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North America’s Big 4 Celebrate Pride

New York

Toronto

NEW YORKCITY - They danced, they
gyrated, they flexed and they showed
their political clout a the Gay
communities in New York, Toronto,
Chicago and San Francisco marched
to the tune of LGBT liberation on
Sunday (June 24)

On the sidelines crowds
estimated at close to a million
watched in New York and Toronto with
between 300 and 600 thousand on the
streets in Chicago and San Francisco.

For marchers in New York
and San Francisco marriage was on
everyone’s mind.

Legislation to allow Gay and
Lesbian couples to marry has passed
the Assemblies in California and New
York, but is unlikely to be enacted in
either state this year.

In New York the Republican-
controlled Senate has vowed not to
allow the bill to come to a vote. The bill
has the support of Gov. Eliot Spitzer.

Gay activists had a message

for lawmakers who oppose same-sex
marriage on religious grounds: Not all
faiths oppose Gay rights.

The parade down Fifth Avenue
was led by Religious groups including
Christians, Jews and Buddhists.

“We stand for a progressive
religious voice,” said Rabbi Sharon
Kleinbaum of New York City’s Congre-
gation Beth Simchat Torah. “Those who
use religion to advocate an anti-Gay
agenda | believe are blaspheming
God’s name.”

In California, the sticking point
is Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger who
has said he would veto the bill if it
passes the state Senate.

The issue of Gay marriage is
also before California Supreme Court
with oral arguments expected later this
year.

Stuart Gaffney and John Lewis,
plaintiffs in the marriage equality
lawsuit and leaders of Marriage Equal-
ity USA, will appear along with four

generations of their family, as Community
Grand Marshals for this year’'s LGBT Pride
Parade in San Francisco.

Prior to the start of Sunday’s
march in San Francisco, Elizabeth
Edwards, the wife of Democratic presiden-
tial contender John Edwards, was the
keynote speaker at a Pride Breakfast for
the Alice B. Toklas LGBT Democratic Club
and announced her support for Gay
marriage.

“I don’t know why someone else’s
marriage has anything to do with me,”
Edwards said at a news conference before
the parade. "'I’'m completely comfortable
with Gay marriage.”

That position puts her at odds with
her husband. The former North Carolina
Senator says he opposes “ any form of
discrimination,” and although he supports
civil unions opposes same-sex marriage.

In Toronto, where same-sex
marriage is legal - as it is across Canada -
the city kept its marriage bureau open
throughout the weekend. Several dozen
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couples, many from the US were
wed.

With  full civil rights
achieved the city’s pride parade
was a festival followed by a street
party in the Gay village that went on
through the evening.

In Chicago one of the
biggest highlights of Gay pride was
the city’s new LGBT Community
Center.

The $20-million complex,
on the city’s North Side, near
Wrigley Field, will offer educa-
tional, recreational and social
services along with theater events
and social functions.

San Francisco

Chicago
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Wingspan Hires

Executive Director

TUCSON - Laura Olguin, President of
the Board of Wingspan, announced the
selection of Joseph Bodenmiller, LCSW,
as the next Executive Director of
Wingspan. Bodenmiller succeeds Kent
Burbank, who led the agency for the past
6 years.

Bodenmiller has more than 20
years experience managing program-
matic development, fiscal oversight,
strategic development and day-to-day
operations for nonprofit agencies with
annual budgets of up to $5 million.

Forthe past5 years Bodenmiller
has been the Program Director for
Covenant House New Orleans, which
provides shelter and services to home-
less, runaway and at-risk youth ages 16
-21. He was formerly Executive Director
of Palmetto AIDS in Columbia, South
Carolina and is skilled in developing
comprehensive fund development strat-
egies and marketing plans and imple-
menting community collaborations.

The 11-member Search Com-
mittee, chaired by Olguin, was com-
posed of Wingspan board and staff
members, volunteers and community
leaders. In making its recommendation,
the committee screened more than 60
applicants for the position and con-
ducted an extensive interview process
that provided opportunities for input from
the entire community.

“‘Joseph Bodenmiller,” says
Olguin, “will be an excellent leader for
Wingspan and the LGBT community.”
He will begin work at Wingspan August

6.
Boys R Us At Club
Congress July 6

TUCSON - What is Boys R Us?? If
Saturday Night Live were in drag... and
on Friday... Literally: a bunch of queers.
Primarily butchier dykes. A few femmes.
A couple of Transgender folks. One Gay
and one pansexual male. That's Boys R
Us!

Philosophically: feminists who
value perspectives not typically repre-
sented in mainstream media. Boundary
pushers and crossers. Thinkers and
feelers. Folks who believe in the power of
collective voice raising. Activists in the
pursuit of awareness, the radical
liberation of the body, unrestricted
access to uninhibited joy, and equal
opportunities for various bodies and

minds.

Boys R Us will be at Club
Congress, 311 East Congress, Friday,
July 6,9:00 p.m. Youmustbe 21 orolder
and have ID to show at the door.

Gay Rugby Team
Accepted Into Arizona
Rugby Union

PHOENIX - Rough-and-tumble Gay
rugby team Phoenix Storm has gained
associate member status in the
Arizona Rugby Union, the team
announced in a press release, re-
ported advocate.com. The Storm
submitted a petition at the rugby
union’s annual meeting, asking to
considered for membership by the
state’s governing rugby board. Associ-
ate member status guarantees the
team at least six union matches and
participation at all union meetings.

The Phoenix Storm was
founded in the summer of 2004 as a
team open to men of any sexual
orientation, race, age, or prior rugby
experience. The team played its first
match in March of 2005; not a single
player had played a game of rugby
prior to that day. Head coach Phill
Barber said in the press release,
“Being accepted into the ARU is a huge
step for our team as it signals that we
are ready to play rugby at a higher,
more competitive level. This is an
exciting time for Storm Rugby—joining
the local Union and going to the
Bingham Cup in Dublin, Ireland,
representing Arizona and the USA, in
only our third year is testament to the
entire team, coaching staff and sup-
porters. Go Storm!”

The team currently belongs to
the International Gay Rugby Associa-
tion and Board, which is composed of
36 teams from across the globe. The
international association hosts the
biennial tournament for the Mark
Kendall Bingham Memorial Trophy,
also called the Bingham Cup. The
trophy is named for Mark Bingham, a
San Francisco rugby player who made
headlines for his heroism on 9/11. The
Phoenix Storm placed seventh its first
time in the tournament. The team will
go to Dublin next June to participate in
the 2008 Bingham Cup. For more
information, go online to:
phoenixstorm.org.

TIHAN Update

TUCSON - The Eighth Annual Tucson
Sidewinders Baseball Game to benefit
TIHAN is coming up on Sunday, July 29,
6:00 p.m., gates opening at 5:30 p.m.

Come out and enjoy “the boys of
summer” as the 2006 Triple-A Baseball
Champion Sidewinders play the Albu-
querque Isotopes. Admission includes a
ticket to the game, hamburgers/hot dogs
and all the fixings, sodas, and support of
TIHAN (part of each ticket is a tax-
deductible donation to TIHAN). Enjoy
limited press-box seating or open air
seating at the ballpark. Tickets are $30in
advance or $35 at the door, and are now
on sale at the TIHAN office (520) 299-
6647, and credit card orders can be
taken by phone. . ..

TIHAN is specifically looking for
a United Way Day of Caring Co-Chair,
Link Specialists, CareTeam Members,
Receptionists and a Handyperson. |If
you want to volunteer and have not
already attended an orientation the next
Volunteer Orientation is scheduled for
Thursday, July 12, 5:15 - 9:15 p.m. at
First Congregational United Church of
Christ, 1350 N. Arcadia Ave.

Training will include: HIV 101
and Universal Precautions, Volunteer
Opportunities, TIHAN History, HIV/AIDS
and Your Faith Community Group
Discussion, and a Living with HIV Panel.
If you are interested in volunteering at
TIHAN or you just want to know more
about HIV/AIDS and related issues,
please join us. Your cost is only $17.00
and includes a light dinner and printed
materials. If you are unable to attend the
orientation on July 12, TIHAN will have
additional trainings scheduled for Octo-
ber 11 and November 8. Feel free to
pass this information on to your friends,
family, co-workers and congregations.
For more information or to RSVP to any
of the Volunteer Orientations, please call
TIHAN (520) 299-6647 or email
kim@tihan.org.

The Priscilla /Abba
Sing-A-Long and
Glam-A-Thon!
June 30

TUCSON - It's time to pull that gold
cape and those silver boots out of the
closet because The Loft is unleashing
its first-ever PRISCILLA / ABBA SING-
A-LONG and GLAM-A-THON!, Satur-
day, June 30, 9:00 p.m., at the Loft
Cinema, 3233 E. Speedway, a fabu-
lous night of singing, cinema and
sequins that we’re dubbing DANCING
QUEENS!

Sing along with a special
subtitled edition of the hilarious
comedy, THE ADVENTURES OF
PRISCILLA, QUEEN OF THE
DESERT, and unleash your inner diva
as the boys from down under teach the
world the importance of belting out |
Will Survive while balancing on 8-inch
stiletto heels! And in celebration of the
film’s ABBA-obsessed drag queens,
we’ll be bringing you a music video
salon featuring some of the greatest
hits from Sweden’s favorite bubblegum
rockers, ABBA! You'll be “Bjorn Again”
as you belt out such sugar-pop
smashes as WATERLOO, THE NAME
OF THE GAME, FERNANDO, MAMA
MIA, and of course, DANCING QUEEN!
Don’t be shy ... the person next to you
will be wearing their favorite Chiquitita
sweater, so you’ll be in good company!

Come dressed in your favorite
Priscilla drag or ABBA gear and
compete for glamorous prizes, to be
awarded in each category! Summer’s
hot in Tucson, butit’'s going to get even
hotter than a disco inferno when
PRISCILLA and ABBA take the stage
for a night of fab-tastic sing-a-long
action! Admission is $5 and for more
information, call (520) 795-0844
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SAN FRANCISCO - The airman’s
dress blues are faded, the footlocker
he carried through three tours in
Vietnam has gone to rust, reported the
Associated Press on 365Gay.com. Yet
the epitaph he chose to mark his grave
is still as fresh as today’s headlines:
“When | was in the military they gave
me a medal for killing two men and a
discharge for loving one.”

Leonard Matlovich’s medals,
uniform and other personal effects
make up the centerpiece of “Out
Ranks,” a new exhibit that documents
the tortured relationship between gay
troops and the U.S. military from World
War Il to the present. Matlovich, who
died in 1988, was a decorated Air
Force sergeant who came out to his
commanding officer a month before the
fall of Saigon, hoping to challenge the
government’s ban on gay service
members. In 1975, the idea of an
openly gay combat veteran was
incongruous enough to land him on the
cover of Time magazine.

The goal of the show is to
illustrate that gays have always served
their country, often with honor and
always under the threat of dishonor-
able discharge. It opened at the GLBT
Historical Society on June 14, Flag
Day, as momentum builds in Congress
for repealing the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,
Don’t Pursue” policy adopted under
President Bill Clinton. “People are
afraid of change. This is not a change,”
said Steve Clark Hall, a U.S. Naval
Academy graduate and retired nuclear
submarine captain whose story also is
told in the exhibit.

Through memorabilia, govern-
ment documents and oral histories, the
exhibit traces the evolution of public
policies on gays in the military. A panel
on World War Il, for instance, features
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Exhibit Examines History Of G/L Veterans

an article on the psychiatric evalua-
tions used to screen out suspected
homosexuals, along with the blue
dishonorable discharge papers given
to an effete-looking soldier who spent
his last days in the Army in a hospital
psych ward. More contemporary ex-
amples include a section from the
current Uniform Code of Military
Justice explaining that oral and anal
sex, even among consenting adults of
opposite genders, can be considered
grounds for a court martial. The show
also reflects the lives of individual
soldiers and sailors who, even more
than most, had to give up their personal
identities when they put on uniforms -
from a brigadier general who did not
come out until after his retirement to
lesbians who found a sense of
belonging in the Women’s Army Corps
during World War Il.

Michael Job, 62, a Vietham
veteran who later founded a peace
group for gay veterans, donated a
bulletproof Bible, hats and other items
for the exhibit. Job said he enlisted in
the Army in 1970 because he feared he
might be gay. “If | go into the military, it
means I’'m not gay because they don’t
take gays in the military and if | make it,
it definitely means I'm not gay,” Job
recalled of his reasoning.

Escaping questions about his
sexuality was not so simple, though.
Job said when local women were
brought into camp to have sex with the
soldiers, he had to make up excuses
for why he would not get in line. Even
now, Job said he feels uncomfortable
attending support groups with other
veterans being treated for post-
traumatic stress.

During a successful, 20-year
career as a Naval officer, Hall said he
saw sailors above and below him in

rank lose their jobs because of their
sexual orientations. For most of that
time, he was extra careful not to do the
same; when he was stationed in San
Diego, he drove to gay bars in Los
Angeles. “I left no tracks,” said Hall, 53.
“I had two names, two phone numbers,
two addresses - so | was basically two
different people and | made sure they
never met.” As he rose through the
chain of command, Hall said he
stopped trying so hard to hide who he
was. While working at a Naval Station
near San Francisco, he invited co-
workers to parties at his house in the
city’s heavily gay Castro District. He
assumes no one ever tried to “out” him
because he was good at his job. “A lot
of them knew | was gay, but it was like,
‘We really don’'t want to know about
that’ They don't want to ask the
question,” he said.

After Clinton was inaugurated
and announced he would work to lift the
ban on gay service members, Hall said
he became more open with his crews,
encouraging them to loosen up and
have fun and preaching the importance
of respecting people’s differences.
They got the message about their
captain, and from what Hall could tell
they didn’t care. “The thing that really
hurts morale and discipline on a ship
like a submarine is losing someone
because they are gay,” Hall said. “It
takes months to recover from some-
thing like that, to recruit and train
someone while two other guys are
having to do the work of three people.”

The exhibit was based on
interviews with more than 50 gay
veterans conducted by Steve Estes, an
associate history professor at Sonoma
State University, for the Library of
Congress Veterans History Project. He
tracked down most of his subjects
through the gay rights group American
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Veterans for Equal Rights and the
Naval Academy’s gay alumni associa-
tion. Estes, who published the inter-
views in a book called “Ask and Tell,”
said he noticed a big difference in the
attitudes of older gay veterans and
younger ones who “had gone into the
military knowing they were gay” and
were much less fearful about getting
found out. “It wasn’t an issue for them -
just the military,” he said.

Ajia Has Chairs Open
For New Hair Stylists

“I have three chairs open at my
air-conditioned salon and one private
suite. If any of you know of great fun
stylists that are not happy where they
are presently working, please have
them give me a call. Booth rental starts
as low as $25 a day, so if you are a
stylist and you already know what you
bring in a day, you do the math. Call
‘Ahead of Style’, 426 E. 9" Street
(520)624-8400 or just stop by to see
the shop. It's a wonderful old 6
bedroom house that we have made our
home. Not your old get your hair done
in the mall feel at all. Come check it
out. Thank you. Ajia Simone
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Visit our Back Pocket Patio Bar —
Tucson’s Alternative

Tuesday Nights
Havana Nights, come check out
Our Mojito and Coprioskas drink
Specials

Wednesday Nights
“Guys Gone Wild Night”

Every Sunday
Tucson’s Best All Day Party
Brunch 11:30-2:30
Patio Bar Opens at 2pm
Beer Bust 27pm
BBQ 59pm
Karaoke with Michael D 9pm

Saturday June 30th

Lamont Arthur Performs on the Patio
from 6-9pm, Enjoy a Rib Eye Dinner

Sunday July 1st
Drag Bingo
Wednesday July 4th
Free Community BBQ and Beer Bust

3710 N. Oracle Road 292.6702
WWW.myspace.com/4mywoodys
WWW.mywoodysaz.com
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Openly Gay Palm Springs Mayor
Honored At Gay West Event

TUCSON - After a four year
hiatus, and in true Pride
tradition, Gay West at the Old
Tucson Studios returned to the
list of Tucson Pride Week
activities.

A near record crowd of
1,200 attended the event that
featured a non-stop menu of
activities from opening at 6:00
p.m. until closing after mid-
night.

Stunt shows, antique
cars, mechanical Bull Riding,
Western Foot Rodeo events,
Lipstick and Lashes” female
impersonators, a celebrity auc-
tion with host Janilee Harrison
and plenty of cocktails, food
and dancing keeping the crowd
in a festive mood all evening..

At Mid-evening, Pete
Mangelsdorf, General Man-

ager of the Old Tucson Com-
pany presented the Honorable

Palm Springs Mayor Ron Oden

Ron Oden, Mayor of Palm Springs,
California with a Humanitarian Award.
Mayor Oden is openly Gay.

See more photos on page Ten
of this issue of Observer.
Photos by Bill Morrow

The Stonewall Riots

NEW YORK CITY - Among Gay
organizations, there’s everything from
the Stonewall Democratic Club to the
Stonewall Chorale; there’'s even a
bottled water called Stonewall, re-
ported David Bianco on planetout.com.
The word has taken on mythic
proportions in Lesbian and Gay culture.
Butits widespread appropriation doesn’t
dilute the importance of what happened
inthe summer of 1969 in New York City.

The event is still a hot topic of
debate in Gay circles, with much
disagreement about what actually
precipitated the violence and who took
partin it.

One legend holds that Judy
Garland’s funeral, held June 27 in
Manhattan, fanned the flames of Gay
rage.

Other versions of the story
claim that dozens of sequined drag
queens and a mysterious, unidentified
butch Lesbian were at the forefront of
the street rebellion. But a few facts
seem certain.

In the early morning hours of
June 28, 1969, the police raided the
Stonewall Inn, a dingy, Mafia-run
“private club” on Christopher Street in
Greenwich Village with a predomi-
nantly Gay clientele. The charge was
illegal sale of alcohol. It was the second
time that week the bar had been
targeted by the police, and other Gay
bars had also been raided in prior
weeks. Police officers lined up the
Stonewall’s 200 patrons to check
identification. Most were free to leave,
but the staff, as well as three drag
queens and two male-to-female trans-
sexuals, were detained.

Eyewitnesses recalled that the
scene outside the bar was at first campy
and festive. Patrons were joined by
tourists and passers-by, and everyone
cheered when a Gay person emerged
from the bar, dismissed by the police.
But when a paddy wagon arrived and
the police loaded the bar’s staff and the
three drag queens inside, the crowd on
the street grew surly. One person threw
a rock through a window, and eventu-
ally garbage cans, bottles, and even a
parking meter were used to assault the
building. Someone set a fire with lighter
fluid. By newspaper accounts, 13
people were arrested and three police

officers sustained minor injuries in the
confrontation.

Later that night and into the
morning, a crowd again gathered in
front of the ravaged bar.

Many young Gay men showed
up to protest the flurry of raids, but
they did so by handholding, kissing,
and forming a chorus line. “We are the
Stonewall girls,” they sang, kicking
their legs in front of the police. “We
wear our hair in curls. We have no
underwear. We show our pubic hair.”
Police cleared the street without
incident this time, but another street
altercation occurred a few days later.

Even more significant, though,
was what happened later in the
summer. At the end of July, Gay
activists circulated copies of a flyer
calling for a mass “homosexual
liberation meeting.” The headline of
the flyer read, “Do you think homo-
sexuals are revolting? You bet your
sweet ass we are!” The alliance that
formed from the meeting held on July
24 adopted the name Gay Liberation
Front (GLF); among its demands were
not only an end to police harassment,
but job protection for Gay employees,
the repeal of sodomy laws, and local
and national anti-discrimination laws.

Soon, numerous other orga-
nizations and a host of Gay liberation
publications emerged, first in New
York and then across the country.
Estimates suggest that, at the time of
the riots, there were a few dozen Gay
organizations in the United States.
Within a few years, the number had
risen to more than 400.
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Favorite Books Of The New
Queerlenium

TUCSON - It's an exciting time for GLBT-
themed publishing. More and more
books reflecting the strength, experience
and vision of GLBT people appear on the
shelves of book stores and libraries. We
on the Pima County Public Library’s
GLBT Services Committee are proud to
offer our favorite recent books that are by
and about GLBT people. We hope this
offering inspires you to read one or more
of these marvelous books.

Affinity by Sarah Walters. (Pen-
guin Putnam, 2000). A novel of
suspense, mysticism and dark romance
set in Victorian England, Sarah Walters’
Affinity tells the story of Margaret Prior,
who has begun visiting the women’s
ward of Millbank prison, London’s
grimmest jail, as part of her rehabilitative
charity work after a suicide attempt.
During her weekly visits to the prison,
Margaret visits Millbank’s murderers,
thieves, and ladies of the night, and finds
herself increasingly fascinated by one
apparently innocent inmate, the mysteri-
ous spiritualist Selina Dawes. Peering
into Selina’s cell, Margaret is confronted
by the most erotic of visions - a woman
turned toward the sun, caressing her
cheek with a forbidden violet: “As |
watched, she put the flower to her lips,
and breathed upon it, and the purple of
the petals gave a quiver and seemed to
glow...”

From this point forward,
Margaret’s visits take on a new meaning
and obsession. Initially skeptical of
Selina’s gifts, Margaret is soon drawn
into a twilight world of séances and
shadows, unruly spirits and unseemly
passions, until she is at last persuaded to
concoct a desperate plot to secure
Selina’s freedom. The story switches
back and forth between Selina’s former
life and the present time with Margaret. It
is a wrenching love story with a very
surprising ending. (Gina Macaluso)

Arroyo by Summer Wood
(Chronicle, 2001). A burned out blues
singer hitchhikes through a town and
leaves behind a pearl- handled jack-
knife. Was it done knowingly? Five
years later Willie Lee is back and settles
down to make roots in that very same
town. Or at least she thinks it might be,
but she’s not sure. It is a dusty mining
town in New Mexico with three families
that we will get to know well.

Willie Lee meets Chavela, who
defines a dry arroyo: “Like a creek with
no water. It's a beautiful place, really.
Broad and open to the sky.” You have to
love the desert to think that an arroyo is
beautiful. Willie Lee fits in, and even gets
ready to sing again, when the dam
breaks and the tailings pond flows out,
threatening to flood the creek and the
fields; if that happens, nothing will grow
there again. Willie Lee, who loves
Chavela, is again not sure this place is
for her.

There is a gentleness and a
sweetness to Woods’ writing that grabs
you and holds on to you even when she
has somehow managed to wander away
from the story. The book is written like a
blues song, with a slow, hot sensual
pace like the southwestern sun. It hurts
to have to say anything bad about this
debut novel, because the characters are
so nicely drawn that you want to keep
reading. But just as we get to know Willie
Lee and understand her sense of humor,
we lose her for three chapters, and this
hurts the book’s flow somewhat. When
she shows up again, the story, still in that
blues rhythm, is not really about her
anymore, but about the mining town and
some of the tragic people who live there.
Woods’ writing sings out with exquisite
insight. There is great beauty in her style
- it feels as though | am looking at an
exquisite gown, a work of art, but
unfinished, with seams open. | hope she
will keep writing. (Joanna Peled)

At Swim Two Boys, by Jamie
O'Neill (Scribner, 2002). In British-
occupied Ireland circa 1916, indepen-
dence is in the air; childhood best friends
realize that they are more than that; and
a jaded older man returns to the ideals of
his youth. All this and more, with plenty of
class, religious and national politics at
play, is covered in this epic historical
novel. O'Neill provides strong descrip-
tions of life on Dublin’s noisy, and shabby
streets - with its shops and pubs and
lively social scenes, evoking a vibrant
community loaded with the tension of a
possible uprising against the British
occupation. Allthe while, two young men
from different backgrounds, but with a
strong connection, are falling in love,
though one of them is unaware and then
in denial of such feelings. This big,
masterful work is well worth the reader’s
time. (Richard DiRusso).

The GLBT Services Committee
was established in 1997 to better serve
southern Arizona’s GLBT library users. It
seeks to fulfill this mission by creating
exciting programs such as GLBT author
visits, and through participation at
various outreach events such as
OUToberFEST and Tucson’s annual
Pride Parade. On a daily basis we
review, order and make GLBT materials
available for all PCPL users, regardless
of age, location or sexual orientation.
The Pima County Public Library’s GLBT
Services Committee is dedicated to
upholding the library’s Mission State-
ment as well as the Library Users Bill of
Rights for all of our customers. PCPL is
one of the few public libraries in the
country to have an established GLBT
Services Committee.

For more information, visit your
local Pima County library or go online to:
tppl.org/community/glbt/index.cfm.
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Study: ‘G/L-Friendly Cities
Enjoy More Economic Prosperity

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Richard Florida,
a professor from George Mason
University and author of the book The
Rise of the Creative Class argued that
the more “Gay-friendly” a city is, the
more economically prosperous it will
be, rawstory.com reported.

In his March 2007 paper
“There Goes the Neighborhood,”
Florida uses something he calls the
“Bohemian-Gay Index” to demonstrate
that “artistic, bohemian, and Gay
populations” have a “substantial ef-
fects on housing values across all
permutations of the model and across
all region sizes.” He also found that
more open and “Gay-friendly” areas
generally support higher income lev-
els.

On CNN’s In the Money,
Florida argued that educated kids are
generally moving to the most “Gay-
friendly” cities after graduating from
college because those cities tend to
have the best job markets.

After realizing that the top 5
“Gay-friendly” cities in the US — San
Francisco, Seattle, Boston, Portland
(Oregon), and Tampa — are also
prosperous centers of technological
innovation, Florida decided to do a
more thorough study. The results, he
said, held up for other cities as well.

“Places that were open to Gay
and Lesbian people were also the kind
of places that could attract not only
smart young people, but also Indian
and Chinese immigrants who come
here and start a lot of high tech
companies,” he said. “They were
attracting people across the board,

building up a talent base, and then
innovating and starting these new
enterprises.”

Florida said he thinks it is the
open mindedness of these cities that
has allowed economically successful
communities to emerge, rather than
prior economic success attracting
open minded people.

“Places that a large Gay and
Lesbian community gravitated to, a
large group of musicians and other
open minded people gravitated to.
When these kind of geeky entrepre-
neurs became important economic
growth, those were the places that
accepted them, too,” he told CNN.
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Gay Pastor Becomes Church Hero

Reverend Bradley Schmeling

ATLANTA, Georgia (Observer Update)
- The tattered cloth scraps started
arriving at St. John’s Lutheran Church
shortly after the Rev. Bradley Schmeling
took his stand against the church
hierarchy, each with an embroidered or
drawn message of support, reported
the Associated Press on 365Gay.com.
“God is with you. Make fire in Atlanta,”
reads one of the hundreds of prayer
cloths. “All love is holy,” says another.

Schmeling’s refusal last year to
resign after telling a church bishop he
was in a Gay relationship has earned
him quite a following. More than 1,000
supporters joined an online prayer vigil
to back Schmeling while a disciplinary
committee was making its decision to
defrock him and order him to vacate his
pulpit by Aug. 15. He’s appealing the
order. Since the panel’s ruling, his
congregation’s membership has spiked
and he came in fourth in the election for
the region’s next Lutheran bishop. He
was even chosen grand marshal for the
annual Gay pride parade in Atlanta, one
of the nation’s largest Gay pride
festivals. “I'm a little embarrassed by all
the attention,” he said. “But | feel like it’s
a chance for me to witness for a church
that’'s open, accepting and loving to
everyone. So many churches have only
harsh and negative words for Gay and
Lesbian people.”

He said that when he became
pastor of St. John’s seven years ago his
Gay lifestyle was no secret to the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America. He was single then, and he
said he told Bishop Ronald Warren he’'d
come forward if his situation changed.
The change came in March 2006, when
Schmeling decided his relationship
with his boyfriend had become a
lifelong partnership. He told Warren
and the bishop promptly asked him to

resign. Warren called a disciplinary
hearing, and the 12-member commit-
tee decided that church rules left them
no choice but to defrock Schmeling
and order him out of the pulpit. The
denomination’s policy excludes Gay,
Bisexual and Transgender persons in
relationships from the ordained minis-

try.

However, the committee also
angered Warren by suggesting that
the church consider reinstating Gay
clergy forced to step down because of
their relationships. It said that, aside
from his relationship, Schmeling has
proved he is worthy of his title. The
ELCA could consider making such a
change at its churchwide assembly
starting Aug. 6 in Chicago. Church
leaders will meet this week to sort
through 119 proposals, and roughly
half are related to Gay and Lesbian
matters, said John Brooks, an ELCA
spokesman. “I know of proposals that
have come forth arguing the church
should change its policy, others
saying they don’t want a change in
policy and others saying we shouldn’t
deal with this at all,” he said. “The
church is certainly not of one mind on
this.”

Schmeling won'’t predict what
will happen. “We're still praying that
the church will do the right thing and
change the policy. If not, we haven’t
wanted to speculate,” Schmeling said.
“That’s what this process is teaching
us: How to live in the moment.”

His congregation has stood
by him during the dispute. “From the
beginning, the congregation has been
very supportive of him - and wanting
the church to be inclusive of all
people,” said Barbara Arne, a 25-year
member of the congregation who led
the committee that selected Schmeling
seven years ago. “Just based on our
own congregation, it's quite clear to
me that there’s a great need for
Schmeling’'s message,” she said.
“We’ve had a lot of members that have
been very badly hurt by the church,
and you’d like to think the church is a
place you can turn to for support, no
matter who you are.”

At a meeting of southeastern
Lutheran leaders in Atlanta, Schmeling
joined about 60 colleagues in an
election to replace the bishop, who is
retiring. “l told them | yearn for a
church that’s accepting to everyone,”
Schmeling recalls. “And | hope for a
church that could be a model for
remaining united even in the face of
deep disagreement.” After his surpris-
ing fourth-place finish in that election,
he said he’s now more confident than
he was a few months ago. ‘| pray the
change in policy will come this
summer,” he says. “But if it doesn't, |
know it will come one day.”

Hate Crime Definition Reevaluated In
Murder Case

NEW YORK CITY (Observer Update) -
In the murder trial of three men charged
in the death of Michael J. Sandy, a 29-
year-old Gay man believed to have
been targeted by his killers via a Gay
chat room, New York State supreme
court justice Jill Konviser-Levine has
questioned whether hate was a motiva-
tion, reports The New York Times on
advocate.com.

The state Hate Crimes Act of
2000 provides lengthier prison sen-
tences for murders committed “in whole
orin substantial part because of a belief
or perception regarding the race, color,
national origin, ancestry, gender, reli-
gion, religious practice, age, disability,
or sexual orientation of a person.”
“Bottom line, is animus an element of
the crime?” Konviser-Levine wondered

aloud, according to the Times.

Prosecutors and defense law-
yers have debated the motivations of
John Fox, 20; llya Shurov, 21; and
Anthony Fortunato, 21, who are
accused of leading Sandy to a parking
garage in New York City’s Sheeps-
head Bay section last October,
beating him, and then chasing him into
the street, where he was hit by a car
whose driver then fled the scene. He
died later in the hospital. Defense
lawyer Gerald J. Di Chirara asked
Konviser-Levine to dismiss allega-
tions of a hate crime because he said
“the crimes alleged are not crimes of
hate but rather crimes of opportunity.”
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Gay Marriage Digs Roots,
Gains Momentum

By Deb Price

An elderly Massachusetts
woman felt her opposition to Gay
marriage melt away after “this lovely
couple” moved in next door with their
children.

Her change of heart, re-
counted by the Boston Globe, hap-
pened because she came to see the
Gay men — among the nearly 10,000
Gay couples who've wed in her state
since 2004 — as the neighbors eager to
lend a hand.

“If they can’t be married in
Massachusetts, they’re going to leave
—and then who would help me with my
lawn?” she asked, urging her state
lawmaker to also change and protect
Gay couples’ right to marry by blocking
a referendum designed to abolish that
right. That lawmaker did change.

And so did others, leading to a
stunning victory for equality: On June
14, opponents of Gay marriage failed
to clear a very low hurdle. To put the
anti-Gay measure on the state’s 2008
ballot, they needed just 25 percent of
the legislature. They fell 5 votes short.

The proposal was crushed,
151-45, after Gov. Deval Patrick
weighed in against it. Afterward, he
declared, “In Massachusetts today, the
freedom to marry is secure.” Now, a
ban couldn’t go to voters until 2012,
after five more years of lovely married
Gay couples mowing elderly neigh-
bors’ lawns.

June 2007 is the month Gay
marriage proved it won’t always be a
“hot button.” Massachusetts demon-
strated its comfort.

Just days later, the state
Assembly in neighboring New York
embraced allowing Gays to marry, 85-
61.

That was the fourth time a
state legislative body has voted to
open marriage to Gay couples. Califor-
nia has done so three times: Nearly two
years ago, the Senate and Assembly
passed it, but Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger vetoed. The Assem-
bly passed itagain on June 5 by 42-34.

Gay leaders find success has
key ingredients: Build a statewide
coalition that includes clergy, unions
and business. Plus, get Gay couples
and their allies to describe the pain
marriage discrimination causes. Also,
a governor’s support is hugely helpful.
Patrick and New York’s Eliot Spitzer
both won landslides last November as
vocal advocates of Gay marriage.

“What politicians are realizing
is that the smart money is betting on
the future, and the fact that young
people support this and that the
American people are increasingly
open to it,” says Evan Wolfson,
executive director of Freedom to
Marry.

Support for Gay marriage is
inching toward a majority — to 46
percent in the national Gallup poll
released May 26. Support is over-
whelming — 62 percent—among voters
under 35.

Equality has friends of all
ages, of course. On June 12, the 40th
anniversary of the U.S. Supreme
Court’s Loving v. Virginia ruling that

swept away laws against interracial
marriage, Mildred Loving spoke up for
Gay marriage.

Mrs. Loving, a black woman
now in her late 60s, said the case she
and her white husband Richard won
“‘can help reinforce the love, the
commitment, the fairness, and the
family that so many people, black or
white, young or old, Gay or straight,
seek in life. | support the freedom to
marry for all. That's what Loving, and
loving, are all about.”

Freedoms are secured one
court case at a time, one legislature at
a time, one lawn at a time. That truly is
the American way.

(Deb Price is a columnist for
the Detroit News, from which this is
reprinted from their June 25 online
edition.)

Gore Vidal
Threatens To Sue
Over Gay Play

NEW YORK CITY - A British play
whose main character, a writer, has a
sexual attraction to Oklahoma City
bomber Timothy McVeigh has Gore
Vidal seeing red, reported 365Gay.com.
“Terre Haute,” by playwright Edmund
White involves the relationship be-
tween a writer named James and a
McVeigh-like killer named Harrison.

In one scene, James comes on
to Harrison during a prison visit. “If |
thought you’d never know, I'd unzip
that orange jumpsuit just a bitso | could
see your chest. Touch it,” says James.
Harrison then opens his shirt to show
off his torso. The play, which had its
debut on BBC radio recently had a
successful stage run in the UK. For the
81 year old Vidal it is too much.
“‘Edmund White will yet be feeling the
wrath of my lawyers,” Vidal told the
Observer newspaper. “It's unethical
and vicious to make it very clear that
this old faggot writer is based on me,
and that ’'m madly in love with Timothy
McVeigh, who | never met.”

But playwright White tells the
New York Post that when it was first
presented on radio “the BBC insisted |
get Mr. Vidal to sign off on it, which |
did. | still have the fax saying it was OK
by him. Maybe he forgot it, since he
went into surgery the very next day.”
White also tells the Post that he
changed the names of the characters
and that “he character of James ended
up being closer to my experience and
politics than to Mr. Vidal’s.” The Vidal
part in the radio production was played
by openly Gay actor lan McKellen.
White says that in all the reviews the
play has gotten - both on radio and on
the stage - no one has confused the
character James with Vidal. Although
Vidal has never met McVeigh, he has
acknowledged exchanging correspon-
dence with him before the bomber was
executed. The Oklahoma bombing
killed 168 people on April 19, 1995.
McVeigh was executed in 2001. Vidal
has written a number of Gay themed
books starting with “The City and the
Pillar” published in 1948 and consid-
ered a classic of Gay literature. While
he has acknowledged a number of
same-sex liaisons and lived with
another man most of his adult life he
claims there is no such thing as a Gay
person, only Gay sex acts.
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Polish LGBT Community
Reportedly Fleeing Country

LONDON - Poland’s LGBT community
is fleeing the country as government
sponsored persecution mounts an
LGBT civil rights activist said on
Wednesday (June 20), 365Gay.com
reported. Robert Biedron, head of the
Polish Foundation Against Homopho-
bia, said thousands of Gays have
packed up and left - many to Germany
and the UK. “Itis incredible. The Polish
Gay community has just moved away
because of the climate of fear and
persecution,” Biedron told The Daily
Mail. “Most of the people | know are now
in England because of the current
political situation. Not for economic
reasons, but because of the persecu-
tion of homosexuals going on here.
Biedron said that “Many Gays are
approaching our foundation for help in
emigrating to the UK.”

Earlier this month more than
five-thousand people marched through
the streets of Warsaw in the first legally
sanctioned LGBT pride parade in the
Polish capital. Many of the marchers
carried banners reading “Stop ho-
mophobia”. The march was held
following a ruling by the European
Court of Human Rights that Warsaw’s
former Mayor Lech Kaczynski - now
Poland’s President - acted illegally and
discriminatory in banning previous Gay
pride marches. When he was mayor
Kaczynski rejected parade applications
from 2004 to 2006. In 2005 dozens of
militant youths were waiting as the
marchers arrived at the Parliament
buildings and pelted the crowd with
eggs. Police struggled to try to regain
order, but were vastly outhnumbered.
Last year, the State Prosecutor’s office
issued a letter to prosecutors in the
municipalities of Legnica, Wroclaw,
Walbryzch, Opole and Jelenia Gora
ordering in sweeping terms investiga-
tions into the conduct of “homosexuals”
on unspecified allegations of “pedo-
philia.”

Biedron told the Daily News the
government has used a bomb threat
two years ago by a man allegedly upset

over the cancellation of Gay pride as
pretext for collecting the names and
addresses of Gays and Lesbians even
though such a list is a violation of
European Union law. The government
also is pushing through parliament
legislation that would make it a
criminal offence to “promote homo-
sexual propaganda” in schools. |If
passed the measure would essentially
censor all discussion of homosexual-
ity in schools and other academic
institutions. LGBT organizations would
be barred from schools and “teachers
who reveal their homosexuality will be
fired from work.” In addition the health
ministry reportedly has created a
special committee to examine ways of
“curing” homosexuality.
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The Vegas Of Same-Sex Marriage

By Ellen Goodman

Back in 2004, a month
before the first wedding bells rang
for same-sex couples, then-Gover-
nor Mitt Romney offered his opinion
that “Massachusetts should not
become the Las Vegas of same-sex
marriage.”

It wasn’t that he wanted to
protect Massachusetts’ reputation.
He wanted to protect the country
from what he regarded as Massa-
chusetts’ folly. For that purpose
Romney unearthed a 1913 law that
said couples couldn’t be married
here unless the unions would be
legal in their home states.

Frankly, | rather fancied the
idea of Massachusetts as the new
Vegas. What happens here stays
here. At about the same time,
Brithney Spears explained her 55-
hour marriage to a childhood friend
by saying, “I do believe in the
sanctity of marriage, | totally do. But
I was in Vegas, and it took over me.”

| can’t imagine an Elvis
impersonator driving a pink Cadillac
of to-be-weds up Beacon Hill, nor do
| equate the push for marriage
equality with the quickie wedding.
But | can envision a Paul Revere
character ushering couples into Old
North Church or a Minuteman
welcoming them on the Lexington
Green. Like, totally. | was in
Lexington, and it took me over.

The 1913 law has a rather
murky past. It was ostensibly
designed so that couples couldn’t
escape the marriage laws in their
home state. But the law was passed
in the aftermath of a front-page
scandal involving black heavy-
weight boxer Jack Johnson’s mar-
riage to a 19-year-old white woman.
It had the racist whiff of anti-
miscegenation.

The Massachusetts Legis-
lature finally and firmly ended the
push for a constitutional amend-
ment to ban same-sex marriage. In
three years, 10,000 couples have
married, the sky hasn’t fallen, pro-
marriage legislators were not turned
out of office, and we now live with
Gay neighbors, friends, and co-
workers who are married. Who
wants to take back the stemware?

But almost as soon as the
vote was counted, a question arose
about repealing the 1913 law. There’s
already a bill in the Legislature to do
that. Governor Deval Patrick — noting
the “smelly origins” of the law and
calling it “outdated” — has said he’'d
sign a repeal.

So opponents again are ramp-
ing up fear and loathing of Las Vegas.
Or, as Kris Mineau of the Massachu-
setts Family Institute warns, the state
could “become the Mecca for same-
sex marriage.”

Las Vegas? Mecca? So far,
little Rhode Island is the only state that
allows Gay residents to wed in
Massachusetts. We are the Las Vegas
of Rhode Island. But some are saying
that if we overturn the 1913 law, the
marrying hordes will come and go
back home with a license and a
lawsuit.

Whether you like or loathe the
idea, repealing the 1913 law isn’t likely
to have much effect. There are at least
44 states with no chance of recogni-
tion because of statutes or constitu-
tional amendments against same-sex
marriage. As Joanna Grossman, a
family law professor at Hofstra who
has written extensively on this subject,
says, “There’s nothing much one state
can do to change the national
landscape.”

Gay couples can already get
married in Canada and come home
unmarried. So, too, couples could get
married in Massachusetts but go
home and be unmarried in, say,
Michigan.

“What makes marriage legally
important is recognition by the juris-
diction in which you live,” says
Grossman. “There’s the chance that
couples would use this to litigate in a
handful of other states like New York.
There is the chance that, in a few
states, a court might rule that even
though we don’t permit same-sex
marriage, we recognize it if valid
elsewhere.” But by and large, “Massa-
chusetts would suffer a brief economic
boom and that would be the end of it.”

From the get-go, opponents
have been raising alarms — and funds
— on the notion that same-sex
marriage will be “shoved down the
throats” of Americans. What's remark-
able is that same-sex marriage hasn’t
been shoved down the throats but
placed before our eyes. In barely over
a decade, Gallup reports, the number
of Americans who believe in same-sex
marriage has risen from 27 percent to
46 percent. The radical idea of civil
unions is now the moderate idea.

Mine may be the only state
with full-fledged marriage for some
years. It may be less of a launching
pad than a laboratory. We need laws
for 2007, not 1913. But all in all, don’t
confuse us with Vegas or Mecca.
What is it the Chamber of Commerce
likes to label us? The cradle of liberty.
Like, totally.

(Ellen Goodman is a colum-
nist for the Boston Globe, from which
this is reprinted from their June 22
edition.)
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by Mark R. Kerr

‘Free Pride’

As in previous editions of this
publication, this column is not brought
to you by some corporation vying for
those purported mounds of “Pink
Dollars” for profit or attempting to get
out of their financial storm, nor will this
writing star a performer from twenty
odd years ago trying to make a living
on the “Q Circuit” as part of that new,
latest craze, Gayfomericals, and it will
not honor an out-of-town, openly Gay
elected official whose recent high-
lights include sending a welcoming
proclamation to an Ex-Gay confer-
ence that was being held in their city.

Before one states or writes,
yes events do cost money indeed but
Pride goes further than just an event
and getting “ready” to go out and be
seen at a location in their city. It is
about accomplishments and there is a
lot to be proud of, to name just a few of
the many:

Tucson has one of the longest
running, LGBT weekly publications in
existence, now marking its 31t year.

This year marks the thirtieth
anniversary of Tucson’s antidiscrimi-
nation, human relations ordinances,
protecting the rights of its LGBT
(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender) population in employ-
ment, public accommodations and
housing.

Wingspan, Tucson’s LGBT
Community Center has served Tuc-
son and Southern Arizona ever
expanding populace for more than
three decades.

For more than fifteen years,

Tucson’s City Government has given
the local AIDS Service Organizations
funding to help these groups out in the
battle against HIV/AIDS.

Twelve years ago, the Tucson
City Council was the first governmen-
tal body in the state to adopt a hate
crimes ordinance that listed sexual
orientation among the list of protected
individuals. (The ordinance was
subsequently amended to include
gender identity).

Ten years ago, both the Pima
County Board of Supervisors and
Tucson’s Mayor and Council recog-
nized same-sex relationships and
extended medical and dental benefits
to their domestic partners and fami-
lies.

For close to ten years,
Tucson’s LGBT community has had a
presence and a voice in the municipal
government, as part of the then
Mayor's LGBT Task Force, now
known as the City of Tucson Commis-
sion on LGBT Issues.

Pima County’s Public Library
System has an extensive GLBT
collection, thanks to its recognized
GLBT Services Committee and plays
host to many events throughout the
calendar year.

Openly Lesbian and Gay
individuals can run for political office
in the Tucson and Pima County area
and get elected, such as: State
Senator Paula Aboud, Tucson City
Councilmember Karin Uhlich, former
state Representative Ed Poelstra and
former Congressman Jim Kolbe.

Tucson’s LGBT community
played an instrumental part in making
Arizona the first state in the nation to
reject bigotry and vote down Proposi-
tion 107, which would have banned
governmental and legal recognition of
same-sex marriages, civil unions and
domestic partnerships, in 2006.
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So the parade may have
passed by (in Tucson’s case won’t
happen till the fall), the floats have
been deconstructed, the roads cleaned
up and those in attendance have gone
their merry way back to their usual
lives but Pride isn’t over, for Tucson
it's everyday.

National LGBT Youth Suicide
Line Seeks To Expand

LOS ANGELES - Since it was founded
in 1998 the Trevor Project has taken
over 96,000 phone calls from LGBT
and questioning youth, many of them
contemplating suicide, 365Gay.com
reported. Founded by James
Lecesne, Peggy Rajski, and Randy
Stone - the producers of the 1994
Academy Award winning short film
“Trevor” about a Gay 13-year old boy
who, when rejected by friends and
peers because of his sexuality, makes
an attempt to take his life - itis the only
nationwide, around-the-clock suicide
prevention helpline for Gay and
questioning youth.

About 47 percent of Gay and
Lesbian teenagers have seriously
considered suicide, and 36 percent
have attempted it, according to a 2006
report from the American Academy of
Pediatrics. The National Institute for
Mental Health notes that this number
may be low, because some teenagers
who commit suicide may not be out to
their families or friends. GLBT teenag-
ers may experience rejection by their
families, homelessness, maltreatment
in school, and violence. With trained
counselors. the helpline,
866.4.U.TREVOR, is a free and
confidential service. It is based at the
Trevor Project’'s Los Angeles head-
quarters with a second location at the
San Francisco Suicide Prevention
Center. Now it wants to expand to a

third location - in New York City. The
project has embarked on a multi-year
fundraising effort to raise $1,000,000
in multi-year gifts. The call centers will
be named in memory of Stone who
passed away unexpectedly earlier this
year.

The campaign kicked off in
New York by actress Jodie Foster at
the Millennium Theatre. Foster re-
called Stone as a friend with a sense of
humor and a deep commitment to Gay
youth. “He was talented, passionate,
supportive, and as big as life. He
brought all his beautiful energy to The
Trevor Project,” said Stone. “The call
center campaign’s impact will con-
tinue the Trevor mission in Randy’s
honor just as he would have wanted. |
am proud to continue my support of
Trevor in memory of my dearest
friend. He is missed.” In addition to the
helpline, the organization’s website
provides information on identifying
and assisting potentially suicidal
youth and “Dear Trevor”, a confiden-
tial resource where youth can ask
questions about sexual orientation
and identity issues. The Trevor
Project also provides resources to
educators and parents.
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California Supreme Court
Wants Answers On
Same-Sex Marriage

SACRAMENTO, California (Observer Up-
date) -The California Supreme Court has
asked both sides in a lawsuit over same-
sex marriage for more information on their
positions, 365Gay.com reported. The
justices asked lawyers for Gay and Lesbian
couples seeking the right to marry and the
state which wants to maintain the status
quo to answer three questions the court felt
were unanswered in briefs submitted
earlier this year.

First, the court asked for a detailed
description of the differences between the
legal rights accorded by domestic partner-
ships and those of marriage under
California law. California has one of the
nation’s most inclusive domestic partner
laws providing many of the rights of
marriage, but not all. The second question
asked for the lawyers’ positions on what
marriage rights, if any are enshrined in
California’s constitution. The question is
important because only a constitutional
amendment could alter those - not the

legislature nor a voter initiative.
That question led to the third,
involving Proposition 22, an initia-
tive passed by voters in 2000. “Do
the terms ‘marriage’ or ‘marry’
themselves have constitutional
significance under the California
constitution,” the court asked.

Opponents of same-sex
marriage say Prop 22 amountstoa
constitutionalamendment banning
Gay marriage but which LGBT
rights groups maintain only bars
the state from recognizing same-
sex marriages performed outside
California. The court told the two
sides to file their supplemental
briefs answering the questions by
July 18. No date has been set for
oral arguments in the case. Afinal
ruling would come within three
months of arguments - likely early
next year.

Eureka Springs, Ark. Opens
Partner Registry

EUREKA SPRINGS, Arkansas (Observer
Update) - The city has opened a registry
where both Gay and straight couples can
have themselves listed as partners, the
Associated Press (AP) reported on
advocate.com.

Arkansas voters in 2004 approved a
state constitutional amendment banning
same-sex marriage, one of several states to
do so in the backlash following the
Massachusetts decision to allow Gay
couples to marry. The amendment does not

prohibit the registry from opening
in Eureka Springs.

Opponents of the registry
attempted to block its opening by
seeking a public vote. However,
the city clerk denied two separate
petitions because the wording
didn’t meet legal requirements, AP
reported. The registry will not be
able to confer any special privi-
leges to couples but will offer a
signed certificate noting their
partnership for a $35 fee.

The Award-Winning Board Game That
Celebrates Gay Culture

NEW YORK CITY - “Homogenius”, the
trivia board game that celebrates Gay
culture and explores the contributions that
Gay personalities have made to theater,
music, movies, TV, publishing and politics
announced a special promotion in honor of
Gay Pride Month, according to Chris Trani,
Homogenius co-developer.

The object of the game, which comes
packaged in a stylish trunk-like box, is to
‘come out of the closet” by correctly
answering a series of Gay trivia questions.

“We are honored to be able to be part of Gay
Pride Month and have selected GLAAD
(Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defama-
tion) as our charity-of-choice to receive
ongoing contributions, starting in June,”
added Ms. Trani. Homogenius was named
one of the Most Innovative New Board

Game of the Year by prestigious
industry leader TD Monthly (Toy
Directory Monthly), according to
Ms. Trani.

During the month of June,
Homogenius, which retails for
$34.99, will be on sale for $24.99
which includes free shipping &
handling.

About Homogenius: When
Marianne Trani gathered her
daughters around the dining room
table to play trivia board games,
her Gay brother Charles often
pulled up a chair to join his young
nieces Allison and Christiane.

For the benefit of Uncle Chuck, as
well as wanting to entertain and
amuse him, the girls would add
Gay-oriented questions to the
game.

Over the years this became part of
the Trani family tradition and
caused the girls to research and
explore deeper into the Gay
culture in order to find acceptable
questions. Today, their explora-
tion into Gay culture has evolved
into Homogenius™, the Gay trivia
board game. For additional
information please go to
www.HomogeniusTheGame.com
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Elizabeth Edwards Supports
Same-Sex Marriage

SAN FRANCISCO - Elizabeth Edwards,
wife of Democratic presidential hopeful
John Edwards, kicked off San
Francisco’s annual Gay pride parade
Sunday (June 24) by splitting with her
husband over support for legalized
same-sex marriage, reported the
Associated Press on advocate.com. ‘I
don’t know why someone else’s
marriage has anything to do with me,”
Mrs. Edwards said at a news confer-
ence before the parade started. “I'm
completely comfortable with Gay
marriage.”

Edwards made the remark
almost offhandedly in answering a
question from reporters after she
delivered a standard campaign stump
speech during a breakfast hosted by
the Alice B. Toklas Lesbian Gay
Bisexual Transgender Democratic
Club, an influential San Francisco
political organization. California’s presi-
dential primary is Feb. 5, one of the
earliest contests in the nation. She
conceded her support puts her at odds
with her husband, a former senator
from North Carolina who she said
supports civil unions among Gay
couples — but not same-sex marriages.
“John has been pretty clear about it,
that he is very conflicted,” she said.
“He has a deeply held belief against
any form of discrimination, but that's up
against his being raised in the 1950sin
a rural southern town.”

No serious presidential candi-
date from either major political party
has publicly supported same-sex
marriage. “John believes that couples
in committed long-term relationships
should enjoy the same rights, benefits
and responsibilities regardless of
whether they are straight couples or

same-sex couples,”
Edwards said ear-
lier during her
speech. “He sup-
ports civil unions.”
When John Edwards
was asked about
same-sex marriage
during a debate ear-
lier this month, he
emphasized his sup-
port for civil unions
and partnership ben-
efits but said, °I
don’t think the fed-
eralgovernmenthas
a role in telling
either states or reli-
gious institutions, churches, what
marriages they can bless and can’t
bless.”

Elizabeth Edwards delivered
her speech before a roomful of San
Francisco’s most powerful politicians,
including Mayor Gavin Newsom, who
in 2004 legalized same-sex marriage
in San Francisco. The California
Supreme Court has since prohibited
same-sex marriages while it considers
the legality of the issue. Edwards also
said her husband believes in ending
the “don’t ask, don’t tell” government
policy regarding Gays serving in the
military. “The military is already
sexually integrated,” she said to
laughter and applause. Julius Turman,
the Toklas organization’s co-chair-
man, said all major Democratic
candidates were invited to address the
club, but only Edwards accepted. San
Francisco’s Gay pride parade is a
campy civil rights celebration, sprinkled
with drag queens, leather chaps and a
healthy dose of nudity — but very few, if
any, mainstream, national politicians.
Even San Francisco resident Sen.
Dianne Feinstein, when she served as
mayor here from 1978 to 1988, never
rode in the annual parade that started
in 1970. That's why local politicians
and activists hailed Elizabeth Edwards’
appearance Sunday as another step
for Gay civil rights. “It's very powerful
thing,” Newsom said. “The symbolism
is very important.”

San Francisco Assemblyman
Mark Leno said Edwards’ appearance
didn’t go far enough. “This is definitely
a step in the right direction in the
evolution of the civil rights fight,” Leno
said. “But it's not like she’s out there
riding with me in the parade.”

Orchestra Settles Gay
Discrimination Case

BUFFALO, New York (Observer Up-
date) - A civil rights complaint filed by
an oboist against the Buffalo Philhar-
monic Orchestra over his firing has
been settled, 365Gay.com reported. J.
Bud Roach said he was fired after
complaining about homophobia by a
fellow player. The The New York state
Division of Human Rights began an
active investigation in May.

Roach, who is Gay and was at
the time the orchestra’s former second
oboist, alleged that in February 2003
first oboist Pierre Roy remarked during
an audition for new musicians for the
orchestra that, “We wouldn’t want any
more fags in the orchestra.” His
complaint said that when he com-
plained to Music Director JoAnn
Falletta he was urged drop the matter
because “these things can get messy.”
Roach said in his filing that when
nothing was done he filed a complaint
with the Division and that following
that, in the following year he was
dismissed. The orchestra said that
Roach’s musical ability was not up to

the orchestra’s standards. The
musician’s complaint said that his
musicianship was never questioned
until after his lawyer contacted the
orchestra about his concerns over the
homophobic remark.

Neither Roach nor the orches-
tra will comment on the terms of the
settlement. The announcement of the
agreement came as Human Rights
Division was preparing to hold a
hearing on Roach’s complaint. No
longer playing professionally, Roach
now teaches music at a high school in
nearby Hamilton, Canada.
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TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES

ANDREW LOCKHART

Certified Personal Trainer
* Private Workout Studio

* No Membership Fees or
Contracts
* Affordable
*FREE Initial Consultation
and Training Session

520-909-4649

* o« .

» - _Antigone Books
= 5 bt *

Ralph E. Geror Jr. IR | progressve
Accounting and Business Consulting pe

Phone (520) 325-2526 FAX (520) 319-9640

We have books, cards, gifts,
and things to make you laugh.

411 N. 4th Ave. * 792-3715 * antigonebooks.com

Speedway Veterinary Hospital, Inc

7 Kayla R. Boyer, DVM'

Small Animal Veterinarian

(520) 321-4235
3736 E. Speedway Blvd., Tucson, AZ 85716
www.speedwayvet.com

. . FSYCHOTHERAPY FOR CHILDREN, FAMILICS & ADULTS
A. Michael Hutchins, Ph.D.
Counseling - Psychotherapy - Consulting
RICH MUSZYNSKI Ph.D.
LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST

» . * 4440 N. Campbell At River Rd.
6812 North Oracle Rd. Suite 100 PO. Box 65840 Phone: 906-7048

Tucson, Arizona 85704 520-797-2117 Tucson, AZ 85728 - Fax:  299-0712

520 615-6436 P.O. Box 13312
Tucson, AZ 85732
info@tucsonglbtchamber.org
www.tucsonglbtchamber.org
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Adios Sidewinders

JUNE 27, 2007

by Lee Thorn

Tucson’s sincere expressions
of regret over losing the Sidewinders
might be more general and vociferous
if it weren’t for the facts that the club is
minor-league and Tucson is a city of
one million souls. How big do we have
to get before we rate a major-league
sports franchise? As anyone with an
almanac can tell you, there are a lot of
towns smaller than Tucson with major-
league teams. So what'’s the deal?

I’m no sports fan. Can’t even
watch a game start to finish unless I've
gota hundred bucks onit. Don’t bet on
sports unless my brother calls me up
and talks me into it. In spite of all that |
firmly believe in the transforming
power of major-league sports because
I've witnessed it firsthand.

| grew up in Denver and |
remember Denver before they got the
Broncos in 1960 or thereabouts. The
pre-Bronco Denver was strikingly
similar to the present-day Tucson in
one crucial, defining respect:
Denverites regard Denver as a joke.
Whenever you said anything critical of
Denver or expressed any disappoint-
ment about Denver or expressed any
hope for a better future Denver, your
fellow Denverites would laugh and say,
“C’'mon. This is Denver.”

| remember a conversation |
once had with my brother-in-law about
whether Denver would ever get a
major-league franchise. He was
saying stuff like, “Denver just isn’'t a
major-league type of town. It just
doesn’t have a major-league spirit. It's
not a bad town, not a really cruddy
town, but it's just your basic dusty little
cow town.” What we have here is a
variant of the chicken-egg question.
What comes first, the major-league
spirit or the major-league team? In
Denver's case | can testify that the
team came first.

Everything changed when the
Broncos arrived. | know it doesn’t
make sense. It's hard to believe.
There’s no way | would have believed it
if | hadn’t lived through it. All these
years later Denver rightly takes itself
quite seriously and so does everyone
else. One could give any number of
examples of civic pride, but the one
that most appeals to me for its
quirkiness is this: Denver is the first big
American city to commit to a de facto
legalization of possession of up to an
ounce of marijuana. Only a town that
took itself seriously would have the
guts to do anything that bold, that
outrageous by American standards.
Think of it—no Broncos, no legal grass.

Judging from the enthusiastic
support that Tucson has traditionally
given the many successful sports
programs of the University of Arizona,
I’d bet that we're just as good a market
for major-league sports today as pre-
Bronco Denverwas. And wouldn’titbe
great if a major-league sports team did
for Tucson’s self-esteem what the
Broncos did for Denver’s?

Why should Tucson wait for a
gaggle of rich businessmen to buy a
team and then blackmail the city into
building all kinds of expensive facilities
for it? Why shouldn’t the city buy a
team itself and cut the rich business-
men out of the action? | don’t think a
city has ever bought a major-league
team, which makes the idea all the
more attractive and adventurous.

Let's remember that we’re
talking about a city with a million
people and a billion-dollar annual
budget that casually talks about

spending $350 million to build a bridge
to nowhere and the same amount to
bury a section of the interstate without
improving its traffic carrying capacity.
If we’re going to throw our money
around, why not throw it into something
that might actually make a profit?

| know that there are philo-
sophical objections to the idea of a
municipality buying a for-profit enter-
prise that could be offered by the
private sector. I'd be the last person to
want to impede or discourage the
private sector, but where are they and
how long are we supposed to wait for
them to show up? The city should go
ahead and buy a major-league team —
doesn’t matter what sport — and then,
just to satisfy all the folks who want to
protect free enterprise, it should legally
bind itself to sell the team at fair market
value, the amount to be independently
determined, to any private investor
who might eventually show up. Let’s
say that the franchise becomes so
successful that private investors are
crawling out of the woodwork. No
problem. Get them all together and
have a good old-fashioned auction.

(Thorn welcomes comments,
suggestions for future columns, and
tips on local skulduggery that ought to
be exposed. Write to Box 85571,
Tucson, AZ 85754. E-mail:
Doid3@aol.com.)

LGBT Group
Launches New Name

PHOENIX - Arizona’s statewide Les-
bian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender
advocacy organization launched a new
name atits annual awards dinner. With
more than 1,000 in attendance,
Arizona Human Rights Fund & Foun-
dation became Equality Arizona. “Our
new name, Equality Arizona, comes
with a new look and a new attitude,”
said Equality Arizona Executive Direc-
tor Barbara McCullough-Jones. “Equal-
ity Arizona connects us to our peer
statewide advocacy organizations
across the country while more clearly
defining the scope of our work in
Arizona. Equality Arizona recognizes
our progressive partners as we all
march on the same path towards
equality.”

With the new name comes a
new, distinctive logo and an updated
interactive website at
equalityarizona.org. Visitors to the
new website will find it easier to
navigate and access information,
resources and advocacy tools. The
evening’s events also included a
keynote address by Sandra Bernhard
and an awards ceremony honoring the
businesses and individuals that have
demonstrated leadership in the move-
ment for equality in Arizona.

The honorees included U.S.
Representatives Gabrielle Giffords,
Raul Grijalva, Harry Mitchell and Ed
Pastor, who received the Barry
Goldwater Human Rights Individual
Awards. Google received the Barry
Goldwater Human Rights Corporate
Award, presented to a company or
organization with a national presence
that has demonstrated a commitment
and taken specific measures to
eliminate discrimination based on
sexual orientation and gender identity/
expression. The Equality Arizona
Individual Award, which is presented to
an Arizona resident annually, was
awarded to Gerrie Mayer Gibbons, a
long-time activist and leader in
Arizona’s LGBT political scene. For its
role in a community initiative to open a
facility serving Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender homeless youth,
Tumbleweed Center for Youth Devel-
opment was awarded the Equality
Arizona Corporate/Organization Award.
Linda Virden, an Arizona educator and
mother of a Gay son, was awarded the
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Confession Aired In
‘Curious George’ Killing

FORT LAUDERDALE, Florida (Ob-
server Update) - Alan Shalleck, co-
author of the Curious George children’s
books, had planned an evening of sex
with two men he met through a Gay
magazine ad the night he was Killed,
according to a taped confession from
one of the two defendants, the Fort
Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel reported on
advocate.com.

Vincent Puglisi told investiga-
tors thathe responded tothe ad abouta
year before he and co-defendant Rex
Ditto arrived at the author’'s Boynton
Beach mobile home that night in
February 2006. Puglisi, 55, denied any
role in the killing until being told that
Ditto, 31, had implicated him, the Sun-
Sentinel reported. Puglisi’'s public
defenders are trying to get the
confession suppressed, claiming it
was coerced.

When the men arrived at
Shalleck’s home, Puglisi said, the
three watched television before Ditto
and Shalleck went into the bedroom.
Puglisi went into the bedroom later.
Ditto then began to choke and beat the
76-year-old Shalleck, Puglisi testified.

Puglisi said he held a pillow to
Shalleck’s face while Ditto “stabbed
him close to 100 times, until the knife
broke,” fetched a kitchen knife, which
also broke, then finished the job with a
butcher knife. He said they left with a
gold ring, coins and a Fossil watch.

“It's no excuse, but | was with
Rex and went along with his plan
because | cared about him,” Circuit
Judge Edward Garrison’s court heard.
“I didn’t know he was a sick puppy, but
now | do.” Shalleck wrote more than
two dozen “Curious George” books
with Margret Rey, who created the
character with her husband in 1939. A
former CBS producer, he also wrote
and directed more than 100 “Curious
George” episodes for the Disney
Channel, according to the Palm Beach
Post, but never profited significantly
from his role and struggled financially
in his later years.

DON’T DRINK
AND DRIVE

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 25¢ PER WORD, $5.00 MINIMUM
CLASSIFIED ADS WILL NOT BE TAKEN BY PHONE

EMPILOYMENT

Tucson’s hottest nightclub I.C.E. is
looking for video DJs. Must be familiar
with the Pioneer dvj-1000’s. Also
immediate openings available for
knowledgeable door staff. Apply in
person at 6350 E. Tanque Verde on
Tues. & Wed. between 11-4 or call 721-
7074. 1197

GAY MALE CAREGIVER/COMPAN-
ION. Available for live-in positon. | can
cook, clean, massage. Excellent
house keeper and driver. | have finger
print clearance card. C.P.R. certifi-
cate; First Aid certificate. Excellent
references. | am very understanding
and caring. Ten years experience.
Donald, 928-779-0321 1201

FOR RENT

RELAX AND WATCH THE SUN SET:
HILLTOP HOUSE W/VIEW. $1285/
mo., Northwest-ish River & La Cafiada
area. 3 bedroom, 2 bath home enjoys
much privacy. For more information,
email gtdsystem@yahoo.com or call
982-9545

1197

1 BEDROOM STUDIO. Tile Floors, Air

conditioning, cable and phone hook-

up. On bus line. Gay Friendly. Rent

weekly or monthly. $500/mo. Includes

all utilities. 293-9198 or 247-8268.
1199

CENTRAL CONDO NEWLY UP-
GRADED APPLIANCES ALONGWITH
ENTIRE UNIT. $800/MO + Deposit.
Pets OK. Washer/Dryer your own,
water included in rent. 2 bedroom, 1
bath, covered patio with private
courtyard landscaped with fountain.
Off street parking. Great area to LIVE
in. 520.907.8775 Nancy RE/MAX All
Exe., owner agent. 1200

PERSONALS

GAY MALE CAREGIVER/COMPAN-
ION. Available for live-in positon. | can
cook, clean, massage. Excellent
house keeper and driver. | have finger
print clearance card. C.P.R. certifi-
cate; First Aid certificate. Excellent
references. | am very understanding
and caring. Ten years experience.
Donald, 928-779-0321 1201

SERVICES

ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS
Let me keep your clothes fitting
properly and in good repaid. Experi-
enced - Economical - Prompt. Merle
Hudson, (520)888-7264 in Tucson.

1200

Weddings & Civil Unions: Church of
the free spirit. Reverend C .W. Schlitz
DD - churchofthefreespirit.com

520-400-1742 1189

MASSAGE

PROFESSIONAL THERAPEUTIC
MASSAGE FOR MEN. In-Call only.
Private studio near Sabino Canyon.
www.massagemenu.com Steve - CMT.
520-247-8139 1199

RELAX WITH A FULL BODY MAS-

SAGE FOR MEN in a private studio on

the West Side. Call Ralph, 548-1544
1193

Various BODY TREATMENTS - Mas-
sage, Body Rubs and More... Thor-
ough - Anytime

Ric 520-981-1141

1211

QUALITY SENSUAL TANTRIC MAS-
SAGE. Strong healing hands leave
you feeling vibrantly alive! Profession-
ally trained and certified. Weekly
Special. An exceptional experience for
25 years. Marc - 881-4582,from 8AM -
8PM
1197
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Get yer Pride on as Mars
makes a move into sexy and stubborn
Taurus. We set off on adventuresome
quests, but in a purposeful manner.
Who knows where you will go to sugar
your roll. Just be ready to take a bite.

ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20)
Financial security and

possible retirement become a mag-
nificent obsession but are you pre-
pared to sell your soul for the profits?
Proud Rams may be faced with a
dilemma - go for the gold but at the
expense of their independence. What
the heck! Mother always said it's as
easy to fall in love with a billionaire as
it is with a millionaire.... or something
like that!

TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21)
Mars in your own sign

demonstrate why queer Bulls can be
very disarming folks. (Or is that
strong arming...?) You are magnifi-
cent and full of pep and confidence.
And there are a few things that you
would like to put back in order asap.
Will you call ‘em as you see ‘em to
settle an old score? Wait. Remember
that revenge is best eaten cold... and
quietly. It's calorie free.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21)
Mars makes you the doyenne

of the charity circuit and not a mo-
ment too soon! Pink Twins can do
something good and meaningful for
the community. You offer a reserve of
good Gay deeds that need to be
dispersed. Use this prideful time to
get things done, but know when to
pass the torch to the next up-and-
comer. Then rest on your lovely
laurels.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23)
Gay Crabs are sucked into

the social whirlwind, party after party,
and can be driven to excess and
fatigue. Mars makes you merry and
energetic at the same time. Count
your lucky stars and get into the
swing of things but also pace yourself
before you lose steam. Don't try to
take on more than you can handle. If

you try to balance too many balls you
may drop one.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23)

If greed is good, proud Lions
can be considered the greatest this
week when Mars changes signs. Your
corporate path is lit. Start strolling.
You have a choice of options but not
all are beneficial. The secret of your
success lies in your ability to discern
the best opportunities.. Become
expert in political maneuvering. Little
fish can become piranha. Power
breakfast anyone?

VIRGO (AUGUST 24 -
SEPTEMBER 23)
Adventure awaits when Mars

enters Taurus. Stop being myopic
and begin to look beyond your front
door. If time and money allow, travel
far afield to some exotic and exciting
place. For those on a budget, troll the
internet or a few off-the-beaten-path
local spots. You can be enticed into a
steamy affair of the heart with a
stranger. If | know queer Virgins, the
stranger the better!

LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 -
OCTOBER 23)

How sexy can a Gay Libra
get? Fairly so with Mars in Taurus.
Poke a few embers and stir some
flames of passion in otherwise cool
targets. But all play and no work can
lead you into dissipation. Take all
your experiences and add them to
your font of knowledge. Each new
exchange gets you a higher personal
valuation. Watch out for currency
fluctuations though.

SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 -
NOVEMBER 22)

Look no further than your own
back yard for happiness, queer
Scorp. Mars turns your attention to
one-to-one relationships, whether for
business or pleasure. What can you
do to strengthen current ones and
forge new ones? Single Scorps have
that certain je ne sais quois that
attracts a myriad of admirers. Spread

it all over town and see quois hap-
pens.

SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 -
DECEMBER 22)

As much as a certain co-
worker can tempt you, try to keep
your heart in check on the job. Over
the desk romances sound interesting
but wind up being uncomfortable. Gay
Archers sometimes don’t consider the
long term impact of action and now,
Mars encourages you to throw
caution to the wind and create a
tornado. Oh well. Just hold on tight!

CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 -
JANUARY 20)

Eat, drink and be very merry
but beware of indigestion while Mars
rocks and rolls. Happy, fun pastimes
can become much too much as the
drive to enjoy reaches a fevered
pitch. They say that genius is 1%
inspiration and 99% perspiration.
How much effort can you afford?
Don’t get carried away by an artistic
dream, pink Cap. Dreamboat maybe,
but not a dream.

AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 -
FEBRUARY 19)

Are you satisfied with your
home life? Maybe or maybe not, but
you are certainly thinking about
changes anyway as Mars enters
Taurus. The hearth fires smolder and
Aqueerians stoke the flames. You
might try to upend your home through
renovation, restoration or remodeling
or change relationships with certain
relatives. Why ask why? Set the
course for a new lavender you.

PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 -
MARCH 20)

As diplomatic as you usually
are, Guppies are be tempted to speak
freely and carelessly thanks to Mars.
Honesty is the best policy, you think,
as you lay it all on the line. The
negative impact will be less if it's
done in a sincere and caring way. If
you wear your heart on your sleeve,
some caring stranger may scoop it up
for safe keeping if you are lucky.
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Ending the violence.

Wingspan launches the
Anti-Violence Project -

a community initiative

to assist lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender
victims of discrimination,
domestic violence, sexual
assault and hate crimes.

@m\

Southern Arizona’s Lesbian,
(Gay, Bisexual & Transgender
Community Center

www.wingspan.org

Community Bars
1. THE BIZ
2900 E. Broadway 318-4838

IBT'S

616 N. 4" Ave. 882-3053
VENTURE-N

1239 N. 6™ Ave. 882-8224
WOODY’S

3710 N. Oracle Road, 292-6702
HOWL AT THE MOON

915 W. Prince Rd. 293-7339
YARD DOG SALOON

2449 N. Stone, 624-3858
8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS
5305 E. Speedway 323-1840

N o o w b

Community Organizations

A. MCC - METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY CHURCH
3269 N. Mountain - 292-9151

B. CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP
2902 N. Geronimo - 622-4626

D. WINGSPAN - 425 E. 7* St. - 624-1779
E. S.A.AF. -375S. Euclid Ave. - 628-7223

F. RAINBOW PLANET COFFEE HOUSE
606 N. 4™ Ave. - 620-1770

G. TIHAN -Tucson Interfaith
HIV/AIDS Network
1101 N. Craycroft, Ste 301. 299-6647

H. EON YOUTH CENTER 620-6245
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Non Bar Calendar

Wednesday, June 27

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00pm Canasta hosted by Merlin
and Lee at 207-5336. MSN Canasta is
played every Wednesday at 7pm, but
check back here for the specific host.

Thursday, June 28

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m.  Triangle Tribe-A Men’s
Circle. According to a recent study,
very few people have as many close
friends as they would like. Are you as
connected with other men as you want
tobe? Do you getthe support you need
forissues in your life? Do you wish you
had more meaningful friendships and
relationships with other men? Join
like- minded men at Wingspan to share
feelings, thoughts and ideas in a safe,
respectful space. For the same
experience with both straight and gay
men, join us at the regular Circle of
Men meetings. Call Tom at 591-2828
for dates and times.

Friday, June 29
Tucson Prime Timers Cocktails — 5:30
PM, Colors, 5305 E. Speedway

Saturday, June 30

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Shuffle over for Floating
Pinochle every Saturday of the month
except for first Saturday MSN Monthly
Pot Luck. Contact Steve at 664-2076.

Sunday, July 1st

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Dinner Out atone of Tucson’s
Ultra-Fabulous Buffets. For reserva-
tions and directions, contact Thom
623-2941, e-mail
thomsepals@hotmail.com , or Ken at
294-6606. Please contact Thom or Ken
by Sunday at Noon to facilitate
reservations. Price is usually under
$10. Check the Yahoo MSN on-line
calendar for the scheduled place. The
venue is rotated to include all parts of
town, and may occasionally be held at
a full-service menu restaurant.

Tucson Prime Timers Brunch - Noon,
Colors, 5305 E. Speedway

Monday, July 2nd

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Mexican Train Dominos.
Please call Karol at 744-9017 for
information and to reserve your place
at this limited seating event.

Tucson Prime Timers Lunch - 12:30
P.M., The Wildcat House, 1800 N.
Stone Ave.

Tuesday, July 3rd

#1Men’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Gay Reading Group meets at
Wingspan. For info, contact Doug at
529-0014

#2Men’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m.Canasta with Peter. Call for
info and directions: 881-8276.Please
call ahead to assist your host in
planning the evening.

Wednesday, July 4th

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00pm Hand and Foot with Bruce.
743-3890.

Thursday, July 5th

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m.  Triangle Tribe-A Men’s

Circle. According to a recent study,
very few people have as many close
friends as they would like. Are you as
connected with other men as you want
to be? Do you getthe support you need
forissues in your life? Do you wish you
had more meaningful friendships and
relationships with other men? Join
like-minded men at Wingspan to share
feelings, thoughts and ideas in a safe,
respectful space. For the same
experience with both straight and gay
men, join us at the regular Circle of
Men meetings. Call Tom at 591-2828
for dates and times.

Friday, July 6th

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Join Merlin and Lee for an
evening of Charades. Come out and
totally enjoy putting your acting/
miming and pantomime skills to the
test. For directions and reservations
[(a limited space event, please plan
ahead and phone early)], place a
telephone call to Lee and Merlin, your
gracious yet competitive emcees and
moderators, at 207-5336.

Tucson Prime Timers Cocktails - 5:30
-7:00, Colors, 5305 E. Speedway

Saturday, July 7th

#1 Men’s Social Network Opento men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:30a.m. Join Robert for a morning of
Volleyball. This is played for fun, and
you’ll get to know some nice guys as
you play. Two great ways to work on
yourgame! Fordetails and directions,
please call Robert at 400-1376.

#2 Men’s Social Network Opentomen
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. MSN Potluck and Social
Night located at 6801 N. Oracle Road.
Just bring your favorite food to share
(already fully cooked please) and join
us for a relaxed evening of food and
conversation.

Sunday, July 8th

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Dinner Out at one of
Tucson’s Ultra-Fabulous Buffets. For
reservations and directions, contact
Thom 623-2941, e-mail
thomsepals@hotmail.com , or Ken at
294-6606. Please contact Thom or Ken
by Sunday at Noon to facilitate
reservations. Price is usually under
$10. Check the Yahoo MSN on-line
calendar for the scheduled place. The
venue is rotated to include all parts of
town, and may occasionally be held at
a full-service menu restaurant.

Tucson Prime Timers Brunch - Noon,
Colors, 5305 E. Speedway

Monday, July 9th

Open to men of all ages, newcomers
welcomed: 7:00p.m. Trivial Pursuit.
Please call Karol at 744-9017 for
information and to reserve your place
at this limited seating event.

Tucson Prime Timers, Lunch - 12:30
P.M., The Wildcat House, 1800 N.
Stone Ave.

Tuesday, July 10th

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Enjoy an evening of Bridge
twice a month on the second and fourth
Tuesdays. Call David at 579-9763 for
details.

Wednesday, July 11th

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Hand and Foot with Marvin at
745-0304.

GPhead of Style

A Hair and Nail Salon

Owner

d%;’ia Simone

426 East 9th Street
Tucson, Arizona

624-8400
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SUNDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; $2 Pitchers til 10pm
and Rotating Shot Specials all night; Latin Music with live
DJ at 9:30pm. Get ready!!! L Word Season 4 begins Jan.
7t at 8pm!

COLORS - Open 11am - 11pm Champagne
Brunch 11am - 2pm with choice of complimentary mimosa,
Bloody Mary or Screwdriver. Dickie Steed on piano during
brunch. Brunch served until 2pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm
$3.50 Skyy Cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and well.
Reduced price appetizers. Dinner served until10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON -Open at 10am.
$2.50 Smirnoff Vodkas all day. Free Texas Hold-Em
Poker Tournaments at 4:00, and 7:00 pm. Play for points
and prizes - no cash involved.

IBT’s -Troy’s Recovery Bar noon-4pm. 4-7:30
Karaoke on the patio. Benefit B-B-Q for the Pride Parade
5:30-7:30 and dance with DJ Mike Lopez 9pm to close.

VENTURE-N - Open 10am. Patio open 3pm.
$2.00 Bloody Marys or Screws til 3pm Patio Beer Bust 3-
7.Burger BBQ 5-7. Selection of burger meats to choose
from. $3 proceeds go to Pet Watch (helping HIV/AIDS
clients with their veterinary bills).

WOODY’S - Open 11am.Happy Hour 11am-8pm
(excl spec events); Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm; Back
Pocket Patio Bar 2pm til 2am. Beer Bust 2-7pm; Bar-B-
Que 5-9pm; Karaoke with Michael D. 9p.m.; DJ Jeff in the
Back Pocket 9pm; Drag Bingo every other Sunday 8-9pm

MONDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-10pm; Drink what you want
with ¥z priced Happy Hour. Poke-Her Monday! Free card
lessons 5pm. Free Texas Hold-‘em Tourney at 6pm;
Prizes for 1%, 2", 3 Places. Happy Hour pricing & Free
Food

COLORS - Closed on Mondays.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour all day & night with $2.50 well, domestic longnecks
& pints. Kitchen closed. $3 taco & tostada bar 4-8 pm.
GLBT Movie Nite with shows at 6 & 8 pm,. Free pool all
day.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, DJ
Craig Carter 10pm-2am $1.50 well vodka drinks, All drink
specials not available during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 6pm. Free pool
til 4pm. $2.75 Skyy Martinis 4-8pm..

WOODY’S - Open Noon til 2am. Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events) Karaoke with Michael D.
9pm

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am. 50¢ off any Top
Shelf Rum until 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar opens
7pm

TUESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-10pm; Drink What You
Want with %2 priced Happy Hour. Monthly Wine Tasting
on 2" Tuesday of every month at 5:30pm. Please RSVP
by the first Monday of the Month. Wine bottles will be for
sale after the tasting at a special discounted price.

COLORS - Open 4-11pm. Happy Hour 4-7 $3.50
Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and well and reduced
price appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
Kitchen open 4-9pm. Free Texas Hold-Em Poker for
women only at 6:30 p.m. Play for points and prizes - no
cash involved. Tequila Nite with $2.50 well tequila &
margaritas, 75¢ off call tequilas.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
Tropical Tuesdays $2.50 Tropical drinks and DJ Craig
Carter playing Retro Music 70’s, 80’s and 90’s 9pm-close.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 7pm. Free Pool
til 4pm. Spaghetti Nite (2" Tuesday every month $2.00).

WOODY’S - Open Noon til 2am. Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events) 80s Nite with Alex 8-close

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Tequila until 8pm Dart Tourney at 9am. Beer Bust
4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens 7pm.

WEDNESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; Drink what You Want
with %2 priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; 18 to Party, 21 to Drink!
18 & Over Night w/DJ Shorty at 9:30pm! Rotating Shot
Specials all night.

COLORS - Open 4-11pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm,
$3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and well and
reduced price appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints,
Kitchen open 4 - 9 pm. Free Pool all day and night. Free
Texas Hold-’Em Poker Tournament at 6:30 pm for
Women Only and open tournaments at 7 and 10. Play for
points & prizes - no cash involved. Great way to learn the
game or sharpen your skills.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
“Diva-Licious” show 9pm w/ Bunny Fu Fu& Friends. After
show dance with DJ Q til 2am,

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 7pm. Free Pool
til 4pm. $2.75 Cuervo Margaritas 4-8pm

WOODY’S - Open Noon til 2am; Happy Hour
Noon-8pm )excl Spec Events); Chili Dog Buffet 5-9pm;
Underwear/Fetish/Leather Party with Alex and Blake 9-
close - $1 off all drinks for those who participate (50¢ off
draught/schnapps) Back Pocket Patio Bar open 9pm-
close.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Vodka until 8pm Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens
7pm. Dart Tourney 8pm.
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THURSDAY

THE BIZ - Open3pm-2am; Drink What You
Want with %2 priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; ‘Thirsty
Thursday’ with Tori Steele & Friends! Drag show starts at
9:30pm with Tori Steele, Janee Starr, Diana Flair and
weekly special guests. $2 Pitchers and Rotating Shot
Specials. Followed by a new Surprise guest DJ!

COLORS - Opendpm-11pm. Happy Hour 4-
7pm,$3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and Well
and reduced price appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm.
. HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
Kitchen open 4 - 9 pm. Karaoke with Rosemary at
8:30pm. $2.50 Mexican Beers all night, $1.00 Jello
shots.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
Boyz Nite Out with your Bartenders & GoGo Boys
dancing in their undies and DJ Mike Lopez spinning Top
40 & All request $1.75 Long Islands and $1.50 Tequila
shots 10pm-2am.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio open 7pm.
Free Pool til 4pm. Pool Tourney 7pm. $3 entry. Special
prices for players. Steak Nite (3rd Thursday during
summer). Bring your own or get it here $6.00.

WOODY’S - Open Noon-2am; Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl Spec Events); Free Pool all day. Nacho
Chip Buffet 5-9pm; $1 PBRs Longnecks and $2 Tecate
Longnecks; Back Pocket Bar open 8-close.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Bourbon til 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar opens
7pm.

FRIDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; Drink What You Want
with %2 priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; Rotating weeks Latin or
Hip Hop Music with DJ Shorty at 9:30pm. Rotating Shot
Specials all night!

COLORS - Open 4pm-1am. Happy Hour 4-7pm,
$3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and Well and
reduced prize appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm.
“Hot Jazz, Cool Martinis” with Susan Artemis and Craig
Faltin 6:30-9:30pm. “Guys & Dolls’comedy drag show
hosted by Lucinda Holliday at 10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
Kitchen open 4 - 9 pm. $4.50 Fried Chicken dinner with
fries and slaw.  Free Two-Step lessons with Amanda
every other Friday. Call 293-7339 for schedule. DJ Pat
plays the best of contemporary and classic country 8:30
to close. Kitchen open 9 pm - midnight serving late night
munchies menu.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, 9pm
Hot Dance with DJ Mike Lopez outside on the patio and
DJ Raynman spinning club music inside.9pm-2am.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio open 7pm. Free
Pool til 4pm.

WOODY’S - Open Noon-2am; Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events); Martini Happy Hour 5-
8pm-$1 off all call Martinis; Back Pocket Patio Bar open
8-close. DJ Jeff in the Back Pocket 9-close; Watch for
special events.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Gin until 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens
7pm

SATURDAY

THE BIZ - $1 Draught Beers until 10pm & $4
Finlandia Vodka Red Bull drinks until 11pm; Dance Party
with DJ Shorty at 9:30 mixing it up and playing what you
want to hear!

COLORS - Open 4pm-11pm, Lunch served until
4pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm, $3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75
Domestics and Well, reduced price appetizers. Dinner
served until10pm. Nightly dinner specials.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open 11:00am. Happy
Hour 11am-8pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
Kitchen open 11am-9pm. $2.50 Capt. Morgan or Mailbu.
Cheeseburger & Fries Special for $4.50 all day. Best
burgers around. Learn to plau Texas Hold-Em Poker
Lessons at noon with a friendly game to follow - no money
involved. DJ playing dance mix or check our ad for
special events. Kitchen open 9pm to midnight serving
late night munchies menu.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, 5-
8pm karaoke and Teryaki Kabobs on the patio. 8:30pm
Show time w/ Ajia Simone or Janee Star. DJ Q spinning
Club Music inside and Mike Lopez spinning on the patio
10pm to close..

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio Bar open 3pm.
Patio Beer Bust 3-7pm.

WOODY’S - Open 10am-2am; Happy Hour
10am-8pm (excl spec events); Steak/Fish Dinner in the
Back Pocket 5-9pm. Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5-close.
Live Jazz with Arthur Migliazza in the Back Pocket 6-9pm;
DJ Jeff in the Back Pocket 9-close. Watch for special
events.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am. Beer Bust 4-8pm.
$1.25 glass, $2.25 pitcher. Patio Bar Opens 7pm.
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THURSDAY, JUNE 28
VENTURE-N - It's David’s birthday. Come on by and
help him celebrate!

FRIDAY, JUNE 29
HOWL AT THE MOON - Line dance lessons with
Libby at 7:30 p.m.

YARD DOG - Mom’s BBQ Rib Dinner at 6:00 p.m.
Two Sons Band at 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, JUNE 30

HOWL AT THE MOON - An evening of amazing
entertainment and the betin female impersonation. A
Lucinda Holliday Production! Starts t 10:00 p.m.

WOODY'’S - Lamont Arthur performs on the Patio
from 6-9 p.m. Enjoy a Rib Eye Dinner.

SUNDAY, JULY 1
WOODY'’S - Drag Bingo

YARD DOG - Steak Nite at 7:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 4

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3:00 p.m. All-
American Burger & Fries $4.50 all day. Ladies only
Texas Hold-Em Pokerat4 & 6:30 p.m. Regular Poker
co-ed games at 7 & 10 p.m.

VENTURE-N - Drink Specials all day and evening.

WOODY’S - Free Community Bar-B-Que plus a
Holiday Beer Bust

YARD DOG - July 4" Blowout Party. Food at 5:00
p.m. then DJ Bob S. at 6:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, JULY 6
HOWL AT THE MOON - Two Step Lessons with
Amanda at 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 7

HOWL T THE MOON - Join Amanda Nicole and
special guests for a fabulous evening. 9:00 p.m. No
Cover

FRIDAY, JULY 13
HOWL AT THE MOON - Line Dance Lessons with
Libby at 7:30 p.m.

Woody’s - July Birthday Party with free Birthday Cake

SATURDAY, JULY 14

HOWL AT THE MOON - July Birthday Party - $1.00
off your drinks all night if your birthday is in July. DJ
playing dance mix featuring old school.

SUNDAY, JULY 15
WOODY’S - Drag Bingo

FRIDAY, JULY 20
HOWL AT THE MOON - Two Step lessons with
Amanda at 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 21
HOWL AT THE MOON - Benefit show for the Water of
Life Metropolitan Community Church (MCC),

FRIDAY, JULY 27
HOWL AT THE MOON - Line Dance lessons with
Libby at 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 28
HOWL AT THE MOON - Too Much Information is
back for a rockin’ evening. 9:00 p.m. $5.00 Cover.

SATURDAY, JULY 28
HOWL AT THE MOON - Too Much Information is
back for a rockin’ evening. 9:00 p.m. $5.00 Cover.

SUNDAY, JULY 29
WOODY’S - Drag Bingo
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TUCSON KNIGHT OWLS (T.K.O) Openly
invites nhew members to our monthly
meetings which occur on the first Saturday
of every month at 12:00 pm., followed by a
beer bust from 2pm to 6pm., at our home
bar the Yard Dog saloon. T.K.O.’s annual
spring/summer fling is now called owils fling.
This year we will be going to Holly Lake July
27th - 30th. The run fee is $60 for members
and $70 for non-members. Applications will
be avaible at our next beer bust. You can
also pick one up from any T.K.O. member.

HALLELUJAH RECOVERY DRUG &
ALCOHOL 12-STEP. Every Thursday
5:30-6:30pm at Cornerstone Fellowship,
2902 N. Geronimo. 622-4626.

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE
CLINIC provided daily by the Pima County
Health Department. Gay friendly. Confi-
dential. Treatment and Medication too!
Any questions? Call 624-8272

SOUTHERN ARIZONA AIDS FOUNDA-
TION (SAAF), 375 S. EUCLID. Office
Hours 8am to 5pm, Monday through
Friday. Direct services and emotional
support for persons with and affected by
HIV. Anonymous HIV testing and support
groups available. Prevention education
programs. 628-SAAF (7223). World wide
web: http://www.saaf.org. VOLUNTEERS
WELCOME.

P.F.L.A.G. - Parents and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays - is a support group
available to anyone who has a son,
daughter or friend who is Gay. Call 360-
3795 or write P.O. Box 36264, Tucson, AZ
85740-6264. All replies confidential.

GLBT-friendly AL-ANON group meets
Saturdays at 11am at Unitarian Universal-
ist Church, 4831 E. 22" Street, Tucson.

YOUNG AND GAY?

GLBT Youth 23 and under, meet every
Saturday in Tucson for sharing, support
and information. Meetings are held at 425
E. 7th Street from 3 t0 4:30 pm. You are not
alone. For more info call Wingspan, 624-
1779.

The TUCSON Chapter of PRIME TIMERS
WORLDWIDE invites Gay or Bisexual men
and their admirers to join and share Prime
Timers fellowship. We welcome mature
men (and admirers) who wish to become
involved with planned and future Prime
Timers (TPT) activities. Meetings lun-
cheons and dinners are held monthly.
For dates, times and information call 298-
6727, leave name and phone number.
Tucsonpt@primetimersww,org

TUCSON GAY INFORMATION AND RE-
FERRAL

For Information on human service organi-
zations, health and mental health ser-
vices, financial and government assis-
tance, emergency services such as food
and shelter, education, etc. Call Informa-
tion and Referral 881-1794 - 8 am - 5 pm
M-F.

AIDS HOTLINE - 326-AlIDS. Hours M-F,
9:00 am to 10:00 pm. Information,
counseling, HIV-related services, Tucson.

GAY OR BI-SEXUAL MEN in relationships
with women. Need friends you can talk to?
Weekly support group meets Wednesdays
6:30 - 8:00 pm. Licensed psychologist
facilitator. Call 745-6977 in Tucson for
more information. Strictly confidential.

WINGSPAN - Tucson’s Gay, Lesbian &
Bisexual Community Center, 425 E. 7th
St., offers support groups / info line / social
events / library / meeting space. Volunteer
Opportunities. Board meetings every 2nd
Thursday (open to all), 6:00 p.m. Informa-
tion 624-1779.

GREATER PHOENIX GAY & LESBIAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (GPGLCC)
P.0. BOX 2097, Phoenix, AZ 85001-2097.
E-mail: webmaster@gpglcc.org or call
(602)225-8444.

SOURCES UNLIMITED, a Lesbian & Gay
referral service. Business and individual
listings are free of charge. All information
available to anyone just simply by asking.
322-5655. Leave message.
TucsonSources@aol.com

GET NAKED with TNTucson MEN! We're
a social and recreational club. Have you
ever longed to camp, swim, hike or play
with others who enjoy the same, dropping
all the masks and pretensions? We;re for
you! TNTucsonMEN@nethere.com, P.O.
Box 12176, Tucson 85792 or call 514-
9894
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IINNER WISDOM - Try hypnotherapy for
pain relief, past life exploration and
addiction release. Also available: Spiritual
Counseling and Dream Interpretation.
579-9020

BEARS OF THE OLD PUEBLO - a social
club for bears and bigger, more robust
men (and of course, those who prefer their
company). For more info, Call the Bears
Hotline (520)790-5775 or write P.O. Box
43910, Tucson, AZ 85733-3910 of visit our
website at www.botop.com All are wel-
come to our general meetings/potlucks on
the 2nd Friday of every month, at 3202 E.
1st St. (the “Ward 6" Office Bldg.) Just
south of Speedway & East of Country
Club. PotLuck Dinner begins at 6:30 and
the monthly meeting follows at 7:15 p.m.

LESBIAN AND GAY AL-ANON - Affected
by someone’s drinking? Meeting every
Tuesday 8:45 to 9:45 p.m. at Lambda
Center, 2940 E. Thomas, Phoenix. Ellie
581-8850 or Ronn 968-2384.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE GROUP - Out-
reach to Gay and Lesbian people in
Arizona. Meets monthly. Write to P.O. Box
893, Phoenix, AZ 85001 or call Eddy
Walters, (602)371-1102

CRONIES SOCIAL GROUP. A Social
group for Gay men who enjoy the
fellowship of their peers. Call Leo at 624-
6768.

T-SQUARES Lesbian and Gay Square
Dance Club, dances Tuesdays. from 6:30-
9 p.m. at Cornerstone Fellowship Social
Hall, 2902 N. Geronimo (Northwest of 1st
Ave. and Glenn). No experience, no
partner required! For more info contact
David at 325-6739, or visit
www.azgaydance.org

LIGHTNING LIGHTING will provide light-
ing for AIDS and related benefits at no
charge. For more info call Adrienne at 889-
7298.

COME EXPLORE YOUR SPIRITUALITY!
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church
offers a variety of Gay and Lesbian groups
and services for the spiritually minded.
Come meet the Family!l For more
information call Debbie 579-9827 or David
323-7943.

LESBIAN/GAY WRITERS: Workshop at
7:00 p.m. third Wednesday of every
month. Read and critique current projects.
Network and support. For info call 325-
4737.

DESERT VOICES, Tucson’'s Gay, Les-
bian, Bisexual, Transgender and Straight
Chorus, has been singing songs of pride,
hope and laughter for 16 seasons. Check
out our website at www.desertvoices.org,
or call (520)791-9662 for information
about upcoming concerts or how to join.

Join the LESBIAN & GAY PUBLIC
AWARENESS PROJECT. In Tucson write
Awareness Project, 3661 N. Campbell
Ave. #365, Tucson, AZ 85719.

AA Meeting with HIV/AIDS focus, Wednes-
days, 7:30 p.m., Wingspan Annex, 425 E.
7" Street. All alcoholics welcome.

MEN’S SOCIAL NETWORK: Social orga-
nization for men of all ages. Building an
extended Gay family in Tucson. Monthly
social potluck gatherings the first Saturday
of each month and almost weekly social
activities. Call 690-9565 for information
and a newsletter. Check the Non-Bar
Calendar in the Observer.

CARE TEAMS ARE AVAILABLE to offer
support to people living with HIV/AIDS.
The Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network
offers trained, compassionate and com-
mitted volunteers to provide services
including friendly visits, light housekeep-
ing, assistance with meals, shopping,
errands, transportation and companion-
ship for medical appointments, and respite
care for primary care givers. No judgement
or proselytizing - we are here to be of
service. For information call Scott at 299-
6647.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SPORTS
TEAMS and updates on Gay Games,
contact TEAM ARIZONA at their website:
teamarizona.org

ARE YOU GAY OR BISEXUAL AND
UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE? The Gay
Young Men’s Project is now looking for
volunteers for the project. We need people
who want to help create a positive social
change for young Gay men as well as
reduce the risk for HIV infection. For more
information please call 628-7223.

THE MEN’'S MASSAGE GROUP meets
the 3rd Sunday of each month. It is a good
way to meet other men of all ages, safely,
and with the art of nurturing touch. There is
a fee. You must sign up in advance to
participate. Call Marc at 881-4582 for more
information or sign up.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE GLBT,
Tucson’s Gay and Lesbian business
networking group holds regular meetings
the third Thursday of every month. Call
615-6436 for more info.
www.tucsonglbtchamber.org

TUCSON PRIDE, INC. (Formerly Tucson
Lesbian and Gay Alliance - TLGA) meets
on the second Wednesday at 845 S.
Craycroft Road at 6pm. Tucson Pride
events: Pride Week, Gay West and

Pride Weekend. Inquiries about support
groups and individual needs should be
directed to Wingspan and other local
agencies listed here. For more information
call 622-3200 or visit the TPl website at
www.tucsonpride.com

LEARN TO BE A LISTENING FRIEND
Unique Hospital Volunteer Program
teaches listening skills to Volunteers who
provide a safe/compassionate environ-
ment to at-risk patients. Training every 6
weeks. 694-7063.

TUCSON INTERFAITH HIV/AIDS NET-
WORK (TIHAN), a coalition of faith
communities committed to a compassion-
ate response to HIV/AIDS, provides HIV
education in congregational settings,
volunteer CareTeams to support HIV+
persons, a referral network of HIV-
sensitive clergy, and interfaith services of
healing and hope. For more information
call 299-6647.

ANONYMOUS HIV COUNSELING AND
TESTING is available through the Pima
County Health Department at sites through-
out Tucson, Very Gay Friendly. For more
information or to make an appointment call
791-7676.

SMART (Self Management And Recovery
Training) a free non-12-step self-help
alternative for people working to overcome
addictive and other emotional problems
meets in Tucson Monday thru Thursdays
at different locations. For more information
about SMART, contact Jennifer at 838-
3975.

OUTLOUD! Tucson’s premiere Local
Lesbian and Gay Radio Show, broadcast
every Sunday from 7-8 pm on 91.3 FM,
Community Radio KXCI.

THEATER / DINNER / MOVIES / ETC!
Nonsmoking Lesbian Network meets
every month. If you'd like to meet women
50+ (flexible) and socialize in a smoke-free
environment, please call or email: 888-
8010 ‘til 9pm, or joycesmth1@aol.com.
The group dines OUT! and attends shows,
movies, comedy events, etc. Now in our
23rd year, 7th in Tucson.

SOUTHERN ARIZONA GENDER ALLI-
ANCE (SAGA). The Southwest’s largest
transgender and gender-diversity advo-
cacy organization. Speakers and panel-
ists available. General meetings monthly
on the 1t Mondays at 7pm; Dezert Girlz
(MTF Support) meets 2" Mondays at 7pm;
Dezert Boyz (FTM Support) meets 3™
Tuesdays at 7pm. Also serving partners,
youth, intersex, service providers and
allies. Call (520)624-1779 x26 for more
info.

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR
ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES. Not a dat-
ing club. Discreet. Meetings every Monday
evening. Call for more info. APEX (Arizona
Power Exchange) 602-415-1123. 24-hr
multi-choice message including informa-
tion, calendar and location.

ARIZONA AIDS POLICY ALLIANCE
(AZAPA) seeks to educate legislators and
citizens about sound AIDS policy. For
more information write AZAPA, 6523 N.
14th St., #112, Phoenix, AZ 85014 or call
602-279-4805.

DESERT DOMINION, whose focus is
providing information and education for
people interested in the BDSM lifestyle,
meets monthly for group discussion and
social events. Visit our web site http://
www.desertdominion.org or call (520)792-
6424

SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS. Start-
ing this February, the Tucson Rape crisis
Center will be providing free confidential
group services for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender survivors of all manner
of sexual assault. Interested persons
please call Mirto Stone, MSW, at 327-1171
(if unavailable leave message with phone
number.
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AAPSP - ARIZONA ASSOCIATION OF
PUBLIC SAFETY PROFESSIONALS: a
confidential organization committed to
providing support and networking for all
Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual public safety
professionals in Arizona. Membership
open to Law Enforcement Officers,
Firefighters, Probation, Parole and Cor-
rections Officers and civilians working
within these agencies. Website: AAPSP.org
or e-mail: AAPSP@aol.com or call Dave
(520)745-9059 (Tucson) or Kim (602)534-
6219 (Phoenix)

GLSEN - Gay, Lesbian and Straight
Education Network meets first Thursday of
every month at 4:30pm at Wingspan, 425
E.7th Street. 743-4800.

SAA (Sex Addicts Anonymous) has 5
meetings a week in Tucson. People who
wish to stop their compulsive sexual
behavior, please call (520) 745-0775 for
current information.

TUCSON GREATER SOFTBALL ASSO-
CIATION. Interested? Call Kelly Quinn,
(520)906-0669 and or Mona Garcia 256-
8728.

LUTHERANS CONCERNED - Tucson
chapter for Gay/Lesbian Lutherans meets
3rd Sunday, 6:30 p.m. each month at
Santa Cruz Lutheran Church, 6809 S.
Cardinal Ave. For information visit
www.lctucson.org write: LC, 7014 E. Golf
Links Road, PMB 212, Tucson, AZ 85730.

REVEILLE GAY MEN'S CHORUS re-
hearses Thursday evenings 7-10pm at the
Historic Y, corner of University Blvd. And
5t Ave. Join us!! Call 304-1758 for more
info.

“OUT ON THE TRAILS - EQUESTRIAN
FUN!”

Rider Club forming. Looking for women
and men to ride together on the trails of
Southern Arizona. Must have own horse,
truck and trailer. For more info write: “Out
On The Trails” P.O. Box 44045, Tucson,
AZ 85733-4045

THE MAN TO MAN Social/erotic education
club is the tantric men’s group that offers
passionate friendships, fun activities and
real Tantric sex education. Marc 881-4582

LGBT Buddhist Meditation Group. Join us
for two 20 minute silent sitting meditations,
and reading from Buddhist Spiritual text
and discussion. Bring a friend and a pillow
or cushion. Takes place every Sunday
from 10-11:30AM at Wingspan, 425 E. 7th
St. Donations accepted. Contact Maurice
Grossman for more info. 323-2293.

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP FOR VICTIM/
SURVIVORS OF Domestic Violence,
Sexual Assault, Hate Crimes, Bias Acts,
Harassment. Call Lori at Wingspan, 624-
1779, ext. 20. Services are free.

MEN’S HIKING CLUB - A peer-run
MEN’s outdoor club for hiking, biking, camp-
ing, boating etc, is now up and running in
the Tucson area. To join, go to SAGE-Tuc-
son-subscribe @yahoogroups.com. See
you on the trails.

MEN’S KINK DISCUSSION GROUP (Open
to all who identify as male and are 18 or
older) meets 2" Tuesday of the month,
7:00 p.m. at Desert Dominion, 3843 E. 37*
Street, Tucson, AZ. (Map available at
www.desertdominion,org) For those who
are kinky or just curious. No fee,
contributions are appreciated, but not
required.

The new MAN TO MAN INTENTIONAL
COMMUNITY is meeting about honoring
the spiritual side of ourselves. It is the
men’s social/erotic group that offers
passionate friendships, fun activities, and
real tantric sex education. Call Marc 881-
4582 in advance Check it out. We meet
the 1 and 39 Wednesdays, 7-9pm.
Potluck dinner. Donation.

BROTHERS OF THE COMPASSIONATE
WAY. Pagan spiritual group for gay,
bisexual, transgendered men. Box 41623,
Tucson, AZ 85717.
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School Board
Apologizes For
Censoring Gay

Kiss Photo In

Yearb ook

NEWARK, New Jersey - The Newark
School District Monday (June 26) said
that it had made a mistake when it
censored a photograph of a Gay kiss in
the 2007 yearbook at East Side High
School, reported 365Gay.com re-
ported. In a statement the district said
that Superintendent Marion A. Bolden
has apologized student Andre Jack-
son, 18, and would reissue an “un-
redacted version” of the yearbook to
any student at the school who wants
one. “Superintendent Marion A. Bolden
personally apologizes to Mr. Jackson
and regrets and embarrassment and
unwanted attention the matter has
brought to him,” according to the
statement.

But the district’s explanation
for censoring the picture of Jackson
kissing boyfriend David Escobales, 19,
has left some people unsatisfied. “The
decision was based, in part, on
misinformation that Mr. Jackson was
not one of our students and our review
simply focused on the suggestive
nature of the photograph,” the district
said in its statement. Earlier, when
Bolden was questioned about the
blacked out picture, she told the Star-
Ledger that the photograph was “illicit”.
“It looked provocative,” she told the
paper. “If it was either heterosexual or
Gay, it should have been blacked out.
Its how they posed for the picture.”
Bolden ordered staff at the school to
use magic markers to obliterate the
picture after it was brought to her
attention by a board official.

Jackson learned the shot had
been blacked out when he picked up
his copy. He, like a number of other
students, had bought a page in the
yearbook to place pictures of himself
and a commemorative message. Gar-
den State Equality, New Jersey’s
largest LGBT civil rights organization,
demanded the school board redistrib-
ute the yearbooks without the photo
covered up, and called for Bolden to
publicly apologize to the student, his
boyfriend and the LGBT community.
The organization said that Bolden’s
action was “not only homophobic [but]
also very likely unlawful.”

New Jersey law bars discrimi-
nation based on sexual orientation,
gender identity and expression. In
addition, the New Jersey Supreme
Court ruled in February that schools
are legally obligated to protect LGBT
students from discrimination and bully-
ing in the same way employees are
protected in the workplace. Same-sex
relationships also have legal recogni-
tion in New Jersey under the state’s
civil union law.

Jackson paid $150 for the
yearbook page and said that the book
is filled with pictures of opposite-sex
teen couples kissing. “We were
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kissing, which everyone does when
they’re in a relationship,” he told the
Star-Ledger. “ They are expressing
happiness and love for the person they
care about,” he added. “It wasn’t that |
wanted everyone to see and see I'm
Gay. | wanted everyone to feel the love
| feel.”

Hate Crime Vic-

tim To File $50-

Million Lawsuit
Against CBS

NEW YORK CITY (Observer Update) -
Former CBS News producer Dick
Jefferson, who was the victim of a Gay-
bashing attack in St. Maarten last year,
filed a $50 million sexual-orientation
discrimination lawsuit against his
former employers, advocate.com re-
ported. According to the 30-page
complaint filed in the New York State
Supreme Court, Jefferson alleges that
CBS executives required him to ask
permission before testifying in open
court against his attackers and also
prevented him from contacting Ryan
Smith, a co-worker at CBS who was
also injured in the April 2006 attack.

After recuperating from the
assault, where a street thug attacked
Jefferson with a tire wrench, Jefferson
claims that CBS News Senior Vice
President Linda Mason began issuing
a series of orders to control his public
comments about the incident. Jefferson
says senior CBS News executives had
decided that the assault was too
“controversial” because of its “sensi-
tive nature.” Jefferson also says that
Mason censored a personal email of
his to the media, insisting that he
remove the sentence “l certainly did
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Victim of Gay bashing. former CBS News producer Dick Jefferson

not choose to be beaten within a
millimeter of my life just to be Gay”
because it was too controversial.
When Jefferson questioned Mason’s
actions based on the network’s anti-
discrimination policies, he claims she
retaliated so thoroughly that it eventu-
ally led to his November 20, 2006,
termination.

“The judge in St. Maarten went
out of his way to say my attackers -
strangers | didn’t even know - were
driven by discrimination and contempt
for other people, found them guilty and
sentenced them to prison,” Jefferson
said in a press release. “Turns out my
bosses - friends | had known for years -
had more contempt and did more
damage. I'm sure a New York jury will
be just as wise as that St. Maarten
judge.” In response, CBS released a
statement to the blog Fishbowl NY,
claiming that Jefferson’s lawsuit planis
an “unwarranted complaint and [a]
regrettably vicious and unconscio-

nable attack on Ms. Mason’s charac-
ter,” while also touting the “tens of
thousands of dollars paid for by [CBS]”
to airlift Jefferson out of St. Maarten
and get him medical treatment.
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