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The Fear Of Fear Itself

It was appalling to
watch over the last few days
as Congress - now led by
Democrats - caved in to yet
another unnecessary and
dangerous expansion of
President Bush’s powers,
this time to spy on Ameri-
cans in violation of basic
constitutional rights. Many
of the 16 Democrats in the
Senate and 41 in the House
who voted for the bill said
that they had acted in the
name of national security,
but the only security at play
was their job security.

There was plenty of bad
behavior. Republicans marched in
mindless lockstep with the president.
There was double-dealing by the
White House. The director of national
intelligence, Mike McConnell, crossed
the line from being a steward of this
nation’s security to acting as a White
House political operative.

But mostly, the spectacle left
us wondering what the Democrats -
especially their feckless Senate lead-
ers - plan to do with their majority in
Congress if they are too scared of
Republican campaign ads to use it to
protect the Constitution and restrain
an out-of-control president.

The votes in the House and
Senate were supposed to fix a
genuine glitch in the 1978 Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act, which
requires the government to obtain a
warrant before eavesdropping on
electronic communications that in-
volve someone in the United States.
The court charged with enforcing that
law said the government must also
seek a warrant if the people are
outside the country, but their commu-
nications are routed through data
exchanges here - a technological
problem that did not exist in 1978.

Instead of just fixing that
glitch, the White House and its allies
on Capitol Hill railroaded Congress
into voting a vast expansion of the
president’s powers. They gave the
director of national intelligence and
the attorney general authority to
intercept - without warrant, court
supervision or accountability - any
telephone call or e-mail message that
moves in, out of or through the United
States as long as there is a
‘reasonable belief” that one party is
not in the United States. The new law
all but eviscerates the 1978 law. The
only small saving grace is that the new
statute expires in six months.

The House handled this mess
somewhat better than the Senate,
moving to the floor a far more sensible
bill. Mr. McConnell certified that the
House bill would address the problem
raised by the court. That is, until the
White House made clear that it

wanted to use the court’s rulingtograb a
lot more power. Mr. McConnell then
reversed his position and demanded
that Congress pass the far more
expansive bill.

Inthe Senate, the team of Harry
Reid, the majority leader, gave up fast,
agreeing to a deal that doomed any
good bill. The senators then hurriedly
approved the White House bill, dumped
it on the House and skulked off on
vacation. Representative Rahm
Emanuel, the fourth-ranking member of
the Democratic House leadership, said
yesterday that his party would not wait
for the new eavesdropping authority to
expire, and would have a new,
measured bill on the floor by October.
We look forward to reading it.

But the problem with Congress
last week was that Democrats were
afraid to explain to Americans why the
White House bill was so bad and so
unnecessary - despite what the White
House was claiming. There are good
answers, if Democrats are willing to
address voters as adults. To start, they
should explain that - even if it were a
good idea, and it’s not - the government
does not have the capability to sort
through billions of bits of electronic
communication. And the larger ques-
tion: why, six years after 9/11, is this
sort of fishing expedition the supposed
first line of defense in the war on
terrorism?

While serving little purpose, the
new law has real dangers. It would allow
the government to intercept, without a
warrant, every communication into or
out of any country, including the United
States. Instead of explaining all this to
American voters - the minimal benefits
and the enormous risks - the Democrats
have allowed Mr. Bush and his fear-
mongering to dominate all discussions
on terrorism and national security.

Mr. Bush claims that he has
kept America safe since 9/11. But that
claim ignores the country’s very real
and present vulnerabilities. Six years
after the 9/11 attacks the administration
has still failed to secure American ports,
railroads and airports from terrorist
attack, and has put the profits of the
chemical and nuclear-power industries
ahead of safeguarding their plants.

Continued on Page Five

Observer Recommendations For The
2007 Tucson Primary Election:
Regina Romero & Rodney Glassman

TUCSON (ON) - Early ballots for the
2007 City of Tucson primary election
have gone out to those registered
voters who have requested them and
wish to cast their ballot through the
mail or prior to the election.

For this primary election, to be

Regina Romero

held Tuesday, September 11 for those
individuals who will cast their ballots at
their polling places, there are two
contested elections, for the Demo-
cratic nomination for the City Council
seats in Ward 2 which comprises
Tucson’s northeast side and Ward 1
that comprises the west side of the city.

Two candidates are running in
each of the Ward Democratic primary
elections.

For the Ward 1 contest, are
Ken Green and Regina Romero.

In Ward 2, Robert Reus and
Rodney Glassman are vying for the
nomination.

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
Transgender (LGBT) and HIV/AIDS
Tucsonans have a clear choice for this
important election.

Regina Romero has an out-
standing record of community activ-
ism. She is a southern Arizona native
raised in a farmworker family in
Somerton, Romero learned early the
importance of engaging in the demo-
cratic process from her father, who was
active in the United Farm Worker’s
movement.

The youngest of six siblings,
Romero was the first in her family to
attend college, graduating from the
University of Arizona with a B.S. in
Communication in 2000. Romero’s
experience includes working as the
Pima County Youth Internship Coordi-
nator, serving 450 youths each year
from 1996 to 2000. She worked with the
Board of Supervisors, school districts,
Pima Community College and private
agencies.

From 2000 to 2005 Romero
served as Pima County Program
Coordinator for Neighborhood Rein-
vestment, working with over 20
neighborhoods and city and county
staff to develop and implement projects
totaling more than $3.5 million. Her
efforts resulted in sidewalks, pedes-
trian walkways and safer streets to

make Tucson a more livable commu-
nity. Most recently, Romero worked on
community development issues as an
aide to Tucson City Council Member
Karin Uhlich.

Romero was an opponent of
Proposition 107 and has reached out to
the LGBT and HIV/AIDS communities
to be an integral part of her bid. Ivy
Schmitz, Kent Burbank and Vicki
Gaubeca are just a few of the many
members of the LGBT, HIV/AIDS and
straight supportive allies who support
Regina’s effort to be the next
Councilmember for Tucson’s Ward 1.

When Rodney Glassman an-
nounced his candidacy, he said he
plans to have everyone from all
aspects of the community at his
political table, equally, regardless of
position, sex, national origin, religion,

Rodney Glassman

sexual orientation, gender identity, HIV
status. Everyone is equal and
welcome, something the Observer
considers a refreshing change.

Glassman is living up to this
promise by only taking donations of
$20 each from individuals, no money
from businesses and political action
committees. He is running under the
City’s matching fund program for
political campaigns.

Rodney graduated from the
University of Arizona in 1997 where he
earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in Agricultural Economics. Rodney
continued his studies, at the University
of Arizona’s prestigious Eller College
of Business and Management where
he received an MBA as well as a
Master of Public Administration de-
gree. His love of learning also
motivated him to pursue studies in Arid
Land Resource Sciences, receiving a
doctoral degree in 2005 from the
University of Arizona.

Rodney’s experience in the
private sector include his position as
General Manager of his family’s ice
rink business the Gateway Ice Center,
and as a Principal for RBG Community
Development Services. In January
2003, Rodney joined U.S. Representa-
tive Raul M. Grijalva’s staff as
Legislative Aide for Business and
Agriculture, working on legislation
pertaining to the business and agricul-
tural community in the District. He
served as a liaison for Congressman
Grijalva to the agriculture and business
communities by organizing monthly

Continued on Page Four
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Desert Voices Open
House Rehearsals,
Aug. 13 & 20

TUCSON (Observer Update)- Desert
Voices will be starting their 19th season
of singing and they will be holding Open
House Rehearsals Monday August 13
and 20, 7 to 9:30 p.m. at Water of Life
MCC, 3269 N. Mountain.

Come find out how Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, and
straight people work together, play
together, and nurture our spirituality
together. The shows will be performed
again at the incredible Proscenium
Theatre located at Pima Community
College West. There will be three
shows for the season. The Fall show
will be performed Saturday November
17, at 7:30 p.m., Sunday November 18,
2 p.m. The Spring show will be
performed Saturday April 19 and
Sunday April 20, 2008. The date and
venue for the February show are yet to
be determined.

For more information, call
(520) 791-9662 or go online to
desertvoices.org.

Reveille Fall Rehears-
als, August 23 & 30

TUCSON - Reveille, Tucson’s Gay
Men’s Chorus begins its Fall rehearsals
Thursday, August 23 and 30 7 to 10:00
p.m. at The Historic Y, 300 E. University
Blvd.

Ifyou've everthoughtyou'd like
to sing in a male chorus and get
involved in community and interna-
tional human rights outreach, please
check Reveille out.

Reveille Tucson Gay Men’s
Chorus is a singing ensemble of gay
and Gay-supportive men who: Present
excellent choral performances; Honor
diversity and individual worth; Cel-
ebrate the unique qualities of Gay
culture and nurture a caring chorus
family

Reveille’s goals are: To be
widely known for artistic excellence in
the performance of male chorus
repertoire drawn from all genres; To
present entertaining concerts and
shows that are enjoyable, exciting,
inspiring and thought provoking; To
have a loyal, diverse, and growing
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audience throughout Southern Arizona
and beyond; To promote human rights
and reduce homophobia through our
performances; To provide a safe,
accepting, and supportive environ-
ment for members’ personal and
artistic growth and to function as a
successful arts organization commit-
ted to long-term development and
growth.

For more information, go
online to reveillechorus.org

Meet Wingspan’s New
Executive Director,
Joseph Bodenmiller,
August 16

TUCSON (Observer Update) - Wing-
span is inviting everyone for a
Community Reception to welcome
Joseph Bodenmiller to Wingspan,
Thursday, August 16, 4:30t06:30 p.m.,
at Wingspan, 425 E. 7" St.

Bodenmiller is Wingspan’s
new Executive Director, succeeding
Kent Burbank.

Bodenmiller has more than 20
years experience managing program-
matic development, fiscal oversight,
strategic development and day to day
operations for nonprofit agencies with
annual budgets of up to $5 million.

For the past 5 years, he has
been the Program Director for Cov-
enant House New Orleans which
provides shelter and services to
homeless, runaway and at-risk youth
ages 16 - 21. He was formerly
Executive Director of Palmetto AIDS in
Tennessee.

Bodenmiller is skilled in devel-
oping comprehensive fund develop-
ment strategies and marketing plans
and implementing community collabo-
rations.

The 11-member Search Com-
mittee, chaired by Olguin was com-
posed of Wingspan board and staff
members, volunteers and community
leaders. In making its recommenda-
tion, the committee screened more
than 60 applicants for the position and
conducted an extensive interview
process that provided opportunities for
input from the entire community. The
choice was unanimous.

Other Voices
Women’s Reading
Series At Antigone

Books Aug. 10

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
Penelope Starr and Kaitlin Meadows
will be featured at the Other Voices
Women’s Reading Series, Friday,
August 10, at Antigone Books, 411 N.
Fourth Ave.

For more than three years,
Penelope Starr’'s Odyssey Storytelling
has proudly presented a rash of
creative folks sharing their personal
stories with strangers. When she’s not
organizing events she restores Navajo
rugs, makes art, and coordinates the
senior program at Wingspan.

Kaitlin Meadows is a mixed
media artist, poet, paper maker, tinker,
wordsmith, and storyteller. She is
currently creating a series of sacred
vessels made from handmade paper
and botanical ephemera and writing a
book of essays called “Over The Wall.”
Open microphone follows.

TIHAN Receives
Grant From Commu-

nity Foundation

TUCSON - The Community Founda-
tion for Southern Arizona (CFSA) is
funding a new effort to help people with
HIV/AIDS live longer, healthier lives,
reported the Tucson Citizen.

Juanita Molina, coordinator of
care partner support for TIHAN (the
Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network)
said the foundation’s grant of $10,000
for 2007-08 will fill what she called an
emerging need for more social support
for long-term survivors of HIV/AIDS.

CFSA’s grant for the Link
Specialist Program will fund the
recruitment and training of volunteers
who will help TIHAN clients find
community resources to help them
thrive, Molina said. These volunteers
will also help transients with HIV/AIDS
whose care may not be supervised by
local social service or health care
agencies.

CORRECTION
TUCSON - In the “what the heck was
on Mark Kerr's mind,” department, in
the Observer, #1202, for the caption to
the picture about the death of Michel
Serrault, Serrault and Ugo Tognazzi
were incorrectly listed as left and right.

It was the other way around
and to those fans of the 1978 film, the
Observer extends its apologies for the
error.

Note: for the record, Mark Kerr
wrote this correction.
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INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana - For a quarter
century Patrick Atkins and Brett Conrad
shared their lives including a home and
bank accounts but when Atkins fell near
fatally ill Conrad discovered he had no
rights in determining the care or who
would deliver it to his ailing partner,
365Gay.com reported. In 2005 Atkins
collapsed while on a business trip to
Atlanta. He had a ruptured aneurysm
and later suffered a stroke while
hospitalized.

When Conrad arrived in Atlanta
Atkins’ family directed the hospital to
refuse him access to the ailing 47-year
old, the Indianapolis Star reports. He
was allowed by sympathetic hospital
staff to sneak in after hours and after
Atkins parents had left.

When Atkins was moved to a
nursing home Conrad again was forced
to sneak in to see the man with whom he
had spend more than half his life.

Later that year Conrad filed for
guardianship of Atkins. But the now
severely disabled man’s parents quickly
moved their son to their home and have
refused to allow Conrad access to him.

For the past two years Conrad
has been battling the Atkins family in
court.

Legal documents obtained by
the Star show that Atkins’ mother,
Jeanne Atkins, believes homosexuality
is a sin and refuses to acknowledge the
men’s relationship.

In June the Indiana Court of
Appeals ruled that Conrad must have
visitation rights.

“Brettand Patrick have spent 25
years together as life partners - longer
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Battle Between Gay Man And Sick Partner’s Family
Highlights Lack Of Same-Sex Couple Rights

than Patrick lived at home with his
parents - and their future life together
has been destroyed by Patrick’s
tragic medical condition and by the
Atkinses’ unwillingness to accept
their son’s lifestyle,” the ruling said.

But the court left the care of
Atkins up to his parents.

The Atkins family has asked
the Appeals Court to reconsider the
visitation ruling. Eventually the case
is expected to go to the Indiana
Supreme Court.

Indiana has a so-called

defense of marriage law barring same-
sex couples from marrying and no
legislation giving any rights to Gay and
Lesbian couples. Socially conserva-
tive groups have for several years
been trying to get a proposed
amendment banning Gay marriage put
to voters.

In April the measure died in
committee but groups supporting the
amendment are continuing to push for
it.

LGBT civil rights activists in
the state say the situation in which
Conrad and Atkins find themselves
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show the need for same-sex marriage.

Advocates of a constitutional
ban say the couple should have had
living wills to protect themselves and
that the amendment is still needed.

“The problem isn’t the couple
couldn’t get married,” Curt Smith,
president of the Indiana Family
Institute told The Star.

“The energy from the interven-
tion comes from the parents’ disap-
proval. . . . They think it's wrong, and
that's not something the law can
address.”

Firefighters Threaten Lawsuit Over ‘Forced’
LGBT Pride Appearance

SAN DIEGO, California - Four San
Diego firefighters claim they were
forced to take part in the city’s LGBT
pride parade and were subjected to
sexual taunts by crowds on the
street, reported 365Gay.com.

The four have hired Michi-
gan-based Thomas More Law Cen-
ter, a conservative Christian law
practice, to represent them. Thomas
More Attorney Stephen Stirling has
asked the California Department of
Fair Employment and Housing for
right-to-sue notices, a first step
toward a lawsuit. “You could not even
look at the crowd without getting
some kind of sexual gesture. If any
crew member were to hang up
pictures at the station of what we
saw, we would be disciplined,” one of
the firefighters is quoted as saying in
a press release issued by the
Thomas More Center. “| was forced

into a situation that would compromise
what | hold true and what | believe in.”

The four are claiming they
were ordered by their battalion chief to
ride in the July 21 parade. The
firefighters claim they followed the
order fearing that if they refused they
would be suspended or punished. In
previous years firefighters were en-
couraged but not ordered to take partin
the parade. A spokesperson for the fire
department said that the men were
assigned to the parade at the last
minute because the volunteer partici-
pants backed out at the last minute
when one of them had a family crisis,
and that the four worked in a fire station
near the parade route.

The San Diego fire department
has participated in the city’s pride
parade for the past 15 years. Fire Chief
Tracy Jarman said in a statement that

she has met with the four firefighters
and had asked another city department
to investigate their claims. Jarman is
one of only a handful of lesbian fire
chiefs in the country. The four, in the
application to sue, claim the depart-
ment failed to protect them from sexual
harassment and didn’t immediately act
to correct the situation.

Lesbian Fire Chief Tracy Jarman
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G/L Students Rush To State
Greek Life

MESA - The students who formed Sigma
Phi Beta six years ago wanted a social
scene for Gay men at ASU the same as
straight students have enjoyed for
decades, reported the Associated Press
for the East Valley Tribune. They didn’t
intend to help the spread of Gay
organizations within Greek life at univer-
sities across the state and nation.

But this fall, the Arizona State
University chapter will expand as it
organizes a Sigma Phi Beta chapter at
Northern Arizona University. Though
open to all male students, the fraternity
focuses on supporting the Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender community. “We feel
that what we created on campus was so
powerful and creating change and
impacting the lives of Gay students, that
we want to create that same environment
at other campuses,” said Sam Holdren,
president of Sigma Phi Beta’s national
office.

The group became an official
ASU fraternity in 2003 and is a member of
the Interfraternity Council. Last semester,
a Sigma Phi Beta official even served as a
vice president of the council. It partici-
pates in the same “rush,” a recruitment
period at the beginning of each school
year, as all other fraternities. “With each
rush that we do, we get more people
interested in us because they’re looking
for that safe space to be themselves,” said
Steven Tran, president of the fraternity’s
ASU chapter. Sigma Phi Beta has about
25 members and looks to double its
numbers this school year. The fraternity is
one of a growing number of Gay
organizations testing the stereotype of the
straight college student who joins Greek
life.

Since 1986, Delta Lamda Phi has
established chapters on 21 college
campuses, including the University of
Arizona. However, the fraternity does not
focus exclusively on students and has five
chapters that are not affiliated with higher
education. Arizona State, in particular,
has become a major force behind the Gay
movement within Greek life. Gamma Rho
Lamda is a sorority for ASU’s Lesbian
community. The sorority formed in 2003
when a female attempted to join Sigma
Phi Beta, but was rejected because of her
gender, according to Gamma Rho
Lamda’s Web site. “Even though Arizona’s
considered a ‘red’ state and whatnot, |
haven’t personally felt any harm from
ASU,” said Liana Alexander, president of
the sorority’s ASU chapter.

Shortly after it started, Gamma
Rho Lamda, typically shortened to “GRL,”

set up chapters at Georgia Southern
University and San Diego State
University. It also recently set up a
“colony,” a fledgling chapter, at the
University of Missouri. Many tradi-
tional fraternities and sororities have
long admitted Gay students. How-
ever, Gay and Lesbian members were
still minorities within the larger
membership of those groups. “At
Sigma Phi Beta, you are who you are,”
Tran said. “That’s it. You don’t have to
be understood; you don’t have to be
accepted.” Holdren said the fraternity’s
officers have been using social
networking sites like Facebook and
MySpace to organize such an envi-
ronment at NAU. Sigma Phi Beta has
received significant support from
ASU’s administration for all of its
growth, he said. “That’s change right
there, the fact that you have Gay
people integrated into traditionally a
very conservative system,” Holdren
said.

Arizona State works to help
all student organizations flourish, no
matter what their focus is, said
Jennifer Stults, assistant director of
fraternity and sorority life. “Universi-
ties tend to be inclusive environments
so, quite honestly, | wouldn’t have
expected much different in terms of
the inclusiveness,” Stults said. “This
is just normal and natural. We hope to
see these organizations grow and
expand to other campuses.”

Observer
Recommendations

Continued from Page One

round-tables and analyzing legisla-
tion.

Glassman was opposed to
Proposition 107, giving funding and
more importantly time, by walking to
spread the word about the proposal.
As a Board member of the Boy Scouts,
Glassman led the fight to change the
policy and personally lead a local
effort to reach out to the GLBT
community and built relationships
with leaders of the GLBT commission.
As a Councilmember, he will give his
support and affirmation for funding for
HIV/AIDS organizations.

To request an early ballot,
either call (520) 791-4213 or go online
to: www.tucsonaz.gov/clerks/
ballotrequest.php.
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TKO “Owl Run 2007”

TUCSON - The Tucson Knight Owls
(TKO) began their annual Owl Run on
July 27", at Holly Lake, Arizona. The
four day, three night affair included
great food, fishing, fun, friendship, and
Contest Games which included polish
balls, horse shoes, dick toss, hula
hoop.

15 people in all attended, 14 of
whom are pictured above - plus the
photographer, and the photo includes
TKO members, friends and family. The
contest winners are as follows.

Polish Balls

1st place - Allison, Karen

2nd place - Jeff, Rob

3rd place - Jack, Ron

Horse Shoes

1st place - Karen
2nd place - Jeff
3rd place - Jack

Hula Hoop

1st place - Tim
2nd place - Karen
3rd place - Rob

Winnie Toss

1st place - Jeff
2nd place - Karen
3rd place - Jack

Trash Award
Jack

Little Prick Award
Rayan

If you have never been on
an OWL RUN or have not seen the
White Mountains at Hawley Lake,
sign up next year with TKO. TKO
encourages all who are interested to
join orsitin on one of their meetings,
everyone is always welcome.

GLAAD Releases Inaugural ‘Network
Responsibility Index’ Report; Examines
LGBT Representation On The Five
Broadcast Television Netrworks: ABC Scores
Highest, Fox Receives Failing Grade

LOS ANGELES - The Gay & Lesbian
Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD)
today released its inaugural GLAAD
Network Responsibility Index, a first-
of-its-kind report that maps the quan-
tity, quality and diversity of images of
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender (LGBT) people on net-
work television.

ABC, with shows like Brothers
& Sisters and Ugly Betty, received the
highest ranking of the five networks.
NBC, once home to Will & Grace,
ranked fourth, and FOX scored lowest.

“While we have made great
strides in the ten years since Ellen
DeGeneres came out on television,”
says GLAAD President Neil G. Giuliano,
“this report shows where work still
needs to be done and which networks
are failing to represent millions of
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender viewers. The airwaves
quite literally belong to each and every
one of us, and, as such, networks have
an obligation to reflect the faces and
stories of their viewers.”

GLAAD examined all primetime
programming — 4,693 hours — on the
five major networks (ABC, CBS, The
CW, FOX, and NBC) from June 1, 2006
- May 31, 2007.

Each hour was reviewed for
any on-screen major or minor LGBT
representations. Based on the overall
quantity, quality and diversity of these
representations, a grade was assigned
to each network: Excellent (No Net-
work received this rating), Good, Fair,
or Failing:

ABC - 171 LGBT inclusive

hours out of 1,147 total hours (15%
of programming). RANK = Good

The CW - 56 LGBT inclu-
sive hours out of 472 total hours
(12% of programming). RANK = Fair

CBS-100.5 LGBT inclusive
hours out of 1,147 total hours (9% of
programming). RANK = Fair

NBC - 83 LGBT inclusive
hours out of 1,147 total hours (7% of
programming). RANK = Fair

FOX - 50 LGBT inclusive
hours out of 780 total hours (6% of
programming). RANK = Poor

“We know that seeing multi-
dimensional, diverse people repre-
sented on television changes public
perception,” says GLAAD Entertain-
ment Media Director Damon Romine,
editor of the report. “Millions of
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender Americans fight every
day for equality and for the right to
live their lives without fear of
discrimination and violence. True
equality will be in our grasp when
network television presents our
stories in a fair, accurate and
inclusive way.”

Copies of the GLAAD Net-

ibility Index have
to programming
e five networks, and
forward to further
h the networks on
their LGBT repre-
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COMMENTARY....

The Fear Of Fear Itself

Continued from Page One

Mr. Bush also worries Demo-
cratic strategists by talking about “stay-
ing on the offensive” against terrorism,
but it was his decision to invade Iraq that
diverted resources from the real offen-
sive, the one against Al Qaeda in
Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Mr. Bush’s incessant fear-mon-
gering - and the Democrats’ refusal to
challenge him - has had one notable
success. The only issue on which
Americans say that they trust Republi-
cans more than Democrats is terrorism.
At least those Americans are afraid of
terrorists. The Democrats who voted for
this bill, and others like it over the last few
years, show only fear of Republicans.

The Democratic majority has
made strides on other issues like
children’s health insurance against White

House opposition. As important as
these measures are, they do not
excuse the Democrats from remedying
the damage Mr. Bush has done to civil
liberties and the Bill of Rights. That is
their most important duty.

(This was the editorial from the
August 7 edition of the New York
Times, from which this is reprinted.)
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Without Proof, Military Targets
Man Assumed To Be Gay

NEW YORK CITY - After enduring
months of homophobic harassment and
slurs, a decorated soldier with an
exemplary service record may have
been targeted for dismissal by his Army
superiors because they think that he is
Gay, PageOneQ.com reported in an
exclusive. PFC Christopher
Mastromarino, pictured, a military
policeman and member of the Army’s
prestigious Old Guard — a regiment that
serves as an honor guard at White
House functions, services at Arlington
Cemetery and Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier, as well as security at private
functions for top Pentagon officials in
Washington, D.C. —was court-martialed
in May after indecent assault charges
were filed against him in February.

The charges alleged that
Mastromarino sexually harassed other
male soldiers in his unit with unwanted
touching and verbal comments. He was
ultimately convicted of three counts of
simple assault. The military court’s
ruling, however, has yet to be approved
by the regiment’s commanding general,
and Mastromarino has appealed the
decision.

But the Maryland native told
PageOneQ during a recent interview
that he is innocent of the charges. And
that the prosecution’s case was filled
with conflicting testimony, here-say and
rumors, and a questionable timeline.

In addition, according to sworn
testimony during the trial, two prosecu-
tion witnesses said that they did not
consider the physical contact between
themselves and Mastromarino to be an
assault, although the command chose
to bring those charges forward against
him.

“You are supposed to have
some kind of credible evidence,”
Mastromarino said. “That leads me to
believe that they were on some kind of
agenda.” After requesting interviews
with Mastromarino’s regimental com-
mander, as well as his equal opportu-
nity officer, PageOneQ was told by The
Old Guard’s public affairs office that
Army officials cannot comment on “a
pending case.”

Lack of Don’'t Ask Don’'t Tell
evidence doesn’t stop prosecution.
According to the military’s “Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell” policy, soldiers can be
dismissed from the service by telling
others they are Gay or Lesbian, engage
in homosexual activity, or marry or
attempt to marry someone of the same
Sex.

But Mastromarino’s command
did not use the policy to court-martial
him. That is because the investigators
and prosecution did not find or present
any credible evidence to the jury that
Mastromarino has violated the Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell policy, according to
Steve Ralls of the Servicemembers
Legal Defense Network.

SLDN (Servicemembers Legal
Defense Network), a national nonprofit
legal services and watchdog organiza-
tion dedicated to ending discrimination
against and harassment of military
personnel affected by “Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell,” has been assisting Mastromarino
with his court-martial case.

Instead, Ralls said, the unit’s
command used rumors and hearsay
during their investigation and trial to
suggest that Mastromarino was Gay, in
an effort to cast his physical and verbal
contact with other male soldiers as
inappropriate.

Ralls argued that Mastromarino
was targeted not because his actions
were outside the realm of acceptable

PFC Christopher Mastromarino

behavior within The Old Guard, but
because of an intolerant, hostile and
homophobic climate within the regi-
ment.

“If this had been anyone else,
there would have been no trial,” he
said.

And this is not the first time
Mastromarino has been targeted on
questionable charges related to his
perceived sexuality. Similar indecent
assault charges were brought against
Mastromarino in January 2007, but
were quickly dropped for lack of
supporting evidence after they were
separately investigated and reviewed
by the military police and the Army’s
Criminal Investigative Command
(CID).

Some of the same soldiers
that were involved in this earlier case,
were involved in the charges that led
to Mastromarino’s later court-martial.
Ralls said if his conviction is left to
stand, and he is permanently dis-
charged, it could ruin both the
soldier’s military and civilian career.
‘Its very clear that there was no
evidence,” he said, adding that it
appears that his command used the
assault charges as “a convenient way
to get rid” of who they perceived to be
“the Gay soldier” in the unit.

Rumors fly: ‘Mastro is a
faggot’ Mastromarino enlisted in the
Army in 2003, with hopes of becoming
a military police officer. Two of his
older brothers also have served in the
military, one in the Air Force and
another as an Army chaplain. “I kind of
look up to my brothers,” Mastromarino,
the youngest of six boys, said.

The Maryland native said he
decided to join the Army not just to
walk in his brothers’ shoes, but also to
help forward his opportunities after his
service.

“I want to be a police officer,
and | was hoping to get some good
police training” in the military, he said.
“‘And, | also wanted to serve my
country.”

After being stationed at Fort
Wood in Missouri and then on the
Korean peninsula — received numer-
ous awards, medals and accolades
for his service and volunteer efforts at
both stations — Mastromarino decided
to try something different, and closer
to home. So, he applied to The Old
Guard. And, due to his spotless and
outstanding service record — as well
as glowing letters of recommendation
— he was one of a small handful of
soldiers that are handpicked to join
the regiment each year. “One of the
most prestigious honors is to be a
member of the honor guard,” he said.
“I have been very honored to do it.”

Continued on Page Seven
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School System Allows Group To
Promote ‘Gay Conversion To Students

MCLEAN, Virginia - The School board
in Arlington County, Virginia has
agreed to allow a so-called ex-gay
group to distribute material to high
school students claiming homosexual-
ity can be reversed, 365Gay.com
reported. The school system’s decision
settles a lawsuit by the group Parents
and Friends of Ex-Gays, or PFOX.

The organization went to court
claiming the school district had dis-
criminated against it by refusing to
distribute flyers. Arlington County
Schools said it had a policy of turning
down the distribution of material from
all groups, although the policy was not
in writing. The school board has since
put its policy in writing, but the lawsuit
continued. PFOX says it will now press
to be able to distribute its material in
area middle schools.

The agreement reached be-
tween the two sides to end the legal
action gives PFOX the same access
given to other groups and says the
group can submit fliers for distribution
to middle and elementary school
students if it wishes. A PFOX spokes-
person said it is not planning on
targeting younger students at this time.

The school system said that it
is not making a judgment on the
message contained in the PFOX
material. The American Psychological
Association last year issued a stinging
rebuke of the so-called ex-gay move-
ment. “There is simply no sufficiently
scientifically sound evidence that
sexual orientation can be changed,” it
said in a statement. The APA in 1974
ceased listing homosexuality as a
mental disorder.

In June three former leaders
of an international ministry that
counsels gays to change their sexual
orientation apologized for their efforts,
saying that though they acted sin-
cerely, their message had caused
isolation, shame and fear.

Man Assumed To Be Gay

Continued from Page Six

But, Mastromarino said within
a few months of joining The Old Guard
in October 2005, soldiers in his unit
began to spread rumors about his
sexuality, after he moved in with his
openly Gay cousin and partner who
lived in the Washington, D.C. area.

“| realized it was a different
climate than what | experienced in my
previous units,” Mastromarino said,
adding he had never had any problems
at any of the other units he had served
with in the past.

Although he tried to joke about
the homophobic comments, it did not
take long, Mastromarino said, for the
rumors to become something more
venomous, aggressive and frequent.

“People started calling me ‘fag’
and ‘queer’. And I've had people write
things on the bathroom wall about me
like, ‘Mastro is a faggot” he said. In
addition, Mastromarino said it eventu-
ally got to the point that often when he
would walk into a room, other soldiers
would say things such as, “Fags shall
die,” and “l wish all queers would
disappear.” “It started becoming hate-
ful,” he said.

So, inearly 2006, Mastromarino
reported the harassment to his Equal
Opportunity Officer who assured him
that the issue would be addressed and
the harassment stopped. It did not.

Instead, in January 2007,
charges were brought against
Mastromarino for allegedly sexually
harassing a soldier in his unit. The
soldier alleged that Mastromarino had
come from behind, bent him over and
spread his feet as if to conduct a law-
enforcement-style wall search.

But in documentation provided
by SLDN, the soldier who made the first
allegations against Mastromarino back
in January said if those actions had
been carried out by anyone else, it
would not have felt like an indecent
assault, and it would not have bothered
him.

According to SLDN, the soldier
said in his sworn testimony to investiga-
tors that he only felt like the incident

was an assault because he thought
Mastromarino is Gay.

“For some reason, he thought
| was hitting on him,” Mastromarino
said, adding that the soldier was
young and impressionable, and may
have been influenced and his actions
instigated by others around him.

During his interview with
PageOneQ, Mastromarino declined to
reveal whether or not he is a Gay or
bisexual man, because, he said, under
the military’s policy of “Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell,” he is not permitted to
answer that question as an active duty
service member.

Those initial allegations in
January were investigated by the
military police, but dropped within
hours for lack of evidence. Then, the
case was referred to the CID for an
independent review, as the Army
requires when the military police
investigate a fellow officer.

The CID investigation con-
curred with the military police findings
that the charges should be dropped
due to a lack of evidence. The agency
issued its report on Feb. 15.

Later that same day,
Mastromarino’s regimental com-
mander presented him with an Article
15, a non-judicial punishment for
minor disciplinary offenses that can be
refused by the soldier, accusing him of
indecent assault and solicitation of an
indecent act.

Five days later Mastromarino
declined it, maintaining that he had
done nothing improper or indecent.

“He was in their yelling at me
and telling me | was a horrible soldier,”
Mastromarino said of his commander.
“I was almost in tears... it was
degrading and humiliating.”

Once he declined, his com-
mand began its own independent
investigation into the allegations of
indecent assault. According to
Mastromarino, no new information
was gathered, other than most
soldiers in his unit think he is Gay.
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POLITICS 2007

by Mark R. Kerr

Q-Politics 2008:
Senator Chris Dodd

Connecticut Senator Chris
Dodd on Friday (August 3) pulled out
of next week’s debate by Democratic
presidential candidates on LGBT
(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender) issues scheduled for
Thursday, August 9, citing “schedul-
ing conflicts” that make it impossible
for him to attend.

Dodd and Delaware Senator
Joe Biden will be the only Democratic
candidates not participating in the
debate.

Despite this, the Connecticut
Senator has had a good record on
issues of concern to the LGBT and
HIV/AIDS communities:

According to the Human
Rights Campaign, Senator Dodd
received a perfect score of 100
during the previous, 109" Congress.
For the 107" and 108" Congresses,
Dodd received scores of 75 and 100
respectively.

Dodd supports legislation
protecting the employment rights of
people from discrimination based on
sexual orientation or gender identity,
for which he voted in favor when such
legislation came up for a vote.

He has co-sponsored sev-
eral versions of the Early Treatment

for HIV Act and supports HIV/AIDS
prevention and treatment, with the
proper funding for research and
programs.

Dodd supports lifting the ban
on openly Gay or Lesbian citizens from
serving in the armed forces, saying
“every American has the right to privacy
and that should be extended to
members of the military.”

He believes that current fed-
eral hate crimes laws should be
expanded to include sexual orientation
and gender identity and has co-
sponsored and voted for legislation to
expand the statutes.

Dodd opposes same-sex mar-
riages, supports civil unions/domestic
partnerships.

When it comes to amending
the federal constitution with a marriage
amendment, Senator Dodd is opposed
and has voted as such on proposals.

He has expressed his support
for same-sex adoption.

Dodd’s campaign website is:
chrisdodd.com.

For more information, go to
ontheissues.org/Chris_Dodd.htm, or
issues2000.org/Chris_Dodd.htm, or
vote-smart.org/bio.php?can_id=53277.
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SAN FRANCISCO - Atiebreaking vote
by Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.)
that allowed the nomination of Leslie
Southwick to the 5th Circuit Court of
Appeals to move to a full vote in the
Senate is being assailed by fellow
Democrats, LGBT groups and African
Americans, reported the Associated
Press on 365Gay.com.

The Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee voted 10-9 on Wednesday
(August 1) to send the controversial
nomination to the full Senate. Had
Feinstein voted with other Democrats
on the committee the nomination
would have been sidelined.

“[California Gays and Lesbi-
ans] are not going to be silent about
this,” Becky Dansky of the National
Gay and Lesbian Task Force told the
San Francisco Chronicle.

Members of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus were equally
outraged.

“[If Sen. Feinstein] continues
to relate to this caucus in the way she’s
been doing we will have no
alternative but to not only share this
information, but to fight against her
coming back to the United States
Senate,” Rep. Maxine Waters (D Los
Angeles) told a Thursday night news
conference.

Feinstein is not up for reelec-
tion until2012. She would be 79 atthat
point and has not indicated if she will
seek another term.

Southwick’s nomination had
been controversial because some
Democrats were concerned that his
writings were insensitive to blacks and
Gays.

One such case was a 1998
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Senator Dianne Feinstein (D) Calif.)

decision over an employee who had
been fired for using a racial slur.
Southwick voted with the majority in
the 5-4 decision, writing that the slur
“was not motivated out of racial hatred
or animosity directed toward her co-
worker or toward blacks in general.”

In 2001, Southwick joined a
ruling that upheld a lower court
decision to take an eight-year-old girl
away from her mother and award
custody to the father, who had never
married the mother, largely because
the mother was living with another
woman in a “Lesbian home.”

Southwick’s concurrence ex-
tolled Mississippi’s right under “the
principles of Federalism” to treat
“homosexual persons” as second-
class citizens. The concurrence sug-
gested that sexual orientation is a
choice and suggest that mother might
have held onto her child had she made
a different “choice”.

Sen. Feinstein is defending
her vote.

At the hearing she read a
letter from Southwick in which he said
that he should have condemned the
employee’s racial slur more strongly.
The letter, however, did not disavow
his ruling.
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She also noted to the commit-

tee that Southwick has received the

American Bar Association’s highest
evaluation for his candidacy.

“‘Judge Southwick is a quali-
fied, circumspect person,” Feinstein
said. “l don’t believe he’s a racist. ... |
believe he made a mistake [in a
handful of opinions].

Nashville Elects First Out
Councilman

NASHVILLE, Tennessee - Keith
Durbin, a Nashville accountant, made
history  Thursday, becoming
Tennessee’s first out Gay elected
official by winning a seat on the
Nashville city council, the Gay and
Lesbian Victory Fund said, reported
advocate.com.

Durbin, for five years presi-
dent of the city’s venerable Belmont-
Hillsboro neighborhood association,
ran unopposed for the seat in
Nashville’s District 18. Though unop-
posed (his predecessor left due to
term limits), Durbin spent Election Day
at the precinct, standing under a tree
with his mother, Geraldine Durbin of
Paducah, Ky., where he grew up, The
Tennessean newspaper blogged
Thursday. He said, “I'm running for
office to represent people, and | want
them to know who | am.”

“Political office was not an
end in itself,” Durbin told Gay.com.
“My activism in the neighborhood
created a lot of relationships, and that
was the springboard. It created a
space in which people could see me
work and say, ‘That's Keith,” not
‘That's Keith, the Gay person.” He
describes Belmont-Hillsboro, built in
the 1890s and largely regentrified, as
“vibrant” and “really cool.” Vanderbilt
and Belmont universities are both in
his district. “I appeared before the
council many times on planning and

Keith Durbin

zoning things, and you can see how a
single person, working with others,
can really make a difference.”

Durbin lives with his partner,
human resources executive Gary
Bynum—a fact he mentioned on his
Web site. He said his goals on the
council were to be “a strong voice for
neighborhood interests, to emphasize
top-quality education for our children,
to encourage continued economic
vitality of our Hillsboro Village and 12
South business districts, and to work
closely with Vanderbilt University and
Belmont University as good neigh-
bors.”
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Lou Dobbs
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COMMENTARY.. ..

by Lee Thorn

| am reliably informed that there
are Americans who are unaware of the
fact that our corporations have pur-
chased our two major political parties for
the purpose of having our government
transfer as much wealth as possible
from the hands of the non-rich to the
coffers of therich. If you are one of these
Americans, you simply haven’t been
paying attention. Perhaps you are so
rich yourself that even vast transfers of
wealth fail to attract your attention.
Perhaps you are so poor that every
scrap of your attention must be devoted
to your daily survival.

At any rate, for anyone who
would like to focus on contemporary
American economic reality, there is no
better book than WAR ON THE MIDDLE
CLASS by television financial reporter
and news anchor Lou Dobbs. This book
is a primer. Ittakes people who have not
been paying attention to economics or
government, takes them by the hand
and walks them very methodically
through the way things actually work. It
lays out in great detail, with the relevant
numbers but not so many numbers that
they intimidate, who has the power and
the money and how everything works
together to bring us to the sorry state
we’re in.

The book includes a nice
analysis of the corporate news media’s
complicity in the corporate abuse of the
middle class. Guess what — corporate
media are...well...er...corporate. The
big media question that the book fails to
answer is why the powers that be allow
Lou Dobbs to beat them up every night
on television, to tell the shocking truths
that nobody else is telling about
everything from illegal immigration to
so-called “free trade” to the so-called
“‘waronterrorism.” | frankly can’t explain
to myself why the Cheney-Rove gang
hasn’t ordered one of its thugs to put a
bullet in Mr. Dobbs’ brain, or at the very
least to get him off the air.

For people who have been
paying attention, the material in the book
will be all too sickeningly familiar. It
reminds me of the movie SICKO, a
revelation for those who haven’t been
paying attention and very old and
disgusting news to people who have.

The disappointing thing about
WAR is its chapter on how to fight back.
Dobbs recommends voting more, chang-
ing your registration to Independent
(seriously), complete public financing of
all elections, and a series of moderate,
reasonable government reforms. Al-

though | agree with the reforms he
proposes, | don’t see how even all of
them taken together would solve the
basic problem of corporations buying
politicians. You can get more
involved; you can become an Inde-
pendent; you can publicly finance
campaigns; but, at the end of the
proverbial day, the drug companies
can still stuff your senator’s pockets
with crisp $100 bills.

Unless | missed it somehow,
the one reform that | can think of that
might actually retard corruption a bit
is not mentioned in the book. | can’t
even find it in the index. The reform |
speak of is term limits. If we were to
limit everyone to one term in public
office per lifetime, we would do away
with  what Mark Twain called
“America’s only native criminal class”
— professional politicians. Why would
non-professional politicians be harder
to buy than pros? The theory is that
they’d be harder to buy because they
have a life outside of politics to go
back to and, more importantly, they
get their sense of right and wrong as
well as their self-respect from what
they are in that life outside of politics.

To the professional politi-
cians there’s nothing wrong with
whoring for the corporations, in fact
it’s practically inevitable. To the high
school teacher serving her one and
only term in congress it would be
disgusting, disgraceful, dishonor-
able, detestable, downright icky.

Could our mighty ship of
state really navigate with a crew
made up exclusively of rookies?
Could it navigate compared to what?
Could it navigate any worse than it
does now? When you think about the
tiny number of rich people in this
country successfully using the gov-
ernment to rob the rest of us blind,
could it navigate worse than that?

(Thorn welcomes comments,
suggestions for future columns, and
tips on local skulduggery that ought to
be exposed. Write to Box 85571,

Tucson, AZ 85754. E-mail:
Doid3@aol.com.)
]
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Pentagon Thaws On Banning Open Gays

By Deb Price

Listen closely and you can
hear a glacier cracking: The Penta-
gon is no longer frozen solid in angry
opposition to lifting the ban on Gays
serving openly in the military.

Recently, in back-to-back
days at the Senate and House Armed
Services committees, the testimony
of the incoming chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, Adm. Michael Mullen,
and a senior Defense Department
official was remarkable for what
wasn’t said. Gone were the hysteri-
cal, Chicken Little-ish “the sky will
fall” warnings that ending Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell would destroy military
morale and unit cohesion.

And fact-filled questions
posed by Sen. Susan Collins, R-
Maine, and Rep. Susan Davis, D-
Calif., chairwoman of the House
Armed Services personnel subcom-
mittee, ought to have alerted the
Pentagon that change may come.
With a volunteer military stretched to
the breaking point, it defies logic to
turn away and kick out Gay Ameri-
cans simply because they don’t want
to live lives of celibacy and deceit.

On July 31, the Republican
Collins, hinting she’s open to repeal-
ing Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, framed her
question during Mullen’s confirma-
tion hearing in terms of a military so
“strained” that deployments are
longer, convicted criminals are re-
cruited, and linguists are in short

supply.

A retired admiral in her state
of Maine, she said, “urged me to urge
you to reexamine” Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell.

Carefully, Mullen said he is
“supportive” of the Don’t Ask policy,
but stressed that Congress makes
policy: “I really think it is for the
American people to come forward,
really through this body, to both
debate that policy and make changes,
if that’s appropriate. Until it changes
both in policy and law, that’s where |
am.”

That's similar to Defense
Secretary Robert Gates’ comment
after Marine Gen. Peter Pace, the
departing chairman of the Joint
Chiefs, slammed Gays as “immoral.”

Gates said, “As long as the (Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell) law is what it is, that’s
what we’ll do.”

A recent CNN/Opinion Re-
search Corporation poll shows 79
percent of Americans say they favor
allowing Gays to serve openly; only
18 percent are opposed.

Even Republicans now tilt 49
percent to 42 percent, in favor of
repeal, according to a June survey by
Republican pollster Tony Fabrizio.
(The margin of error is 2.2 percent-
age points.)

Up for re-election, Collins is being
challenged by U.S. Rep. Tom Allen, a
sponsor of legislation to lift the ban.
What better way for Collins to appeal
to middle-of-road voters than by
appearing, well, middle-of-the road?

The day after Mullen’s testi-
mony, Michael Dominguez, deputy
undersecretary of defense for per-
sonnel and readiness, respectfully
dodged Davis’ question about whether
Congress should reconsider Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell. He said Gays “can
serve honorably and feel welcomed
and appreciated for their service as
long as they comply with the law
around conduct.”

Afterward, | caught up with
Davis, who wants to hold hearings on
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.

“Absolutely, | think the series
of hearings would build the case” for
lifting the ban, she said. “I've not
been impressed that (lifting) it is
something that would hamper readi-
ness, retention, recruitment.”

The ban’s foes may soon get
heavy artillery. Aaron Belkin, director
of the Palm Center, a University of
California think tank, told me that “a
large group of retired generals and
admirals is now preparing to release
a statement calling for repeal of Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell.”

Congress needs to listen
closely and hear the message: It's
your job, not the military’s, to make

policy.

(Deb Price is a columnist for
the Detroit News, from which this is
reprinted from their August 6 edition).
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No Difference Between
America’s Political Parties? Au contraire,
my sweets. It's a partisan issue after all.
Since Democrats came to power in
Congress as well as many state
legislatures in 2006, we’ve seen what a
difference a Party can make.

Atthe federal level: introduction
of legislation against LGBT workplace
discrimination, to add penalties for hate
crimes against us, and to stop unequal
taxation of health insurance benefits for
domestic partners. Plus legislators are
preparing the way for a repeal of Don’t
Ask Don’t Tell through a series of
legislative hearings and research.

All the major Democratic candi-
dates support all the pending legislation
plus civil unions. All oppose any
attempts to pass a constitutional
amendment limiting marriage. All the
campaigns have created LGBT Advi-
sory Groups that are actively working on
outreach to our community.

National Stonewall Democrats
(NSD) has been working closely with
the Democratic Party (the Democratic
National Committee - or DNC - chaired
by Howard Dean). When Dean first took
over the DNC he wanted to reorganize
things - and in the sweep, the LGBT
Political Desk was done away with.
National Stonewall met with him to open
a dialogue about our concerns. As a
result we have developed a close
working relationship. Brian Bond is our
point person at the DNC. A former
Executive Director of the Gay Victory
Fund, he is sharp and gets things done.

A recent example: the DNC'’s
own internal non-discrimination policies
didn’t include either sexual orientation
or gender identity. Folks at NSD
brought this issue to Brian’s attention,
and now they are included. The DNC
has come out publicly against every
anti-Gay initiative at the state level, a
critical move that pushes local Demo-
crats who would rather duck the issue.

NSD and the DNC are working
together to increase LGBT delegate
representation at the National Conven-
tion next year. Increasing the number of
LGBT delegates means increasing the
outreach that state parties do to our
community. Four years ago only 8
states had LGBT members on their
diversity committees. Now 47 states
do. The DNC put out the call; NSD did
the legwork.

NSD and the DNC are working
together to put on activist trainings. We
did our first training in Las Vegas, and
the next two will be in New Hampshire
and Oklahoma. Our trainings focus on
youth and activists in red states. We're
actively involved in the creation of new
LGBT Democratic Clubs in South
Dakota, New Hampshire and Texas, 2
in South Carolina and 5 in Ohio.

Are we at NSD aware that our
community is still underrepresented at
the DNC - in staff, in Delegates, in
leadership? Of course! Our priority is to
continue to raise the visibility of LGBT
Democrats among the members and
staff of the DNC. As a voting block our
community is second only to the Black
community in loyalty as Democrats. We
not only vote, we work. We not only
work, we donate. We are part of the
solution, not a problem to be avoided.
That lesson seems crystal clear to us
here in California, but not so in most
states. National Stonewall Democrats
is changing that across the nation.

Need more proof? Check out
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the latest news from Democratic-
controlled legislatures: Alaska Demo-
crats had the votes to defeat an attack
on domestic partnership for State
employees. Colorado Democrats
passed second parent adoption and
non-discrimination bills (signed into law
by Democratic Governor Ritter). Indi-
ana Democrats defeated a proposed
anti-marriage constitutional amendment.
lowa Democrats passed non-employ-
ment discriminations (signed by Demo-
cratic Governor Culver). New Hamp-
shire Democrats passed CIVIL UNIONS
(signed by Democratic Govenor Lynch).
Ohio Democratic Governor Strickland
signed an Executive Order prohibiting
discrimination against state employees
based on sexual orientation OR gender
identity.  Oregon Democrats passed
non-discrimination and civil union bills
(signed by Democratic Governor
Kulongoski). Washington State
Democrats passed domestic partner-
ships (signed by Democrat Governor
Gregoire.

The Democratic Party contin-
ues to make a difference in the quality of
our lives, advancing our full equality.
Not perfect, but worth every bit of our
time and energy, our votes and
donations.

NSD is the ONLY national voice
for LGBT Democrats. When Barney
Frank was getting ready to introduce
ENDA this year, he only had 30 co-
sponsors on board. He wanted 50. NSD
helped boost the count to 67. We’'re the
only national connection to the local
LGBT Democratic Clubs that do the
work and can make the calls.

Southern Arizona Stonewall
Democrats does amazing work here at
home. National Stonewall builds on the
work of local clubs across the country.
NSD helps tiny struggling clubs build
and flourish in places they are not
supposed to. NSD has already raised
our visibility in every state party.

Support National Stonewall
Democrats by sending an email to me at
leskrambeal@yahoo.com and visit our
website at stonewalldemocrats.org to
learn more about our organization and
what we do! Join Southern Arizona
Stonewall Democrats at
sasdtucson@yahoogroups.com. Every
dollarinvested in LGBT Democrats is an
investment in the quality of life for the
LGBT across the nation. A much better
investment than some of the other
organizations claiming progress without
recognizing that progress is ONLY
because of the new Democratic major-

ity.

Les Krambeal,

Region 7 Director, National
Stonewall Democrats
Co-Chair, Southern Arizona
Stonewall Democrats
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TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES

. Michae! Hutchins, Ph.D.

Counseling - Psychotherapy - Consulting

6812 North Oracle Rd. Suite 100
Tucson, Arizona 85704 520-797-2117

»*
ANDREW LOCKHART ** . Antigone Books

Certified Personal Trainer Lo » =
* Private Workout Studio ' * progressive
*No Membership Fees or ' 14 *independent
Contracts 4

* Affordable
*FREE Initial Consultation
and Training Session

520-909-4649

We have books, cards, gifts,
and things to make you laugh.

411 N. 4th Ave. * 792-3715 * antigonebooks.com

Speedway Veterinary Hospital, Inc

7 Kayla R. Boyer, DVM'

Small Animal Veterinarian

(520) 321-4235
3736 E. Speedway Blvd., Tucson, AZ 85716
www.speedwayvet.com

FSYCHOTHERAPY FOR CHILDREN, FAMILILS & ADULTS

RICH MUSZYNSKI Ph.D. Ralph E. Geror Jr.

LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST Accounting and Business Consulting

Phone (520) 325-2526 FAX (520) 319-9640
4440 N. Campbell At River Rd.

P.O. Box 65840 Phone: 906-7048
Tucson, AZ 85728 - Fax:  299-0712

520 615-6436 P.O. Box 13312
Tucson, AZ 85732
info@tucsonglbtchamber.org
www.tucsonglbtchamber.org
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Anti-Gay Politician Says
Blacks Responsible For Soliciting
Gay Sex Change

Florida State Rep. Bob Allen

The arresting
officer's handwritten
report on the arrest
also was released by
the force. Titusville
Officer Danny
Kavanaugh who was
on plainclothes duty
says he observed Allen
entering the washroom
twice. Kavanaugh said
he was drying his
hands in a stall when
Allen peered over the
stall door. The officer’s
report said that after
peering over the stall a
second time, Allen
pushed open the door

TAMPA, Florida (Observer Update) -
State Rep. Bob Allen (R), a longtime
foe of LGBT rights in Florida, has a
bizarre excuse for being charged with
offering a male cop $20 for oral sex in a
washroom at a park, reported the
Associated Press on 365Gay.com. He
was busted last month in a sting at
Veteran’s Memorial Park in Titusville,
Florida.

In taped statements made by
Allen to police following his arrest and
released by the force Allen admits to
soliciting the male officer but claims
that it was the result of being nervous
by the high humber of black men in the
park. “I certainly wasn’t there to have
sex with anybody and certainly wasn’t
there to exchange money for it,” Allen
told officers.

Of the arresting officer Allen
said in the tape, “This was a pretty
stocky black guy, and there was
nothing but other black guys around in
the park.” He claimed he feared he
“was about to be a statistic” would have
said anything just to get away. But on
the tape Allen also admits warning the
undercover cop that “undercover cops”
were in the area and the man should be
careful. “ said they’re around here, you
ought to know about that.” He only
realized he was talking to an officer
when he flashed his badge.

and joined Kavanaugh inside. Allen
muttered “hi,’v” and then said, “this is
kind of a public place, isn’t it,” the
report said. Kavanaugh wrote that he
asked Allen about going somewhere
else and Allen suggested going
“across the bridge, it's quieter over
there.” “Well look, man, I'm trying to
make some money; you think you can
hook me up with 20 bucks?” Kavanaugh
wrote in the report that he had asked
Allen. The Republican lawmaker, the
report said, replied, “Sure, | can do
that, but this place is too public.”
According to Kavanaugh’s statement,
the officer said, “do you want just (oral
sex)?” and Allen replied, “I was
thinking you would want one.” It was at
that point Allen was arrested.

Ironically, Allen was the Police
Union’s 2007 Lawmaker of the Year. In
the last session of the Florida
legislature he sponsored a failed bill
that would have tightened the state’s
prohibition on public sex. He also has
been a supporter of amending the state
constitution to ban same-sex marriage
and has opposed a bill to curb bullying
of Gay students. Allen has been
charged with solicitation for prostitu-
tion, which has a maximum penalty of
one yearin jail. Priorto his arrest Allen
was a co-chair of Sen. John McCain’s
presidential campaign in Florida, a
position he has since resigned.

JT LeRoy Author Must Pay
Triple Legal Fees

NEW YORK CITY (Observer Update) -
A judge rules Laura Albert must pay
nearly $350,000 in legal fees, triple
what she owes a production company
for duping it with fake trans teen JT
LeRoy, reported the Associated Press
on the PlanetOut Network. Author
Laura Albert must pay nearly $350,000
in legal fees, triple the amount a jury
said she owes a production company
for duping it with a novel supposedly
based on the life of a prostitute named
JT LeRoy, a judge has ruled.

U.S. District Judge Jed S.
Kaplan said in an order Monday it was
reasonable for Albert and her com-
pany, Underdogs Inc., to pay legal fees
thatare triple the $116,500 thatajury in
June found she owes Antidote Interna-
tional Films Inc. Lawyers for Antidote
had asked for $850,000 in fees and
$214,000 in expenses. The judge
awarded the Antidote lawyers $279,175
in fees and $70,325 in expenses,
totaling $349,500. A lawyer for Albert
did not immediately respond to a call
for comment.

Albert had testified at her trial
that she was LeRoy, who was
promoted as the male author of
“Sarah,” the tale of a truck-stop
prostitute that was marketed as being
based on his life. The jury ordered
$110,000 paid to Antidote and $6,500

JT LeRoy

in punitive damages. An Antidote
executive had testified during the trial
that he did not learn until 2006, six
years after “Sarah” was published, that
LeRoy was afictitious character. Albert
had testified she objected to people
calling LeRoy a hoax, saying she did
telephone interviews with reporters
under that name because she believed
he was inside her. According to trial
testimony, Albert's friends donned
wigs and posed as LeRoy at book
signings and duped journalists with the
phony back story about truck-stop sex.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. (Observer Up-
date) - Five additional lawmakers,
including the highest ranking military
veteran in Congress, have joined 126
other lawmakers in supporting legisla-
tion to repeal the military’s “Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell” ban on LGBT service
personnel, reported 365Gay.com.

That brings the total number of
supporters of the Military Readiness
Enhancement Act to 131. It is the
highest number of members of Con-
gress to support repeal since the effect
began.

The latest members to sign on
are Reps. Michael A. Arcuri (D-NY),
Brian Baird (D-WA), Adam Schiff (D-
CA), Joe Sestak (D-PA) and Brad
Sherman (D-CA).

Sestak is Congress’s highest-
ranking veteran, having served 31
years in the United States Navy and
retiring as a 3-star Admiral.

“Congress is steadily moving
toward lifting the ban and welcoming
Lesbian and Gay Americans who want
to serve our country,” said Sharra E.
Greer, director of law and policy for
Servicemembers Legal Defense Net-
work (SLDN) in a statement on
Monday.

“Americans overwhelmingly
support repeal of ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell,” and value the contributions that
Gay troops bring to our armed forces.
When it comes to capturing terrorists,
deciphering intelligence and protecting
our nation, sexual orientation is
irrelevant. It is talent and skill that is
paramount to our success athome and
abroad.”

President Bush’s nominee to
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Congressional Support For
Repeal Of Military Ban At
All-Time High

head the Joint Chiefs of Staff told a
Senate Armed Services Committee
confirmation hearing that whether or
not to repeal “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”,
the ban on Gays serving openly in the
military, should be up to Congress.

Adm. Mike Mullen, currently
the chief of naval operations was
asked about the policy by Maine
Republican Susan Collins.

‘I really think it is for the
American people to come forward,
really through this body, to both debate
that policy and make changes, if that’s
appropriate,” Mullen replied.

But he also said that while the
policy is in place he would enforce it.

The United States is the only
major Western power to bar Gays from
serving openly in the military, under
the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy.

A public opinion poll con-
ducted in the US in May found that 79
percent support Gays serving openly
in the military.

In February, legislation was
reintroduced in Congress to repeal
DADT.

Two lawsuits challenging
DADT are underway. One, by the
Servicemembers Legal Defense Net-
work is underway in federal court in
Boston and a second, by Log Cabin
Republicans, is before a federal court
in California.

The Democratic contenders
for the presidency all oppose Don’t
Ask, Don’'t Tell. The Republican

candidates favor keeping it.

WEEKLY OBSERVER

L/G Oregonians Hit Pension
Roadblock

SALEM, Oregon - When retired teacher
Barbara Pinkerton broke up with her partner,
Pinkerton sought to remove her “ex” as a
beneficiary of her state pension benefits. But
she couldn't, reported the Statesman. The
same thing happened to retired juvenile court
referee Katharine English. In both cases, the
Public Employees Retirement System Board
ruled that the former partners must retain
survivor's rights to PERS benefits. The
reason? Pinkerton and English never were
legally married. They are Lesbians who
wanted to share pension benefits with their
domestic partners — until their relationships
unraveled. Only married couples canremove
a beneficiary from their state pension, during
a formal divorce.

For all others — Gay or straight —
“once you opt for an option, you're stuck with
it,” said Dave Fidanque, executive director of
the American Civil Liberties Union of Oregon.
PERS gives members a variety of options for
having a beneficiary collect survivor benefits
and lets members choose anyone they want:
a same-sex partner, a live-in boyfriend, a
common-law wife, a sibling or a friend. But
same-sex partners, in contrast to other
couples, don’'t have the legal right to marry or
divorce. For Pinkerton and English, it means
they get lower monthly PERS checks,
because some money is kept in reserve
should they die before their beneficiaries.
Their cases illustrate one of many reasons
why Gay-rights groups pushed for the
domestic partnership law that was passed by
the Oregon Legislature this spring. House Bill
2007 was portrayed as granting same-sex
couples all the benefits offered to married
couples under state law.

Butit turns out that beneficiary rights
under PERS may be an exception. “It's a
prime example of how this is different from
marriage,” said Bryan Boyd, communications
coordinator for Basic Rights Oregon, a Gay-
rights group. State pension funds are partly
subject to federal regulations. HB 2007
recognized this, by including language that
domestic partners won't get equal rights
under PERS if that endangers the pension

fund’s federal tax status. Jeopardizing
PERS’s tax status would be significant,
because benefits currently can’t be taxed
until they are distributed to retirees, said
Steve Rodeman, administrator of the
pension fund’s policy, planning and
legislative analysis division. PERS isn't
sure of the legal risks of extending new
benefits to same-sex couples, Rodeman
said. “We're still figuring that out.”

HB 2007 isn't scheduled to take
effect until January, so PERS has some
time to sort out the legal issues, he said.
Without equal treatment, same-sex
couples won’t gain the right to change the
beneficiary for their PERS survivors
benefits. Another example: their Indi-
vidual Account Program funds wouldn’t
go to their domestic partner if they die
before naming a beneficiary. For now, the
PERS Board appears to be acting
cautiously. Administrative Law Judge
Charlotte Rutherford ruled in Pinkerton
and English’s favor last December, after
the two cases were consolidated in one
hearing. But the PERS Board overruled
her this year. The combined cases are
now on appeal to the Oregon Court of
Appeals, Boyd said.

California, which has authorized
domestic partnerships since 2005, is
granting equal pension rights to same-
sex couples, Fidanque and Boyd said.
“Asfaras|know, they're treating domestic
partnerships the same in all ways,”
Fidanque said. The entire debate may be
moot if a group of conservative Christians
has its way. Critics are gathering
signaturesto putthe domestic partnership
law on the ballot, along with a companion
law banning discrimination against Gays,
Lesbians, Bisexuals and Transgendered
people. If they gather enough valid
signatures for the referenda, the two Gay-
rights laws will not go into effect. Voters
would have the final say in November
2008.
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Democrats 2008: Deja Vu,
All Over Again

By Matt Foreman

The Democratic candidates
for president, as a group and individu-
ally, express more support for Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT)
issues and legislative and policy
initiatives to improve our lives than any
prior set of presidential candidates in
the history of American politics. These
new standards of support for LGBT
people are worthy of our applause, our
appreciation and our accolades.

Still, no major Democratic
candidate has made the kind of
sweeping statement of inclusion as did
Gov. Bill Clinton in 1992, when he
declared to a huge crowd of LGBT
people in Los Angeles, “I have a vision
for America and you are part of it.” His
words brought tears to the eyes of the
audience and rang out across the
United States. Even the most skeptical
of usin the LGBT community knew that
we heard something previously unspo-
ken by any maijor political figure.

We also know and painfully
remember that Clinton’s vision of
America did not translate into much of
anything positive for us at the federal
level. We can recount our bitter
disappointments during Clinton’s time
in the White House: the crash and burn
of the effort to rescind the Department
of Defense policy of discharging Gay
and Lesbian service members, the
secretlate-night signing of the Defense
of Marriage Act, and an ushering in of
abstinence-only sexuality education in
the public schools. Clinton couldn’t or

wouldn’t deliver on the specifics, but at
least he held us in his larger vision of a
healthy society.

Since 1980, we have suffered
the gross indignities of defamations
and slanders from a ravenous and
rapacious right-wing anti-Gay move-
ment, a veritable industry churning out
anti-LGBT propaganda at every turn.
We endured the AIDS epidemic and
the Reagan administration’s cruel
indifference while our people fell to
illness and then to death. We saw the
U.S. Supreme Court uphold state laws
that branded us criminals for our
sexuality. We have been clubbed by an
onslaught of ballot questions that put
our lives up to popular vote. Time and
again, we’vebeen thrown under the
political bus by politicians either in the
White House or those who want to get
there.

All of this misery has been
exacerbated exponentially by the
spinelessness or unwillingness of all
but a few national leaders to take a
stand for us and denounce the animus
unleashed on us. Many of our “friends”
have simply looked the other way.

We bear our scars and yet
remain unbowed. But, we are still
waiting for the country’s political
leadership to defend our right to live
and thrive as a matter of principle, not
parse our dreams as a matter of
misguided political calculation.

This far into the 2008 race,
things don’t look all that good. People
who think GOP candidates are backing
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EMPILOYMENT

DO YOU NEED A HAND CLEANING?
Residential, commercial, small office,
weekend project, move-in, move-out
cleaning. One time, weekly, b i-weekly
or monthly. Call us. Free estimates.
David (520)304-6198 1203

ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS
Let me keep your clothes fitting
properly and in good repair. Experi-
enced - Economical - Prompt. Merle
Hudson, (520)888-7264 in Tucson.

1212

REAL ESTATE

SANTA FE, NM CONDO. 2/2. “THE
LOOK” turnkey get-away/home/short-
term rental. Prime location near
PLAZA! Pueblo/Modern touches. Won-
derful integrated indoor/outdoor space
- Portal+Coyote fended yard. Energy
efficient const. Priced to sell $259,500
($239,500 unfurnished). Buck Meyer
Realty, (505)984-1190 1201

BEAUTIFUL TOWNHOUSE, METICU-
LOUSLY MAINTAINED. 3br/ 2 ba.
Saltillo tile, wood laminate floors. All
appliances stay. Owner offering
$3,000 toward your closing costs.
$229,000. 326-7123

SERVICES

DO YOU NEED A HAND CLEANING?
Residential, commercial, small office,
weekend project, move-in, move-out
cleaning. One time, weekly, b i-weekly
or monthly. Call us. Free estimates.
David (520)304-6198 1203

ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS
Let me keep your clothes fitting
properly and in good repair. Experi-
enced - Economical - Prompt. Merle
Hudson, (520)888-7264 in Tucson.

1212

FOR RENT

GORGEOUS NEW DUPLEXES. 2 and
3 br./ 2ba. A/C (TEP Guarantee).
University area. Call Tom at 403-4466.

PERSONALS

GWM, 47, new to tucson. 6.0', 174 Ibs,
medium build, excellent health. Inter-
estedin TVs and Gays sharing intimate
times. Leave number. Guaranteed
reply. “Richie” (928)779-0321 1202

| buy large collections of old Gay
magazines 1940-1975. Also old
paperbacks, photos, slides. Guys
wearing posing straps a real plus. Also
nudes, guys wearing Speedos, tight
jeans and books. Call Donald
(928)779-0321 1202

FOR A NEW EXPERIENCE OF LIFE
WITH NEW MEN. Check out the Man
to Man Experience today. Contact
Marc at 881-4582 1204

MASSAGE

BODYWORK BY RICARDO. The only
pressure in your life should only be
coming from MY HANDS. In/Out call.
Call ANYTIME 520.488.0229.

1206

Various BODY TREATMENTS - Mas-
sage, Body Rubs and More... Thor-
ough - Anytime
Ric 520-981-1141 1211
QUALITY TANTRIC INTIMATE MAS-
SAGE! Strong healing hands leave you
feeling vibrantly alive! Professionally
trained and licensed. Weekly Special.
An exceptional experience for 25
years. Marc - 881-4582,from 8AM -
8PM
1206

away from using us to inflame and
divide are simply wrong. Republican
rhetoric is peppered with code that
thinly disguises — and affirms — anti-
LGBT sentiment with references to
safeguarding the family, the sanctity of
marriage, the foundation of civilization.
For example, Mitt Romney said in
Derry, N.H., “The source of America’s
strength is the American people..family
oriented American people.” And, John
McCain on his official Web site: “The
family represents the foundation of
Western Civilization and civil society
and John McCain believes the institu-
tion of marriage is a union between one
man and one woman.” Let’s be clear:
Romney and McCain do not include
our families when they speak of “the
family.” The Web sites of other
Republicans, except for Ron Paul and
Rudy Giuliani’'s, explicitly reject full
and equal recognition of our relation-
ships.

But, what of the Democrats?
Sadly, mostly silence. You can find our
issues explicitly referenced on only
three candidates’ sites (Kucinich,
Richardson and Gravel). Frontrunners
Clinton, Obama and Edwards carefully
parse their support of our people into
specific reforms. We find no evidence
that the Democratic frontrunners
counter Republicans’ anti-LGBT
speech with routine and positive
inclusion of LGBT people in their
visions for a whole and healthy society.

It's déja vu all over again — the
GOP often slyly and sometimes
audaciously whips us for political gain.
The Democrats include us —sorta—but
only in response to a direct question
and typically in the language of careful
legislative reform.

This must change, starting
now, because at this moment in
history, reforms are both important and
insufficient.

We deserve and we must
demand from the Democratic 2008
presidential candidates the simple and
straightforward statement that our
humanity requires full respect and fair
treatment by all and, further, an equally
simple and straightforward condemna-
tion of those who seek to use our lives
for political gain. This needs to be said
in front of all audiences — not just in
front of us.

We need leadership. We need
strength of vision. And we need to
know that the promises of reform come
from the candidates’ understanding of
LGBT people as inseparable from the
national community in which we live.
There can be no more equivocating or
silence about the goodness of our
personhood, our families, our relation-
ships. Period.

(Matt Foreman is executive
director of the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force)



PAGE SIXTEEN

AUGUST 8, 2007

HOROSCOPES

© 2007 Madam Lichtenstein

Mars squares retro Neptune
and causes us to jump to conclusions
in a big way and at the slightest
provocation. Careful souls walk on egg
shells but those with a mischievous
sense of adventure will not travel far to
find it!

ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20)
Gay Rams ache to expand

their outreach into certain social
groups. But is it a leap off a tall, very
expensive cliff? How much do you
yearn for the difficult-to-obtain? Is it
worth it? There is a chance that trying
to buy your way into the jet set could
backfire. Then again, maybe not.
Mars square Neptune rushes into
risk. What the heck - go for it.

TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21)
There is something about you
that is daring, magnificent and
altogether hot. Is it your sense of
destiny? Is it your take charge
demeanor? Queer Bulls have a pretty
good self image when Mars squares
Neptune. So much so that they might
tousle a few big wigs at work with
their bravado and spunk. Are you
making professional inroads or
setting off an a detour? Your call...

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21)
Great ideas come to you in

rapid succession. Pink Twins feel on
top of the world and imagine them-
selves to be very astute. Turn this
inward or out. You can contemplate
your navel or, even better, can
become the great earth mover,
spreading your largess like so much
fertilizer. The main thing is to leave
the world better than how you found
it. Sadly, that should be easy.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23)
Gay Crabs are friendlier than

usual as they strive to expand their
social circles into spheres. What
might happen along the way is that
you discover a gem or two among the
usual trash. Love is in the air no
matter where you sniff. Someone you
know on a purely platonic level
captures your heart, at least for now.

The sparks are intense, bright and all
too short. Ah sounds familiar.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23)

It may be hard to properly
apportion and balance your time
when Mars squares Neptune. Career
obligations conflict with the needs of
partners. Proud Lions, pulled in two
directions at once, can be easily
drawn into the petty dramas on both
sides. How can you best balance all
these push-me pull-yous? Try to be
more on top of things.

VIRGO (AUGUST 24 -
SEPTEMBER 23)

As much as the mundane
side of life tries to rein you in and
keep you at your desk, Gay Virgins
are far too ramped up and ready to
bolt. There is an electric undercurrent
that makes you more stressed and
hemmed in. Fight back. Don’t feel
compelled to stick to your knitting.
Seek adventure, even if its in your
own little torrid square of green. In
fact, forget green. Paint it purple!

LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 -
OCTOBER 23)

Proud Libras get into more
trouble than usual when Mars
squares Neptune. Not only are you
hot to trot, you are also given ample
opportunity to gallop. Prepare your
party list and mingle with the cream of
the crop. They love you and vice
versa... with emphasis on the vice.
You are ready to go out on a limb. But
do you have enough wood?

SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 -
NOVEMBER 22)

If you continue to listen to the
demands of partners, you may find
your entire home situation will
change... and not necessarily for the
better. Mars squares Neptune and
accentuates your need to please. But
total compromise will not do it for you
.. or them. Single Gay Scorps on the
prowl may fall head over tail for a real
stinger with the usual degree of ouch.

SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 -
DECEMBER 22)

You may have difficulty
reining in your more acrid comments
when Mars squares Neptune. And
this is especially true on the job. The
urge is to fight the power elite, but
don’t. You won’t win. Gay Archers
who are less than satisfied with their
current state of employ would do best
to take a few days off and simmer on
some sizzly beach. Hey, any excuse
for a vacation!

CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 -
JANUARY 20)

How much time (and money)
will you devote to creative pastimes?
Arguably too much and too many.
Pink Caps toss valuable pearls before
various types of swine. It might be a
good time to stop the gravy train and
check the fuel gauge. If you are
running on empty, pause and take
stock. Of course, not everything
needs a payoff but it often feels better
if there is one.

AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 -
FEBRUARY 19)

Strike a pose in the mirror
and keep that “look” in mind as you
embark on your assorted comings
and goings. Aqueerians have fairly
strong self images that might be
tested while Mars squares Neptune.
Bring it on! Maybe your reality check
will involve a critical relative. As we
say in research, consider the source
and avoid an unreliable small sample
size.

PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 -
MARCH 20)

Usually recalcitrant and
diplomatic Guppies can now be
pushed to the brink of impoliteness
when Mars squares Neptune. Things
have been bottled up for too long. Not
only will you spill the beans, you do
so in a deliberately volcanic and
insulting way. Will you make a
mountain out of a molehill? If so, this
is the time to blast through and keep

going.
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Ending the violence.

Wingspan launches the
Anti-Violence Project -

a community initiative

to assist lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender
victims of discrimination,
domestic violence, sexual
assault and hate crimes.

@m\

Southern Arizona’s Lesbian,
(Gay, Bisexual & Transgender
Community Center

www.wingspan.org

Community Bars
1. THE BIZ
2900 E. Broadway 318-4838

IBT'S

616 N. 4" Ave. 882-3053
VENTURE-N

1239 N. 6™ Ave. 882-8224
WOODY’S

3710 N. Oracle Road, 292-6702
HOWL AT THE MOON

915 W. Prince Rd. 293-7339
YARD DOG SALOON

2449 N. Stone, 624-3858
8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS
5305 E. Speedway 323-1840

N o o w b

Community Organizations

A. MCC - METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY CHURCH
3269 N. Mountain - 292-9151

B. CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP
2902 N. Geronimo - 622-4626

D. WINGSPAN - 425 E. 7* St. - 624-1779
E. S.A.AF. -375S. Euclid Ave. - 628-7223

F. RAINBOW PLANET COFFEE HOUSE
606 N. 4™ Ave. - 620-1770

G. TIHAN -Tucson Interfaith
HIV/AIDS Network
1101 N. Craycroft, Ste 301. 299-6647

H. EON YOUTH CENTER 620-6245
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Non Bar Calendar

Wednesday, August 8th

Men’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Hand and Foot with Marvin
at 745-0304.

Thursday, August 9th

#1Men’s Social Network Open to
men of all ages, newcomers wel-
comed: 7:00p.m. Triangle Tribe-A
Men’s Circle. According to a recent
study, very few people have as many
close friends as they would like. Are
you as connected with other men as
you want to be? Do you get the
support you need for issues in your
life? Do you wish you had more
meaningful friendships and relation-
ships with other men? Join like-
minded men at Wingspan to share
feelings, thoughts and ideas in a safe,
respectful space. For the same
experience with both straight and gay
men, join us at the regular Circle of
Men meetings. Call Tom at591-2828
for dates and times.

Friday, August 10th

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Llo yd hosts a word for word
fun evening of Scrabble. If you don’t
know how to play, he will be glad to
teach you. For reservations and
directions, please contact Lloyd at
792-8537. If you're loquacious,
erudite, or a wordsmith; this man’s
game just may be a triple word score
for you!

Tucson Prime Timers Cocktails —
5:30 PM, Colors, 5305 E. Speedway

Tucson Prime Timers Business
Meeting — 11 AM, Wingspan, 425 E.
7th St.

Sunday, August 12
Tucson Prime Timers Brunch, Col-
ors, 5305 E. Speedway

Monday, August 13

Tucson Prime Timers Lunch — 12:30
P.M., The Wildcat House, 1800 N.
Stone Ave.

Saturday, August 11th

#1Men’s Social Network Open to
men of all ages, newcomers wel-
comed: 3:00p.m. CLASSIC MOVIE
DOUBLE FEATURE! Join Ross for
Mrs. Miniver and The Miniver Story.
Both films star Walter Pidgeon and
Greer Garson. Light Dinner between
the features.

#2 Men’s Social Network Open to
men of all ages, newcomers wel-
comed: 7:00p.m. Join Marvin for
Pinochle. Phone: 745-0304.

Tucson Prime Timers Business
Meeting — 11 AM, Wingspan, 425 E.
7th St.

Sunday, August 12th

Men’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Dinner Out at one of
Tucson’s Ultra-Fabulous Buffets. For
reservations and directions, contact
Thom 623-2941, e-mail
thomsepals@hotmail.com , or Ken at
294-6606. Please contact Thom or
Ken by Sunday at Noon to facilitate
reservations. Price is usually under
$10. Check the Yahoo MSN on-line
calendar for the scheduled place.
The venue is rotated to include all
parts of town, and may occasionally
be held at a full-service menu
restaurant.

Tucson Prime Timers Brunch, Col-
ors, 5305 E. Speedway

Monday August 13th

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Join Karol for Trivial Pursuit
by phoning to reserve your place at this
limited seating event. Phone: 744-
9017.

Tucson Prime Timers Lunch — 12:30
P.M., The Wildcat House, 1800 N.
Stone Ave.

Tuesday, August 14th

Men'’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Enjoy an evening of Bridge
twice a month on the second and fourth
Tuesdays. Call Perry at 321-3287 for
details.

Wednesday, August 15th

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00pm Hand & Foot with Jack 887-
3736.

Thursday, August 16th
Men’s Social Network Open to men of

all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m.  Triangle Tribe-A Men’s
Circle. According to a recent study,

very few people have as many close
friends as they would like. Are you as
connected with other men as you want
tobe? Do you getthe support you need
forissues in your life? Do you wish you
had more meaningful friendships and
relationships with other men? Join
like-minded men at Wingspan to share
feelings, thoughts and ideas in a safe,
respectful space. For the same
experience with both straight and gay
men, join us atthe regular Circle of Men
meetings. Call Tom at 591-2828 for
dates and times. (If you plan to attend
tommorrow’s Pizza Night, please call
Lloyd at 792-8537 to make your
reservation by Noon today.)

Friday, August 17th
Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. PIZZA NIGHT with Lloyd! Did
you call yesterday to reserve? Great!
Have a fun Evening!

Tucson Prime Timers Cocktails — 5:30
PM, Colors, 5305 E. Speedway

Saturday, August 18th

#1Men’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:30a.m. Join Robert for a morning of
Volleyball. This is played for fun, and
you’ll get to know some nice guys as
you play. Two great ways to work on
your game! For details and directions,
please call Robert at 400-1376.

#2Men’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Pinochle with Steve at 664-
2076.

Sunday, August 19th

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Dinner Out at one of Tucson’s
Ultra-Fabulous Buffets. For reserva-
tions and directions, contact Thom
623-2941, e-mail
thomsepals@hotmail.com , or Ken at
294-6606. Please contact Thom or
Ken by Sunday at Noon to facilitate
reservations. Price is usually under
$10. Check the Yahoo MSN on-line
calendar for the scheduled place. The
venue is rotated to include all parts of
town, and may occasionally be held at
a full-service menu restaurant.

Tucson Prime Timers Brunch — Noon,
Colors, 5305 E. Speedway
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Monday, August20th

#1Men’s Social Network Open to
men of all ages, newcomers
welcomed: 6:30p.m. Meet Stephen
and the group monthly for dinner
and discussion of an agreed upon
work of gay fiction. Currently, the
group meets the 3rd Monday each
month at Old Pueblo Grill. Contact
Stephen at 546-4047 to add
yourself to their e-mail list.

#2Men’s Social Network Open to
men of all ages, newcomers
welcomed: 7:00p.m. Newsletter
Night & Movie! Help us bend, fold,
spindle, mutilate, and mail the MSN

Newsletter, plus enjoy snacks and a
movie. This month’s movie is the
1992 darkly comedic love story of 2
men and 3 guns: Gregg Araki’s The
Living End. Lukeis a hustler. Jon is
amovie critic. Both are HIV positive.
They drive on a hedonistic, nihilistic
road journey fueled by their motto:
Fuck The World! Contact Arlan at
323-7414.

Tucson Prime Timers Lunch —
12:30 P.M., The Wildcat House,
1800 N. Stone Ave.




PAGE EIGHTEEN

SUNDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; $2 Pitchers til 10pm
and Rotating Shot Specials all night;. Latino Explosion
9pm with DJ Hill. Beer Bust 5-10pm

COLORS - Open 11am - 11pm Champagne
Brunch 11am - 2pm with choice of complimentary mimosa,
Bloody Mary or Screwdriver. Dickie Steed on piano during
brunch. Brunch served until 2pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm
$3.50 Skyy Cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and well.
Reduced price appetizers. Dinner served until10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Summer Hours
Open 2pm. Smirnoff Vodkas $2.50 all day. Kitchen open
2-9pm. Free Texas Hold-"Em Poker Tournaments at 3 and
6 pm. Play for points and prizes - no cash involved. SINis
in on Sundays - Service Industry Nite. Driink discounts for
hospitality industry employees. Dance music 9-close.

IBT’s -Troy’s Recovery Bar noon-4pm. 4-7:30
Karaoke on the patio. Benefit B-B-Q for the Pride Parade
5:30-7:30 and dance with DJ Mike Lopez 9pm to close.

VENTURE-N - Open 10am. Patio open 3pm.
$2.00 Bloody Marys or Screws til 3pm Patio Beer Bust 3-
7.Burger BBQ 5-7. Selection of burger meats to choose
from. $3 proceeds go to Pet Watch (helping HIV/AIDS
clients with their veterinary bills).

WOODY’S - Open 11am.Happy Hour 11am-8pm
(excl spec events); Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm; Back Pocket
Patio Bar 2pm til 2am. Beer Bust 2-7pm; Bar-B-Que 5-
9pm; Karaoke with Michael D. 9p.m.; DJ Jeff in the Back
Pocket 9pm; Drag Bingo every other Sunday 8-9pm Watch
for special events.

YARD DOG - Open 10am - 2am. Patio Bar opens
at 7pm.

MONDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-10pm; Drink what you want
with %2 priced Happy Hour. Poke-Her Monday! Free card
lessons 5pm. Free Texas Hold-‘em Tourney at 6pm;
Prizes for 1, 2", 3 Places. Happy Hour pricing.

COLORS - Closed on Mondays.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour all day & night with $2.50 well, domestic longnecks &
pints. Kitchen closed. $3 taco bar 4-8 pm. Free Texas
Hold-Em Poker tourney at 6 & 8:30, Play for points and
prizes. No cash involved. Free pool all day.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, DJ
Craig Carter 10pm-2am $1.50 well vodka drinks, All drink
specials not available during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 6pm. Free pool
til 4pm. $2.75 Skyy Martinis 4-8pm..

WOODY’S - Open Noon til 2am. Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events) Karaoke with Michael D.
9pm

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am. 50¢ off any Top
Shelf Rum until 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar opens
7pm

TUESDAY

THE BIZ - Half-Price Happy Hour 3-8pm.
Karaoke 8pm-12am with 2 for 1 drinks.

COLORS - Open 4-11pm. Happy Hour 4-7 $3.50
Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and well and reduced
price appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm.

Happy Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks &
pints. Kitchen closed. $3.00 taco bar 4-8pm. Free Texas
Hold-Em Poker for women only at 6:00 p.m. Play for points
and prizes - no cash involved. Tequila Nite with $2.50 well
tequila & margaritas, 75¢ off call tequilas.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
Tropical Tuesdays $2.50 Tropical drinks and DJ Craig
Carter playing Retro Music 70’s, 80’s and 90’s 9pm-close.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 7pm. Free Pool
til 4pm. Spaghetti Nite (2" Tuesday every month $2.00).

WOODY’S - Open Noon til 2am. Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events). Havana Night with
Woody’s own Specialty Mojitos, Caprioskas and Martinis.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Tequila until 8pm Dart Tourney at 9am. Beer Bust
4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens 7pm.

WEDNESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; Drink what You Want
with %2 priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; 18 to Party, 21 to Drink!
18 & Over Night w/DJHill at 9pm! Rotating Shot Specials
all night. Patio Bar opens @ 10:30pm.

COLORS - Open 4-11pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm,
$3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and well and
reduced price appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints,
Kitchen open 4 - 9 pm. Free Pool all day and night. Free
Texas Hold-’Em Poker Tournaments at 6 & 8:30 pm Play
for points & Prizes. No cash involved. Great way to learn
the game or sharpen your skills.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
“Diva-Licious” show 9pm w/ Bunny Fu Fu& Friends. After
show dance with DJ Q til 2am,

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 7pm. Free Pool
til 4pm. $2.75 Cuervo Margaritas 4-8pm

WOODY’S - Open Noon til 2am; Happy Hour
Noon-8pm )excl Spec Events); Chili Dog Buffet 5-9pm;
Underwear/Fetish/Leather Party 9-close - $1 off all drinks
for those who participate (50¢ off draught/schnapps) Back
Pocket Patio Bar open 9pm-close.
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YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Vodka until 8pm Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens
7pm. Dart Tourney 8pm.

THURSDAY

THE BIZ - Open3pm-2am; Drink What You Want
with %2 priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; ‘Thirsty Thursday’ with
Tori Steele & Friends! Drag show now ts at 10pm with Tori
Steele, China Collins and guests. $2 Pitchers and
Rotating Shot Specials. Followed by DJ Hill til 2am.

COLORS - Opend4pm-11pm. Happy Hour 4-
7pm,$3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and Well and
reduced price appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm. .

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
Kitchen open 4 - 9 pm. Karaoke with Rosemary at
8:30pm. $2.50 Mexican Beers all night, $1.00 Jello shots.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, Boyz
Nite Out with your Bartenders & GoGo Boys dancing in
their undies and DJ Mike Lopez spinning Top 40 & All
request $1.75 Long Islands and $1.50 Tequila shots
10pm-2am.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio open 7pm. Free
Pool til 4pm. Pool Tourney 7pm. $3 entry. Special prices
for players. Steak Nite (3rd Thursday during summer).
Bring your own or get it here $6.00.

WOODY’S - Open Noon-2am; Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl Spec Events); Free Pool all day. Nacho
Chip Buffet 5-9pm; $1 PBRs Longnecks and $2 Tecate
Longnecks; Back Pocket Bar open 8-close.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Bourbon til 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar opens
7pm.

FRIDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; Drink What You Want
with %2 priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; Rotating weeks Latin or
Hip Hop Music with DJ Hill at 9pm. Rotating Shot Specials
all night! Patio Bar opens at 10:30pm

COLORS - Open 4pm-1am. Happy Hour 4-7pm,
$3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and Well and
reduced prize appetizers. Dinner served until 10pm. “Hot
Jazz, Cool Martinis” with Susan Artemis and Craig Faltin
6:30-9:30pm. “Guys & Dolls"comedy drag show hosted by
Lucinda Holliday at 10pm.

HOLLYWOOD - Open 5pm. Happy Hour 5pm to
7pm. $1.75 well, domestic bottles, draft. Happy Hour #2
10pm until midnight.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 3 pm. Happy
Hour 3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
Kitchen open 4 - 9 pm. Free Country dance lessons at
7:30p.m. Two Step or line Dance Call 293-7339 for
schedule. DJ Pat plays the best of contemporary and
classic country 8:30 to close. Kitchen open 9 pm -
midnight serving late night munchies menu.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, 9pm
Hot Dance with DJ Mike Lopez outside on the patio and DJ
Raynman spinning club music inside.9pm-2am.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio open 7pm. Free
Pool til 4pm.

WOODY’S - Open Noon-2am; Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events); Martini Happy Hour 5-8pm-
$1 off all call Martinis; Back Pocket Patio Bar open 8-
close. DJ Jeff in the Back Pocket 9-close; Watch for
special events.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Gin until 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens
7pm

SATURDAY

THE BIZ - $2.00 U-Call-Its til 11pm. Saturday
night dance party with DJ Hill9pm. Patio Bar opens at
10:30pm.

COLORS - Open 4pm-11pm, Lunch served until
4pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm, $3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75
Domestics and Well, reduced price appetizers. Dinner
served until10pm. Nightly dinner specials.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Summer hours - Open at

Happy Hour 2-8pm, $2.50 well, domestic
longnecks & pints. Kitchen open 2-9pm. $2.50 Capt.
Morgan or Mailbu. Cheeseburger & Fries Special for
$4.50 all day. Best burgers around. Learn to plau Texas
Hold-Em Poker Lessons at noon with a friendly game to
follow - no money involved. DJ playing dance mix or check
our ad for special events. Kitchen open 9pm to midnight
serving late night munchies menu.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, 5-
8pm karaoke and Teryaki Kabobs on the patio. 8:30pm
Show time w/ Ajia Simone or Janee Star. DJ Q spinning
Club Music inside and Mike Lopez spinning on the patio
10pm to close..

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio Bar open 3pm.
Patio Beer Bust 3-7pm.

WOODY’S - Open 10am-2am; Happy Hour
10am-8pm (excl spec events); Steak/Fish Dinner in the
Back Pocket 5-9pm. Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5-close.
Live Jazz with Arthur Migliazza in the Back Pocket 6-9pm;
DJ Jeff in the Back Pocket 9-close. Watch for special
events.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am. Beer Bust 4-8pm.
$1.25 glass, $2.25 pitcher. Patio Bar Opens 7pm.

2 p.m.
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 10

COLORS - A special review featuring stars from the
Miss Gay Arizona Pageant starring Miss Gay
America 2007, Lucious; Miss Gay America 2000,
Catia Lee Love and Miss Gay Arizona ‘06 & ‘07
Makaila Kay.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Line Dance Lessons with
Libby at 7:30 p.m. DJ Pat plays contemporary and
classic country all night.

WOODY’S - Motown/R&B sounds of Simon Crown in
the Back Pocket Patio Bar during Happy Hour. Also
tonight is Woody’s August Birthday Party with free
cake and Champagne toast.

YARD DOG SALOON - Mom’s Bar-B-Cue Dinner is
being served at 7:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 11
HOWL AT THE MOON - Lucinda Holliday’s back with
a great show. Better git you some o’ that! 10:00 p.m.

WOODY'’S - Drag Biingo 8:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 17

HOWL AT THE MOON - Two Step Lessons with
Libby at 7:30 p.m. DJ Pat plays contemporary and
classic country all night.

WOODY'’S - Tonight starts a 3-day celebration of
“Welcome Back Students Weekend”

SATURDAY, AUGUST 18

HOWL AT THE MOON - August Birthday Bash -
Drink Discounts if you were born in the month of
August.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 24
WOODY’S - Motown/R&B sounds of Simon Crown in
the Back Pocket Patio Bar during Happy Hour.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 26
WOODY'’S - Drag Bingo 8:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1

VENTURE-N - Prepare your loin cloth and get ready
to get to the annual “Jungle Party”. It's a big event
here!

DON’T DRINK
AND DRIVE
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TUCSON KNIGHT OWLS (T.K.O) Openly
invites nhew members to our monthly
meetings which occur on the first Saturday
of every month at 12:00 pm., followed by a
beer bust from 2pm to 6pm., at our home
bar the Yard Dog saloon. T.K.O.’s annual
spring/summer fling is now called owils fling.
This year we will be going to Holly Lake July
27th - 30th. The run fee is $60 for members
and $70 for non-members. Applications will
be avaible at our next beer bust. You can
also pick one up from any T.K.O. member.

HALLELUJAH RECOVERY DRUG &
ALCOHOL 12-STEP. Every Thursday
5:30-6:30pm at Cornerstone Fellowship,
2902 N. Geronimo. 622-4626.

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE
CLINIC provided daily by the Pima County
Health Department. Gay friendly. Confi-
dential. Treatment and Medication too!
Any questions? Call 624-8272

SOUTHERN ARIZONA AIDS FOUNDA-
TION (SAAF), 375 S. EUCLID. Office
Hours 8am to 5pm, Monday through
Friday. Direct services and emotional
support for persons with and affected by
HIV. Anonymous HIV testing and support
groups available. Prevention education
programs. 628-SAAF (7223). World wide
web: http://www.saaf.org. VOLUNTEERS
WELCOME.

P.F.L.A.G. - Parents and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays - is a support group
available to anyone who has a son,
daughter or friend who is Gay. Call 360-
3795 or write P.O. Box 36264, Tucson, AZ
85740-6264. All replies confidential.

GLBT-friendly AL-ANON group meets
Saturdays at 11am at Unitarian Universal-
ist Church, 4831 E. 22" Street, Tucson.

YOUNG AND GAY?

GLBT Youth 23 and under, meet every
Saturday in Tucson for sharing, support
and information. Meetings are held at 425
E. 7th Street from 3 t0 4:30 pm. You are not
alone. For more info call Wingspan, 624-
1779.

The TUCSON Chapter of PRIME TIMERS
WORLDWIDE invites Gay or Bisexual men
and their admirers to join and share Prime
Timers fellowship. We welcome mature
men (and admirers) who wish to become
involved with planned and future Prime
Timers (TPT) activities. Meetings lun-
cheons and dinners are held monthly.
For dates, times and information call 298-
6727, leave name and phone number.
Tucsonpt@primetimersww,org

TUCSON GAY INFORMATION AND RE-
FERRAL

For Information on human service organi-
zations, health and mental health ser-
vices, financial and government assis-
tance, emergency services such as food
and shelter, education, etc. Call Informa-
tion and Referral 881-1794 - 8 am - 5 pm
M-F.

AIDS HOTLINE - 326-AlIDS. Hours M-F,
9:00 am to 10:00 pm. Information,
counseling, HIV-related services, Tucson.

GAY OR BI-SEXUAL MEN in relationships
with women. Need friends you can talk to?
Weekly support group meets Wednesdays
6:30 - 8:00 pm. Licensed psychologist
facilitator. Call 745-6977 in Tucson for
more information. Strictly confidential.

WINGSPAN - Tucson’s Gay, Lesbian &
Bisexual Community Center, 425 E. 7th
St., offers support groups / info line / social
events / library / meeting space. Volunteer
Opportunities. Board meetings every 2nd
Thursday (open to all), 6:00 p.m. Informa-
tion 624-1779.

GREATER PHOENIX GAY & LESBIAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (GPGLCC)
P.0. BOX 2097, Phoenix, AZ 85001-2097.
E-mail: webmaster@gpglcc.org or call
(602)225-8444.

SOURCES UNLIMITED, a Lesbian & Gay
referral service. Business and individual
listings are free of charge. All information
available to anyone just simply by asking.
322-5655. Leave message.
TucsonSources@aol.com

GET NAKED with TNTucson MEN! We're
a social and recreational club. Have you
ever longed to camp, swim, hike or play
with others who enjoy the same, dropping
all the masks and pretensions? We;re for
you! TNTucsonMEN@nethere.com, P.O.
Box 12176, Tucson 85792 or call 514-
9894
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IINNER WISDOM - Try hypnotherapy for
pain relief, past life exploration and
addiction release. Also available: Spiritual
Counseling and Dream Interpretation.
579-9020

BEARS OF THE OLD PUEBLO - a social
club for bears and bigger, more robust
men (and of course, those who prefer their
company). For more info, Call the Bears
Hotline (520)790-5775 or write P.O. Box
43910, Tucson, AZ 85733-3910 of visit our
website at www.botop.com All are wel-
come to our general meetings/potlucks on
the 2nd Friday of every month, at 3202 E.
1st St. (the “Ward 6" Office Bldg.) Just
south of Speedway & East of Country
Club. PotLuck Dinner begins at 6:30 and
the monthly meeting follows at 7:15 p.m.

LESBIAN AND GAY AL-ANON - Affected
by someone’s drinking? Meeting every
Tuesday 8:45 to 9:45 p.m. at Lambda
Center, 2940 E. Thomas, Phoenix. Ellie
581-8850 or Ronn 968-2384.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE GROUP - Out-
reach to Gay and Lesbian people in
Arizona. Meets monthly. Write to P.O. Box
893, Phoenix, AZ 85001 or call Eddy
Walters, (602)371-1102

CRONIES SOCIAL GROUP. A Social
group for Gay men who enjoy the
fellowship of their peers. Call Leo at 624-
6768.

T-SQUARES Lesbian and Gay Square
Dance Club, dances Tuesdays. from 6:30-
9 p.m. at Cornerstone Fellowship Social
Hall, 2902 N. Geronimo (Northwest of 1st
Ave. and Glenn). No experience, no
partner required! For more info contact
David at 325-6739, or visit
www.azgaydance.org

LIGHTNING LIGHTING will provide light-
ing for AIDS and related benefits at no
charge. For more info call Adrienne at 889-
7298.

COME EXPLORE YOUR SPIRITUALITY!
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church
offers a variety of Gay and Lesbian groups
and services for the spiritually minded.
Come meet the Family!l For more
information call Debbie 579-9827 or David
323-7943.

LESBIAN/GAY WRITERS: Workshop at
7:00 p.m. third Wednesday of every
month. Read and critique current projects.
Network and support. For info call 325-
4737.

DESERT VOICES, Tucson’'s Gay, Les-
bian, Bisexual, Transgender and Straight
Chorus, has been singing songs of pride,
hope and laughter for 16 seasons. Check
out our website at www.desertvoices.org,
or call (520)791-9662 for information
about upcoming concerts or how to join.

Join the LESBIAN & GAY PUBLIC
AWARENESS PROJECT. In Tucson write
Awareness Project, 3661 N. Campbell
Ave. #365, Tucson, AZ 85719.

AA Meeting with HIV/AIDS focus, Wednes-
days, 7:30 p.m., Wingspan Annex, 425 E.
7" Street. All alcoholics welcome.

MEN’S SOCIAL NETWORK: Social orga-
nization for men of all ages. Building an
extended Gay family in Tucson. Monthly
social potluck gatherings the first Saturday
of each month and almost weekly social
activities. Call 690-9565 for information
and a newsletter. Check the Non-Bar
Calendar in the Observer.

CARE TEAMS ARE AVAILABLE to offer
support to people living with HIV/AIDS.
The Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network
offers trained, compassionate and com-
mitted volunteers to provide services
including friendly visits, light housekeep-
ing, assistance with meals, shopping,
errands, transportation and companion-
ship for medical appointments, and respite
care for primary care givers. No judgement
or proselytizing - we are here to be of
service. For information call Scott at 299-
6647.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SPORTS
TEAMS and updates on Gay Games,
contact TEAM ARIZONA at their website:
teamarizona.org

ARE YOU GAY OR BISEXUAL AND
UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE? The Gay
Young Men’s Project is now looking for
volunteers for the project. We need people
who want to help create a positive social
change for young Gay men as well as
reduce the risk for HIV infection. For more
information please call 628-7223.

THE MEN’'S MASSAGE GROUP meets
the 3rd Sunday of each month. It is a good
way to meet other men of all ages, safely,
and with the art of nurturing touch. There is
a fee. You must sign up in advance to
participate. Call Marc at 881-4582 for more
information or sign up.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE GLBT,
Tucson’s Gay and Lesbian business
networking group holds regular meetings
the third Thursday of every month. Call
615-6436 for more info.
www.tucsonglbtchamber.org

TUCSON PRIDE, INC. (Formerly Tucson
Lesbian and Gay Alliance - TLGA) meets
on the second Wednesday at 845 S.
Craycroft Road at 6pm. Tucson Pride
events: Pride Week, Gay West and

Pride Weekend. Inquiries about support
groups and individual needs should be
directed to Wingspan and other local
agencies listed here. For more information
call 622-3200 or visit the TPl website at
www.tucsonpride.com

LEARN TO BE A LISTENING FRIEND
Unique Hospital Volunteer Program
teaches listening skills to Volunteers who
provide a safe/compassionate environ-
ment to at-risk patients. Training every 6
weeks. 694-7063.

TUCSON INTERFAITH HIV/AIDS NET-
WORK (TIHAN), a coalition of faith
communities committed to a compassion-
ate response to HIV/AIDS, provides HIV
education in congregational settings,
volunteer CareTeams to support HIV+
persons, a referral network of HIV-
sensitive clergy, and interfaith services of
healing and hope. For more information
call 299-6647.

ANONYMOUS HIV COUNSELING AND
TESTING is available through the Pima
County Health Department at sites through-
out Tucson, Very Gay Friendly. For more
information or to make an appointment call
791-7676.

SMART (Self Management And Recovery
Training) a free non-12-step self-help
alternative for people working to overcome
addictive and other emotional problems
meets in Tucson Monday thru Thursdays
at different locations. For more information
about SMART, contact Jennifer at 838-
3975.

OUTLOUD! Tucson’s premiere Local
Lesbian and Gay Radio Show, broadcast
every Sunday from 7-8 pm on 91.3 FM,
Community Radio KXCI.

THEATER / DINNER / MOVIES / ETC!
Nonsmoking Lesbian Network meets
every month. If you'd like to meet women
50+ (flexible) and socialize in a smoke-free
environment, please call or email: 888-
8010 ‘til 9pm, or joycesmth1@aol.com.
The group dines OUT! and attends shows,
movies, comedy events, etc. Now in our
23rd year, 7th in Tucson.

SOUTHERN ARIZONA GENDER ALLI-
ANCE (SAGA). The Southwest’s largest
transgender and gender-diversity advo-
cacy organization. Speakers and panel-
ists available. General meetings monthly
on the 1t Mondays at 7pm; Dezert Girlz
(MTF Support) meets 2" Mondays at 7pm;
Dezert Boyz (FTM Support) meets 3™
Tuesdays at 7pm. Also serving partners,
youth, intersex, service providers and
allies. Call (520)624-1779 x26 for more
info.

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR
ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES. Not a dat-
ing club. Discreet. Meetings every Monday
evening. Call for more info. APEX (Arizona
Power Exchange) 602-415-1123. 24-hr
multi-choice message including informa-
tion, calendar and location.

ARIZONA AIDS POLICY ALLIANCE
(AZAPA) seeks to educate legislators and
citizens about sound AIDS policy. For
more information write AZAPA, 6523 N.
14th St., #112, Phoenix, AZ 85014 or call
602-279-4805.

DESERT DOMINION, whose focus is
providing information and education for
people interested in the BDSM lifestyle,
meets monthly for group discussion and
social events. Visit our web site http://
www.desertdominion.org or call (520)792-
6424

SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS. Start-
ing this February, the Tucson Rape crisis
Center will be providing free confidential
group services for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender survivors of all manner
of sexual assault. Interested persons
please call Mirto Stone, MSW, at 327-1171
(if unavailable leave message with phone
number.
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AAPSP - ARIZONA ASSOCIATION OF
PUBLIC SAFETY PROFESSIONALS: a
confidential organization committed to
providing support and networking for all
Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual public safety
professionals in Arizona. Membership
open to Law Enforcement Officers,
Firefighters, Probation, Parole and Cor-
rections Officers and civilians working
within these agencies. Website: AAPSP.org
or e-mail: AAPSP@aol.com or call Dave
(520)745-9059 (Tucson) or Kim (602)534-
6219 (Phoenix)

GLSEN - Gay, Lesbian and Straight
Education Network meets first Thursday of
every month at 4:30pm at Wingspan, 425
E.7th Street. 743-4800.

SAA (Sex Addicts Anonymous) has 5
meetings a week in Tucson. People who
wish to stop their compulsive sexual
behavior, please call (520) 745-0775 for
current information.

TUCSON GREATER SOFTBALL ASSO-
CIATION. Interested? Call Kelly Quinn,
(520)906-0669 and or Mona Garcia 256-
8728.

LUTHERANS CONCERNED - Tucson
chapter for Gay/Lesbian Lutherans meets
3rd Sunday, 6:30 p.m. each month at
Santa Cruz Lutheran Church, 6809 S.
Cardinal Ave. For information visit
www.lctucson.org write: LC, 7014 E. Golf
Links Road, PMB 212, Tucson, AZ 85730.

REVEILLE GAY MEN'S CHORUS re-
hearses Thursday evenings 7-10pm at the
Historic Y, corner of University Blvd. And
5t Ave. Join us!! Call 304-1758 for more
info.

“OUT ON THE TRAILS - EQUESTRIAN
FUN!”

Rider Club forming. Looking for women
and men to ride together on the trails of
Southern Arizona. Must have own horse,
truck and trailer. For more info write: “Out
On The Trails” P.O. Box 44045, Tucson,
AZ 85733-4045

THE MAN TO MAN Social/erotic education
club is the tantric men’s group that offers
passionate friendships, fun activities and
real Tantric sex education. Marc 881-4582

LGBT Buddhist Meditation Group. Join us
for two 20 minute silent sitting meditations,
and reading from Buddhist Spiritual text
and discussion. Bring a friend and a pillow
or cushion. Takes place every Sunday
from 10-11:30AM at Wingspan, 425 E. 7th
St. Donations accepted. Contact Maurice
Grossman for more info. 323-2293.

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP FOR VICTIM/
SURVIVORS OF Domestic Violence,
Sexual Assault, Hate Crimes, Bias Acts,
Harassment. Call Lori at Wingspan, 624-
1779, ext. 20. Services are free.

MEN’S HIKING CLUB - A peer-run
MEN’s outdoor club for hiking, biking, camp-
ing, boating etc, is now up and running in
the Tucson area. To join, go to SAGE-Tuc-
son-subscribe @yahoogroups.com. See
you on the trails.

MEN’S KINK DISCUSSION GROUP (Open
to all who identify as male and are 18 or
older) meets 2" Tuesday of the month,
7:00 p.m. at Desert Dominion, 3843 E. 37*
Street, Tucson, AZ. (Map available at
www.desertdominion,org) For those who
are kinky or just curious. No fee,
contributions are appreciated, but not
required.

The new MAN TO MAN INTENTIONAL
COMMUNITY is meeting about honoring
the spiritual side of ourselves. It is the
men’s social/erotic group that offers
passionate friendships, fun activities, and
real tantric sex education. Call Marc 881-
4582 in advance Check it out. We meet
the 1 and 39 Wednesdays, 7-9pm.
Potluck dinner. Donation.

BROTHERS OF THE COMPASSIONATE
WAY. Pagan spiritual group for gay,
bisexual, transgendered men. Box 41623,
Tucson, AZ 85717.
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