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Leading Presidential
Candidates To Participate In
Historic Forum On LGBT And

HIV/AIDS Issues

Presidential candidates John Edwards, Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama to
appear in HRCF and LOGO LGBT forum. See story below,

LOS ANGELES - Logo and the Human
Rights Campaign Foundation (HRCF)
announced they will co-present an
historic televised forum on issues of
importance to the Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT)
community

The one-hour event will be
held on August 9, 9:00 p.m. (Eastern),
6:00 p.m. (Pacific) before a studio
audience and broadcast live, without
commercial interruption, exclusively
on Logo’s 24/7 cable television
channel as well as through live
streaming video at LOGOonline.com.

This event, which marks the
first time in history the major
presidential candidates will address a
live LGBT television audience.

Candidates currently agreed
(as of press time of this release)to
participate in the forum and share
their views with the LGBT community
are, in alphabetical order, Hillary
Clinton John Edwards and Barack
Obama.

The candidates will appear
sequentially and engage in conversa-
tion with co-panelists Melissa
Etheridge, performer and advocate,
and Joe Solmonese, president of
HRCF.

The panelists plan to cover a
range of issues including relationship
recognition, marriage equality, work-
place fairness, the military, hate
crimes, HIV/AIDS and other important
issues.

“‘In the 2008 presidential
election, issues of concern to the
LGBT community have already been

at the forefront of the national conversa-
tion,” said Joe Solmonese, President of
the Human Rights Campaign Founda-
tion. “From the repeal of “Don’t ask,
Don’t Tell” to the recent signing of a civil
unions bill in New Hampshire, there is
no doubt that voters will demand
answers to important questions affect-
ing our community.”

“We’re honored to give the
presidential candidates an historic
opportunity to share their views directly
with the LGBT audience,” said Brian
Graden, President, Entertainment, MTV
Networks Music Group, and President,
Logo.

The forum will include signifi-
cant online components at
LOGOonline.com and HRC.org, includ-
ing online question submission.

HRCF and Logo has invited the
leading Democratic and Republican
candidates to participate in the forum.

Confirmation
Hearing Set For
Controversial
Surgeon General

Nominee
WASHINGTON, D.C. (Observer Up-
date) - President Bush’s nominee for
Surgeon General is expected to face
tough questioning when he appears ata
Senate confirmation hearing over anti-
Gay remarks he has made. Dr. James
Holsinger, an MD and professor at the
University of Kentucky, is a former head
of Health and Family Services in
Kentucky. In addition to his medical
degree he holds an MA in biblical

Continued on Page Thirteen

Persecuted Gays And Lesbians
Seek Refuge In United States

WASHINGTON, D.C. - One night in 2003,
on the wintry streets of Kosovo, a group of
thugs stalked and beat Gramoz Prestreshi
almost to death, washingtonpost.com
reported (July 10). Police in the war-
scarred Balkan province laughed and
called him names. The emergency room
workers made him mop up his own blood.
It was a sordid but hardly unusual episode
in the hostile environment homosexuals
encounter in societies of all kinds.

Unlike many such victims, though,
Prestreshi kept his wits about him. He had
photographs taken of his injuries. He
complained to the press and clipped every
article. When his family disowned him, he
joined a Gay rights organization and slept
in its office. This spring, his determination
bore unexpected fruit, and Prestreshi was
accepted as a legal refugee in the United
States. He now lives in the District.

‘I am happy because | don’t have
to live like a prisoner anymore in a society
where no one is allowed to be different,”
said Prestreshi, a slight, nervous man of
22, who won his asylum case with help
from Whitman-Walker Clinicin the District.
“But | can never forget what happened. It
hurt when the police called us ‘faggots.’ It
hurt when my parents screamed and beat
me after they found out. It still hurts.”

Harassment and abuse of Gay
men and Lesbians is becoming increas-
ingly accepted as grounds for legal asylum
in the United States, even at a time of
conservative judicial activism, fear about
HIV/AIDS transmission and increased
scrutiny of asylum seekers. The govern-
ment does not disclose a breakdown of
reasons for granting asylum petitions, but
legal advocacy groups in several major
U.S. cities said they have won dozens of
cases.

Homosexuality, once a de facto
condition for barring foreigners from
entering the country, is now officially
recognized by the U.S. government as a
category that might subject individuals to
persecution in their homeland, just as if
they were political dissidents in a
dictatorship or religious minority members
in a theocracy.

But although petitioning for asy-
lum on the basis of sexual orientation has
become far easier since 1994, when then-
Attorney General Janet Reno ordered that
a groundbreaking case involving a Gay
Cuban refugee be viewed as a legal
precedent, such asylum cases are still
extremely difficult to win, according to
lawyers in Washington and elsewhere.

Onereasonis that applicants face
multiple burdens of proof. They must
demonstrate that they were abused or
harassed by authorities, not merely by
angry relatives or drunken hooligans, or
that the authorities failed to protect them.
They must also prove that they were
abused because they are homosexual —
and thus prove that they are, in fact, Gay.

Raul Calderon, 40, the ex-soldier
from Colombia, said he was raped as a
recruit of 15 but commanded by officers
who constantly exhorted the troops “not to
act like women.” In an atmosphere of civil

war militarism, he said, he felt
equally threatened by the guerril-
las, the armed forces and members
of the right-wing squads who called
themselves social cleansing com-
mittees. “To them, people like me
were filth,” he said.

Often, Pilcher and others
said, foreigners living in the United
States who have possible grounds
for asylum on the basis of sexual
orientation are afraid to come
forward or unaware that there is a
one-year deadline to apply.

Even in societies with
freewheeling, tolerant urban cul-
tures, homosexuals can be ha-
rassed to the point of seeking
refuge abroad. Brazil, for example,
has a huge population of Gays and
transvestites, and last month’s
annual Gay pride festival in Sao
Paolo drew 3 million people,
according to Gay Life, a Baltimore
newspaper.

Yet J.C., a District man
from Rio de Janeiro who spoke on
condition he not be further identi-
fied, won his asylum petition in
2001 after proving that he had been
repeatedly beaten and abused by
powerful, armed street gangs in his
hillside slum, known as a favela,
and that the local police force had
failed to protect him.

Fear of AIDS is another
frequent factor in public and private
harassment of homosexuals
abroad. A doctor from Venezuela,
who treated people with HIV and
AIDS there and championed their
cause within his profession, was
granted asylum this year after
being kidnapped, beaten and sexu-
ally humiliated by a police squad.

‘I was lucky because |
could prove my case, because |
speak good English and have a
useful profession,” said the man, a
D.C. resident who spoke on
condition he not be identified
because he does not want to
jeopardize his job as a U.S.
government medical researcher. “A
lot of people don’t have winnable
cases, butthey are living desperate
lives.”

Ironically, experts said, it
might be harder for homosexuals to
win asylum claims on grounds of
sexual orientation if they come from
countries with dictatorial govern-
ments that repress a variety of
people. Victoria Neilson, legal
director of a private New York
agency called Immigration Equal-
ity, said that seeking asylum from a
country with a great deal of violence
might work against a Gay applicant.

“We have cases from all
over the world, but sometimes
people who come from the scariest
countries have the hardest time
proving their case,” said Neilson,

Continued on Page Two
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SAGA Speakers
Bureau Training
July 21

TUCSON (Observer Update) - The
Southern Arizona Gender Alliance
(SAGA) is in need of trained speakers
to represent transgender identities and
concerns to a wide variety of audi-
ences. SAGA has dozens of speaking
engagements per year, and that
number is increasing steadily. The
next training session will take place
Saturday, July 21, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. at Wingspan, 425 E. 7" St., in the
Anzaldua Room.

High professional standards
are maintained for all of our presenters
and thus training for anyone volunteer-
ing to speak on behalf of SAGA or to
participate on Trans/LGBT panels
through SAGA, Wingspan, and other
venues is required. This training is also
an excellent opportunity for allies to
learn more about speaking on
Transgender issues. You do not need
prior speaking experience, only the
desire to learn. If you have been
through the SAGA training before, this
is an opportunity to see the new and
updated presentation materials and to
learn to be a facilitator for next year’s
round of presentations. Prior to the
training, please prepare a personal
biography (your “story”) to present. It
should be no more than 15 minutes in
length, but five and ten minutes is
better. It would also be helpful to know
your availability schedule to help us
match presenters with future speaking
engagements.

Please RSVP so they know
how many packets to prepare. For
more information or to sign up, call
Michael (520) 624-1779, ext. 17, or
email speakers@sagatucson.org.

Community Forum On
Adoption, July 22

TUCSON (Observer Update) - Join
Rainbow Families at Wingspan on
National Parent’s Day, Sunday, July
22,2-4:00 p.m. atWingspan,425E. 7t
St., as they discuss adoption and the
LGBT Community.

There will be a panel presenta-
tion of LGBT who have adopted
children, children who grew up with
LGBT families, and agencies in
Southern Arizona who want LGBT

people as foster and foster-adopt
parents.

For more information, contact
Cathy (520) 624-1779 or email:
cathy@wingspan.org.

Rainbow Legends In
Tucson, July 16

TUCSON - Rainbow Legends is a
publishing company dedicated to
touching the world with stories from the
LGBT Community.

They are convinced that the
greatest contribution we can make as a
company is to tell our important,
incredible stories...our true stories
about real Lesbians, Gays, Bisexuals,
and Transgender people who by their
very Queer existence make the world a
better place!! Rainbow Legends be-
lieve the time has come for us as LGBT
people to take our true place in history,
our true place in life...to be celebrated
for the colorful, brilliant, magnificent
people we are, and are looking for
uplifting, inspiring stories about our
community. All Up-Coming Releases
are a collection of short stories about
the following:

Coming-Out, Stories of Faith,
Miracles, Overcoming Obstacles, Love
Stories, Acts of Love (Volunteerism),
Acts of Courage (Activism), Rainbow
Champions (Heroic People within the
LGBT Community), Raising Rainbow
Families, The Voices of Our Children
(Anyone between 5 to 18 yrs sharing
their stories about being raised by a
LGBT parent(s)), With Love, Mom and
Dad (A collection of stories from
parents about their relationship with
their LGBT son or daughter), With
Love, Your Sister (stories from sisters
about their relationship with their LGBT
brother or sister), With Love, Your
Brother (stories from brothers about
their relationship with their LGBT
brother or sister), With Love, Your
Friend (stories from friends of some-
one in the LGBT Community).

Rainbow Legends will be in
Tucson, Monday, July 16, 3:00 to 6:30
p.m. at Wingspan, 425 E. 7" St. For
more information, contact Amanda
Cascio, (816) 560-3395,
amanda@rainbowlegends.com.

EighthAnnual
Sidewinders - TIHAN

Baseball Benefit,
July 29

TUCSON (Observer Update) - The
Eighth Annual Tucson Sidewinders
Baseball Game to benefit TIHAN is
coming up on Sunday, July 29, 6:00
p.m., gates opening at 5:30 p.m.

Come out and enjoy “the boys
of summer’ as the 2006 Triple-A
Baseball Champion Sidewinders play
the Albuquerque Isotopes. Admission
includes a ticket to the game,
hamburgers/hot dogs and all the
fixings, sodas, and support of TIHAN
(part of each ticket is a tax-deductible
donation to TIHAN).

Enjoy limited press-box seat-
ing or open air seating at the ballpark.
Tickets are $30 in advance or $35 at
the door, and are now on sale at the
TIHAN office (520) 299-6647, and
credit card orders can be taken by
phone..

Persecuted Gays
And Lesbians Seek
Refuge In U.S.

Continued from Page One

whose office currently represents
asylum seekers from 26 countries
including Albania, Indonesia, Jamaica,
Turkmenistan and Zimbabwe. “If you
come from lIraq, where nobody feels
safe, it is hard to show why you would
be singled out,” she said.

In one recent groundbreaking
case, a Lesbian from Uganda won U.S.
asylum after her family had a stranger
rape her as a “cure” for being Gay.
Neilson said the woman’s petition was
rejected initially because the abuse
had been carried out in private, but an
appeals court in Minnesota reversed
that decision and approved her claim,
noting that conditions in Uganda were
so hostile that she could not seek
protection from the state.

Often, even in countries where
legal help is available theoretically,
social hostility to homosexuals can
overshadow their formal rights. Kosovo,
for example, is governed under a
postwar U.N. mandate. It has laws
banning discrimination against people
on the basis of sexual orientation and
has an active, liberal press.

None of that, however, was
enough to protect Prestreshi or his
friend Korab Zuka, 23, who fled to the
United States this spring and is
awaiting an asylum hearing. Zuka was
a leader of the fledgling Gay rights
movement in Pristina, and he was
featured last year in a British Gay
magazine article called “Europe’s
Hidden Homos.”

Zuka said his public profile led
to unbearable pressure and a series of
threats. He said he repeatedly called
the Kosovo police, who shrugged off
his complaints.

“It was very frightening to live
there as a Gay person,” Zuka said
during a recent interview at Whitman-
Walker. “You always had the fear that
someone would come up and kill you.
At least here | can walk down the street
without looking around to see who is
behind me.”
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LOS ANGELES - Democratic presi-
dential hopeful Bill Richardson has
apologized for using a Spanish-
language slur for Gay people, even as
he suggested it smacked of politics
that news of his “maricon” moment is
surfacing now, more than a year later,
reported Karen Ocamb and Chris Crain
on Gaynewswatch.com.

The New Mexico governor
used the term as part of a joke
instigated by talk show host Don Imus
during a March 29, 2006, segment of
his “Imus in the Morning” syndicated
radio program, simulcast on MSNBC.
Almost exactly one year before Imus
was to lose his show for using a slur to
describe the Rutger's women’s basket-
ball team, the shock jock used the
Spanish word “maricon” in an on-air
exchange with Richardson.

“Bernard on the staff here has
been claiming you’re not really His-
panic so— that you're just claiming that
for some sort of advantage or
something,” Imus said to Richardson,
tongue clearly in cheek. “You can just
answer this yes or no and this will
answer that question. Would you agree
that Bernard is a maricon?” Without
missing a beat, Richardson replied in
Spanish, “Yo creo que Bernardo, si —
es un maricon si él piensa que yo no
soy hispano. [General laughter] Was
that good enough or what? [General
laughter]” “That’s good enough for me,”
Imus replied.

Most Gay Latinos interviewed
for this story agreed with the Gay &
Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation
that the word “maricon” means “faggot”
in Spanish. So, translated to English,
Richardson had replied: “I believe that
Bernard, yes - he’s a faggot if he thinks
that | am not Hispanic.”
news of

One vyear later,

JULY 11, 2007

Richardson Sorry For ‘Maricon” Moment

Democratic presidential hopeful, New Mexico Governor Bill Richardson

Richardson’s “maricon” moment comes
as he has relied on his strong record on
Gay rights to reach out to Gay
Democrats for money, support and
votes in his presidential campaign.

Sixteen months ago,
Richardson’s Imus appearance flew
under the media radar, and the
Democrat has never publicly acknowl-
edged or apologized for using the
word. That has bothered Denver,
Colo.-based Christopher Hubble, a
member of the spiritual activist group
Soulforce and a blogger.

Hubble was listening to the
Imus show that morning, and afterward
alerted Shana Naomi Krochmal, then

GLAAD’s media strategist for the
Southwest region. “| was shocked that
an elected official would think he could
use a derogatory epithet simply
because he is speaking Spanish and is
perhaps assuming we don’t under-
stand what he is saying,” Hubble wrote
later in an email describing his reaction
at the time.

Krochmal told Hubble she
would pass the email along to Monica
Taher and Carlos Macias, GLAAD’s
“excellent Spanish-language media
advocates.” Taherwould say laterin an
interview for this story that another
GLAAD employee decided instead to
go to Equality New Mexico with the
information. “The statewide organiza-
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tion [in New Mexico] asked us not to
contact [Richardson] because that
would jeopardize the domestic partner-
ship bill that the governor was
supporting and working on at that
time,” Taher said.

Alexis Blizman, executive di-
rector of Equality New Mexico (EQNM),
acknowledged that she asked GLAAD
not to “go after” Richardson because of
his strong Gay rights record, but said
the domestic partnership bill was not
under consideration at the time.
Blizman said that Richardson called
her shortly after the Imus interview to
apologize for using the word. “First of
all, it’s not like he just said it out of the
blue. Don Imus baited him,” Blizman
said. “The governor, unfortunately,
took the bait and responded by
repeating the word. It was a joking little
ramp up, and unfortunately he didn’t
think about it before he said it. “But he
realized as soon as he said it that he
was wrong, and he felt very badly about
it,” Blizman continued. “The governor
actually called me personally to
apologize and give his explanation. He
was very clear about [saying], ‘I did not
mean to use thatterm orto hurt people.’
| did explain to him that the translation
is often considered ‘faggot’ -thatit’'s not
a word that should ever be used, that it
was insulting and it was hurtful,” she
added.

Asked if she thought
Richardson would have taken the bait if
Imus had used the “N-word,” Blizman
said, “Probably not. Part of my
conversation with him — he’s from a
different generation and you know,
that’s still not the best answer, but he’d
never heard it translated as that, as
‘faggot.’ He said ‘effeminate’ — which, |
obviously pointed out, was also not
appropriate. And he agreed and he

Continued on Page Seven
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Visit our Back Pocket Patio Bar —
Tucson’s Alternative

Wednesday Nights
Underwear Night is Back
$1.00 off drinks for those who
Participate.
Friday July 13th
July Birthday Party, Cake and
Champagne toast
Saturday July 14th
Enjoy live Jazz with Danny Krieger
On the Back Pocket Patio Bar
Sunday July 15th
DRAG BINGO 8pm
Every Sundag
Tucson’s Best All Day Party
Brunch 11:30-2:30
Patio Bar Opens at 2pm
Beer Bust 27pm
BBQ 59pm
Karaoke with Michael D 9pm

3710 N. Oracle Road 292.6702
WWW.myspace.com/4mywoodys
WWW.mywoodysaz.com
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Tucson Commission On GLBT
Issues Meeting, July 17

TUCSON - Tucson’s Commission on
GLBT Issues will be holding their
monthly meeting, Tuesday, July 17,
5:30 p.m. at the EOO Conference
Room, 100 N. Stone, first floor.

The Commission acts as the
official advisory body to the Tucson
Mayor and City Council on GLBT
issues. Italso: responds in an effective
and timely manner to GLBT issues that
may arise in the City; examines local
policies and practices in the areas of
employment, business education, hous-
ing, social services, health and mental
health and recreation as they affect or
relate to GLBT people in the City and to
recommend changes as appropriate;
reviews and make recommendations
on proposed local, state and federal
legislation affecting GLBT people,
prromotes educational activities and
events related to GLBT issues; con-
ducts, promote, and facilitate commu-
nity forums to educate the community
about GLBT issues and concerns;
collaborates with the Human Relations
and other City Commissions; serves as
a liaison between the Mayor and
Council and the education community
regarding the needs and rights of the
GLBT community and addresses other
GLBT issues as requested by the

Mayor and Council.

The mission of this commis-
sion is to foster conditions that
promote the welfare of GLBT people
of metropolitan Tucson, Arizona
through education, advocacy and
collaborative and advisory relation-
ships with government, community
organizations, businesses and indi-
viduals.

The Tucson Commission on
Gay Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender Issues complies with
open meeting laws. Please remember
thatthe GLBT Commission, under the
open meeting laws cannot discuss or
take other action on a matter raised at
a meeting, unless that matter is on the
posted agenda for discussion or
action. However, you may raise a
matter to the Commission, and may
request follow up attention from the
Commission, including placement on
a future agenda or follow up action
from a subcommittee of the commis-
sion.

For more information, call the
City Clerk’s office, (520) 791-4213 or
go online to:
tucsonglbtcommission.org.

U.K. Schools Told To Be Tough
On Homophobia

LONDON - Teachers who ignore the
casual use of “Gay” and “queer” among
students are promoting the homopho-
bic bullying that has become prevalent
in U.K .schools, a government minister
said Thursday (July 5), according to
The [London] Times, reported
advocate.com. Speaking to the U.K.
Gay rights organization Stonewall,
Kevin Brennan, the recently installed
children’s minister, said faculty mem-
bers have an obligation to end the use
of homophobic language that is sup-
posedly “harmless banter,” reported
The Times.

His comments came after the
release of a study from the Schools
Health Education Unit that suggests
nearly half of British teachers disregard
the use of homophobic language.
According to The Times, Brennan
believes that such language should be
addressed in the same manner as
racist slurs. “To ignore this problemis to
collude in it. Turning a blind eye to
casual name-calling, looking the other
way because it is the easy option, is not
acceptable—not only because it is
disrespectful and hurtful but because it
is often the precursor to more serious

bullying. We need to create a culture
where homophobic bullying is as
unthinkable as racist bullying,” the
newspaper quoted Brennan as say-
ing. He was particularly adamant
about the use of “Gay” as a synonym
for “bad,” which he says contributes to
an environment which can be hostile
to LGBT students.

Brennan told The Times that
the British government is in the
process of developing a new curricu-
lum “so that children and young
people are taught about the impor-
tance of equality and diversity in ways
that are appropriate to their age.” He
hopes schools will take a lead role in
increasing tolerance among U.K.
citizens. Research commissioned by
Stonewall finds that homophobic
bullying is a widespread problem in
U.K. schools. Nearly two thirds of
LGBT students in secondary school—
or 150,000 young people—have been
the victims of disparaging remarks. In
parochial schools this proportion rises
to three quarters. Thirty percent of
LGBT students reported that adults—
both faculty and staff-have contrib-
uted to the use of homophobic slurs.
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TUCSON'S ONLY MEN'S BAR SINCE 1991
BOOZIN, CRUISIN & GROOVIN

Martini Monday 4 pm to 8 pm
Margarita Wednesday 4 pm to 8 pm

Beertust Sat & Sun 3 pm o 7 pm
Burgerbust Sun pm o 7 pm

GULY'S

RED LIGHT DISTRICT

EVERY

Fri Sat— 7 to Close
SOMETHING'S Al.WAYS HAPPENING

Open Mon Sat 9 m Sun 10 am

1239 N. 6th Ave. Tucson, AZ 85705 (520) 882-8224

Ken ELDER
BEEALTOR®
www_longrealty com'kena

...-l-'"".""'-—-...,

REALTY
COMPANY
DIRECT {520) 918-4830
FAX (520) 296-6033
TOLL FREE {B00) 279-5664
EMAIL ke @ longrealty com

410 E TANJUE VERDE = TUCSDN, AZ B5T1G
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COMMENTARY. ...

Finding The Father,
But Losing The Facts

By Wayne Besen

Charlene Cothran (Venus
magazine) and Michael Glatze (Young
Gay America magazine editor) were
Gay niche publishers who discovered
that peddling fiction is much juicer (and
potentially more profitable) than selling
straight news on Gay life. The newly
minted “ex-Gay” stars tell us they have
seen the light - unfortunately, it appears
to be the spotlight - as they now parade
themselves in the Christian media,
pawning their terrific tales of transfor-
mation. Cothran and Glatze explain that
they are simply offering a small
snapshot of their new lives, but it sure
seems like a full-blown photo shoot.

Interestingly, both Cothran and
Glatze found God and renounced
homosexuality shortly after they split up
from what they once considered their
spouses. In a sense, it seems like these
break-ups caused nervous breakdowns
where the embittered party tried to
punish an “ex” by becoming ex-Gay.
Cothran’s conversion occurred after
she split up with her life-partner of ten
years. The divorce hurt so badly that
Cothran remained celibate for three
years - hoping that they would
eventually reconcile. When the relation-
ship was finally on its deathbed, the
former Venus publisher became born
again. How convenient. Meanwhile,
Glatze moved from San Francisco to
Halifax, Canadain 2004 with his partner
to start a family, according to “Weird Nut
Daily,” a right wing publication. His
conversion happened after a pro-Gay
speech he delivered at Harvard in 2005
- meaning that that he and his husband
likely split within months of his
miraculous makeover.

Instead of checking out poten-
tial new dates, Cothran and Glatze
simply checked out, found Jesus, and
blamed their personal failures on
homosexuality. Whereas most people
handle getting dumped by drinking at
the bar, those susceptible to the ex-Gay
myth simply drink the right wing Kool-
Aid. They drown their pain in prayer and
their sorrow in Scripture, while rational-
izing that if they quit love, they will never
hurt so badly again.

Unfortunately, the opposite of
homosexuality is not heterosexuality for
ex-Gays - it is a lifetime of loneliness,
despair and celibacy.

“l am physically attracted to the
spirit of Christ right now,” Cothran said
in an interview with the online website
Clay Cane. “l would say after 29 years of
walking in the sin of Lesbianism that if
the devil were going to try and tempt me
that he’s probably not going to send a
football player, if you will, because that
didn’t do it for me. You follow me?”

Yeah, we do follow you - you
are a re-closeted Lesbian who has
given up sex, hardly an accomplish-
ment or meriting a toxic appearance on
Rev. Pat Robertson’s 700 Club.

Likewise, Glatze suggests that
he isn't having any luck with the
opposite sex either. “Healing from the
sins of the world will not happen in an
instant, but, it will happen,” he said.

Actually, if ex-Gay history is any
indication, it won’t happen, and Glatze
will be quite disillusioned when the
promises of “healing” turn out to be an
illusion.

Ironically, the new
spokespeople can’t even agree on the
nature of homosexuality. Glatze glibly
dismisses the love of countless people
as “lust-based.” Cothran, on the other

hand, diverges from this viewpoint by
saying that, “it’'s not all about sex. | say
that in every interview heterosexuals
have this view that it’s all about sex,
no, it's not.” (However, she does
believe being Gay is the work of the
Devil)

Equally vacuous is the shal-
low reason Glatze offers for his
homosexuality - suggesting he was
Gay because his parents died before
he was 20. | happened to have had
lunch with my parents this afternoon.
Guess what, I'm still Gay and so are
many other people who grew up in
traditional settings. Glatze also con-
demns his life as a Gay man because
of “the darkest days of late-night
parties, substance abuse.”

And, | suppose, Gay people
built all those meth labs dotting the
Midwest. Part of right wing dogma
holds that when a straight person
snorts a line it is a personal sin.
However, when a Gay person does
the exact same thing, itis a communal
sin and part of a “lifestyle.”

Meanwhile, Cothran does not
confine her newfound intolerance to
the GLBT community.

‘Il know many Muslims, who
were firm out what they believe, but
gotsick and was given six months...but
faced death’s door and suddenly they
pushed that Muslim stuff to the side
and said - what must | do to be saved!”
Yeah, right. We all know “many”
Muslims facing mortality who turn to
Jesus at the last moment. Where does
Cothran hang out, the Muslim hos-
pice? What is it about so-called ex-
Gays that when they find the Father,
they lose the facts?

While Cothran and Glatze
claim to be washing away their sins, it
seems more like brainwashing or a
deliberate attempt to strike out at
those who hurt them. Whatever their
true reasons - judging by the number
of cameras following them around, |
suspect that both already feel like they
are in heaven.

(Wayne Besen is an author,
activist, columnist and public
speaker. This article is reprinted
from 365Gay.com.)
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apologized. “Blitzman argued that
Richardson’s use of the term should be
considered in the context of his record
on LGBT rights, which include passage
of statewide workplace protections and
hate crime legislation, as well as
domestic partner benefits for state
employees. “But the reality is,” Blizman
continued, “there are people out there
who use these terms with all sorts of
malice and intending to..[be] harmful to
our community. | didn’t feel, in spite of
the fact that we certainly agreed that it
was a mistake, that it was worth really
going after him when he’s been so
good on our issues and when he
clearly did not mean it with any malice.”

EQNM lobbyist Linda Siegle,
who has known Richardson for 20
years, added that Richardson has a
number of Gay and Lesbian appoin-
tees, including one cabinet secretary.
Blizman drafted a statement at the time
supporting Richardson, but she never
released it, neither GLAAD nor EQNM
ever returned to the issue, and
Richardson never made public his
personal apology to Blizman. The
governor had an opportunity to do so,
almost exactly one year after the Imus
appearance, when he was the keynote
speaker at the Human Rights
Campaign’s black-tie dinner in Los
Angeles on March 27. He used the
occasion to blast conservative colum-
nist Ann Coulter, who was embroiled in
a controversy of her own for jokingly
calling presidential candidate John
Edwards a “faggot.” “This country is
tired of the politics of hatred and
division,” Richardson said then. “What
we need in this country is someone
who can bring us together. And we are
fed up, we are fed up with Karl Rove’s
machinations, and Ann Coulter’s igno-
rant epithets. Actually, we're fed up
with Ann Coulter, period!” Richardson’s
comments echoed those of Demo-
cratic Party leader Howard Dean, who
called Coulter’s use of “faggot,” evenin
an attempt at humor as “out of bounds.”
“There is no place in political discourse
for this kind of hate-filled and bigoted
comments,” Dean said then.

News of Richardson’s March
2006 appearance on the Imus show
surfaced shortly after that HRC event.
Imus had lost his job for calling the
Rutgers women “nappy-headed hos,”
and GLAAD had made headlines
challenging “Grey’s Anatomy” actor
Isaiah Washington for using the word
“faggot” in an on-set dust-up with
another actor and again in front of the
media after the Golden Globes.
GLAAD was also more aggressively
challenging the use of “maricén” in
Spanish-language media. The memory
of Richardson’s Imus appearance
stuck with Hubble, who decided to try
raising it again when former Washing-
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ton Blade editor Chris Crain’s wrote
approvingly of the Democrat's Gay
rights record on his Citizen Crain blog.
Hubble warned Crain by email about
the “maricén” skeleton in Richardson’s
closet. “I would have thought that
Governor Richardson might see the
reasonableness of holding himself to a
higher standard of decorum and
consider apologizing,” Hubble wrote
then.

Hubble also asked a friend to
inform Media Matters for America
about the Imus appearance, and
although Media Matters located an
MSNBC clip of the exchange between
Richardson and Imus and posted it
online, the watchdog group took no
additional action. Now, asked about
using the word more than a year later,
Richardson issued a statement that
apologizes while at the same time
questioning why the issue had come
up so long after the fact. “l would never
knowingly say or do anything to hurt
the GLBT community — a community
that | have worked hard for and
supported my entire career,” the
statement says. “In the Spanish | grew
up speaking, the term means simply
‘Gay,” not positive or negative. It has
been brought to my attention that the
word also has a hurtful or derogatory
connotation, which was never my
intent. If | offended anybody, I'm sorry.”

Richardson also asked that his
“maricon” moment be considered in
context of a longer Gay rights record.
“My record on GLBT issues speaks for
itself. | have certainly done more to
help and support the GLBT community
than any other presidential candidate,
and more than most other politicians.
The timing of this smacks of politics — it
comes as | am gaining momentum and
moving up in the polls.” Indeed,
Richardson recently received a bump
in press coverage when second-
quarter fundraising reports showed
him in a strong fourth position among
the eight Democratic presidential
candidates. He reported raising $7
million during the period, just $2 million
behind Edwards. lllinois Sen. Barack
Obama reported raising $32.5 million
from 258,000 contributors, and New
York Sen. Hillary Clinton raised $27
million.

Despite Richardson’s suspi-
cions, however, the story’s timing is not
the result of political shenanigans.
Hubble, who identifies himself as a
“‘queer independent,” said his com-
plaint was never politically motivated,
and he has not picked a presidential
candidate. No one connected with this
article has been contacted by a
Richardson rival. As for Richardson’s
understanding of “maricon,” which
varied from “effeminate” in his per-
sonal apology to Blizman to “simply

Gay” in his statement this week, one
online Spanish dictionary confirms both
definitions, while making clear they are
both derogatory.

A loose translation of the three
definitions  for  “maricon” in
diccionarios.com are: (1) a man who
has gestures and attitudes that are
considered those of women; (2) a man
who feels sexual attraction towards
other men; (3) a person who has bad
intentions and fights with others to
annoy, bother and damage them — akin
to what English-speaking Gays might
refer to as a “bitchy queen.” All three
definitions are prefaced with the slug
‘mal. desp.,” identifying the word as
offensive and disparaging.

In GLAAD’s scrutiny of Span-
ish-language media, the Gay media
watchdog has also been clear that
“maricon” is the equivalent of “faggot.”
In one press release, Taher referred to
“maricon” as a “derogatory slur” that is
“vulgar, defamatory and unacceptable.”
California Assembly Speaker Fabian
Nunez, the state’s highest ranking
elected Latino, agrees. Asked last
week at an Access Now for Gay &
Lesbian Equality (ANGLE) event in his
honor what he thought about
Richardson’s use of the word “maricon,”
Nunez said it was “unfortunate.” “It’s not
a word that anybody ought to be using
in a negative reference,” said Nunez,
who is supporting Clinton in the
Democratic primary. “l think Governor
Richardson maybe misspoke, but it's
certainly something that he should
clarify because there are too many
people in our communities throughout
this country that are offended by that
type of language. | being one of them.
“Obviously, | consider him a good
person, a responsible governor, a good
public servant. It's not fitting of a Bill
Richardson,” Nunez said.

GLAAD Executive Director Neil
Giuliano echoed that view, and said if
the Imus incident happened today, after
the controversies involving Coulter and
Washington, his organization would
handle it differently. “Given today’s
heightened awareness, and especially
given [Richardson] is now a candidate
for a national office, unlike in 2006, if
such [a thing] happened today with the
governor or any other candidate, we
would consult with the local/statewide
LGBT leadership, as we always prefer
to do, but would not fully cede the
management and handling of the issue
as we did in this incident,” Giuliano
said. “And we would demand an
apology,” he added.

Two prominent Gays who have
praised Richardson on Gay issues had
differing reactions to news of the
governor’s Imus slip.
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West Hollywood Mayor Pro
Tem Jeff Prang, who is on the
Richardson for President Steering
Committee, said he was “disap-
pointed” in Richardson’s “unfortunate”
use of the word “maricon,” while also
noting he was “baited” by Imus.
Overall, however, Prang was willing to
look beyond the slur. “While | do not
condone the governor’s poor choice of
words on the Imus show, itis important
to weigh them in context with his
overall support and advocacy for the
LGBT community, which is consider-
able,” Prang said. “[He] has apolo-
gized, and | accept his explanation.
Clearly, his consistent and strong
actions in support for the LGBT
community demonstrate that he is the
best candidate for the LGBT commu-
nity in the Democratic primary.”

John A. Perez, a Gay labor
leader and longtime member of the
Democratic National Committee, has
not yet endorsed anyone in the party’s
presidential primary but sat next to
Prang on the stage in Los Angeles
when Richardson officially announced
his candidacy earlier this year. He was
less forgiving. “It’'s incredibly upset-
ting, and | guess, more than upsetting,
it's disappointing that somebody who
has had as good a track record on
LGBT issues as Bill Richardson would
feel comfortable succumbing to any
pressure from anybody to use a word
that is as inflammatory as that,” Perez
said. “It's instructive of where we are
still in this country that if a candidate
was asked to use a derogatory term on
the basis of race, they would never do
it. That somebody, regardless of the
level of prodding, would stoop to using
that word — makes me question their
judgment as they deal with issues that
are soimportant to our community. The
other issue that's further upsetting
about this is — in the LGBT community
we struggle with the issue of race,”
Perez continued. “Not only can
[Richardson] be seen to give permis-
sion to people to use the word, but it
can also reinforce in other people’s
minds the sense of a greater degree of
intolerance in the Latino community, a
sense of a greater degree of homopho-
bia. “When you have the national
presence of somebody like Bill
Richardson making a comment like
this, it serves to divide communities,
not just individuals.”
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Favorite Books Of The New
Queerlenium: D

TUCSON (Observer Update) - It's an
exciting time for GLBT-themed pub-
lishing. More and more books reflect-
ing the strength, experience and
vision of GLBT people appear on the
shelves of book stores and libraries.
We on the Pima County Public
Library’s GLBT Services Committee
are proud to offer our favorite recent
books that are by and about GLBT
people. We hope this offering inspires
you to read one or more of these
marvelous books.

Danish Girl by David
Ebershoff (Viking, 2000) - Greta and
Einar Wegener are artists living in
1925 Copenhagen. He paints small,
dark pictures of the Danish bogs of his
childhood and she paints larger than
life portraits of opera singers and bank
presidents. Greta is a large young
woman from California, full of energy
and determination. Einar is small,
retiring and introspective. Einar’s
transformation begins when he agrees
to do a small favor for Greta, and
poses in a silk dress, stockings and
high-heeled shoes. Itisn’t long before
Einar starts to disappear and Lili takes
his place. After they move to Paris
they decide that a choice needs to be
made between Einar and Lili. Greta
discovers a doctor in Dresden who is
confident he can perform the surgery
needed for Lili to be whole. Inspired by
the true story of Einar Wegener, the
first man to undergo a sex-change
operation, Ebershoff has fashioned a
lyrical novel, drawing the reader into
this tender story of unconditional love
and the search for one’s true self.
(Laura Thomas Sullivan)

The Danish Girl is an en-
chanting and humane story of uncon-
ditional love, inspired by the true story
of Danish painter Einar Wegener and
his American-born artist wife, Greta.
Einar became the first man to undergo
a sex-change operation in 1930s
Denmark. He is encouraged by his
wife to follow her head and heart to
become the person she truly feels she
is, Lili. It is an unforgettable story of
love, transformation, and letting go.
(Gina Macaluso)

Days of Awe by Achy Obejas
(Ballantine Books, 2001) - This
inspired second novel by Cuban-born
journalist Obejas is a complex blend of
cultural influences. Born in Cuba as
Castro seized power, heroine
Alejandra and her parents escape to
Chicago, where her father works as a
linguist and translator. In adulthood
Ale, too, discovers her father’s love of
language, and works as an interpreter.
She returns to Cuba, brought back as
much by her ancestral demons as by
her work. There she makes surprising
discoveries: her sexuality blossoms in
the tropical heat, and she uncovers
her family’s secret Jewish past.
Bisexual, bilingual, bicultural, and
bireligious, Alejandra marvels at her
boundary-crossing life. (Terry
Nordbrock)

Delancey’s Way by James
McCourt (Alfred A. Knopf, 2000) - The
prankish McCourt calls his latest book
a novel, but the plot—about a Gay
newspaper reporter in Washington,
D.C., in the 1990s—is really a pretext
for his outrageous and witty observa-
tions on political society in our nation’s
capital. The author has a talent for
fashioning just the right phrase to
make any political figure—conserva-
tive or liberal—-appear as ridiculous as
he or she deserves. Wickedly funny
and entertaining, and chock full of
joking insider references to Gay
culture. (Chris Dashiell)

Dorian: An Imitation - by Will

Self (Grove, 2003) - Self’s updating of
the Oscar Wilde classic The Picture of
Dorian Gray turns the 19th century
parable into a rueful tragicomedy on
AIDS and its corresponding spiritual
malaise. In the modern version, video
artist Baz creates an art installation
featuring the nude figure of Dorian,
whose wish that the picture grow old
while he stays young comes true. After
Baz’s junkie ex-lover Henry infects the
artist's circle with AIDS, everyone
starts to die off except Dorian, whose
imperviousness to illness turns him
into a predatory sex Kkiller. The
narrative becomes a sort of under-
ground version of queer history, with
the author taking swipes at, among
other things, the complacency and
shallowness of white, well-off Gays,
and the corruption of a straight culture
that co-opts queer life for purposes of
commerce. The book has a tough,
bitter, deliberately provocative style,
with surprising notes of tenderness,
especially in its latter half, when
caustic satire gives way to mourning
and the hope of redemption. (Chris
Dashiell)

The GLBT Services Commit-
tee was established in 1997 to better
serve southern Arizona’s GLBT library
users. It seeks to fulfill this mission by
creating exciting programs such as
GLBT author visits, and through
participation at various outreach
events such as OUToberFEST and
Tucson’s annual Pride Parade. On a
daily basis we review, order and make
GLBT materials available for all PCPL
users, regardless of age, location or
sexual orientation. The Pima County
Public Library’s GLBT Services Com-
mittee is dedicated to upholding the
library’s Mission Statement as well as
the Library Users Bill of Rights for all of
our customers. PCPL is one of the few
public libraries in the country to have
an established GLBT Services Com-
mittee. For more information, visit
your local Pima County library or go
online to: tppl.org/community/glbt/
index.cfm.

Lesbian Admits To
Bigamy
In Civil Partner Case

LONDON - A British woman faces jail
in the first bigamy case since civil
partnerships became legal in the UK in
2004, 365Gay.com reported. The
Civil Partnership Act was passed in
2004 and went into effectin December
2005. It provides all of the rights and
obligations of marriage but without the
name. One of the provisions of the law
is that a person entering into a civil
partnership not already be married or
partnered.

Suzanne Mitchell pleaded
guilty to violating the law when she
falsely claimed she was single when
she entered into a civil partnership
with Caroline Beddows in February
last year. At the time Mitchell was still
married to a man. The marriage came
to light when the relationship with
Beddows soured. Mitchell’s civil part-
nership has since been terminated
and she is back living with her
husband.

Following her guilty plea,
Judge Robin Onions said he would
pronounce sentence next month after
he has received psychological reports
and sentencing recommendations
from the prosecutor and defense.
Some 18,000 couples have entered
into civil partnerships in the UK, with
the majority being Lesbian couples.
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Q-Politics 2008:
Senator Joe Biden

If indications hold up, Arizona
will join close to two dozen other
states (Super-Duper Tuesday) and
hold their 2008 presidential primary on
Tuesday, February 5, 2008 which
means that early voting (vote by mail)
would start in the state on Monday,
November 6, 2007.

With that in mind, this is the
first in a series on the announced (as
of press time) presidential candidates.
This election will be the first in 80
years in which there won’t be either an
incumbent president or the vice-
president running.

First elected to the U.S.
Senate from Delaware in 1972, Biden
is the chairman of the Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations and
the Judiciary Subcommittee on Crime.

This is Biden’s second run for
the presidency, he was a candidate for
the Democratic nomination in the
1988 presidential election but had to
drop out when it was revealed that
Biden had plagiarized passages from
other elected officials, including then
U.K. Labor party leader Neal Kinnock.

Biden supported President
George W. Bush’s second term
Bankruptcy Reform legislation, a
major piece of corporate welfare for
the highly profitable credit card
industry, at the expense of working
Americans. Grassroots Democrats
also criticize Senator Biden’s lack of
party discipline, such as his failure to
join his fellow Democrats in calling for
an investigation into the Jeff Gannon
scandal.

On issues of concern to the
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender
(LGBT) and HIV/AIDS communities:

Employment Non-Discrimina-
tion Act (ENDA) - Biden supports
ENDA, co-sponsoring the 2002 bill,
and has voted for the measure since
its first introduction in 1996. Biden
believes that federal employees in
legally recognized, committed rela-
tionships should not be discriminated
against on the basis of sexual
orientation.

HIV/AIDS prevention and
treatment - Biden co-sponsored legis-
lation to send $600 million in aid to
developing countries over the next two
years to fight HIV and AIDS in 2000.
Biden was a co-sponsor of the original
Ryan White Care Act and has
supported all reauthorization efforts.
Biden supports comprehensive and
age appropriate sex-education that
includes science-based prevention
methods.

Military ban (Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell) - Biden indicated that he believes
the privacy protections articulated in
the 2003 Lawrence v. Texas ruling,
which overturned that state’s sodomy
law - should be extended to those
serving in the military.

Hate crimes laws - supports
sexual orientation and Transgender-
inclusive hate crimes laws, Biden
voted in support in 2000 and 2002.
Biden is a co-sponsor of the Matthew
Shepard Local Law Enforcement Hate
Crimes Prevention Act of 2007.

Civil unions and domestic
partnerships - Biden is supportive but
did not co-sponsor Uniting Americans
Families Act (giving partnership rights
to bi-national couples). Biden sup-
ported protecting the District of
Columbia’s domestic partnership law
allowing unmarried couples, including
same-sex couples, to register as
domestic partners and encouraging
businesses in the District to provide
health and other benefits to partners.
Biden believes that committed adults
who are adopting should not be
discriminated against on the basis of
sexual orientation.

Same-sex marriage - Biden is
opposed but voted against the pro-
posed Federal Marriage and the
Marriage Protection amendments to
the U.S. Constitution in 2004 and
2006.

Biden’s presidential campaign
website is at joebiden.com. For more
information on other issues go
issues2000.org/Senate/
Joe_Biden.htm, ontheissues.org/
Joe_Biden.htm and vote-smart.org/
bio.php?can_id=S0150103.
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UPS To G/L Employees:
No Marriage, No Benefits

TRENTON, New Jersey - Despite a
New Jersey Supreme Court ruling that
same-sex couples must have the
same benefits as married couples,
and a state law creating civil unions to
comply with the ruling United Parcel
Service (UPS) says it will not provide
health and insurance benefits to the
civil unioned partners of its workers in
the state, 365Gay.com reported. UPS
says it isn’'t anti-Gay, pointing out it
already provides spousal benefits to
same-sex couples in Massachusetts
where Gay marriage is legal. But the
company says a civil union isn’t
marriage and under its union contracts
benefits are available only to legally
married couples.

The company policy came as
a shock to UPS employee Gabriael
Brazier who works for UPS in Toms
River, New Jersey. She had applied
for health benefits for partner Heather
Aurand and was turned down. “We
were supposed to be treated equally.
We should be treated equally,” Aurand
told the Star-Ledger. Another New
Jersey UPS worker, Tom Walton of
East Brunswick who had a civil union
with his partner Mermon Davis, also
was turned down for benefits. Walton
has been a driver for UPS for 14 years.
“It's upsetting,” Walton told the Star-
Ledger. “We were told this law was
going to give us the same benefits as
everybody else, even though they
weren’t calling it marriage. It just goes
to show when something is separate,
it's never equal.”

Last October the New Jersey
Supreme Court ruled same-sex
couples must have all the rights of
marriage. The Court gave the New
Jersey State Legislature 180 days to
act on the decision to grant same-sex
couples the rights and benefits
enjoyed by different-sex married
couples but left it up to the legislators
to decide whether to call it marriage or
civil unions. The legislature opted for
civil unions and the law went into
effect Feb. 19. Since then more than
1,000 same-sex couples have applied

for civil union licenses. UPS is the
latest in a growing number of
businesses in New Jersey refusing to
provide spousal benefits to the same-
sex partners of workers and LGBT
civil rights advocates say it is yet
another example of how the law, by
not using the term marriage, isn’t
working.

Last month a commission to
examine the effectiveness of the civil
union law, created when the legisla-
ture passed the bill, was told the law is
a failure. Garden State Equality, New
Jersey’s largest LGBT civil rights
organization, says it has received
nearly 150 complaints of companies
not abiding by the law. Nearly one in
eight couples who have had civil
unions have been turned down for
company benefits said Steven
Goldstein the head of Garden State
Equality. When completed the com-
mission will deliver its report to the
Legislature. It is generally expected
the report will call for the legalization
of same-sex marriage in New Jersey.
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TKO Celebrates 28 Years

L toR rear: Rob Nail, Activities Chairman; Chairman Thomas Leslie; Vice Chair-
man Tim Barth. Front: Hilary Madrid Treasurer; Karen Schlenvogt, Secretary

Recipients of the Chairman’s ‘Spirit Award’, LtoR: Hilary Madrid; Karen
Schlenvogt and Deb Waltman

JULY 11, 2007

WEEKLY OBSERVER

TKO Celebrates 28 Years

TUCSON - On Saturday July 7, the
Tucson Knight Owls - T.K.O.
celebrated their 28™ anniversary. The
celebration took place at the Yard Dog
Saloon,located on Stone Ave. Festivi-
ties included a potluck buffet, beer bust
and induction of new
officers:ChairmanThom Leslie,Vice
Chairman Tim Barth,SecretaryKaren
Schlevogt, TreasurerHilary Madrid, and
Activities Captain Rob Nail.

A Leather/Levi Social Organi-
zation, the Tucson Knight Owls was
founded on July 7 1979 in an after
hours club called the Tool Box which

was located in the MacArthur Hotel
Building on Toole Ave.

Just a few of many organiza-
tions T.K.O. has helped over the years
include Make-A-Wish-Foundation;
TIHAN; Southern Arizona AIDS Foun-
dation; Balboa Heights Children Cen-
ter, and the Salvation Army.

T.K.O. wishes to thank all who
have helped and contributed their
time, love and support over the past 28

years. We could not have done it
without you! Cheers to the next 28
years.

Study: ‘Self-Monitoring’ Helps
Reduce High-Risk Behavior
Among HIV-Positive

LOS ANGELES - A new study
indicates that ‘self-monitoring’ by
people who are HIV-positive is not only
an effective strategy but is inexpensive
and easy to implement, 365Gay.com
reported.

By having patients answer a
series of questions about their sexual
behavior while waiting for regularly
scheduled medical examinations, re-
searchers at the UCLA AIDS Institute
found that people living with HIV took
steps to change their behavior. The
study is published in the July issue of
the journal AIDS Care.

The questions brought up
issues patients often had not consid-
ered, said lead author Marguerita
Lightfoot, associate research psy-
chologist at the Semel Institute for
Neuroscience and Human Behavior at
UCLA.

‘In other studies, we often
heard participants say, ‘Oh, | never
really thought about my behavior like
that when they completed study
assessments,” she said.

“It appeared that by complet-
ing the self-assessments, people
reflected on their own behavior and
changed their behavior. It's very easy
to implement and very cost effective.”

The researchers surveyed 365
people living with HIV recruited from
community medical clinics and health
maintenance organizations. General
requirements were that they be at least
18 years old, speak English, provide
written informed consent, be free of
severe neuropsychological impair-
ments and psychosis, and not be
involved in any other HIV behavioral
intervention study.

Participants ranged in age
from 19 to 69, with a median age of 41.
Ninety-two percent were male, 70
percent were Gay and 13 percent were
Bisexual.

More than half were ethnic
minorities, with African Americans
accounting for 21 percent, Latinos 31
percent and other non-whites 7
percent. Eighty-eight percent were
high school graduates, and 62 percent
had completed at least one year of
college. Seventy-seven percent re-
ceived services from a non-HMO
clinic.

While waiting for regularly
scheduled examinations, participants
were taken to a private room where
they answered questions about their
sexual behavior on laptop computers
set up for that purpose. Questions
addressed the number of participants’
sexual partners, the HIV status of each
partner and the number of sexual acts

performed with them, and the number
of times that condoms were used.

Some of the study participants
completed more than four self-assess-
ments.

Researchers found that the
more self-assessments the patients
completed, the higher the odds were
that they would use condoms when
having sex with HIV-negative partners
or partners whose HIV status was
unknown. Researchers also found that
sexual activity tended to decrease over
time as the number of self-assess-
ments increased.

Also, as patients completed
more assessments, they became
increasingly aware of their risk of
contracting other sexually transmitted
diseases and their negative feelings
about changing risky sexual behavior
decreased. But neither the number of
sex partners nor the fraction of
protected acts with all partners showed
any significant changes over time with
increases in the number of self-
assessments.

“Consequently, it appears that
allowing PLH (people living with HIV)
to reflect on their sexual behavior
influences their subsequent decisions
regarding sexual behavior,” the re-
searchers wrote.

“It is likely that by having the
patients acknowledge and report, in a
nonconfrontive and nonjudgmental
manner, those behaviors that could
result in transmission of HIV, their
motivation to reduce HIV-transmis-
sion-related behavior increased and
their attitudes became more conducive
to reducing risk behaviors.

“Consequently,” they contin-
ued, “self-assessments appear to be a
promising avenue for promoting be-
havior change in a setting which PLH
regularly interface.”

A grant from the University of
California ‘s Universitywide AIDS
Research Program to the UCLA Center
for AIDS Research and Education and
Lightfoot funded the study.
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Even The Founding Fathers Had
To Worry About Gay-Baiting

By Thomas A. Foster

If the Senate passes the
Matthew Shepard Act — known also as
the Local Law Enforcement Hate
Crimes Prevention Act — a long and
ugly history of violence and hate based
on sexual orientation may finally
approach an end. The legislation was
stalled for years in Congress, but with
Democrats now in control it passed the
House of Representatives and will be
voted on by the Senate this summer.

What few people realize is that
the culture of terror that has long
affected Gays and Lesbians also
threatens heterosexuals. Though the
hate-inspired murder of Matthew
Shepard in 1998 garnered national
attention, too many other offenses go
largely unreported in mainstream
media. Some would argue that to focus
on barbaric killings obscures the run-
of-the-mill abuse that Gays and
Lesbians suffer. Such a climate of
hate, backed by the ever-present
threat of violence, keeps Gays and
Lesbians from holding hands in public,
embracing at an airport, or from being
comfortable in workplaces where
heterosexual family photos are ubiqui-
tous. Such strictures also harm
heterosexuals by enforcing narrow
norms of how to act in public as men
and women.

Hostility toward perceived or
real homosexuality has a long history.
Much before the official terms and
classifications of heterosexual and
homosexual developed a century ago
in psychology and medicine, an
unusual image from a colonial newspa-
per reveals that even the founding
generations had to watch how they
carried themselves.

A bit of doggerel in a Massa-
chusetts newspaper implied that the
Freemasons, that venerable but secre-
tive fraternity, were engaged in
homoerotic intimacy. The satire, with a
graphic engraving, appeared on the
front page of the Boston Evening Post
in 1751. Bothimage and poem mocked
the Freemasons in an early version of
Gay-baiting. The image depicted two
smiling men, one bent over receiving a
trunnel, or wooden spike, the other,
with a hammer raised overhead, ready
to strike. It was designed to shock, as
were these lines:

I'm sure our TRUNNELS
look’d as clean

As if they ne’re up A—se had

been;

For when we use ‘em, we take
care

Towash ‘emwell, and give ‘em
Air,

Then lock ‘em up in our own
Chamber,

Ready to TRUNNEL the next
Member.

The poem escaped obscenity
by artfully using the term trunnel as a
euphemism for the male member. The
poem also declared that “we don’t use
TRUNNELS with a Sister,” thus
portraying the men as sodomites who
were solely interested in intimacy with
each other.

Humor carried the message
better than a sermon. Demonstrating
the ability to joke about the issue
portrayed the satirist as savvy and
unencumbered by same-sex sex.
Humor also removed the reader from
the topic, leaving it squarely in the lap

of its object of ridicule. The poem
outraged many Boston Freemasons.
They subsequently boycotted the
Evening Post and met with the
lieutenant governor and the provincial
council, lobbying them to punish the
printer.

This incident underscores an-
other lesson to be learned: hetero-
sexuals too get bashed as Gays. We
often hear from Gay men and Lesbians
about how often they have endured
harsh name calling. Yet, how many
straight men grow up being called
fags? Or have been punched or
taunted for not appearing masculine
enough? How many women have been
assaulted for not conforming to
feminine ideals?

Fortunately, the hate crimes
legislation currently being considered
by the Senate includes protection from
violence directed at those perceived to
be Lesbians, Gay men, Bisexuals, and
Transgender individuals. According to
the Human Rights Campaign, the bill
gives the Justice Department the
“power to investigate and prosecute
bias-motivated violence by providing
the department with jurisdiction over
crimes of violence where the perpetra-
tor has selected the victim because of
the person’s actual or perceived race,
color, religion, national origin, gender,
sexual orientation, gender identity or
disability.”

Another important and long-
overdue bill, the Employment Non-
Discrimination Act, is being consid-
ered by Congress to give federal
protection against employment dis-
crimination to Lesbians, Gays, Bisexu-
als and Transgender individuals. Ac-
cording to the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force, “Studies and
surveys consistently show that be-
tween one-third and one-half of all
LGBT respondents have suffered
employment-related discrimination.”

Why does our society need
employment protection and hate crimes
legislation? Because anti-Gay vio-
lence is not just one individual abusing
another. As with other hate crimes, itis
about establishing a system of terror by
sending a message to others with a
threat of similar pain.

Such attacks are the product
of a culture of hate that punishes
perceived gender deviations, be it
indicated by clothing, physical behav-
ior, or direct signals of same-gender
love. This culture has a deep and
complicated history as the Freema-
sons engraving and poem reveal. But
it's never too late to make a change.

(Foster teaches history at
DePaul University. He is the author of
Sex and the Eighteenth Century Man:
Massachusetts and the History of
Sexuality in America and editor of Long
Before Stonewall: Histories of Same-
Sex Sexuality in Early America. This
article was reprinted from the History
News Network, hnn.us.)
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TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES

Ralph E. Geror Jr.

Accounting and Business Consulting
Phone (520) 325-2526 FAX (520) 319-9640

»*
ANDREW LOCKHART ** . Antigone Books

Certified Personal Trainer Lo » =
* Private Workout Studio ' ' progressive
*No Membership Fees or ' 14 *independent
Contracts 4
* Affordable

*FREE Initial Consultation
and Training Session

520-909-4649

We have books, cards, gifts,
and things to make you laugh.

411 N. 4th Ave. * 792-3715 * antigonebooks.com

Speedway Veterinary Hospital, Inc

7 Kayla R. Boyer, DVM'

Small Animal Veterinarian

(520) 321-4235
3736 E. Speedway Blvd., Tucson, AZ 85716
www.speedwayvet.com

. . FSYCHOTHERAPY FOR CHILDREN, FAMILICS & ADULTS
A. Michael Hutchins, Ph.D.
Counseling - Psychotherapy - Consulting
RICH MUSZYNSKI Ph.D.
LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST

» . * 4440 N. Campbell At River Rd.
6812 North Oracle Rd. Suite 100 PO. Box 65840 Phone: 906-7048

Tucson, Arizona 85704 520-797-2117 Tucson, AZ 85728 - Fax:  299-0712

520 615-6436 P.O. Box 13312
Tucson, AZ 85732
info@tucsonglbtchamber.org
www.tucsonglbtchamber.org
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NOTES FROM THE FOR-REAL SIDE

Unions and Boxes

by Lee Thorn

A CNN business reporter said,
very casually and in passing, that a
certain chain of box stores would be
less profitable if its workers unionized.
| think the “of course” of his comment
was what got under my skin. “Of
course” my dirty underwear! I'd like to
hear the argument supporting the “of
course.” | don’t know much about
business in general, but I've run a
successful small business and I've
been up close and personal with big-
box retailing and I’'m not at all sure that
its savage insistence on avoiding
unions has helped its bottom line.

| hesitated about writing a
column on big boxes, thinking that the
nitty-gritty of retailing might be too
much inside baseball for the average
reader, but the decisions made by big-
box management impact most of our
lives as customers if not as employees.
Think of your favorite big-box hardware
store, whichever one that may be. Now
think of the biggest complaint that you
and all your friends who use the place
have about it. I will take this
opportunity to read your mind and
quote your thoughts verbatim: “You
can never find anyone to help you. If by
some miracle you do find someone, he
doesn’t know anything.”

Why is that? Why do we have
to live like this? It's simple. The
management of the boxes has decided
they’ll make money with minimal
staffing. | think they’re wrong, but who
am |I? | think they’d make much more
money if they had enough people to
help everybody almost instantly and if
the helpers knew where everything
was and how everything worked.
Whenever | make this criticism | get the
same response: “The boxes know what
they’re doing or they wouldn’t be so
successful.” | don’t think they know
what they’re doing and | think if they did
they’d be a lot more successful. My
argument is simple: Is it possible to not
know what you’re doing and still be
successful? Of course it is, especially
if your competition is as benighted as
you are. In a tennis match, for
example, no matter how bad both
players are, one is going to win.

The reason that the clerks in
the big boxes don't know where
anything is or how it works is that they
just got there twenty minutes before
you did. | haven'’t got the stats on this,
but | know from prolonged personal
observation that the turnover rate of
big-box employees is phenomenal. |
have some hunches, unsupported by
data, that might explain the phenom-
enal turnover that leads to unqualified
employees that leads in turn to under-
performance in sales and generally.

Because there’s no union, the
pay is low; work scheduling is hideous,
typically changing the employee’s
hours every single week; employees
are fired capriciously with no real
recourse; employees are abused by
customers for not being able to serve
them fast enough because of deliber-
ate understaffing; employees are
abused by customers because cus-
tomers know they can get away with it.
And the enormous turnover of employ-
ees doesn'’t just hurt sales; it requires
the companies to spend fortunes in
continuous recruitment and initial
training. If unions came in, better pay,
regular hours, due process in firing,
and adequate staffing would all serve
to drastically boost morale, reduce
turnover, increase competence, en-
hance sales, and increase profit.

Maybe the management of
boxes doesn’t want unions because
they can’t wrap their minds around the
fairly simple and obvious arguments

offered above. A much more likely
explanation of why they don’'t want
unions is that they don’t want to share
their power and they don’t want the
increased scrutiny that unions would
bring to their operations.

That reminds me of the
scandal that’'s breaking at the
Smithsonian Institution as | write this.
Basically the Board of Directors gave
the last CEO the ranch —ranch house,
stock, fencing and even the darn cattle
guard. A Board member just said on
TV that it was all a big mistake, that
they handed him the ranch because
they weren’t paying attention. How
often have we heard that old sweet
song in the last five years? How many
boards have handed their CEOs the
ranch and all its water holes because
they simply weren’t paying attention?

Well folks, do you think that a
union might be paying attention to the
exact amount of compensation that
each and every one of its CEOs was
getting? Do you think they’d be
paying attention, rapt attention, right
down to the last million dollars in stock
options and the last thread in the
golden parachute?

(Thorn welcomes comments,
suggestions for future columns, and
tips on local skulduggery that ought to
be exposed. Write to Box 85571,
Tucson, AZ 85754. E-mail:
Doid3@aol.com.)

Confirmation Hearing
Set

Continued from Page One

studies from Asbury Theological Semi-
nary and is one of nine members of the
United Methodist Church Judicial Coun-
cil.

As a member of the council he
opposed a decision to allow a Lesbian to
be an associate pastor, and supported a
pastor who would not permit an openly
Gay man to join the church. In a
document titled “Pathophysiology of
Male Homosexuality,” Holsinger stated
thatin his capacity as a physician biology
and anatomy precluded considering
LGBT equality in the United Methodist
Church. In the document he took lengths
to say that his opinion was his scientific
view and that his theological views are
separate. In addition Holsinger and his
wife are founders of Hope Springs
Community Church, in Lexington, which
operates a so-called “ex-Gay” ministry.

Both the American Psychiatric
Association and the American Psycho-
logical Association have condemned so-
called conversion therapy. The Senate
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
Committee will question Holsinger on
July 12. Committee chair, Sen. Edward
Kennedy (D-Mass.) already has raised
concerns about Holsinger’'s position on
homosexuality. “I am disappointed that
the administration looked past the many
talented physicians who have a record of
bringing people together and instead
chose an individual whose record
appears to guarantee a polarizing and
divisive nomination process,” Kennedy
said last month when the President
announced Holsinger's nomination.

Former U.S. Surgeon General
Joycelyn Elders also has expressed
reservations, saying that it would be
difficult for her to feel confident that
Holsinger could lead the nation in
promoting healthy sexual behavior.
LGBT medical and civil rights groups are
opposing the nomination. The Human
Rights Campaign, Truth Wins Out,
Soulforce and Truth Wins Out have all
called for Holsinger to be rejected. “His
writings suggest a scientific view rooted
in anti-Gay beliefs that are incompatible
with the job of serving the medical health
of all Americans,” Human Rights
Campaign President Joe Solmonese
said last month.
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Fort Lauderdale Mayor Seeks
Robotic Toilets To Curb Gays

Mayor Jim Naugle

FORT LAUDERDALE, Florida - Fort
Lauderdale’s Mayor wants the city to
fork out a quarter-million dollars for a
toilet he claims will put an end to Gay
sex that he says is rampant in public
washrooms on the beach, even though
the police department denies there is a
problem, 365Gay.com reported. Mayor
Jim Naugle has spent the better part of
a decade fighting what he has claimed
to be an attempt by Gays to take over
Fort Lauderdale. He has consistently
fought all LGBT rights ordinances that
have come before city commissioners.

Now he’s turning his attention
on the beach - long a favorite of Gay
tourists who bring millions of dollars
into the city each year. Naugle says
that “homosexual activity” is plaguing
public restrooms at the beach. The
conservative Christian mayor tells the
Sun-Sentinel that the washrooms are
pickup places for Gays. “They’re
engaging in sex, anonymous Ssex,
illegal sex,” he said. “We’re trying to
provide a family environment where

people can take their children who
need to use the bathroom,” he told the
paper “without having to worry about a
couple of men in there engaged in a
sex act.”

The police department, how-
ever, tells the paper that sex in
bathrooms isn’t a major problem. Sgt.
Frank Sousa. tells the Sun-Sentinel
that while there may once have been a
problem it isn’t today. “There’s no
evidence, no reports or arrests made
for any men having sex in any
restrooms,” Sousa told the paper.
Nevertheless, Naugle wants the city to
buy a portable bathroom called a
‘robo-john” and have it placed on the
beach at Sebastian Street an area
popular with Gay sunbathers. The
‘robo-john” allows occupants to stay
inside for only a short time before the
door opens. According to Naugle it
isn’t enough time for “illegal sex.” Cost
of the device: $250,000.

The mayor says the restroom
is already in use, although not as an
intended deterrent to sexual activity, in
Atlanta, Seattle and New York. In
addition to having a door that stays
closed only a few minutes it plays
music and cleans the seat automati-
cally. The City Commission still has to
vote on whether to buy it.

South Florida Gays are dump-
ing on Fort Lauderdale Mayor Jim
Naugle’s suggestion that a quarter-
million dollar robot toilet would thwart
what he sees as rampant Gay sex in
public washrooms at the beach.
Equality Florida says it wants the flush
the mayor’s idea down the drain. To
make its point the group is encourag-
ing people to send the mayor toilet

paper. “We are encouraging people to
mail either a roll or several sheets of
toilet paper to the mayor at City Hall to
help him to wipe his dirty mind clean,”
Equality Florida spokesperson Brian
Winfield tells the Miami Herald.

Over the past year Fort Lauder-
dale police have made one arrest for
public sex at the washroom on the
beach. Equality Florida’s Web site has a
link where people can send Naugle a
“virtual roll” of toilet paper. For those
who prefer to send their own two-ply
protest, the group has listed Naugle’s
City Hall address. So far, according to
the mayor, he has received more than
300 emails, but no rolls of the white stuff.

Earlier Decision
Withdrawn; Gay
Lutheran Pastor
Asked To Step

Down

ATLANTA (Observer Update) - The Gay
pastor of Atlanta’s oldest Lutheran
church has been asked to leave his post
after an appeals committee of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
voted Monday (July 3) to remove his
name from the denomination’s clergy
roster. The decision ends a case that
began when the pastor announced that
he was in a non-celibate same-sex
relationship, which is forbidden by the
denomination.

Yet the Reverend Bradley
Schmeling said he will not leave the
pulpit of St. John’s Lutheran Church, the
Associated Press reported. This act of
defiance could subject his 350-member
congregation to punitive measures from
the ELCA. “The congregation issued a
call to me in 2000, and as far as we are
concerned, that hasn’t changed,”

WEEKLY OBSERVER

Schmeling said. “I'm disheartened
[the decision] gives the impression
the church is more interested in rules
than in compassion.”

The appeals committee deci-
sion overturns a ruling from an earlier
panel, which had permitted the pastor
to stay on the roster until August 15.
Schmeling came out to St. John’s and
his bishop before he was appointed
as pastor in 2000. When Schmeling
announced he had found a life partner
last year, Bishop Ronald Warren of
the ELCA’s Southeastern Synod
asked the pastor to resign. He
refused, and the bishop began
disciplinary proceedings, culminating
in Monday’s decision.
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Suspension Of Cop Who Made
Homophobic Racist Videos
Overturned

SAN FRANCISCO (Observer Update)
- A police officer who was suspended
for producing videos that the mayor
and police chief in 2005 blasted as
homophobic, racist and sexist has had
the suspension overturned in court,
365Gay.com reported. The Court of
Appeal said that Police Chief Heather
Fong had not followed legal procedure
when she ordered Andrew Cohen
suspended.

The ruling addressed only the
way Cohen was suspended not
whether he was guilty of misconduct.
The misconduct issue is still pending
before the Police Commission. The
court said that under the law in order to
suspend Cohen Fong would have to
show keeping him on would constitute
an emergency to the public or the
department. The 3-0 ruling by the court
said Fong’s action showed she was
more concerned about public reaction

to the videos.

“Temporary suspensions may
not be used as a shortcut method of
taking punitive action against an officer
or as a tool for conducting public
relations damage control,” said the
ruling, written by Justice Sandra
Margulies. The tapes featured uni-
formed officers parodying stereotypes
of Gays, transsexuals, Asians, Blacks
and women. The videos, shot during
working hours, came to light when one
was discovered on an officer's Web
site. On one tape a police officer
appeared as a Transsexual. The
“bigger than life” performance mocked
Transgender women. Another was
staged to show a white officer in a
patrol car running over a black
homeless woman. Cohen, and several
officers who appeared in the tapes,
was suspended for four days without
pay. The city was ordered to pay him
the amount withheld.

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 25¢ PER WORD, $5.00 MINIMUM
CLASSIFIED ADS WILL NOT BE TAKEN BY PHONE

EMPLOYMENT

GAY MALE CAREGIVER/COMPAN-
ION. Available for live-in positon. | can
cook, clean, massage. Excellent
house keeper and driver. | have finger
print clearance card. C.P.R. certifi-
cate; First Aid certificate. Excellent
references. | am very understanding
and caring. Ten years experience.
Donald, 928-779-0321 1201

FOR RENT

1 BEDROOM STUDIO. Tile Floors, Air

conditioning, cable and phone hook-

up. On bus line. Gay Friendly. Rent

weekly or monthly. $500/mo. Includes

all utilities. 293-9198 or 247-8268.
1199

CENTRAL CONDO NEWLY UP-
GRADED APPLIANCES ALONGWITH
ENTIRE UNIT. $800/MO + Deposit.
Pets OK. Washer/Dryer your own,
water included in rent. 2 bedroom, 1
bath, covered patio with private
courtyard landscaped with fountain.
Off street parking. Great area to LIVE
in. 520.907.8775 Nancy RE/MAX All
Exe., owner agent. 1200

REAL ESTATE

SANTA FE, NM CONDO. 2/2. “THE
LOOK” turnkey get-away/home/short-
term rental. Prime location near
PLAZA! Pueblo/Moderntouches. Won-
derful integrated indoor/outdoor space
- Portal+Coyote fended yard. Energy
efficient const. Priced to sell $259,500
($239,500 unfurnished). Buck Meyer
Realty, (505)984-1190 1201

CARD ADS IN THE
RESOURCE SECTION
OF THE OBSERVER

GET RESULTS

PERSONALS

GAY MALE CAREGIVER/COMPAN-
ION. Available for live-in position. |
can cook, clean, massage. Excellent
house keeper and driver. | have finger
print clearance card. C.P.R. certifi-
cate; First Aid certificate. Excellent
references. | am very understanding
and caring. Ten years experience.
Donald, 928-779-0321 1201

| buy large collections of old Gay
magazines 1940-1975. Also old
paperbacks, photos, slides. Guys
wearing posing straps a real plus. Also
nudes, guys wearing Speedos, tight
jeans and books. Call Donald
(928)779-0321 1202

SERVICES

ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS
Let me keep your clothes fitting
properly and in good repaid. Experi-
enced - Economical - Prompt. Merle
Hudson, (520)888-7264 in Tucson.

1200

Weddings & Civil Unions: Church of
the free spirit. Reverend C .W. Schlitz
DD - churchofthefreespirit.com

520-400-1742 1189

MASSAGE

PROFESSIONAL THERAPEUTIC
MASSAGE FOR MEN. In-Call only.
Private studio near Sabino Canyon.

www.massagemenu.com Steve - CMT.
520-247-8139 1199

Various BODY TREATMENTS - Mas-
sage, Body Rubs and More... Thor-
ough - Anytime

Ric 520-981-1141 1211

QUALITY SENSUAL TANTRIC MAS-
SAGE. Strong healing hands leave
you feeling vibrantly alive! Profession-
ally trained and certified. Weekly
Special. An exceptional experience for
25 years. Marc - 881-4582,from 8AM -
8PM 1197
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Keep an eye on your social
calendar as Mercury retrogrades and
then redirects this week. The fog clears
and puts things into sharp focus. What
was lost is now found ... or conve-
niently ignored.

ARIES
(MARCH 21 - APRIL 20)
Home life has been less of a

refuge and more of a nuisance in the
past few weeks. But everything now
seems to settle down into a happy
routine as Mercury redirects. Proud
Rams can not only kick up their
hooves and relax, they can also
tackle any domestic project and
finally finish it off to their satisfaction.
Will you be lazy or industrious? Oh,
let me guess.....

TAURUS

(APRIL 21 - MAY 21)

Sometimes you have to yell
to be heard but more often than not,
whispering is even more effective in
getting people to really listen. And
that is the secret to effective commu-
nication, queer Bull. In fact, as
Mercury redirects, you discover that
the best way to make your point is to
not say a word and let others speak
for you. At least you will seem wittier
than usual.

GEMINI

(MAY 22 - JUNE 21)

If something looks too good
to be true, it probably is. That is a
cardinal rule and is what we are
always led to believe. And yet, don’t
believe everything you hear. Mercury
redirects and the scales fall from your
eyes. Things are exactly as you see
them, pink Twin. So what are you
waiting for? Take action now. Your
ultimate success is entirely up to you.
No pressure.

CANCER

(JUNE 22 - JULY 23)

Gay Crabs are not only
supremely charismatic, they are also
strategic enough to maximize their
charm per square inch. Your idle
thoughts and comments find their way
into the public discourse and into the

centers of power. Will you use this
power for community wellness or for
your own personal selfish needs?
Make your point but watch where you
point it.

LEO
(JULY 24 - AUGUST 23)

Your many interests are like
seeds that have been planted and
nurtured. All of a sudden, all these
little dormant projects suddenly
percolate and sprout. Can you
harvest them all? Probably not. You
need to pick and choose the ones that
have the greatest long term profitabil-
ity. Destiny takes a hand this week.
How clammy is your handshake,
proud Lion?

VIRGO
(AUGUST 24 -SEPTEMBER 23)
Forget all the social niceties,

queer Virgin. Mercury gives you
powerful ideas that need to find
influential parties. But sitting on the
sidelines and waiting for others to
notice you will not get you very far.
Muster your moxie, be a bit pushy
and press the flesh. You may go from
pillar to post to find just the right
benefactor. There are worse ways to
getahead....

LIBRA
(SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23)
If you had a hankering to

make your corporate mark, now is the
time to do it. The past few weeks
have been one setback after another.
Either you missed some great oppor-
tunities or screwed up your moment.
Thankfully the powers-that-be have
short memories. All is forgotten so try,
try again, proud Libra. And this time
without the garlic for lunch.

SCORPIO
(OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22)
Travel might have been

especially onerous the past few
weeks. Reservations confused,
luggage lost and destinations disap-
pointing. However Mercury redirects
and gives you the go-ahead to
venture Out and enjoy every exotic
excursion. Give yourself any excuse

to leave your current scene and enjoy
new and very different scenery. No
names please!

SAGITTARIUS
(NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22)
Forget and forgive any past

love spats. It was all based on
misunderstandings. Now you know
what you mean, mean what you say
and express yourself in a myriad of
delightful ways. Gay Archers are not
always the suavest of romantics but
they make up for it in enthusiasm and
enjoyment. Hurry and make your
move while the energy is hot, hot, hot
and so are you.

CAPRICORN
(DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20)
A great relationship depends
on open communication. But of
course that is not all. Pink Caps
should not bank all of their future

promise on simply good conversation.

Add a bit of sizzle to your steak this
week. Speak from the heart and tell
partners what they long to hear.
Those swinging by the singles bars
should let their oil smoothly grease
their way. Only slime oozes.

AQUARIUS
(JANUARY 21-FEBRUARY 19)
If the day to day job has had

its ups and downs at least nhow you
can set things in some sort of order.
You think more logically. Not only do
you give clearer directions, you also
process instructions more efficiently.
Mercury redirects and moves your
assorted files from the “in” box to Out.
And not a moment too soon in my
opinion, Aqueerius.

PISCES
(FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20)

If you have been living the
quiet life for the past couple of weeks,
it is now the perfect time to seek out a
good time. Party hearty Guppie and
make up for lost time. Not only can
you expand your social circle, you
also demonstrate your creative
impulses. That is if a cream pie, a
light bulb and a feather boa count as
art supplies.

N o o w b
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Ending the violence.

Wingspan launches the
Anti-Violence Project -

a community initiative

to assist lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender
victims of discrimination,
domestic violence, sexual
assault and hate crimes.

@m\

Southern Arizona’s Lesbian,
(Gay, Bisexual & Transgender
Community Center

www.wingspan.org

Community Bars

1. THE BIZ

2900 E. Broadway 318-4838

IBT'S

616 N. 4" Ave. 882-3053
VENTURE-N

1239 N. 6™ Ave. 882-8224
WOODY’S

3710 N. Oracle Road, 292-6702
HOWL AT THE MOON

915 W. Prince Rd. 293-7339
YARD DOG SALOON

2449 N. Stone, 624-3858
8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS
5305 E. Speedway 323-1840

Community Organizations

A. MCC - METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY CHURCH
3269 N. Mountain - 292-9151

B. CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP
2902 N. Geronimo - 622-4626

D. WINGSPAN - 425 E. 7* St. - 624-1779
E. S.A.AF. -375S. Euclid Ave. - 628-7223

F. RAINBOW PLANET COFFEE HOUSE
606 N. 4™ Ave. - 620-1770

G. TIHAN -Tucson Interfaith
HIV/AIDS Network
1101 N. Craycroft, Ste 301. 299-6647

H. EON YOUTH CENTER 620-6245
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Non Bar Calendar

Wednesday, July 11th

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Hand and Foot with Marvin
at 745-0304.

Thursday, July 12th

#1Men’s Social Network Opentomen
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m.  Triangle Tribe-A Men’s
Circle. According to a recent study,
very few people have as many close
friends as they would like. Are you as
connected with other men as you want
to be? Do you get the support you
need for issues in your life? Do you
wish you had more meaningful
friendships and relationships with
other men? Join like-minded men at
Wingspan to share feelings, thoughts
and ideas in a safe, respectful space.
For the same experience with both
straight and gay men, join us at the
regular Circle of Men meetings. Call
Tom at 591-2828 for dates and times.

Friday, July 13th

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed: 7:00
p.m. Lloyd hosts a word for word fun
evening of Scrabble. If you don’t know
how to play, he will be glad to teach
you. For reservations and directions,
please contact Lloyd at 792-8537. If
you're loquacious, erudite, or a
wordsmith; this man’s game just may
be a triple word score for you!

Tucson Prime Timers Cocktails - 5:30
PM, Colors, 5305 E. Speedway

Saturday, July 14th

#1Men’s Social Network Opentomen
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
6:30p.m. CLASSIC MOVIE NIGHT!
Join Ross for ASTAR IS BORN (1954)
starring Judy Garland and James
Mason plus Jack Carson and Charles
Bickford! Cinemascope and
Technicolor! Restored in 1983 by Ron
Haver. Please call Ross at 299-2135
to let him know you are coming and for
driving directions.

#2 Men’s Social Network Opento men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00 p.m. Marvin for Pinochle. Phone:
745-0304.

Tucson Prime Timers Business Meet-
ing-11 AM, Wingspan, 425E. 7th St.

Sunday, July15th

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Dinner Out at one of
Tucson’s Ultra-Fabulous Buffets. For
reservations and directions, contact
Thom 623-2941, e-mail
thomsepals@hotmail.com , or Ken at
294-6606. Please contact Thom or
Ken by Sunday at Noon to facilitate
reservations. Price is usually under
$10. Check the Yahoo MSN on-line
calendar for the scheduled place. The
venue is rotated to include all parts of
town, and may occasionally be held at
a full-service menu restaurant.

Tucson Prime Timers, Brunch, Colors,
5305 E. Speedway

Sign up for the monthly Men’s
Massage Group in its 18" yeaar. 3:45
p.m. Spend 2 hours on the 3" Sunday
of each month in nude bliss with other
men. Call Marc at 881-4582 to sign up
and for information.

Monday, July 16"

Rainbow Legends is a publishing
company dedicated to touching the
world with stories from the LGBT
community. Coming out stories, love
stories, overcoming obstacles, etc are
9017.

Tucson Prime Timers Lunch - 12:30
P.M., The Wildcat House, 1800 N.
Stone Ave.

Tuesday, July 17"

Tucson’s Commission on GLBT issues
will be holding their monthly meetiing
today at 5:30 p.m. at the EOO
Conference Room, 100 N. Stone, first
floor. The commission acts as sthe
official advisory body to the Tucsons
mayor and city council on GLBT issues.
Call the City Clerk’s office 791-4213 for
more info.,

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Join Bruce for Canasta.
Phone 743-3890.

Wednesday, July 18th

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00pm Hand & Foot with Jack 887-
3736.

Thursday, July 19th

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Triangle Tribe-A Men’s Circle.
According to a recent study, very few
people have as many close friends as
they would like. Are you as connected
with other men as you want to be? Do
you get the support you need for issues
in your life? Do you wish you had more
meaningful friendships and relation-
ships with other men? Join like-minded
men at Wingspan to share feelings,
thoughts and ideas in a safe, respectful
space. For the same experience with
both straight and gay men, join us atthe
regular Circle of Men meetings. Call
Tom at 591-2828 for dates and times.
(Also, if you plan to attend tommorrow’s
Pizza Night, please call Tom Ruch at
744-9036 to make your reservation by
Noon today.)

Friday, July 20th

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. PIZZA NIGHT with Tom! Did
you call yesterday to reserve? Great!
Have a fun Evening!

Tucson Prime Timers Cocktails - 5:30
p.m. Colors, 5305 E. Speedway.

Join us for a wonderful potluck dinner
party from 6:30-9:00 p.m. to see what
the new Man to Man Club is all about.
This very popular group of quality men
is going to close the membership soon.
Its a great way to meet healthy
attractive men in a balanced environ-
ment, with increased awareness and
presence. Call Marc at 881-4582
between 8 a.m. And 8 p.m. Space is
limited. Only 10 men per event. This is
a structured experience of what
intimacy is all about.

Saturday, July 21st

The Southern Arizona Gender Alliance
(SAGA) is in need of trained speakers
to represent transgender identities and
welcomed: 7:00p.m. Dinner Out at
one of Tucson’s Ultra-Fabulous Buf-
fets. For reservations and directions,
contact Thom 623-2941, e-mail
thomsepals@hotmail.com , or Ken at
294-6606. Please contact Thom or Ken
by Sunday at Noon to facilitate
reservations. Price is usually under
$10. Check the Yahoo MSN on-line
calendar for the scheduled place. The
venue is rotated to include all parts of
town, and may occasionally be held ata
full-service menu restaurant.

Tucson Prime Timers Brunch Noon,
Colors, 5305 E. Speedway.
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Gthead of 8yle

A Hair and Nail Salon

Owner

jia §imone

426 East 9th Street
Tucson, Arizona

624-8400

London Soccer Ad Uses Gay Sex
Imagery
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SUNDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; $2 Pitchers til 10pm
and Rotating Shot Specials all night; Latin Music with live
DJ at 9:30pm. Get ready!!! L Word Season 4 begins Jan.
7t at 8pm!

COLORS - Open 11am - 11pm Champagne
Brunch 11am - 2pm with choice of complimentary mimosa,
Bloody Mary or Screwdriver. Dickie Steed on piano during
brunch. Brunch served until 2pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm
$3.50 Skyy Cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and well.
Reduced price appetizers. Dinner served until10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON -Open at 2:00
pm. $2.50 Smirnoff Vodkas all day. Free Texas Hold-’Em
Poker Tournaments at 4:00, and 7:00 pm. Play for points
and prizes - no cash involved.

IBT’s -Troy’s Recovery Bar noon-4pm. 4-7:30
Karaoke on the patio. Benefit B-B-Q for the Pride Parade
5:30-7:30 and dance with DJ Mike Lopez 9pm to close.

VENTURE-N - Open 10am. Patio open 3pm.
$2.00 Bloody Marys or Screws til 3pm Patio Beer Bust 3-
7.Burger BBQ 5-7. Selection of burger meats to choose
from. $3 proceeds go to Pet Watch (helping HIV/AIDS
clients with their veterinary bills).

WOODY’S - Open 11am.Happy Hour 11am-8pm
(excl spec events); Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm; Back
Pocket Patio Bar 2pm til 2am. Beer Bust 2-7pm; Bar-B-
Que 5-9pm; Karaoke with Michael D. 9p.m.; DJ Jeff in the
Back Pocket 9pm; Drag Bingo every other Sunday 8-9pm

MONDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-10pm; Drink what you want
with ¥z priced Happy Hour. Poke-Her Monday! Free card
lessons 5pm. Free Texas Hold-‘em Tourney at 6pm;
Prizes for 1%, 2", 3 Places. Happy Hour pricing & Free
Food

COLORS - Closed on Mondays.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour all day & night with $2.50 well, domestic longnecks
& pints. Kitchen closed. $3 taco & tostada bar 4-8 pm.
GLBT Movie Nite with shows at 6 & 8 pm,. Free pool all
day.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, DJ
Craig Carter 10pm-2am $1.50 well vodka drinks, All drink
specials not available during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 6pm. Free pool
til 4pm. $2.75 Skyy Martinis 4-8pm..

WOODY’S - Open Noon til 2am. Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events) Karaoke with Michael D.
9pm

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am. 50¢ off any Top
Shelf Rum until 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar opens
7pm

TUESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-10pm; Drink What You
Want with %2 priced Happy Hour. Monthly Wine Tasting
on 2" Tuesday of every month at 5:30pm. Please RSVP
by the first Monday of the Month. Wine bottles will be for
sale after the tasting at a special discounted price.

COLORS - Open 4-11pm. Happy Hour 4-7 $3.50
Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and well and reduced
price appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
Kitchen open 4-9pm. Free Texas Hold-Em Poker for
women only at 6:30 p.m. Play for points and prizes - no
cash involved. Tequila Nite with $2.50 well tequila &
margaritas, 75¢ off call tequilas.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
Tropical Tuesdays $2.50 Tropical drinks and DJ Craig
Carter playing Retro Music 70’s, 80’s and 90’s 9pm-close.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 7pm. Free Pool
til 4pm. Spaghetti Nite (2" Tuesday every month $2.00).

WOODY’S - Open Noon til 2am. Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events) 80s Nite with Alex 8-close

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Tequila until 8pm Dart Tourney at 9am. Beer Bust
4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens 7pm.

WEDNESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; Drink what You Want
with %2 priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; 18 to Party, 21 to Drink!
18 & Over Night w/DJ Shorty at 9:30pm! Rotating Shot
Specials all night.

COLORS - Open 4-11pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm,
$3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and well and
reduced price appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints,
Kitchen open 4 - 9 pm. Free Pool all day and night. Free
Texas Hold-’Em Poker Tournament at 6:30 pm for
Women Only and open tournaments at 7 and 10. Play for
points & prizes - no cash involved. Great way to learn the
game or sharpen your skills.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
“Diva-Licious” show 9pm w/ Bunny Fu Fu& Friends. After
show dance with DJ Q til 2am,

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 7pm. Free Pool
til 4pm. $2.75 Cuervo Margaritas 4-8pm

WOODY’S - Open Noon til 2am; Happy Hour
Noon-8pm )excl Spec Events); Chili Dog Buffet 5-9pm;
Underwear/Fetish/Leather Party with Alex and Blake 9-
close - $1 off all drinks for those who participate (50¢ off
draught/schnapps) Back Pocket Patio Bar open 9pm-
close.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Vodka until 8pm Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens
7pm. Dart Tourney 8pm.
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THURSDAY

THE BIZ - Open3pm-2am; Drink What You
Want with % priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; ‘Thirsty
Thursday’ with Tori Steele & Friends! Drag show starts at
9:30pm with Tori Steele, Janee Starr, Diana Flair and
weekly special guests. $2 Pitchers and Rotating Shot
Specials. Followed by a new Surprise guest DJ!

COLORS - Opend4pm-11pm. Happy Hour 4-
7pm,$3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and Well
and reduced price appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm.
. HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
Kitchen open 4 - 9 pm. Karaoke with Rosemary at
8:30pm. $2.50 Mexican Beers all night, $1.00 Jello
shots.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
Boyz Nite Out with your Bartenders & GoGo Boys
dancing in their undies and DJ Mike Lopez spinning Top
40 & All request $1.75 Long Islands and $1.50 Tequila
shots 10pm-2am.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio open 7pm.
Free Pool til 4pm. Pool Tourney 7pm. $3 entry. Special
prices for players. Steak Nite (3rd Thursday during
summer). Bring your own or get it here $6.00.

WOODY’S - Open Noon-2am; Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl Spec Events); Free Pool all day. Nacho
Chip Buffet 5-9pm; $1 PBRs Longnecks and $2 Tecate
Longnecks; Back Pocket Bar open 8-close.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Bourbon til 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar opens
7pm.

FRIDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; Drink What You Want
with %2 priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; Rotating weeks Latin or
Hip Hop Music with DJ Shorty at 9:30pm. Rotating Shot
Specials all night!

COLORS - Open 4pm-1am. Happy Hour 4-7pm,
$3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and Well and
reduced prize appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm.
“Hot Jazz, Cool Martinis” with Susan Artemis and Craig
Faltin 6:30-9:30pm. “Guys & Dolls’comedy drag show
hosted by Lucinda Holliday at 10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
Kitchen open 4 - 9 pm. $4.50 Fried Chicken dinner with
fries and slaw.  Free Two-Step lessons with Amanda
every other Friday. Call 293-7339 for schedule. DJ Pat
plays the best of contemporary and classic country 8:30
to close. Kitchen open 9 pm - midnight serving late night
munchies menu.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, 9pm
Hot Dance with DJ Mike Lopez outside on the patio and
DJ Raynman spinning club music inside.9pm-2am.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio open 7pm. Free
Pool til 4pm.

WOODY’S - Open Noon-2am; Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events); Martini Happy Hour 5-
8pm-$1 off all call Martinis; Back Pocket Patio Bar open
8-close. DJ Jeff in the Back Pocket 9-close; Watch for
special events.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Gin until 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens
7pm

SATURDAY

THE BIZ - $1 Draught Beers until 10pm & $4
Finlandia Vodka Red Bull drinks until 11pm; Dance Party
with DJ Shorty at 9:30 mixing it up and playing what you
want to hear!

COLORS - Open 4pm-11pm, Lunch served until
4pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm, $3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75
Domestics and Well, reduced price appetizers. Dinner
served until10pm. Nightly dinner specials.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open 2:00pm. Happy
Hour 2pm-8pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
Kitchen open 11am-9pm. $2.50 Capt. Morgan or Mailbu.
Cheeseburger & Fries Special for $4.50 all day. Best
burgers around. Learn to plau Texas Hold-Em Poker
Lessons at noon with a friendly game to follow - no money
involved. DJ playing dance mix or check our ad for
special events. Kitchen open 9pm to midnight serving
late night munchies menu.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, 5-
8pm karaoke and Teryaki Kabobs on the patio. 8:30pm
Show time w/ Ajia Simone or Janee Star. DJ Q spinning
Club Music inside and Mike Lopez spinning on the patio
10pm to close..

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio Bar open 3pm.
Patio Beer Bust 3-7pm.

WOODY’S - Open 10am-2am; Happy Hour
10am-8pm (excl spec events); Steak/Fish Dinner in the
Back Pocket 5-9pm. Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5-close.
Live Jazz with Arthur Migliazza in the Back Pocket 6-9pm;
DJ Jeff in the Back Pocket 9-close. Watch for special
events.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am. Beer Bust 4-8pm.
$1.25 glass, $2.25 pitcher. Patio Bar Opens 7pm.
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In Their
Own Words

. __ |
BIG SLEAZY IN THE BIG EASY

Another family-values conservative bites the
dust. “Sen. David Vitter, R-La., apologized Monday
night (July 9) for ‘a very serious sin in my past’ after
his telephone number appeared among those
associated with an escort service operated by the so-
called ‘D.C. Madam.” Vitter is also the Chair of
former New York Mayor, Rudy Giuliani’s presidential
bid in the southern states.

In 2004, Vitter campaigned for the Senate
seat with a promise of “protecting the sanctity of
marriage,” and was a co-author of the “Federal
Marriage Act” that sought to prohibit courts from
interpreting same-sex marriage laws.

Vitter said in a June 11, 2006 interview with
the New Orleans Times-Picayune interview, of a Gay
marriage ban: “l don’t believe there’s any issue that’s
more important than this one.” Asked in the interview
to directly whether he meant to say that Gay marriage
is more important that hurricane relief: “What |
meant,” Vitter said, is that “the existence or non-
existence of a stable, loving, two-parent household”
is the most significant predictor of success in life,
although “thatdoesn’t mean you can’trear a child well
in another environment.”

And, displaying a firm grasp of the obvious,
Vitter also conceded that infidelity, divorce, and
deadbeat dads contribute to the breakdown of
traditional families.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 11
WOODY'’S - Wednesday’s Underwear Nite is back.
$1.00 off special for those who participate.

YARD DOG SALOON - Texas Hold-em at 6:30 p..m.
with a Dart Tourney at 8:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, JULY 13

THE BIZ - Karaoke here every Tuesday. Sing your
heart out from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m. Plus 1/2 price Happy
Hour 3:00 to 8:00 p.m. And, it's Fuego Friday!

HOWL AT THE MOON - Line Dance Lessons with
Libby at 7:30 p.m. Special surprise guest will be
performing during the evening. Come out and enjoy
some two-stepping and great entertainment.

Woody’s - July Birthday Party with Birthday Cake and
champagne toast.

SATURDAY, JULY 14

THE BIZ - Drag, Fire, Burlesque ! It's Dragstar
Cabaret here with special guest DJ Hill - One Year
Anniversary Bash - $2.00 U-Calls until 11:00 p.m.
For more info call 318-4838.

HOWL AT THE MOON - July Birthday Party - $1.00
off your drinks all night if your birthday is in July. Two
Sons here 9:00 to midnight playing classic rock from
the Eagles to current alternative..

WOODY'’S - Enjoy live jazz with Danny Krieger in the
Back Pocket Patio Bar.

YARD DOG SALOON - Luau VI!I! Hawaiian Dinner
at 6:00 p.m. DJ Bob S. at 8:00 p.m. and a big
Costume Contest at 10:00 p.m. The winner wins a
trip to Las Vegas.

SUNDAY, JULY 15
WOODY'’S - Drag Bingo

YARD DOG SALOON - Texas Hold-em at Noon and
2:00 p.m.

TUESDAY, JULY 17
THE BIZ - Karaoke 8:00 p.m. until closing. Plus 2-4-
1’s all evening.

FRIDAY, JULY 20
HOWL AT THE MOON - Two Step lessons with
Amanda at 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 21

HOWL AT THE MOON - Benefit show for the Water of
Life Metropolitan Community Church (MCC), Sow
starts at 7:30 p.m. Come early for a good seat. An
evening of comedy, 50-50 raffle and door prize. Shot
specials - Jello shots $1.00.
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TUCSON KNIGHT OWLS (T.K.O) Openly
invites nhew members to our monthly
meetings which occur on the first Saturday
of every month at 12:00 pm., followed by a
beer bust from 2pm to 6pm., at our home
bar the Yard Dog saloon. T.K.O.’s annual
spring/summer fling is now called owils fling.
This year we will be going to Holly Lake July
27th - 30th. The run fee is $60 for members
and $70 for non-members. Applications will
be avaible at our next beer bust. You can
also pick one up from any T.K.O. member.

HALLELUJAH RECOVERY DRUG &
ALCOHOL 12-STEP. Every Thursday
5:30-6:30pm at Cornerstone Fellowship,
2902 N. Geronimo. 622-4626.

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE
CLINIC provided daily by the Pima County
Health Department. Gay friendly. Confi-
dential. Treatment and Medication too!
Any questions? Call 624-8272

SOUTHERN ARIZONA AIDS FOUNDA-
TION (SAAF), 375 S. EUCLID. Office
Hours 8am to 5pm, Monday through
Friday. Direct services and emotional
support for persons with and affected by
HIV. Anonymous HIV testing and support
groups available. Prevention education
programs. 628-SAAF (7223). World wide
web: http://www.saaf.org. VOLUNTEERS
WELCOME.

P.F.L.A.G. - Parents and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays - is a support group
available to anyone who has a son,
daughter or friend who is Gay. Call 360-
3795 or write P.O. Box 36264, Tucson, AZ
85740-6264. All replies confidential.

GLBT-friendly AL-ANON group meets
Saturdays at 11am at Unitarian Universal-
ist Church, 4831 E. 22" Street, Tucson.

YOUNG AND GAY?

GLBT Youth 23 and under, meet every
Saturday in Tucson for sharing, support
and information. Meetings are held at 425
E. 7th Street from 3 t0 4:30 pm. You are not
alone. For more info call Wingspan, 624-
1779.

The TUCSON Chapter of PRIME TIMERS
WORLDWIDE invites Gay or Bisexual men
and their admirers to join and share Prime
Timers fellowship. We welcome mature
men (and admirers) who wish to become
involved with planned and future Prime
Timers (TPT) activities. Meetings lun-
cheons and dinners are held monthly.
For dates, times and information call 298-
6727, leave name and phone number.
Tucsonpt@primetimersww,org

TUCSON GAY INFORMATION AND RE-
FERRAL

For Information on human service organi-
zations, health and mental health ser-
vices, financial and government assis-
tance, emergency services such as food
and shelter, education, etc. Call Informa-
tion and Referral 881-1794 - 8 am - 5 pm
M-F.

AIDS HOTLINE - 326-AlIDS. Hours M-F,
9:00 am to 10:00 pm. Information,
counseling, HIV-related services, Tucson.

GAY OR BI-SEXUAL MEN in relationships
with women. Need friends you can talk to?
Weekly support group meets Wednesdays
6:30 - 8:00 pm. Licensed psychologist
facilitator. Call 745-6977 in Tucson for
more information. Strictly confidential.

WINGSPAN - Tucson’s Gay, Lesbian &
Bisexual Community Center, 425 E. 7th
St., offers support groups / info line / social
events / library / meeting space. Volunteer
Opportunities. Board meetings every 2nd
Thursday (open to all), 6:00 p.m. Informa-
tion 624-1779.

GREATER PHOENIX GAY & LESBIAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (GPGLCC)
P.0. BOX 2097, Phoenix, AZ 85001-2097.
E-mail: webmaster@gpglcc.org or call
(602)225-8444.

SOURCES UNLIMITED, a Lesbian & Gay
referral service. Business and individual
listings are free of charge. All information
available to anyone just simply by asking.
322-5655. Leave message.
TucsonSources@aol.com

GET NAKED with TNTucson MEN! We're
a social and recreational club. Have you
ever longed to camp, swim, hike or play
with others who enjoy the same, dropping
all the masks and pretensions? We;re for
you! TNTucsonMEN@nethere.com, P.O.
Box 12176, Tucson 85792 or call 514-
9894
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IINNER WISDOM - Try hypnotherapy for
pain relief, past life exploration and
addiction release. Also available: Spiritual
Counseling and Dream Interpretation.
579-9020

BEARS OF THE OLD PUEBLO - a social
club for bears and bigger, more robust
men (and of course, those who prefer their
company). For more info, Call the Bears
Hotline (520)790-5775 or write P.O. Box
43910, Tucson, AZ 85733-3910 of visit our
website at www.botop.com All are wel-
come to our general meetings/potlucks on
the 2nd Friday of every month, at 3202 E.
1st St. (the “Ward 6" Office Bldg.) Just
south of Speedway & East of Country
Club. PotLuck Dinner begins at 6:30 and
the monthly meeting follows at 7:15 p.m.

LESBIAN AND GAY AL-ANON - Affected
by someone’s drinking? Meeting every
Tuesday 8:45 to 9:45 p.m. at Lambda
Center, 2940 E. Thomas, Phoenix. Ellie
581-8850 or Ronn 968-2384.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE GROUP - Out-
reach to Gay and Lesbian people in
Arizona. Meets monthly. Write to P.O. Box
893, Phoenix, AZ 85001 or call Eddy
Walters, (602)371-1102

CRONIES SOCIAL GROUP. A Social
group for Gay men who enjoy the
fellowship of their peers. Call Leo at 624-
6768.

T-SQUARES Lesbian and Gay Square
Dance Club, dances Tuesdays. from 6:30-
9 p.m. at Cornerstone Fellowship Social
Hall, 2902 N. Geronimo (Northwest of 1st
Ave. and Glenn). No experience, no
partner required! For more info contact
David at 325-6739, or visit
www.azgaydance.org

LIGHTNING LIGHTING will provide light-
ing for AIDS and related benefits at no
charge. For more info call Adrienne at 889-
7298.

COME EXPLORE YOUR SPIRITUALITY!
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church
offers a variety of Gay and Lesbian groups
and services for the spiritually minded.
Come meet the Family!l For more
information call Debbie 579-9827 or David
323-7943.

LESBIAN/GAY WRITERS: Workshop at
7:00 p.m. third Wednesday of every
month. Read and critique current projects.
Network and support. For info call 325-
4737.

DESERT VOICES, Tucson’'s Gay, Les-
bian, Bisexual, Transgender and Straight
Chorus, has been singing songs of pride,
hope and laughter for 16 seasons. Check
out our website at www.desertvoices.org,
or call (520)791-9662 for information
about upcoming concerts or how to join.

Join the LESBIAN & GAY PUBLIC
AWARENESS PROJECT. In Tucson write
Awareness Project, 3661 N. Campbell
Ave. #365, Tucson, AZ 85719.

AA Meeting with HIV/AIDS focus, Wednes-
days, 7:30 p.m., Wingspan Annex, 425 E.
7" Street. All alcoholics welcome.

MEN’S SOCIAL NETWORK: Social orga-
nization for men of all ages. Building an
extended Gay family in Tucson. Monthly
social potluck gatherings the first Saturday
of each month and almost weekly social
activities. Call 690-9565 for information
and a newsletter. Check the Non-Bar
Calendar in the Observer.

CARE TEAMS ARE AVAILABLE to offer
support to people living with HIV/AIDS.
The Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network
offers trained, compassionate and com-
mitted volunteers to provide services
including friendly visits, light housekeep-
ing, assistance with meals, shopping,
errands, transportation and companion-
ship for medical appointments, and respite
care for primary care givers. No judgement
or proselytizing - we are here to be of
service. For information call Scott at 299-
6647.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SPORTS
TEAMS and updates on Gay Games,
contact TEAM ARIZONA at their website:
teamarizona.org

ARE YOU GAY OR BISEXUAL AND
UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE? The Gay
Young Men’s Project is now looking for
volunteers for the project. We need people
who want to help create a positive social
change for young Gay men as well as
reduce the risk for HIV infection. For more
information please call 628-7223.

THE MEN’'S MASSAGE GROUP meets
the 3rd Sunday of each month. It is a good
way to meet other men of all ages, safely,
and with the art of nurturing touch. There is
a fee. You must sign up in advance to
participate. Call Marc at 881-4582 for more
information or sign up.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE GLBT,
Tucson’s Gay and Lesbian business
networking group holds regular meetings
the third Thursday of every month. Call
615-6436 for more info.
www.tucsonglbtchamber.org

TUCSON PRIDE, INC. (Formerly Tucson
Lesbian and Gay Alliance - TLGA) meets
on the second Wednesday at 845 S.
Craycroft Road at 6pm. Tucson Pride
events: Pride Week, Gay West and

Pride Weekend. Inquiries about support
groups and individual needs should be
directed to Wingspan and other local
agencies listed here. For more information
call 622-3200 or visit the TPl website at
www.tucsonpride.com

LEARN TO BE A LISTENING FRIEND
Unique Hospital Volunteer Program
teaches listening skills to Volunteers who
provide a safe/compassionate environ-
ment to at-risk patients. Training every 6
weeks. 694-7063.

TUCSON INTERFAITH HIV/AIDS NET-
WORK (TIHAN), a coalition of faith
communities committed to a compassion-
ate response to HIV/AIDS, provides HIV
education in congregational settings,
volunteer CareTeams to support HIV+
persons, a referral network of HIV-
sensitive clergy, and interfaith services of
healing and hope. For more information
call 299-6647.

ANONYMOUS HIV COUNSELING AND
TESTING is available through the Pima
County Health Department at sites through-
out Tucson, Very Gay Friendly. For more
information or to make an appointment call
791-7676.

SMART (Self Management And Recovery
Training) a free non-12-step self-help
alternative for people working to overcome
addictive and other emotional problems
meets in Tucson Monday thru Thursdays
at different locations. For more information
about SMART, contact Jennifer at 838-
3975.

OUTLOUD! Tucson’s premiere Local
Lesbian and Gay Radio Show, broadcast
every Sunday from 7-8 pm on 91.3 FM,
Community Radio KXCI.

THEATER / DINNER / MOVIES / ETC!
Nonsmoking Lesbian Network meets
every month. If you'd like to meet women
50+ (flexible) and socialize in a smoke-free
environment, please call or email: 888-
8010 ‘til 9pm, or joycesmth1@aol.com.
The group dines OUT! and attends shows,
movies, comedy events, etc. Now in our
23rd year, 7th in Tucson.

SOUTHERN ARIZONA GENDER ALLI-
ANCE (SAGA). The Southwest’s largest
transgender and gender-diversity advo-
cacy organization. Speakers and panel-
ists available. General meetings monthly
on the 1t Mondays at 7pm; Dezert Girlz
(MTF Support) meets 2" Mondays at 7pm;
Dezert Boyz (FTM Support) meets 3™
Tuesdays at 7pm. Also serving partners,
youth, intersex, service providers and
allies. Call (520)624-1779 x26 for more
info.

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR
ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES. Not a dat-
ing club. Discreet. Meetings every Monday
evening. Call for more info. APEX (Arizona
Power Exchange) 602-415-1123. 24-hr
multi-choice message including informa-
tion, calendar and location.

ARIZONA AIDS POLICY ALLIANCE
(AZAPA) seeks to educate legislators and
citizens about sound AIDS policy. For
more information write AZAPA, 6523 N.
14th St., #112, Phoenix, AZ 85014 or call
602-279-4805.

DESERT DOMINION, whose focus is
providing information and education for
people interested in the BDSM lifestyle,
meets monthly for group discussion and
social events. Visit our web site http://
www.desertdominion.org or call (520)792-
6424

SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS. Start-
ing this February, the Tucson Rape crisis
Center will be providing free confidential
group services for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender survivors of all manner
of sexual assault. Interested persons
please call Mirto Stone, MSW, at 327-1171
(if unavailable leave message with phone
number.
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AAPSP - ARIZONA ASSOCIATION OF
PUBLIC SAFETY PROFESSIONALS: a
confidential organization committed to
providing support and networking for all
Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual public safety
professionals in Arizona. Membership
open to Law Enforcement Officers,
Firefighters, Probation, Parole and Cor-
rections Officers and civilians working
within these agencies. Website: AAPSP.org
or e-mail: AAPSP@aol.com or call Dave
(520)745-9059 (Tucson) or Kim (602)534-
6219 (Phoenix)

GLSEN - Gay, Lesbian and Straight
Education Network meets first Thursday of
every month at 4:30pm at Wingspan, 425
E.7th Street. 743-4800.

SAA (Sex Addicts Anonymous) has 5
meetings a week in Tucson. People who
wish to stop their compulsive sexual
behavior, please call (520) 745-0775 for
current information.

TUCSON GREATER SOFTBALL ASSO-
CIATION. Interested? Call Kelly Quinn,
(520)906-0669 and or Mona Garcia 256-
8728.

LUTHERANS CONCERNED - Tucson
chapter for Gay/Lesbian Lutherans meets
3rd Sunday, 6:30 p.m. each month at
Santa Cruz Lutheran Church, 6809 S.
Cardinal Ave. For information visit
www.lctucson.org write: LC, 7014 E. Golf
Links Road, PMB 212, Tucson, AZ 85730.

REVEILLE GAY MEN'S CHORUS re-
hearses Thursday evenings 7-10pm at the
Historic Y, corner of University Blvd. And
5t Ave. Join us!! Call 304-1758 for more
info.

“OUT ON THE TRAILS - EQUESTRIAN
FUN!”

Rider Club forming. Looking for women
and men to ride together on the trails of
Southern Arizona. Must have own horse,
truck and trailer. For more info write: “Out
On The Trails” P.O. Box 44045, Tucson,
AZ 85733-4045

THE MAN TO MAN Social/erotic education
club is the tantric men’s group that offers
passionate friendships, fun activities and
real Tantric sex education. Marc 881-4582

LGBT Buddhist Meditation Group. Join us
for two 20 minute silent sitting meditations,
and reading from Buddhist Spiritual text
and discussion. Bring a friend and a pillow
or cushion. Takes place every Sunday
from 10-11:30AM at Wingspan, 425 E. 7th
St. Donations accepted. Contact Maurice
Grossman for more info. 323-2293.

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP FOR VICTIM/
SURVIVORS OF Domestic Violence,
Sexual Assault, Hate Crimes, Bias Acts,
Harassment. Call Lori at Wingspan, 624-
1779, ext. 20. Services are free.

MEN’S HIKING CLUB - A peer-run
MEN’s outdoor club for hiking, biking, camp-
ing, boating etc, is now up and running in
the Tucson area. To join, go to SAGE-Tuc-
son-subscribe @yahoogroups.com. See
you on the trails.

MEN’S KINK DISCUSSION GROUP (Open
to all who identify as male and are 18 or
older) meets 2" Tuesday of the month,
7:00 p.m. at Desert Dominion, 3843 E. 37*
Street, Tucson, AZ. (Map available at
www.desertdominion,org) For those who
are kinky or just curious. No fee,
contributions are appreciated, but not
required.

The new MAN TO MAN INTENTIONAL
COMMUNITY is meeting about honoring
the spiritual side of ourselves. It is the
men’s social/erotic group that offers
passionate friendships, fun activities, and
real tantric sex education. Call Marc 881-
4582 in advance Check it out. We meet
the 1 and 39 Wednesdays, 7-9pm.
Potluck dinner. Donation.

BROTHERS OF THE COMPASSIONATE
WAY. Pagan spiritual group for gay,
bisexual, transgendered men. Box 41623,
Tucson, AZ 85717.
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Senate Okays
Judge Who
Attended Lesbian

Union

Janet T. Neff

WASHINGTON, D.C. (Observer Up-
date) - The Senate has confirmed the
nomination of a Michigan judge who
attended a same-sex union ceremony
in 2002 and drew concern from Sen.
Sam Brownback about her views on
Gay marriage, Associated Press re-
ported on 365Gay.com.

Brownback, R-Kan., a candi-
date for the Republican nomination for
president, was one of four senators
who voted against the confirmation of
Janet T. Neff to be a federal District
Court judge in western Michigan. Her
nomination was approved by a vote of
83-4. Last year Brownback questioned
Neff's views of same-sex marriage
after learning about her role in the
same-sex commitment ceremony,
which surfaced because of a wedding
announcement in The New York
Times. He blocked her nomination but
then agreed to allow it to come up for a
vote after he met with her privately and
she appeared for a Senate hearing.

Neff, a Michigan Court of
Appeals judge, said during the hearing
in May that the Massachusetts cer-
emony was for the daughter of close
family friends and her partner. Neff
said she gave a homily but did not
preside over the service. Brownback
said that Neff's responses to his
questions about Gay marriage sug-
gested that she did not consider it to be
settled by voters and the state
legislature. Michigan has a constitu-
tional ban on Gay marriage that
prohibits recognition of civil unions or
same-sex partnerships. “I think she
has an activist view on this issue,”
Brownback said in remarks on the
Senate floor. “The fact that Judge Neff
feels the court has to weigh in before
this issue is settled suggests a
misunderstanding of the role of the
judiciary.”

Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., a
supporter of Neff's nomination, noted
the ceremony was private and “had no
legal effect.” Neff, he said, “felt that it
was like being asked by one of her own
daughters to be part of an important
event in her life.” Neff said during the
Senate hearing in May that she could
apply the law without regard to her
personal views. “| recognize that | have
to part with my personal views,
whatever they are, at the door of the
courthouse before | walk in,” she said.
The others who voted against her
confirmation were Sens. Jim Bunning
of Kentucky, Jon Kyl of Arizona and
Mel Martinez of Florida, all Republi-
cans.
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Dozens Lock Lips

To Show Solidarity

For Lesbian Teens
Kicked Off Bus

PORTLAND, Oregon (Observer Up-
date) - Dozens of people locked lips in
downtown Portland Sunday afternoon
in a show of solidarity with two Lesbian
teenagers who were kicked off a TriMet
bus for kissing last month.

TriMet officials said the 64-
year-old bus driver faced disciplinary
action for removing the two 14-year-old
girls during a June 8 incident aboard
his bus, but did not release the details.
The driver, an 11-year veteran,
violated several agency procedures
and policies, officials said.

The girls said the driver called
them “sickos” after a female passenger
complained about their kiss. He then
stopped the bus along the street and
forced them off.

WEEKLY OBSERVER

Advocate To Offer Magazine
Without Second Cover

NEW YORK CITY - The Advocate, the
national Gay magazine, is kicking off
the covers. That is, the magazine is
starting to do away with the extra cover
thatis placed on the magazine before it
is sealed in a plastic wrapper,
concealing its identity during ship-
ment, reported the New York Times

Michael Phelps, the publisher
of The Advocate, said the new policy of
openness came about after the
magazine polled its readers in April,
asking them if they wanted to continue
to receive the magazine in the wrapper
or not. “The majority no longer wanted
the covering,” said Mr. Phelps, who
was promoted to publisher of the
magazine just a few weeks ago. “For
some, they said they were environ-
mentally conscious and wanted to cut
down on waste. For others, it was more
of an out-and-proud issue.” And what

about those who do not like the idea of
the mail carrier knowing their busi-
ness? “Those readers will still have the
option to continue to get the magazine
in the bag,” Mr. Phelps said.

Keith Boykin, a frequent com-
mentator on CNN who is openly Gay,
said he was not surprised about the
new policy. “People who subscribe to
The Advocate tend to be more
politically conscious,” he said, “and as
society moves forward, more and more
Gay people want to be visible.” The
Advocate is owned by PlanetOut, and
the company is planning to change the
way it mails out other magazines it
publishes, too, including Out maga-
zine. Bob Witeck, the chief executive of
Witeck-Combs Communications, a
market research firm with a focus on
the Gay market, said the development
gives publishers a chance to gauge
their market. “I’'m very excited about
this because, pardon the cliché, The
Advocate is coming out of the closet,”
he said. “It's a test of whether its
readership has matured and can
embrace the magazine in public.” He
also wondered whether other publish-
ers would follow suit. Raymonde C.
Green, the editor in chief of Uneq, a
magazine primarily for the urban Gay
market that is nearly a year old and is
mailed to subscribers in a wrapper,
said, “We are a fairly new magazine, so
we are still trying to gain the trust of our
readers.”



