
poems and essays by more than 90
women. For more information call 792-
3715.

Tucson Prime Timers Cocktails - 5:30
PM, Colors, 5305 E. Speedway

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed: 7:00
p-m. Merlin and Lee host a word for
word fun evening of Scrabble. If you
don’t know how to play, they will be
glad to teach you. For reservations and
directions, please contact Merlin and
Lee at 207-5336. If you're loquacious,
erudite, or a wordsmith; this man’s
game just may be a triple word score
for you!

Man to Man Club 6:30 - 9:00 p.m. join
us for a wonderful potluck dinner party
to see what the club is all about. This
very popular group of quality men is
going to close the membership soon.
I's a great way to meet healthy
attractive men in a balanced environ-
ment, with increased awareness and
presence. Call Marc at 881-4582
between 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. Space is
limited. Only 10 men per event. Thisis
a structured experience of what
intimacy is all about.

Saturday, June 23

Gay West returns after a four year
hiatus in true Pride tradition. Imagine
having the ability to descend upon the
park by the thousands, convert it with
rainbow decor, be entertained by
cowboys, showgirls, singers and drag
queens and dance with your partner.
And all the funds raised benefit
Wingspan. Tickets are $15 prior to the
eventand $18 atthe door. To purchase
tickets prior check the Old Tucson
website for information on where to
purchase presale tickets

Ghead of 8%{[3

A Hair and Nail Salon

Owner

d%;’ia Simone

426 East 9th Street
Tucson, Arizona

624-8400
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SUNDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; $2 Pitchers til 10pm
and Rotating Shot Specials all night; Latin Music with live
DJ at 9:30pm. Get ready!!! L Word Season 4 begins Jan.
7t at 8pm!

COLORS - Open 11am - 11pm Champagne
Brunch 11am - 2pm with choice of complimentary mimosa,
Bloody Mary or Screwdriver. Dickie Steed on piano during
brunch. Brunch served until 2pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm
$3.50 Skyy Cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and well.
Reduced price appetizers. Dinner served until10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON -Open at 10am.
$2.50 Smirnoff Vodkas all day. Free Texas Hold-Em
Poker Tournaments at 4:00, and 7:00 pm. Play for points
and prizes - no cash involved.

IBT’s -Troy’s Recovery Bar noon-4pm. 4-7:30
Karaoke on the patio. Benefit B-B-Q for the Pride Parade
5:30-7:30 and dance with DJ Mike Lopez 9pm to close.

VENTURE-N - Open 10am. Patio open 3pm.
$2.00 Bloody Marys or Screws til 3pm Patio Beer Bust 3-
7.Burger BBQ 5-7. Selection of burger meats to choose
from. $3 proceeds go to Pet Watch (helping HIV/AIDS
clients with their veterinary bills).

WOODY’S - Open 11am.Happy Hour 11am-8pm
(excl spec events); Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm; Back
Pocket Patio Bar 2pm til 2am. Beer Bust 2-7pm; Bar-B-
Que 5-9pm; Karaoke with Michael D. 9p.m.; DJ Jeff in the
Back Pocket 9pm; Drag Bingo every other Sunday 8-9pm

MONDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-10pm; Drink what you want
with ¥z priced Happy Hour. Poke-Her Monday! Free card
lessons 5pm. Free Texas Hold-‘em Tourney at 6pm;
Prizes for 1%, 2", 3 Places. Happy Hour pricing & Free
Food

COLORS - Closed on Mondays.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour all day & night with $2.50 well, domestic longnecks
& pints. Kitchen closed. $3 taco & tostada bar 4-8 pm.
GLBT Movie Nite with shows at 6 & 8 pm,. Free pool all
day.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, DJ
Craig Carter 10pm-2am $1.50 well vodka drinks, All drink
specials not available during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 6pm. Free pool
til 4pm. $2.75 Skyy Martinis 4-8pm..

WOODY’S - Open Noon til 2am. Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events) Karaoke with Michael D.
9pm

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am. 50¢ off any Top
Shelf Rum until 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar opens
7pm

TUESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-10pm; Drink What You
Want with %2 priced Happy Hour. Monthly Wine Tasting
on 2" Tuesday of every month at 5:30pm. Please RSVP
by the first Monday of the Month. Wine bottles will be for
sale after the tasting at a special discounted price.

COLORS - Open 4-11pm. Happy Hour 4-7 $3.50
Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and well and reduced
price appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
Kitchen open 4-9pm. Free Texas Hold-Em Poker for
women only at 6:30 p.m. Play for points and prizes - no
cash involved. Tequila Nite with $2.50 well tequila &
margaritas, 75¢ off call tequilas.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
Tropical Tuesdays $2.50 Tropical drinks and DJ Craig
Carter playing Retro Music 70’s, 80’s and 90’s 9pm-close.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 7pm. Free Pool
til 4pm. Spaghetti Nite (2" Tuesday every month $2.00).

WOODY’S - Open Noon til 2am. Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events) 80s Nite with Alex 8-close

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Tequila until 8pm Dart Tourney at 9am. Beer Bust
4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens 7pm.

WEDNESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; Drink what You Want
with %2 priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; 18 to Party, 21 to Drink!
18 & Over Night w/DJ Shorty at 9:30pm! Rotating Shot
Specials all night.

COLORS - Open 4-11pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm,
$3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and well and
reduced price appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints,
Kitchen open 4 - 9 pm. Free Pool all day and night. Free
Texas Hold-’Em Poker Tournament at 6:30 pm for
Women Only and open tournaments at 7 and 10. Play for
points & prizes - no cash involved. Great way to learn the
game or sharpen your skills.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
“Diva-Licious” show 9pm w/ Bunny Fu Fu& Friends. After
show dance with DJ Q til 2am,

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 7pm. Free Pool
til 4pm. $2.75 Cuervo Margaritas 4-8pm

WOODY’S - Open Noon til 2am; Happy Hour
Noon-8pm )excl Spec Events); Chili Dog Buffet 5-9pm;
Underwear/Fetish/Leather Party with Alex and Blake 9-
close - $1 off all drinks for those who participate (50¢ off
draught/schnapps) Back Pocket Patio Bar open 9pm-
close.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Vodka until 8pm Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens
7pm. Dart Tourney 8pm.

JUNE 13, 2007

THURSDAY

THE BIZ - Open3pm-2am; Drink What You
Want with % priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; ‘Thirsty
Thursday’ with Tori Steele & Friends! Drag show starts at
9:30pm with Tori Steele, Janee Starr, Diana Flair and
weekly special guests. $2 Pitchers and Rotating Shot
Specials. Followed by a new Surprise guest DJ!

COLORS - Opendpm-11pm. Happy Hour 4-
7pm,$3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and Well
and reduced price appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm.
. HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
Kitchen open 4 - 9 pm. Karaoke with Rosemary at
8:30pm. $2.50 Mexican Beers all night, $1.00 Jello
shots.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
Boyz Nite Out with your Bartenders & GoGo Boys
dancing in their undies and DJ Mike Lopez spinning Top
40 & All request $1.75 Long Islands and $1.50 Tequila
shots 10pm-2am.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio open 7pm.
Free Pool til 4pm. Pool Tourney 7pm. $3 entry. Special
prices for players. Steak Nite (3rd Thursday during
summer). Bring your own or get it here $6.00.

WOODY’S - Open Noon-2am; Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl Spec Events); Free Pool all day. Nacho
Chip Buffet 5-9pm; $1 PBRs Longnecks and $2 Tecate
Longnecks; Back Pocket Bar open 8-close.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Bourbon til 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar opens
7pm.

FRIDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; Drink What You Want
with %2 priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; Rotating weeks Latin or
Hip Hop Music with DJ Shorty at 9:30pm. Rotating Shot
Specials all night!

COLORS - Open 4pm-1am. Happy Hour 4-7pm,
$3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and Well and
reduced prize appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm.
“Hot Jazz, Cool Martinis” with Susan Artemis and Craig
Faltin 6:30-9:30pm. “Guys & Dolls’comedy drag show
hosted by Lucinda Holliday at 10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
Kitchen open 4 - 9 pm. $4.50 Fried Chicken dinner with
fries and slaw.  Free Two-Step lessons with Amanda
every other Friday. Call 293-7339 for schedule. DJ Pat
plays the best of contemporary and classic country 8:30
to close. Kitchen open 9 pm - midnight serving late night
munchies menu.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, 9pm
Hot Dance with DJ Mike Lopez outside on the patio and
DJ Raynman spinning club music inside.9pm-2am.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio open 7pm. Free
Pool til 4pm.

WOODY’S - Open Noon-2am; Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events); Martini Happy Hour 5-
8pm-$1 off all call Martinis; Back Pocket Patio Bar open
8-close. DJ Jeff in the Back Pocket 9-close; Watch for
special events.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Gin until 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens
7pm

SATURDAY

THE BIZ - $1 Draught Beers until 10pm & $4
Finlandia Vodka Red Bull drinks until 11pm; Dance Party
with DJ Shorty at 9:30 mixing it up and playing what you
want to hear!

COLORS - Open 4pm-11pm, Lunch served until
4pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm, $3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75
Domestics and Well, reduced price appetizers. Dinner
served until10pm. Nightly dinner specials.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open 11:00am. Happy
Hour 11am-8pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
Kitchen open 11am-9pm. $2.50 Capt. Morgan or Mailbu.
Cheeseburger & Fries Special for $4.50 all day. Best
burgers around. Learn to plau Texas Hold-Em Poker
Lessons at noon with a friendly game to follow - no money
involved. DJ playing dance mix or check our ad for
special events. Kitchen open 9pm to midnight serving
late night munchies menu.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, 5-
8pm karaoke and Teryaki Kabobs on the patio. 8:30pm
Show time w/ Ajia Simone or Janee Star. DJ Q spinning
Club Music inside and Mike Lopez spinning on the patio
10pm to close..

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio Bar open 3pm.
Patio Beer Bust 3-7pm.

WOODY’S - Open 10am-2am; Happy Hour
10am-8pm (excl spec events); Steak/Fish Dinner in the
Back Pocket 5-9pm. Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5-close.
Live Jazz with Arthur Migliazza in the Back Pocket 6-9pm;
DJ Jeff in the Back Pocket 9-close. Watch for special
events.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am. Beer Bust 4-8pm.
$1.25 glass, $2.25 pitcher. Patio Bar Opens 7pm.
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13
YARD DOG - Texas Hold-Em 6:30 p.m. Dart
Tourney at 8:00 p.m.

THURSDAY, JUNE 14
VENTURE-N - It's Gay Pride Nite here. Come
celebrate with the gang. It starts at 9:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, JUNE 15

HOWL AT THE MOON - Liine Dance lessons with
Libby at 7:30 p.m. It's also Cowboy Hat Night -
wear your cowboy hat and get 50¢ off your drinks all
night.

VENTURE-N - Watch Bob Barker’s last “Price Is
Right” Show at 10:00 a.m. You could be a winner!

WOODY'’S - June Birthday Party. Show your ID,
and get $1.00 off drinks all night.

YARD DOG - Beth’s Farewell Party at 5:30 p.m.

SURLY WENCH, 424 N. 4™ Ave. - Boys-R-Us,
Tucson’s premiere gender performance troupe
performs tonight. Doors open at 9:00 p.m. Show
starts at 10:00 p.m. Tickets $6 in advance/$7 day
of.

SATURDAY, JUNE 16
THE BIZ - Luau Party with DJ Hill.

HOWL AT THE MOON - June Birthday Party - born
in June? Show your ID and get $1.00 off your
drinks all night. DJ playing dance mix feturing 80s
& disco.

YARD DOG - Sonny and Band - now known as
Tucson Sons - playing on the air cooled patio
starting at 9:00 p.m. Don’t miss it. A new sound.

SUNDAY, JUNE 17
WOODY'’S - Drag Bingo

FRIDAY, JUNE 22
HOWL AT THE MOON - Two Step Lessons with
Amanda 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JUNE 23

HOWL AT THE MOON - Mark your calendars for
Gay West at Old Tucson. Open from 6:00 p.m. until
Midnight. Tickets available here, $16.25 (includes
tax). Get them early or pay more at the door.
Afterwards, dance off the dust here with DJ Johnny
D.s

FRIDAY, JUNE 29
HOWL AT THE MOON - Line dance lessons with
Libby at 7:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 4

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3:00 p.m. All-
American Burger & Fries $4.50 all day. Early Texas
Hold-Em Poker co-ed game at 4:00 p.m. with
regular ladies game at 6:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, JULY 6
HOWL AT THE MOON - Two Step Lessons with
Amanda at 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 7

HOWL T THE MOON - Join Amanda Nicole and
special guests for a fabulous evening. 9:00 p.m.
No Cover

FRIDAY, JULY 13
HOWL AT THE MOON - Line Dance Lessons with
Libby at 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 14

HOWL AT THE MOON - July Birthday Party - $1.00
off your drinks all night if your birthday is in July. DJ
playing dance mix featuring old school.

FRIDAY, JULY 20
HOWL AT THE MOON - Two Step lessons with
Amanda at 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 21
HOWL AT THE MOON - Benefit show for the Water
of Life Metropolitan Community Church (MCC),

FRIDAY, JULY 27
HOWL AT THE MOON - Line Dance lessons with
Libby at 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 28
HOWL AT THE MOON - Too Much Information is
back for a rockin’ evening. 9:00 p.m. $5.00 Cover.




WEEKLY OBSERVER

TUCSON KNIGHT OWLS (T.K.O) Openly
invites nhew members to our monthly
meetings which occur on the first Saturday
of every month at 12:00 pm., followed by a
beer bust from 2pm to 6pm., at our home
bar the Yard Dog saloon. T.K.O.’s annual
spring/summer fling is now called owils fling.
This year we will be going to Holly Lake July
27th - 30th. The run fee is $60 for members
and $70 for non-members. Applications will
be avaible at our next beer bust. You can
also pick one up from any T.K.O. member.

HALLELUJAH RECOVERY DRUG &
ALCOHOL 12-STEP. Every Thursday
5:30-6:30pm at Cornerstone Fellowship,
2902 N. Geronimo. 622-4626.

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE
CLINIC provided daily by the Pima County
Health Department. Gay friendly. Confi-
dential. Treatment and Medication too!
Any questions? Call 624-8272

SOUTHERN ARIZONA AIDS FOUNDA-
TION (SAAF), 375 S. EUCLID. Office
Hours 8am to 5pm, Monday through
Friday. Direct services and emotional
support for persons with and affected by
HIV. Anonymous HIV testing and support
groups available. Prevention education
programs. 628-SAAF (7223). World wide
web: http://www.saaf.org. VOLUNTEERS
WELCOME.

P.F.L.A.G. - Parents and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays - is a support group
available to anyone who has a son,
daughter or friend who is Gay. Call 360-
3795 or write P.O. Box 36264, Tucson, AZ
85740-6264. All replies confidential.

GLBT-friendly AL-ANON group meets
Saturdays at 11am at Unitarian Universal-
ist Church, 4831 E. 22" Street, Tucson.

YOUNG AND GAY?

GLBT Youth 23 and under, meet every
Saturday in Tucson for sharing, support
and information. Meetings are held at 425
E. 7th Street from 3 t0 4:30 pm. You are not
alone. For more info call Wingspan, 624-
1779.

The TUCSON Chapter of PRIME TIMERS
WORLDWIDE invites Gay or Bisexual men
and their admirers to join and share Prime
Timers fellowship. We welcome mature
men (and admirers) who wish to become
involved with planned and future Prime
Timers (TPT) activities. Meetings lun-
cheons and dinners are held monthly.
For dates, times and information call 298-
6727, leave name and phone number.
Tucsonpt@primetimersww,org

TUCSON GAY INFORMATION AND RE-
FERRAL

For Information on human service organi-
zations, health and mental health ser-
vices, financial and government assis-
tance, emergency services such as food
and shelter, education, etc. Call Informa-
tion and Referral 881-1794 - 8 am - 5 pm
M-F.

AIDS HOTLINE - 326-AlIDS. Hours M-F,
9:00 am to 10:00 pm. Information,
counseling, HIV-related services, Tucson.

GAY OR BI-SEXUAL MEN in relationships
with women. Need friends you can talk to?
Weekly support group meets Wednesdays
6:30 - 8:00 pm. Licensed psychologist
facilitator. Call 745-6977 in Tucson for
more information. Strictly confidential.

WINGSPAN - Tucson’s Gay, Lesbian &
Bisexual Community Center, 425 E. 7th
St., offers support groups / info line / social
events / library / meeting space. Volunteer
Opportunities. Board meetings every 2nd
Thursday (open to all), 6:00 p.m. Informa-
tion 624-1779.

GREATER PHOENIX GAY & LESBIAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (GPGLCC)
P.0. BOX 2097, Phoenix, AZ 85001-2097.
E-mail: webmaster@gpglcc.org or call
(602)225-8444.

SOURCES UNLIMITED, a Lesbian & Gay
referral service. Business and individual
listings are free of charge. All information
available to anyone just simply by asking.
322-5655. Leave message.
TucsonSources@aol.com

GET NAKED with TNTucson MEN! We're
a social and recreational club. Have you
ever longed to camp, swim, hike or play
with others who enjoy the same, dropping
all the masks and pretensions? We;re for
you! TNTucsonMEN@nethere.com, P.O.
Box 12176, Tucson 85792 or call 514-
9894
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IINNER WISDOM - Try hypnotherapy for
pain relief, past life exploration and
addiction release. Also available: Spiritual
Counseling and Dream Interpretation.
579-9020

BEARS OF THE OLD PUEBLO - a social
club for bears and bigger, more robust
men (and of course, those who prefer their
company). For more info, Call the Bears
Hotline (520)790-5775 or write P.O. Box
43910, Tucson, AZ 85733-3910 of visit our
website at www.botop.com All are wel-
come to our general meetings/potlucks on
the 2nd Friday of every month, at 3202 E.
1st St. (the “Ward 6" Office Bldg.) Just
south of Speedway & East of Country
Club. PotLuck Dinner begins at 6:30 and
the monthly meeting follows at 7:15 p.m.

LESBIAN AND GAY AL-ANON - Affected
by someone’s drinking? Meeting every
Tuesday 8:45 to 9:45 p.m. at Lambda
Center, 2940 E. Thomas, Phoenix. Ellie
581-8850 or Ronn 968-2384.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE GROUP - Out-
reach to Gay and Lesbian people in
Arizona. Meets monthly. Write to P.O. Box
893, Phoenix, AZ 85001 or call Eddy
Walters, (602)371-1102

CRONIES SOCIAL GROUP. A Social
group for Gay men who enjoy the
fellowship of their peers. Call Leo at 624-
6768.

T-SQUARES Lesbian and Gay Square
Dance Club, dances Tuesdays. from 6:30-
9 p.m. at Cornerstone Fellowship Social
Hall, 2902 N. Geronimo (Northwest of 1st
Ave. and Glenn). No experience, no
partner required! For more info contact
David at 325-6739, or visit
www.azgaydance.org

LIGHTNING LIGHTING will provide light-
ing for AIDS and related benefits at no
charge. For more info call Adrienne at 889-
7298.

COME EXPLORE YOUR SPIRITUALITY!
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church
offers a variety of Gay and Lesbian groups
and services for the spiritually minded.
Come meet the Family!l For more
information call Debbie 579-9827 or David
323-7943.

LESBIAN/GAY WRITERS: Workshop at
7:00 p.m. third Wednesday of every
month. Read and critique current projects.
Network and support. For info call 325-
4737.

DESERT VOICES, Tucson’'s Gay, Les-
bian, Bisexual, Transgender and Straight
Chorus, has been singing songs of pride,
hope and laughter for 16 seasons. Check
out our website at www.desertvoices.org,
or call (520)791-9662 for information
about upcoming concerts or how to join.

Join the LESBIAN & GAY PUBLIC
AWARENESS PROJECT. In Tucson write
Awareness Project, 3661 N. Campbell
Ave. #365, Tucson, AZ 85719.

AA Meeting with HIV/AIDS focus, Wednes-
days, 7:30 p.m., Wingspan Annex, 425 E.
7" Street. All alcoholics welcome.

MEN’S SOCIAL NETWORK: Social orga-
nization for men of all ages. Building an
extended Gay family in Tucson. Monthly
social potluck gatherings the first Saturday
of each month and almost weekly social
activities. Call 690-9565 for information
and a newsletter. Check the Non-Bar
Calendar in the Observer.

CARE TEAMS ARE AVAILABLE to offer
support to people living with HIV/AIDS.
The Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network
offers trained, compassionate and com-
mitted volunteers to provide services
including friendly visits, light housekeep-
ing, assistance with meals, shopping,
errands, transportation and companion-
ship for medical appointments, and respite
care for primary care givers. No judgement
or proselytizing - we are here to be of
service. For information call Scott at 299-
6647.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SPORTS
TEAMS and updates on Gay Games,
contact TEAM ARIZONA at their website:
teamarizona.org

ARE YOU GAY OR BISEXUAL AND
UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE? The Gay
Young Men’s Project is now looking for
volunteers for the project. We need people
who want to help create a positive social
change for young Gay men as well as
reduce the risk for HIV infection. For more
information please call 628-7223.

THE MEN’'S MASSAGE GROUP meets
the 3rd Sunday of each month. It is a good
way to meet other men of all ages, safely,
and with the art of nurturing touch. There is
a fee. You must sign up in advance to
participate. Call Marc at 881-4582 for more
information or sign up.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE GLBT,
Tucson’s Gay and Lesbian business
networking group holds regular meetings
the third Thursday of every month. Call
615-6436 for more info.
www.tucsonglbtchamber.org

TUCSON PRIDE, INC. (Formerly Tucson
Lesbian and Gay Alliance - TLGA) meets
on the second Wednesday at 845 S.
Craycroft Road at 6pm. Tucson Pride
events: Pride Week, Gay West and

Pride Weekend. Inquiries about support
groups and individual needs should be
directed to Wingspan and other local
agencies listed here. For more information
call 622-3200 or visit the TPl website at
www.tucsonpride.com

LEARN TO BE A LISTENING FRIEND
Unique Hospital Volunteer Program
teaches listening skills to Volunteers who
provide a safe/compassionate environ-
ment to at-risk patients. Training every 6
weeks. 694-7063.

TUCSON INTERFAITH HIV/AIDS NET-
WORK (TIHAN), a coalition of faith
communities committed to a compassion-
ate response to HIV/AIDS, provides HIV
education in congregational settings,
volunteer CareTeams to support HIV+
persons, a referral network of HIV-
sensitive clergy, and interfaith services of
healing and hope. For more information
call 299-6647.

ANONYMOUS HIV COUNSELING AND
TESTING is available through the Pima
County Health Department at sites through-
out Tucson, Very Gay Friendly. For more
information or to make an appointment call
791-7676.

SMART (Self Management And Recovery
Training) a free non-12-step self-help
alternative for people working to overcome
addictive and other emotional problems
meets in Tucson Monday thru Thursdays
at different locations. For more information
about SMART, contact Jennifer at 838-
3975.

OUTLOUD! Tucson’s premiere Local
Lesbian and Gay Radio Show, broadcast
every Sunday from 7-8 pm on 91.3 FM,
Community Radio KXCI.

THEATER / DINNER / MOVIES / ETC!
Nonsmoking Lesbian Network meets
every month. If you'd like to meet women
50+ (flexible) and socialize in a smoke-free
environment, please call or email: 888-
8010 ‘til 9pm, or joycesmth1@aol.com.
The group dines OUT! and attends shows,
movies, comedy events, etc. Now in our
23rd year, 7th in Tucson.

SOUTHERN ARIZONA GENDER ALLI-
ANCE (SAGA). The Southwest’s largest
transgender and gender-diversity advo-
cacy organization. Speakers and panel-
ists available. General meetings monthly
on the 1t Mondays at 7pm; Dezert Girlz
(MTF Support) meets 2" Mondays at 7pm;
Dezert Boyz (FTM Support) meets 3™
Tuesdays at 7pm. Also serving partners,
youth, intersex, service providers and
allies. Call (520)624-1779 x26 for more
info.

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR
ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES. Not a dat-
ing club. Discreet. Meetings every Monday
evening. Call for more info. APEX (Arizona
Power Exchange) 602-415-1123. 24-hr
multi-choice message including informa-
tion, calendar and location.

ARIZONA AIDS POLICY ALLIANCE
(AZAPA) seeks to educate legislators and
citizens about sound AIDS policy. For
more information write AZAPA, 6523 N.
14th St., #112, Phoenix, AZ 85014 or call
602-279-4805.

DESERT DOMINION, whose focus is
providing information and education for
people interested in the BDSM lifestyle,
meets monthly for group discussion and
social events. Visit our web site http://
www.desertdominion.org or call (520)792-
6424

SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS. Start-
ing this February, the Tucson Rape crisis
Center will be providing free confidential
group services for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender survivors of all manner
of sexual assault. Interested persons
please call Mirto Stone, MSW, at 327-1171
(if unavailable leave message with phone
number.
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AAPSP - ARIZONA ASSOCIATION OF
PUBLIC SAFETY PROFESSIONALS: a
confidential organization committed to
providing support and networking for all
Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual public safety
professionals in Arizona. Membership
open to Law Enforcement Officers,
Firefighters, Probation, Parole and Cor-
rections Officers and civilians working
within these agencies. Website: AAPSP.org
or e-mail: AAPSP@aol.com or call Dave
(520)745-9059 (Tucson) or Kim (602)534-
6219 (Phoenix)

GLSEN - Gay, Lesbian and Straight
Education Network meets first Thursday of
every month at 4:30pm at Wingspan, 425
E.7th Street. 743-4800.

SAA (Sex Addicts Anonymous) has 5
meetings a week in Tucson. People who
wish to stop their compulsive sexual
behavior, please call (520) 745-0775 for
current information.

TUCSON GREATER SOFTBALL ASSO-
CIATION. Interested? Call Kelly Quinn,
(520)906-0669 and or Mona Garcia 256-
8728.

LUTHERANS CONCERNED - Tucson
chapter for Gay/Lesbian Lutherans meets
3rd Sunday, 6:30 p.m. each month at
Santa Cruz Lutheran Church, 6809 S.
Cardinal Ave. For information visit
www.lctucson.org write: LC, 7014 E. Golf
Links Road, PMB 212, Tucson, AZ 85730.

REVEILLE GAY MEN'S CHORUS re-
hearses Thursday evenings 7-10pm at the
Historic Y, corner of University Blvd. And
5t Ave. Join us!! Call 304-1758 for more
info.

“OUT ON THE TRAILS - EQUESTRIAN
FUN!”

Rider Club forming. Looking for women
and men to ride together on the trails of
Southern Arizona. Must have own horse,
truck and trailer. For more info write: “Out
On The Trails” P.O. Box 44045, Tucson,
AZ 85733-4045

THE MAN TO MAN Social/erotic education
club is the tantric men’s group that offers
passionate friendships, fun activities and
real Tantric sex education. Marc 881-4582

LGBT Buddhist Meditation Group. Join us
for two 20 minute silent sitting meditations,
and reading from Buddhist Spiritual text
and discussion. Bring a friend and a pillow
or cushion. Takes place every Sunday
from 10-11:30AM at Wingspan, 425 E. 7th
St. Donations accepted. Contact Maurice
Grossman for more info. 323-2293.

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP FOR VICTIM/
SURVIVORS OF Domestic Violence,
Sexual Assault, Hate Crimes, Bias Acts,
Harassment. Call Lori at Wingspan, 624-
1779, ext. 20. Services are free.

MEN’S HIKING CLUB - A peer-run
MEN’s outdoor club for hiking, biking, camp-
ing, boating etc, is now up and running in
the Tucson area. To join, go to SAGE-Tuc-
son-subscribe @yahoogroups.com. See
you on the trails.

MEN’S KINK DISCUSSION GROUP (Open
to all who identify as male and are 18 or
older) meets 2" Tuesday of the month,
7:00 p.m. at Desert Dominion, 3843 E. 37*
Street, Tucson, AZ. (Map available at
www.desertdominion,org) For those who
are kinky or just curious. No fee,
contributions are appreciated, but not
required.

The new MAN TO MAN INTENTIONAL
COMMUNITY is meeting about honoring
the spiritual side of ourselves. It is the
men’s social/erotic group that offers
passionate friendships, fun activities, and
real tantric sex education. Call Marc 881-
4582 in advance Check it out. We meet
the 1 and 39 Wednesdays, 7-9pm.
Potluck dinner. Donation.

BROTHERS OF THE COMPASSIONATE
WAY. Pagan spiritual group for gay,
bisexual, transgendered men. Box 41623,
Tucson, AZ 85717.
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