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World AIDS Day In
Tucson, December 1

TUCSON (Observer Update) - World
AIDS Day is observed in Tucson and
cities across the globe on December 1
each year, is dedicated to raising
awareness of the AIDS pandemic
caused by the spread of HIV infection.
AIDS has killed more than 25 million
people, with an estimated 38.6 million
people living with HIV, making it one of
the most destructive epidemics in
recorded history.

The concept of a World AIDS
Day originated at the 1988 World
Summit of Ministers of Health on
Programs for AIDS Prevention. Since
then, it has been taken up by govern-

ments, international organizations and
charities around the world.

On Saturday, December 1,
11:00a.m.to4:00 p.m. atthe University
of Arizona Mall, Tucson will mark
World AIDS Day with a community
resources fair, speeches and re-
marks from those living with HIV/
AIDS, and live entertainment includ-
ing Flam Chen, Ballet Folklorico Amor
Al Baile and Namoli.

For more information, contact
David Martinez at the Southern Ari-
zona AIDS Foundation, (520) 628-
7223 or E-mail: dmartinez@saaf.org.

World AIDS Day
Wor ldwide

SAN FRANCISCO (Observer Update) -
On December 1 communities across the
globe will observe World AIDS Day with
memorials to concerts, 365Gay.com
reported.

An estimated 40 million people
around the world are living with HIV/
AIDS.

In South Africa, the country with
the largest number of people with HIV/
AIDS, an international concert will be
held in Johannesburg. It is the fifth in a
series of annual concerts that Nelson
Mandela has used to raise awareness
about AIDS.

The concert, expected to attract
30-35 international and local artists and
draw a crowd of over 50,000 people.
Among those participating will be U2,
Annie Lennox, Peter Gabriel, Beyonce,
Bob Geldof and Angelique Kidjo.

The funds raised through the
concerts are used to create awareness
of the AIDS pandemic among young
people.

An estimated 5.4 million South
Africans are infected with the AIDS virus.

In San Francisco, where the first
AIDS patient was diagnosed in 1980, a
special service will be held at the
National AIDS Memorial.

The Memorial was conceived in
1989 by a small group of San Franciscans
who had lost loved ones to AIDS.

Development of the Memorial in
Golden Gate Park began in 1991. The
site was designated a national memorial
by act of Congress in 1996.

The Memorial is a seven-acre
wooded basin historically known as de
Laveaga Dell. Its gathering areas are
constructed of stone and wood.

The keynote speaker this year
will be Charles King, president of New
York’'s Housing Works, the largest
community-based AIDS service organi-
zationinthe U.S. It provides a full range of
services including housing, health care,
mental health services, chemical depen-
dency services, legal advocacy, and
job training and placement for homeless

men, women, and children living with
HIV/AIDS.

An award will be presented to
Ruth Brinker, founder of San Francisco’s
Project Open Hand, the country’s first
food service organization for people
living with AIDS.

In 1985, Brinker started making
dinner in her own kitchen for seven
neighbors with AIDS. Demand for her
meals grew, and with volunteer help,
Brinker started Project Open Hand.

Today it feeds over 6,000 people a year
in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Earlier the Centers for Disease
Control said that gonorrhea rates are
jumping again after hitting a record low,
and an increasing number of cases are
caused by a “superbug” version resis-
tant to common antibiotics. The CDC
also said that Syphilis is rising, too.

The increase in incidences of
STDs is considered an indication
people are increasing having unpro-
tected sex - a precursor to rising HIV
cases.

For one state that concern
became all to apparent this week when
Florida’'s Health Department issued a
new report showing one in every 22 Gay
and bi men across the state is HIV-
positive, and in South Florida the rate is
much higher.

In Broward County, which en-
compasses Fort Lauderdale, one in
every 11 Gay white men is estimated to
be positive. For Gay Black men the rate
itis 1in 17. The results were similar for
Dade County, which includes Miami and
South Beach, and for Palm Beach
County.

LGBT activists said the report
shows education methods are not
working. They called for a new look at
how to reach Gay and Bi men.

They also said that many Gay
men have hit HIV information overload,
becoming complacent in the wake of
new drugs that give people with HIV a
near normal life span.

12,000 Flags To Be Planted On
Washington Mall T o Honor

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Human
Rights Campaign (HRC) has teamed up
with the Servicemembers Legal Defense
Network, Servicemembers United (for-
merly Call to Duty), Log Cabin Republi-
cans and Liberty Education Forum to
honor LGBT military personnel fired
under 10 USC Sec. 654, better known as
the “Don't Ask, Don't Tell” policy, enacted
November 30, 1993, pageoneq.com
reported.

The 12,000 Flags on the Mall will
take place starting on the 14th anniver-
sary of the policy’s enactment, November
30, 2007, and continue through Sunday,
December 2. During that weekend, each
of the 12,000 flags installed on
Washington's National Mall will serve to
honor an individual servicemember dis-
charged under “Don’t Ask.”

Says HRC's event announce-

Discharged L/G Milit ar

N

ment, “The flags will stand throughout
the weekend as a testament to the
sacrifice these men and women made
on behalf of our country and the
discrimination they faced as a result of
this law.” “This event on the National
Mall,” says HRC spokesman Brad
Luna, “will continue to focus attention on
putting this discriminatory policy, hurting
our country’s national security, into the
history books, where it belongs.”

Signed into law by President
Clinton, “Don’'t Ask, Don't Tell” prohibits
the military from directly asking a
member of the military to reveal his or
her sexual orientation. On the same
token, it disqualifies all openly Gay
people from serving their country, and
servicemembers that are either openly
Gay or reported Gay to superiors face
prompt discharge.

Scottsdale To Consider Anti-
Discrimination Ordinance Dec. 4

SCOTTSDALE (Observer Update) - On
Tuesday, December 4, 5:00 p.m., 3939 N.
Drinkwater Blvd in the City Hall Kiva
Forum, the City of Scottsdale’s Mayor and
Council will consider a proposal to amend
the city’s equal employment opportunity
ordinance (EEOOQ) by adding protections
based on sexual orientation and gender
identity.

This proposal has already been
approved by the Scottsdale Human
Relations Commission as well as the
Scottsdale Personnel Board.

Over the past year, several anti-
gay incidents in the City of Scottsdale

have increased awareness about the
need to enact laws and ordinances that
protect the entire community. Equality
Arizona, in collaboration with the
Scottsdale Human Relations Commis-
sion and several civil rights organiza-
tions, has called on the Scottsdale City
Council to adopt a citywide ordinance
that would prohibit discrimination in
employment, housing, public accom-
modations and education.

The council will also discuss
two other components, which would
apply to city contractors and busi-
nesses within Scottsdale’s city limits.

Continued on Page Two
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Scottsdale To

Consider Anti-

Discrimination
Ordinance Dec, 4

Continued from Page One

According to a news release
from Equality Arizona, the statewide
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender (LGBT) rights organiza-
tion, the anti-LGBT industry is actively
trying to block our efforts to secure
Equality in Arizona. At public meetings,
audience members have stood up to
oppose the recommended ordi-
nances, comparing LGBT people to
pedophiles and sex offenders, refer-
ring to the LGBT community as an
abomination, and calling LGBT identi-
ties deviant behavior.

If you live or work in the City of
Scottsdale, the mayor and city council
members need to hear from you. If you
spend money in Scottsdale - if you
shop, dine, or visit - they need to hear
fromyoutoo. Letthe Scottsdale Mayor
and City Council know that you expect
them to support equality and oppose
discrimination within their city limits. To
voice your opinion, go online to
egfed.org/ct/dpSrSkn1fz03/.

Reveille’s ‘Twisted
Christmas’ Nov. 20 -
Dec. 1-2

TUCSON (Observer Update) - Famil-
iar Christmas tunes and not-so familiar
“Twistmas” tunes...Reveille will tweak
your hearing and your memory about
familiar lyrics and bring you laughter to
start your Holiday Season.

No standing in post office
lines or queuing at department stores
as part of this Holiday experience.
Reveille to your Holiday
rescue...twisting up and down carolers’
lane!

The curtain rises for Reveille’s
‘Twisted Christmas,” Thursday, No-
vember 29, 7:30 p.m., Saturday, De-
cember 1, 8:00 p.m. and Sunday,
December 2 at 3:00 p.m. at Grace St.
Paul’'s Episcopal Church, 2331 East
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Adams Street. Tickets are $15 in
advance or $20 at the door. To get your
advance tickets either call (520) 304-
1758 or go online to reveillechorus.org.

Reveille Men'’s Chorus is dedi-
cated to musical excellence and per-
forms worldwide to promote human
rights, diversity, and a world free of
AIDS. Reveille’s Artistic Director is
Linus Lerner, who has conducted
orchestras, choirs and instrumental
groups in Brazil, the United States,
Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, and
Spain.

As a singer, Lerner has per-
formed in many operas and concerts in
the United States, Italy and Brazil, and
has received awards in Competitions
such as the Neyde Thomas Interna-
tional Voice Competition, the Porto
Alegre Symphony Orchestra Voice
Competition and the Miami University
Concerto Competition. Lerner is cur-
rently a voice teacher and voice coach
at his private studio in Tucson, and
travels on a regular basis to work with
students both in Chicago and New York

City.

PFLAG/Senior Pride
Holiday Feast Dec. 15

TUCSON - The annual PFLAG/Senior
Pride holiday feast will take place at
Wingspan, 425 E., 7" Street on Saturday,
December 15, 2:00to 5:00 p.m.

Tucson’s PFLAG will be prepar-
ing and sharing a fantastic holiday dinner
with Wingspan'’s seniors and their allies.
Everyone is welcome - even if you've
never attended a Senior Pride event.

Please contact Penelope Starr
at Wingspan, (520) 624-1779, ext. 122 or
E-mail: pstarr@wingspan.org if you are
planning on coming so that the cooks
know how many to plan for.

CARD ADS IN THE
RESOURCE SECTION
OF THE OBSERVER

GET RESULTS

Sing With Desert
Voices

TUCSON (Observer Update) - Want to
sing with Desert Voices, Arizona's
premier Leshian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender and Straight Chorus? If so
come to one of the rehearsals.

All rehearsals are open to the
public, except four weeks leading up to
a concert. Rehearsals are held at
Water of Life MCC, 3269 North Mountain
Avenue on Monday, 7:00 p.m. to 9:30
p.m.

For more information, go online
to desertvoices.org or call (520) 791-
9662.

PFLAG Meeting
Wednesday, Dec. 5

TUCSON (Observer Update) - The
monthly support meeting of the Tucson
chapter of Parents and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) will take
place Wednesday, December 5, 7:00
to 9:00 p.m. at the Ward VI City Council
Office, 3202 E. First Street (one block
east of Country Club Road and one
block south of Speedway).

PFLAG promotes the health
and well-being of Gay, Lesbian, Bi-
sexual and Transgender persons, their
families and friends through: Support, to
cope with an adverse society; Educa-
tion, to enlighten an ill-informed public;
and advocacy, to end discrimination
and to secure equal civil rights. PFLAG
provides opportunity to dialogue about
sexual orientation and gender identify,
and acts to create a society that is
healthy and respectful of human diver-

sity.

For more information, call (520)
360-3795 or E-mail
pflagtuc@pflagtucson.org.

Chuzapalooza
January 25 - 27

TUCSON - What is a Chuza? A strike in
Spanish. What is Chuzapalooza?
Tucson’s newest LGBT bowling tourna-
mentto take place January 25-27, 2008 at
Santa Cruz Lanes, 3665 S. 16" Avenuein
Tucson.

Chuzapalooza is one of the
newest tournaments on the IGBO (Inter-
national Gay Bowling Organization)
schedule and bowlers from Tucson and
across the country and globe will be
arriving in the Old Pueblo for this event.

For more information, to register
for the event or to volunteer to help, call
(520) 495-0143, E-mail:
chuzapalooza@aol.com or go online to
chuzapalooza.com.

Observer Wants Your
‘Rant or Rave’

TUCSON (Observer Update) - Is there
something that makes you feel glad, sad,
mad, ecstatic or wondering? Has
someone of note won your praise or fury?
The Observer wants your rant or rave.

If you have something you want
to figuratively, get off your chest, send
your rant or rave to the Observer at
info@tucsonobserver.com.

Rants or raves need to be 500
words or less and can be sent by E-mail
as an attachment. Swear words can't be
used and no hate mail will be accepted.

WEEKLY OBSERVER

Calling for
friendly and reliable
people to join SAAF’s
Client Services Team

as volunteer
Peer Counselors.
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If you are interested in offering
peer support to clients,
educating on HIV/AIDS and
more, contact Volunteer Re-
sources at 628-T2Z23 or

1 ] f
voleooardirmisaaf o
VOO OO [CLSAd T OrE

S/\,&F

Southern Anzona AIDS Foundation

Observing Tucson And
e Greaiar Arizona C

Community

BSERV

hitp://www.tucsonobserver.com

P.0. BOX 50733,
TUCSON, AZ 85703
(520) 622-7176 (V oice)

Office Hour s: 9a.m.-6p .m.
Monday thru Friday

Office Closed Thursdays

Observer on the World Wide Web
www .tucsonobser ver.com
E-Mail:
info@tucsonobser ver.com

EDITOR/PUBLISHER:
Bob Ellis
ARTS & GRAPHICS:
Gary Clark
MANAGING EDITOR:
Mark Kerr
Special Events Photos:
Bill Morrow
Hunter Johnson
Horoscope:
Charlene Lichtenstein
Contributing Columnists
MARK R. KERR - LEE THORN

*

Publication of names or photos of any person
or organization in the OBSERVER is not to be
construed as indication of the sexual
orientation of such person, organization or
advertisers or any employees thereof.

Opinions that are expressed in Letters to the
Editor or columns by contributors are not
necessarily those of the OBSERVER, its staff
or advertisers. OBSERVER assumes
responsibility for its own editorial policy only.

Although OBSERVER has many fine
advertisers, we do not accept responsibility for
any claims made pertaining to their products
and/or services.

*

Permission to reprint (except for separately
copyrighted material) is granted when credit is
given to the OBSERVER.

*

Informing the Community

The Observer



WEEKLY OBSERVER

WASHINGTON, D.C. (Observer Up-
date) - Millions of Americans flocked to
the malls and online, and the nation’s
largest LGBT organization is advising
people to think about their civil rights
when deciding where to spend their
money this holiday season, reported
365Gay.com.

The Human Rights Campaign
(HRC) says stores with alow rating on its
Corporate Equality Index should be
avoided while those with a high rating
should enjoy the benefit of your heard
earned money.

Topping the no-go list is Wal-
Mart, the world’'s biggest retailer. It
received only a grade of 40 out of 100
possible points on the list. It's
competitor, Target Stores, on the other
hand scored an 80.

Other retails who scored at the
bottom of the index were Toys R Us,
Radio Shack and Auto Zone.

High scorers included Best
Buy, Sears, Kmart, Lands’ End, J.C.
Penney, Macy's and Mastercard.

LGBT buying power is esti-
mated to be $723-billion in 2008.

In a separate study by Witeck-
Combs Communications and Harris
Interactive, research also showed 78%
of Gay and Lesbian adults and 77% of
heterosexuals are likely to consider a
brand that is known to provide equal
workplace benefits for all of their
employees, including Gays and Lesbi-
ans. One in four Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual
and Transgender adults say they have
switched products or service providers
because they found a competing
company that supports causes that
benefit the GLBT community.

“Knowing the tremendous buy-

' EVERY THURSDAY I
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Think LGBT Rights When Shopping Gr oup Says

ing power that exists within the GLBT
and straight ally community, the ‘Buying
for Equality’ guide has become an
important resource for shoppers during
the holiday season,” said HRC Presi-
dent Joe Solmonese.

“By purchasing products from
companies supporting GLBT equality,
shoppers are sending a clear mes-
sage that will directly impact a
company’s bottom line.”

The HRC guide is available
online at www.hrc.org/buyersguide

Wal-Mart has been onthe HRC
watch list since last holiday season
when it bowed to boycott threats from
the conservative American Family
Association and pledged to stay away
from controversial causes, such as
LGBT rights.

Prior to that there had been
indications that the company was
becoming progressive. In 2003, Wal-
Mart added sexual orientation to its
written non-discrimination policy. And in
2005 the company began meeting with
HRC to explore domestic partner
benefits.

When the AFA began its
campaign against Wal-Mart the talks
with HRC came to an abrupt end.

The Corporate Equality Index
was released in September (story)
showing that nearly 200 major American
businesses provide full protections and
benefits for LGBT workers.

The Corporate Equality Index
rated 519 businesses, measuring the
extent to which employers protect their
LGBT employees. Ratings are based
on factors like non-discrimination poli-
cies, diversity training and benefits for

Opm '

COME OUT AND PARTY WITH
GO-GO BOYS &
HOT BAR STAFF IN THEIR UNDIES!

DRINK SPECIALS!
$1.75 LONG ISLANDS &
$1.50 WELL TEQUILA SHOTS
PLUS
$1.00 WELL DRINKS &
$2.00 KAMIKAZI'S 3X A NIGHT!

domestic partners and Transgender
employees.

The banking and financial
services industry had 32 companies
with 100 percent, more than any other
industry.

In mail and freight delivery,
United Parcel Service achieved 100
percent. In contrast, FedEx received
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only a 55.

Harrah's Entertainment Inc.
became the first gaming industry
company to achieve 100 percent.

Inthe transportation and travel
services industry, Travelport known for
its travel sites such as Orbitz.com was
the first to receive a perfect score.

Anti-LGBT Senator Trent Lott
Resigns From Congress

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Trent Lott (R-
MS), the veteran arch-conservative,
anti-Gay and proto-segregationist sena-
tor, finally calls it quits and announces
his resignation before the year's end.
Lott becomes the sixth GOP senator to
step down this election cycle and is
reportedly pursuing “other opportuni-
ties” reported Rod 2.0 beta. Think
Progress reports Lott's “other opportuni-
ties” involve joining the “lucrative world
of lobbying Congress” before “tougher
restrictions in a new lobbying law takes
effect at the end of the year. That law
would require Senators to wait two-
years before entering the lucrative
world of lobbying Congress.”

Lott voted against the Matthew
Shepard Hate Crime bill and is op-
posed to including Gays and Lesbians
in federal job protection laws. In 2003 he
was a lead supporter of U.S. District
Judge Charles Pickering’s nomination
to the federal appeals court which was
“opposed by all LGBT rights groups
over rulings in which included slurs
against Gays.” Lott also was a principal
supporter of the failed Federal Marriage

Amendment—more HERE—and has

linked homosexuality to bestiality, in-
cest and polygamy in Senate floor

speeches.

Trent Lott was forced from his
longtime Senate Majority Leader seat
in disgrace in late 2002 after
complimenting the 1948 segregationist
presidential platform of former Sen.
Strom Thurmond (R-SC). “l want to say
this about my state,” Lott said at
Thurmond’s 100th birthday party cel-
ebration. “When Strom Thurmond ran
for president, we voted for him. We're
proud of it. And if the rest of the country
had followed our lead, we wouldn't have
had all these problems over all these
years, either.” Goodbye, good rid-
dance, good luck.

S p_g@@usm-

616 N. 4th Ave 520.882.3053 www.ibts.net and www.myspace.com/ibtstucson
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Louisville Public Schools
Approve Bias Protection For
Gay, Lesbian W orkers

NOVEMBER 28, 2007

LOUISVILLE, Kentucky (Observer Up-
date)- The Jefferson County Board of
Education voted Monday, November 26
to extend employment, discrimination and
harassment protection to Gay, Lesbian
and Bisexual workers, courier-journal.com
reported.

The 4-3 vote came after more
than two hours of heated comments from
about 50 people who supported or
opposed the policy change. While they
spoke, supporters in the crowd held up
signs reading, “Fairness for All” and
“Protect all Workers,” while opponents
raised signs that said, “Protect the

Children.”

About 400 people attended, and
some had to sit in an overflow room
because the board room at the Van
Hoose Education Center, 3332 Newburg
Road, reached its capacity almost an
hour before the start. Some arrived in
churchvans.

The school district already for-
bid recruitment or employment discrimi-
nation because of age, color, creed,
disability, marital or parental status,
national origin, race, sex, military status
or political affiliation. The policy change
also protects religious affiliation.

Toledo Mayor Signs Domestic
Partner Registry Measure

TOLEDO, Ohio (Observer Update) -
Mayor Carty Finkbeiner has signed into
law a city ordinance that will allow Gay or
other unmarried couples to register their
domestic partnerships, 365Gay.com re-
ported. Finkbeiner put his pen to the
ordinance shortly before leaving for
London where he hopes to win for Toledo
the title of Most Liveable Community.

The ordinance makes Toledo
first major city in Ohio to create a domestic
partner registry. The registry will be
available to same-sex couples and
opposite-sex couples who cannot or
chose not to marry. Couples will have to
prove they cohabitate, are financial
interdependent and are over the age of 18
to register. The registry would offer the
same municipal benefits as married
couples have. Registering would also
serve as proof of a relationship for people

ASISEEIT.......BY CLARK

whose employers offer domestic part-
ner health and insurance plans.

The measure was passed by
the city council on a 10-2 vote. The only
other Ohio city with a domestic partner
registry is Cleveland Heights, on which
Toledo’s ordinance was based. Sev-
eral hours after Finkbeiner singed the
Toledo ordinance city commission in
Dayton, Ohio voted 3-1 to add sexual
orientation and gender identity to a list of
protected groups. The change be-
comes effective in 30 days. Mayor
Rhine McLin supported the decision,
saying it was time to do the right thing for
the city. Dayton is the 15th Ohio
municipality to protect sexual orienta-
tion.
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Visit our Back Pocket Patio Bar —
Tucson’s Alternative

Check out the Back Pocket Grille

Serving Lunch, Dinner and Snacks Every day 11am10pm
F

Enjoy Tucson’s Newest Dance/Video Lounge

The W~

Playing Wednesday Thru Saturday 9:30CL

Friday November 30th
Simon Crown 6-9pm
Sunday December 2nd
Drag Bingo 8 pm
Monday December 3rd
Bud Promo During Karaoke
Wednesday December 5th
Wine Tasting Party 5:30pm
Sign Up Early w/bartenders
Tucson’s Best All Day Party
Every Sunday
Patio Bar opens at 2pm
Beer Bust 27pm
Karaoke with Michael D 9pm

3710 N. Oracle Road 292.6702
WWW.myspace.com/4mywoodys
WWW.mywoodysaz.com

VENTURE-N

TU("H()N y ONL Y MEN'S B%R

‘,,-MUHDAYS

Sat 9AM; Sun 10AM
1239 N. 8™ Ave. Tucson, AZ 85705 (520) 882-8224

Opens Mon —
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WHY do people — Gay or straight
— need the state’s permission to marry?
For most of Western history, they didn't,
because marriage was a private contract
between two families. The parents’ agree-
ment to the match, not the approval of
church or state, was what confirmed its
validity.

For 16 centuries, Christianity also
defined the validity of a marriage on the
basis of a couple’s wishes. If two people
claimed they had exchanged marital vows

— even out alone by the haystack — the

Catholic Church accepted that they were
validly married.

In 1215, the church decreed that a
“licit” marriage must take place in church.
But people who married illictly had the
same rights and obligations as a couple
married in church: their children were
legitimate; the wife had the same inherit-
ance rights; the couple was subject to the
same prohibitions against divorce.

Not until the 16th century did
European states begin to require that
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COMMENT ARY. ...

by Stephanie Coontz

Taki ng
marriages be performed Under legal
auspices. In part, this was an attempt
to prevent unions between young
adults whose parents opposed their
match.

The American colonies offi-
cially required marriages to be regis-
tered, but until the mid-19th century,
state supreme courts routinely ruled
that public cohabitation was sufficient
evidence of a valid marriage. By the
later part of that century, however, the
United States began to nullify com-
mon-law marriages and exert more
control over who was allowed to
marry.

By the 1920s, 38 states
prohibited whites from marrying blacks,
“mulattos,” Japanese, Chinese, Indi-
ans, “Mongolians,” “Malays” or Filipi-

Marriage Private

marriage license if one partner was a
drunk, an addict or a “mental defect.”
Eighteen states set barriers to remarriage
after divorce.

In the mid-20th century, govern-
ments began to get out of the business of
deciding which couples were “fit” to marry.
Courts invalidated laws against interracial
marriage, struck down other barriers and
even extended marriage rights to prison-
ers.

But governments began relying
on marriage licenses for a new purpose:
as a way of distributing resources to
dependents. The Social Security Act
provided survivors’ benefits with proof of
marriage. Employers used marital status
to determine whether they would provide
health insurance or pension benefits to
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hospitals required a marriage license
before granting couples the privilege
of inheriting from each other or
receiving medical information.

In the 1950s, using the mar-
riage license as a shorthand way to
distribute benefits and legal privi-
leges made some sense because
almost all adults were married.
Cohabitation and single parenthood
by choice were very rare.

Today, however, posses-
sion of a marriage license tells us little
about people’s interpersonal respon-
sibilities. Half of all Americans aged
25 to 29 are unmarried, and many of
them already have incurred obliga-
tions as partners, parents or both.
Almost 40 percent of America’s
children are born to unmarried par-
ents. Meanwhile, many legally mar-
ried people are in remarriages where
their obligations are spread among
several households.

Using the existence of a
marriage license to determine when
the state should protect interpersonal
relationships is increasingly impracti-
cal. Society has already recognized
this when it comes to children, who
can no longer be denied inheritance
rights, parental support or legal
standing because their parents are
not married.

As Nancy Polikoff, an Ameri-
can University law professor, argues,
the marriage license no longer draws
reasonable dividing lines regarding
which adult obligations and rights
merit state protection. A woman
married to a man for just nine months
gets Social Security survivor's ben-
efits when he dies. But awoman living
for 19 years with a man to whom she
isn't married is left without government
support, even if her presence helped
him hold down a full-time job and pay
Social Security taxes. A newly mar-
ried wife or husband can take leave
from work to care for a spouse, or sue
for a partner's wrongful death. But
unmarried couples typically cannot,
no matter how long they have pooled
their resources and how faithfully they
have kept their commitments.

Possession of a marriage
license is no longer the chief determi-
nant of which obligations a couple
must keep, either to their children or to
each other. But it still determines
which obligations a couple can keep
— who gets hospital visitation rights,
family leave, health care and
survivor's benefits. This may serve
the purpose of some moralists. But it
doesn’t serve the public interest of
helping individuals meet their care-
giving commitments.

Perhapsit'stimetoreverttoa
much older marital tradition. Let
churches decide which marriages
they deem “licit.” But let couples —
Gay or straight — decide if they want
the legal protections and obligations
of a committed relationship.

(Stephanie Coontz, a profes-
sor of history at Evergreen State
College, is the author of “Marriage, a
History: How Love Conquered Mar-
riage.” This oped was reprinted from
the November 26 edition of the New
York Times.)
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by Wayne Besen

A Weekendwithout E-Mall

Vacationing in Montreal, | had a
computer glitch that made it impossible
to connect online. The experience
made me think about how much the
world has changed since the beginning
of the technological revolution, particu-
larly for the GLBT community.

| graduated high school in
1988, which made me one of the last
classes to use old-fashioned typewrit-
ers. When | came out of the closet, that
same year, | had to search the Yellow
Pages, where | found a hotline with a
recorded message that told me where |
could find Gay establishments. There
was no Internet to offer me countless
options and information on what Gay life
was about.

When | first started going to
Gay bars, the first questions people
would ask were, “are you out?” And, “do
your parents know?” | would often hear
people say that while growing up they
thought they were the “only Gay people
onearth”.

The Gay bar, at the time, was
an oasis of friendship and a place
where tight bonds were formed, as we
were a besieged minority. Upon enter-
ing such places, people would hug,
often accompanied by a kiss on the
cheek. On rare occasions, an older
gentleman would try to get fresh, so one
became adept at positioning the face
where the lips were inaccessible. In any
case, Gay bars, restaurants and social
clubs were for networking and forming
lifelong alliances.

These places were also in-
fused with a livewire of sexuality that
made its way into many conversations -
excessively in some cases. People
also cruised shamelessly and openly,
as Gay bars were hunting grounds for
sexual partners or potential husbands -
or wives for the Lesbians.

There was always a hidden
“game clock” that began when we paid
our cover charge and ended at last call
- where we were all then thrust into the
harsh outside world where it was difficult
to meet Gay friends, sexual liaisons or
romantic interests. In essence, our
official Gay life ended until the next time
we went out to a specifically designated
Gay establishment the following week.
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The advent of the Internet
changed the world. First, it immediately
ended our isolation - as no one - even
on the prairie of North Dakota - could
claim they felt as if they were the only
Gay person in the world. Second, it
ended the monopoly Gay bars and
restaurants had on the community. With
the Internet, there was unlimited, twenty-
four hour potential to meet friends and
partners.

Third, as technology fueled the
Gay rights movement and people came
out in massive numbers, being Gay
hardly made one part of an exclusive
underground club. Indeed, most of the
greeting hugs and kisses disappeared
(much to the chagrin of fondlers), as
people did not necessarily feel con-
nected to people solely based on
sexual orientation.

Today, we have a generation
that could not imagine life without the
Internet and instant connectivity. They
approach socialization and activism
differently. Since Gay people can meet
anywhere, the Gay bars have lost their
sense of sexual urgency and cruising is
more discrete. Bars are primarily a
place for socializing politely with friends,
while exchanging the occasional furtive
glance. Even today’s leather bars are
relatively milquetoast, and feel like
campy 1970's museums. Of course,
growing up with the prevalence of HIV
has also contributed to this reserved
climate.

While things have improved on
many fronts, there is a quaintness and
familiarity that has been lost. The
randomness and isolation of the online
world is no substitute for healthy
relationships, as pixels can't totally
replace people. Early obituaries for
exclusively Gay establishments are
premature, although their role as social
hubs has greatly diminished.

Modern activism has also been
transformed - for better or worse - into a
series of electronic transactions - from
sending money to organizations through
PayPal, to firing off e-mails to state
representatives or Congress.

We now have the most in-
formed citizenry in our nation’s history,
but | question if we are able to turn this
online passion into action. The Internet
too often leads to quick fix activism,
where like-minded people talk to each
other on blogs and confuse this with
genuine difference-making advocacy.

Furthermore, the Internet has
afforded Gay people the luxury of living
in the exurbs. This has dispersed
concentrated populations of GLBT
communities, making it nearly impos-
sible to hold effective mass demonstra-
tions - thus limiting our political power.
After all, you can’'t send angry mobs into
the streets when they end in cul-de-
sacs. Sometimes, | think the Internet is
simultaneously the best and worst thing
that has happened to the GLBT
movement.

When | returned home to New
York, | fired up my iPhone and wired up
my computer to check my e-mail. |
quickly logged on to find out what | had
missed - only to find what | truly missed
were the simple pleasures of a world
without e-mail.

(Wayne Besen is an author,
activist, columnist and public speaker
and the founder and executive director
for Truth Wins Out. This oped is
reprinted from 365Gay.com)
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Favorite
Books Of

The New
Queerlenium

The GLBT Services Committee
was established in 1997 to better serve
southern Arizona’'s Gay, Leshian, Bi-
sexual and Transgender library users. It
seeks to fulfill this mission by creating
exciting programs such as GLBT author
visits, and through participation at vari-
ous outreach events such as
OUToberFEST and Tucson’s annual
Pride Parade.

On a daily basis they review,
order and make GLBT materials avail-
able for all PCPL users, regardless of
age, location or sexual orientation.

The Pima County Public
Library’s (PCPL) GLBT Services Com-
mittee is dedicated to upholding the
library’s Mission Statement as well as the
Library Users Bill of Rights for all of our
customers.

PCPL is one of the few public
libraries in the country to have an
established GLBT Services Committee.
I's an exciting time for GLBT-themed
publishing.

More and more books reflecting
the strength, experience and vision of
GLBT people appear on the shelves of
book stores and libraries. The Pima
County Public Library’s GLBT Services
Committee are proud to offer our favorite
recent books that are by and about
GLBT people. We hope this offering
inspires you to read one or more of these
marvelous books

The Phallus Palace: female to
male transsexuals by Dean Kotula
(Alyson Publications). Kotula, a photog-
rapher, ex-shipyard machinist, antique
business owner, and an FTM (Female to
Male Transsexual), shares his experi-
ence and expertise so that the reader
may better understand the world of FTM
Transsexuals. The Phallus Palace con-
tains essays from medical profession-
als, therapists, friends, and family, as well
as personal biographical essays from
twenty FTMs. The captivating before-
and-after photos succeed in capturing
the joyous comfort that these men have
gained by aligning their bodies with their
identities. If you are at all squeamish, you
might have to overlook the graphic
photos of surgical procedures near the
end of the book. However, these photos
will probably increase your awareness
of the commitment these men make on
their way to becoming whole. If you, or
anyone you know, is struggling with
gender identity issues, or if you simply
want to learn more about female to male
transsexuals, The Phallus Palace is the
book to read. (Karyn Prechtel)

Queer Street: Rise and Fall ofan
American Culture, 1947-1985 by James
McCourt (Norton). From the first line (“In
which times, places, weather conditions,
and descriptions of what people were
(so to speak) wearing come of necessity
into figurative play”) it's clear that this is
not a conventional history of Gay New
York, but a word-carnival of Gay style,
refracted through the lens of McCourt's
free poetic associations and meditations
on everything witty and camp. His
interest lies not in sociology, but in “the
mind of the life”: the way the thoughts of
Gay men in postwar New York were
expressed through the conversations,
personal displays, and popular images
and icons of culture. The book is filled
with unattributed quotations and asides
about everything from opera, nightclubs,
and All About Eve, to the hidden
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meanings of Cardinal Spellman and
Douglas Sirk.

The result reads like an experi-
mental novel of Gay magic realism. You
can dip into it at any place and find
something strange, puzzling, or hilari-
ous. McCourt explodes the idea of the
chronological narrative, choosing in-
stead to soak the reader in a scented
blanket of extravagant attitude and
atmosphere, recreating the mood and
feel of being right in the middle of the
vibrantintellectual and cultural whirlwind
of Gay life. The author's personality
dominates. His voice is that of a flaming,
devil-may-care queen of the night world.
His language is bright and flashy, yet full
of dense allusions and subterfuge.
Queer Street is a literary tour de force,
and there’s no real way to describe it
other than reading it aloud - you can
either succumb to McCourt’'s odd,
seductive method, or just give up and
put the book down. | succumbed. (Chris
Dashiell)

For more information, visit your
local Pima County library or go online to
tppl.org/community/glbt/index.cfm.

Palm Beac h
Colle ge Puts
Puppies Above
Gays; Activists

PALM BEACH, Florida - A Gay rights
group is accusing Palm Beach Commu-
nity College of putting puppies ahead of
people when it comes to health care
coverage, reported the South Florida
Sun-Sentinental.

The college sent an e-mail to
employees this month saying they can
enroll in pet insurance, a new voluntary
benefit that will take effect Jan. 8. That
rankled leaders of the nonprofit Palm
Beach County Human Rights Council,
who have unsuccessfully lobbied PBCC
to offer health benefits to domestic
partners of Gay and unmarried employ-
ees.

“While many pet owners con-
sider their dogs and cats part of their
families, there is a basic disconnect
when an employer will insure an
employee’s pet but not an employee’s
partner,” said Deidre Newton, a PBCC
alumna who serves as vice president of
the council.

Art Showcase & Wine Tasting

“raw emotional, and spiritual provocation which uplifts

and soulfully, a journcy:;depicting the internal and external
complications of fermale sexuality and identity”

Thursday, November 29, 2007

PAGE SEVEN

rythmatically,

- jemnifer a. woodason

r AL B AT YR

6-Spm

2900 E Broadway Blvd, Ste #118

Howl at the Moon
LhbLLL

sports pub & dance club

915 W. Prince Rd.

1st stoplight west of Oracle
SW corner of Prince & Fairview

293-7339
howlatthemoontucson.com

It's our 4th Relehraie
Thnis
Wieekenu

= then DJ Pat plays country ‘til close.
?E?Ei @Ej@ Special performance by Mr. Andrew Raymer

e as one of your favorite country stars.
NOZ 3

$4 Jagerbombs, Tidalwaves.
$2.50 Jose Cuervo, $1 jello shots.

Saturday, Dec. 1

B

anniversary!

An Exciting Night of Musical Entertainment!
ﬁ Don’t miss this incredible performer -
ﬁ Show starts at 9:00 pm

@@m@]@% Dae, 2 .
NFL T]CKET HERE $1 DOGS, $2 CHILI DOGS
e  $2.50 SMIRNOFF SUNDAY

8:30 - 11:30 Latin & Dance music
SN Night - ciscounts for serviee fndustry employees
Tuesdays - $2 u-call-it
NAFAW gpm- midnight Some restrictions apply L

FOOTBALL SPECIALS

50¢ OFF YOUR DRINK IF WEARING
AN NFL T-SHIRT OR JERSEY

MICHAEL & BRADFORD HULTQUIST
MEXICAN SCANDINAVIANS
Propriators

WE SEAVE WONDERFUL MEXICAN FbOD
SELECTED WINES & BEER

El Torero

RESTAURANT

231 E. 26th St. Tucson, Arizona



PAGE EIGHT

ATTORNEY AT
@patioh#aiLiabitiyGiealdBusi

—

WilHiustde&die dix Platfiyiomf

26BN din dCiytiICloladis o niABZb
Phd33-2058%6 2G3-24- dougmewniaum

KEN ELDER

REALTOR®
www.longrealty.com/kene

[ONG

COMPANY

DIRECT (520) 918-4830
FAX (520) 296-6093
TOLL FREE (800) 279-5664
EMAIL kene @ longrealty.com

6410 E TANQUE VERDE *» TUCSON, AZ 85715

GET Your PHOTOSTAKEN BY AMANDA
FINEST QUALITY

FAIREST PRICES

(520) 358-9810

By APPOINTMENT

NOVEMBER 28, 2007

WEEKLY OBSERVER

Around The Nation
Transgender Politician

MichelleBruce

VERSIDE, Georgia - Four years after

e won a City Council seat, making her
what is believed to be Georgia’s first
Transgender politician, Michelle Bruce
is battling a lawsuit launched by an
unsuccessful opponent who claims she
misled voters by running as a female,
365Gay.com reported.

Bruce, a tall woman with shoul-
der-length graying hair, said she has
always identified herself as Transgender.
“I've always been Michelle,” she said. “If
someone has a problem with that, | can’t
help them. It's a personal issue.” Bruce,
46, who runs an auto repossession
business, launched her political cam-
paign in 2003. Running unopposed, she
landed one of four council seats and
pledged to attract more jobs and
residents to Riverdale, a gritty town of
12,000 about 12 miles south of Atlanta,
lined with rundown strip malls and used
car shops.

Three rivals ran against her in
the November 6 election. She captured
312 votes, not enough to avoid a Dec. 4
runoff against second-place finisher
Wayne Hall, who earned 202 votes.
Then the third-place finisher, Georgia
Fuller, who collected 171 votes, filed a
lawsuit claiming election fraud. The
complaint, identifying Bruce as “Michael
Bruce,” claims she misled voters by
identifying herself as female. It asks a
judge to rule the November election
results invalid and order another general
election. Fuller did not return calls
seeking comment, but her attorney said
that voters in Riverdale tend to favor
female candidates - particularly if they
are incumbents. “It gives her an unfair
advantage,” said attorney Michael King.
“It's not just sour grapes. The people
need to know whether the election is fair.”

The suit is unlikely to be settled
before the December 4 runoff, but Bruce

Fight s Back

Michelle Bruce

seesitas an attemptto alienate her from
voters. “They're just distracting the
voters from the issues. Everybody in my
district knows me, everyone in Riverdale
knows me,” she said. “I've done a real
good job representing the people. | am
for the people.” “I'm Michelle. I'm the
same Michelle they elected four years
ago,” she said. Riverdale City Attorney
Deana Johnson said Bruce’s identity
was no mystery to her constituents. “She
has served as councilperson for four
years as Michelle Bruce,” she said. “It
sounds like a case of politics.” Bruce
won't say if she had surgery to change
her gender, saying it's a personal
matter. She deflected most questions
about her personal life to address her
hopes for Riverdale, a town she said is
in search of an identity. “People want a
candidate that will listen to them, protect
them, save them money and be there
for them,” she said. “And | always will
be.”

New Hamp shire Prep ares For
Civil Unions

CONCORD, New Hampshire (Observer
Update) Same-sex couples in New
Hampshire will be able to apply for civil
union licenses in about a week the state
agency that oversees marriage licenses
has announced, 365Gay.com reported.

Civil Unions will be come legal
in the state January. The Secretary of
State’s office said that if couples want to
have a civil union on New Year's Day
they will be able to do so. A new license
has been created for civil unions and will
be available at local clerk's offices in
towns and cities across the state. Deputy

Secretary of State David Scanlan said
that the state is still fine tuning the
software that will allow town clerks to
access the state’s computer system.
But Scanlan said the system will be fully
operational by the first week of Decem-
ber.

New Hampshire is the fourth
state to grant civil unions after New
Jersey, Connecticut and Vermont.
Neighboring Massachusetts in 2004
became the only state to allow Gay
marriage. The law was passed earlier

Continued on Page Nine
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New
Hampshire

Continued from Page eight

this year and signed into law in May by
Gov. John Lynch. Couples entering civil
unions will have the same rights,
responsibilities and obligations as
married couples. Same-sex unions
from other states also would be
recognized if they were legal in the state

S.F. To Issue |I.D.
Cards To Trans-
gender P eople

SAN FRANCISCO (Observer Update) -
San Francisco has tentatively ap-
proved a program to provide identifica-
tion cards to illegal immigrants,
Transgender people and other resi-
dents who may be unable or unwilling to
get a state-issued driver’s license.

The Board of Supervisors, San
Francisco’s version of a city council,
voted 10-1 to approve the program. The
identification card program was mod-
eled after one launched this summer in
New Haven, Conn., and is designed to
help residents without IDs to access
services and feel safe dealing with
police. Similar programs have been
proposed in New York City and Miami,
but so far San Francisco is the biggest
city to adopt one. The supervisors
directed the city clerk to start issuing the
ID cards within nine months. The
dissenter had concerns about the cost
to implement the program.

Supervisor Tom Ammiano in-
troduced the ID card concept after
Congress failed to adopt immigration
reform legislation this summer and
following a series of federal immigration
raids in the Bay Area. "Our city just can't
stand by while our federal government
takes no action to address the safety
needs of our community,” he said. “If our
friends and neighbors are not fully able
to participate with us in civic life, we all
lose in the end.”

The program, scheduled to go
into effect next August, will charge adults
$15 for each card and $5 for children to
defray costs, which are expected to run
between $423,000 and $1.1 million
during the first year. To be eligible,
residents would have to produce an
existing photo ID, such as a passport or
foreign driver's license, as well as a
recent utility bill or bank statement. The
recipients cannot use the IDs to drive;
they would still need a state driver's
license. Government agencies and
nonprofit groups that receive city funds
would be required to accept the cards
as valid identification and proof of
residency except for hiring or other
areas where doing so conflicts with
federal or state laws. Some of the
services that ID holders could use are
libraries, public golf courses, health
clinics and cultural institutions such as
museums and zoos that give resident
discounts, Ammiano said.

Three Men Sen-
tenced In Ha te-
Related Dea th

Of NYC Gay Man

NEW YORK CITY (Observer Update) -
Three men convicted of beating a New
York City Gay man and then chasing
him onto a highway where he was struck
by a car and killed were sentenced to
prison prosecutors said, reported the
Associated Press on advocate.com.

All three had been part of what
prosecutors called a hate-inspired
robbery scheme. On October 8, 2006,
they found Michael Sandy in an Internet
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chat room frequented by Gay men,
lured him out to Brooklyn’s remote Plum
Beach with a promise of a date, and
then attacked him. When Sandy tried to
escape, he was hit by a car on the Belt
Parkway.

Anthony Fortunato, 21, who had
told jurors they shouldn’t convict him of a
hate crime because he's Gay, was
sentenced to seven to 21 years in
prison for second-degree manslaugh-
ter as a hate crime and attempted petit
larceny. John Fox, 20, was sentenced to
seven to 21 years in prison for second-
degree manslaughter as a hate crime
and attempted robbery as a hate crime.
llya Shurov, 21, who pleaded guilty, was
sentenced to 17 1/2 years in prison for
second-degree manslaughter as a
hate crime and attempted robbery as a
hate crime.

A fourth man, Gary Timmons,
had already pleaded guilty to at-
tempted robbery as a hate crime and
testified in the case in exchange for a
four-year sentence. Fortunato claimed

in court that the attack was not
motivated by hate. But prosecutors
argued that under state hate-crimes
law, they didn't have to prove that
Sandy's attackers hated Gay men —
only that they picked their victim
because of his sexual orientation.

FBI Reveals Gay
Death Threats
On Falwell From
Ohio

CINCINNATI, Ohio - Rev. Jerry Falwell,
founder of the Moral Majority, stirred up
passions with his attacks on abortion
and homosexuality, washingtonpost.-
com reported. Now, the FBI's confiden-
tial file on Falwell, who died in May at
age 73, reveals that he also stirred up
death threats — including one that sent
agents scrambling to figure out how
many Gay bars there were in Cincinnati.

One threat involved calls to
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Liberty Baptist College in Lynchburg in
1983, warning that a $10,000 reward
had been offered for Falwell's “assas-
sination” and that it was to be carried
out by “Gays in Cincinnati.”

One caller advised, “I know
this is true, because my brother is one
of them.” Said another, “| intend to be
the one to collect that money.” That
sent FBI agents to a confidential
informant they believed knowledge-
able about the Midwestern Gay com-
munity.
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In Reversal, V A. Gay Man Can

Keep ‘Poof ter’ Plate Relax. Yousve
got the Combo
Policy Package
from MetLife
Auto & Home.®

ARLINGTON, Virginia (Observer Up-
date) - David Phillips made the news for
the absurd treatment he received from
the Virginia Department of Motor Ve-
hicles when it recalled his license plates
for “obscenity.”

Somehow “POOFTER” must
have become obscene overnight as
Phillips has had the plates for 11 years

before it hit the DMV radar. Someone  jafter | returned directly to the head of the
reversed that thinking because David DMV the generic plates supplied with
won the right to keep them. their hate letter, along with correspon-
. ) ) dence indicating my dedication to my

Says Phillips: “This morning the  Fjrst Amendment rights to self-identify in

Virginia DMV notified me by phone that | terms that meets no reasonable test for
can keep my POOFTER plates. This  gpscenity.”
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y IChigan server P- . .
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issued an order that bars discrimina- multi-policy discount that saves you money! Call today {c
tion against state workers based on more about our Comblicl? Bckage
the_ir “gender identi_ty or expression,”
which protects the_ rlgh_ts of those who Mary Jo Curtin, Owner
behave, dress or identify as members . e
4321 E Broadway Boulevar d

The order, which Granholm Tucson. AZ 85711
signed, adds gender identity to a list of P,
other prohibited grounds for discrimi- maryjo@dlgmsurance'net
nation that includes religion, race, 520-327-0097
color, national origin, age, sex, sexual o H ©
orientation, height, weight, marital sta- Guaranteesfor the if in life.sM Me‘lll-lfe
tus, politics, disability or genetic infor-
mation.

Guaantees are subject to product,texgigsions and limitations and the mslaens-paying ability g
. financial strengtetLiféuto & Home is abd of Metropolitan Property and Casuatyclnsiompany afd
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)
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discriminatory and equal employment rates and discounts agglalle in most states to those who.@eddifyolicy for restrictidds071395(exp050,
practices provide desirable models 0705-4614
- for the private sector and local
Governor Jennifer Granholm governments,” says the resolution.

Seattle AIDS Org Seeks New Drag .
Gay Bingo Hostess Come Home with Troy...

. _ _ i’“‘ and I'll donate 10% of my net income
SEATTLE, Washington - The new head discussing the language he used at _ generated by this od to your favorite charity.
of the Lifelong AIDS Alliance in Seattleis  Gay Bingo.
looking for a new hostess for Gay Bingo - - 520 9 5 5 3634
after firing Glamazonia over speech A spokeswoman for the group s LB S .
issues. said Hubert never got in touch with o ]
human resources to arrange training. N

Glamazonia, the name used Butthat means the group needs to find
professionally by Thom Hubert, had someone to fill Glamazonia's large-
been serving as mistress of ceremonies  size high heels. “I think we can still have
for seven years and raising $12,000 a a Gay, sassy Gay Bingo without
month. Hubert says he agreed to take having to go to those depths,” Richart
anti-harassment training and was opento  said.

Gay Man Wins Calif. Mayor 'S www.|SellTucsonRealEstate.co
Race; Sorry For Arrest

ALLEJO, California (Observer Update) - heat since election day, when Cloutier
Gary Cloutier, a Gay Vallejo city council- and Davis were tied in their bids to lead
man won the mayor’s race by four votes, the Bay Area’s ninth-largest city.
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weekend arrest for public intoxication At a brief news conference,
after drinking too much at a bar in Palm  Cloutier promised to restore the public’s
Springs. confidence in him after his arrest. A civil

rights attorney and two-term city coun-
Gary Cloutier beat former Solano  cilman, Cloutier was arrested after he
County Supervisor Osby Davis by a hair- allegedly stumbled out of the Palm
thin5,722t0 5,718 votes, accordingtofinal ~ Springs club and got behind the wheel
results from the November 6 election. The  of a Cadillac, police said.
mayor's race had been a virtual dead
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FISA And Media Ownership @

Unreasonable searches and sei-
zures were something Americans are
supposed to be protected from by the
Fourth Amendment to the United States
Constitution, which states that “The right of
the people to be secure in their persons,
houses, papers, and effects, against
unreasonable searches and seizures,
shall not be violated, and no Warrants
shall issue, but upon probable cause,
supported by Oath or affirmation, and
particularly describing the place to be
searched, and the persons or things to be
seized.”

For the past several years, the
Bush crime family, with the cooperation of
their telecom corporate minions have
trampled on the Fourth Amendment rights
of citizens through the adminstration’s
warrantless domestic surveillance pro-
gram.

Dubya and his handlers want to
make their warrantless domestic surveil-
lance program permanent, giving immu-
nity to telecommunication companies
who collaborated with the administration’s
program, but legislation would have to be
approved by the Democratically-con-
trolled Congress for this to become a
reality, the Constitution not withstanding.

In a surprising turn of events, both
the full House of Representatives (Re-
store Actof 2007 - H.R. 3773, by a 227-189
margin - Arizona Representatives Giffords,
Grijalva, Pastor and Mitchell voting in
favor) and the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee voted (FISA (Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act) Amendments Act- S.
2248) to keep telecommunications com-
panies on the hook for their role in illegal
government spying on millions of ordinary
Americans, at least for now.

To keep the telecommunication
companies and the Bush crime family “on
the hook,” responsible for violating the
Fourth Amendment rights of citizens of the

support the FISA Amendments Act - S.
2248 as well as the Restore Act - H.R.
3773. Go online to and let your Senator
know where you stand. Even better,
contact your Senator’s local office and
register your opinion. Phone calls are
even a stronger sign to politicians, from
the local and federal levels, when they
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consider and issue up for a vote. . ..

Kevin Martin is the Chair of the

Federal Communications Commission 4 "

(FCC). Martin was nominated to be a ' (et

commissioner by President George W. e Auto Injury
Bush in 2001. Dubya designated Martin : :
as FCC chairman in 2005. Before becom- Medmal. Malpraﬂlt{ce
ing a commissioner, Martin was a Special Premises Liability
Assistant to the President for Economic Products Liability

Policy and also served as the Deputy
General Counsel to Bush-Cheney 2000,
on the recount team in Florida.

Bank of America Building
33 Morth Stone, Suite 1430
Tuecson, Arizona 85710

Sarah J. Showard
Attorney at Law
To pave his way to megabucks
and the private sector, Martin is propos-
ing thatthe FCC relaxes the rulesin regard
to media consolidation.

Martin released proposed rule
changes that would gut the longstanding
prohibition on owning a daily newspaper
and broadcast stations (radio, television
or both) in the same media market,
corporate welfare for the largest media
companies, such as Rupert Murdoch and
Clear Channel, in the biggest cities.

HUNTERS

Mobile Hair Care

Don't leave the house. We come to you!

Inapressrelease, Martin claimed
that the change would only apply to the
country’'s top 20 media markets, the
proposed rules include a giant loophole
that would open the back door to
unchecked media consolidation in nearly
every market in America. His proposed
rule changes would cause serious and
lasting damage to the media and would
open the door to a frenzy of media
mergers across the country, as the
biggest media companies buy and swap
properties to establish local and regional
dominance.

Hunter Johnson (520) 240-1153

E-Mail: hairbyhunteri@:cox.net
Licensed and Insured

Large line of Products

Martin’s proposals are not a
done deal by any means and action by
the people is needed to ensure that this
awful idea doesn't see the light of a
“broadcast day.”

North Dakota Senator Byron
Dorgan (Democrat) has introduced, S.
2332, the “Media Ownership Act of 2007,”
which would hold the FCC accountable for
listening to the public and ensuring that the
public airwaves reflect America’s diverse
local communities. Send a message to
your Senator on S. 2332, “the Media
Ownership Actof 2007,” and let them know
that the media consolidation must stop.
Call your Senator's local office or go
online to: action.freepress.net/campaign/
ownership and send your Senator a
message.

Summer

sq Liare yardon
all carpet!

Shaw Laminate

v-Flooring only $4.99 =«
: persqguarefoot

installed!

LIFETIME WARRANTY!

On Tuesday, December 11, the
FCC Board will meet to consider Martin’s
corporate welfare proposal so people
must utilize their First Amendment right
again and express themselves, by
sending messages to the other Members
of the FCC Board to vote against Martin's
proposed relaxation of the ownership
rules. Go online to stopbigmedia.com/
coverup.php, stopbigmedia.com/
diversity.php and stopbigmedia.com/
comment.php.

WE WILL BEAT ANY PRICE GUARANTEED
ON: CARPET, LAMINATES, CERAMIC TILE,
WOOD FLOORING, VINYL & MORE

2502 East Grant Road + Call 326-1111

- FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1278
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Boy George On His Way To Court

Singer Boy George appeared in a London court on
Thursday (November 22) charged with the false imprisonment of
amale escort. The former Culture Club frontman fought through a
huge media scrum after a minute-long hearing in which he spoke
only to confirm his name and date of birth. The 46-year-old,
dressed in a black jacket and shirt, was released on bail, with the
condition that he cannot contact the alleged victim. The offense is
alleged to have taken place at the star’'s home in east London in
April this year. Prosecutor Nicholas Paul told the court the case
centered on an “allegation of false imprisonment” but did not
provide further details. George, who did not enter a plea, will
appear again at Snaresbrook Crown Court on February 25, 2008.

Brian Bates’ victory in a race for city council didn't
come as a major surprise in this town of about 10,000 residents.
But, itwas, infact, groundbreaking. Bates is now the state’s first
openly Gay Republican elected to office — a development that
has gained the attention of politicos and pundits across the
country. Georgia Equality, the state’s largest organization
supporting Gay rights, says he's the first openly Gay
Republican to win a race in the Deep South. The Doraville
election was nonpartisan and Bates said he doesn't believe
his being Gay was much of an issue, but political observers
say his election is significant.

Benjamin Nichols

Brian Bates

Sen. Trent Lott

The San Antonio-based Gay escort alleged to
have been linked to Mississippi Sen. Trent Lott has
issued a statement categorically denying any contact
between the two. Benjamin Nichols, the escort’s working
name, said, “I will continue to offer a great sense of
confidentiality to the people | see. | have not, nor have |
ever seen or had contact with Senator Trent Lott. It's as
simple as that. It never happened.” Allegation on the
connection was first made on a Washington, D.C.-based
satirical blog, Big Head DC, which claimed Lott's
relationship with Nichols led to the conservative
Republican senator's sudden resignation on Monday,
November 26. . ..
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G/L Marriage Good For
Business, Says S.F . Chamber

SACRAMENTO, California (Observer
Update) - A court ruling legalizing same-
sex marriage in California would im-
prove the business climate, says the
San Francisco Chamber of Commerce,
sfgate.com reported.

The organization endorsed
arguments filed in the state Supreme
Court by Levi Strauss & Co. of San
Francisco and a group called Out and
Equal Workplace Advocates. Out of
more than 40 briefs submitted in the

case by civil rights and religious groups,
legislators, law professors, local govern-
ments and others, the Levi Strauss brief
is the only one from a business.

Support of marriage rights for
Gays and Lesbians is “consistent with
our organization’s advocacy of policies
that are inclusive and contribute to
business’ ability to attract and retain a
diverse, talented workforce,” Steve Falk,
the chamber’s chief executive, said in a
statement.

Cartoon Series Features Boy
With Two Moms

OMAHA, Nebraska - A small Nebraska-
based film company has released what it
calls the first animated series featuring a
family made up of two moms, 365Gay.com
reported. “Buddy G - My Two Moms and
Me” a five year old boy named Buddy
who loves science and solves daily
problems with the help of his sidekick
“Socrates,” an armband computer with
Internet capabilities.

In addition to Buddy G’'s 2 moms,
the cartoon includes a 7 year old next
door neighbor “Owen,” who is fascinated
with Elvis. In the premiere episode, The
Lost Rings, the boys learn the value of
being truthful while picking up some facts
from Socrates about the science of metal
detectors. The series was created by
Margaux and Donna Towne-Colley who
say itwas inspired by the birth of their own

son. “It took longer, cost more and was
way harder then we thought it would be,
but we couldn’'t be happier or more
proud of the cartoon and the potential it
represents” said Margaux Towne-Colley.
“While today’s children have ready
access to literature depicting families
headed by parents of the same gender,
this is the first time that children with two
moms or two dads will able to see the
star of a show with a family just like their
families,” she said.

Future episodes will include a
variety of families including those with 2
dads. Even though the series was
designed for children with Gay and
Lesbian parents, the Towne-Colleys
say the show is great entertainment for
all families. The premiere DVD can be
ordered from the cartoon's website
buddyg.tv and retails for $10.00.

Atlant a Police Raid Black Gay
Leather Party For 2nd T ime

ATLANTA, Georgia - The Southern
Voice reported that Atlanta police re-
cently raided a local gathering of Gay
leather enthusiasts for the second time in
12 months, even though organizers of the
second event took specific steps to
avoid attracting the police attention that
shut down a leather party at the same
location in 2006.

Organizers of last month’s

“Blackout” party hosted by Onyx South-
east, a black Gay leather group, said
they are considering filing a complaint
against the Atlanta Police Department
officers who “threateningly” broke-up the
private party without providing a sufficient
reason.

No one was arrested and there
is no police report from the October 7
incident.

Homophobic Howard Gov't
Defeated In Australia

SYDNEY, Australia (Observer Update) -
Prime Minister John Howard's Liberal
government suffered a crushing defeat to
the opposition Labor Party led by Kevin
Rudd on Saturday, November 24, re-
ported 365Gay.com. Howard's ouster
ended 11 years leading Australia with
most Australian’s seeing him as
“yesterday’s man”. Howard even lost his
own seat in Parliament.

“l accept full responsibility for the
Liberal Party campaign, and | therefore
accept full responsibility for the coalition’s
defeat in this election campaign,” Howard
said in his concession speech. The vote
ends longstanding disagreements be-
tween Howard’s Liberals and Australia’s
Gay community over recognizing same-
sex relationships. With Labor, and two
smaller opposition parties: the Demo-
crats and the Greens, portraying Howard
as a rightwing extremist, the Prime
Minister said that if his party were re-
elected it his government would give
same-sex couples the same rights to
pensions as married couples have. The
new plan would not repeal a 2004 law
passed by Howard’s government limit-
ing marriage to opposite-sex couples.
Nor would it give official recognition to
Gay couples under a registry or through
civil partnerships.

How much more Gay friendly a

Labor government will be has yet to be
determined. Rudd is opposed to same-
sex marriage, but on the campaign trail
said that if Labor formed the next
government it would implement most of
the recommendations of the federal
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity
Commission. The Greens, with its
openly Gay leader Bob Brown, was the
only party to support Gay marriage, but
failed to win any seats in Parliament.
Labor has been out of power for more
than a decade, and few in Rudd’s team
- including him - has any government
experience at the federal level. His
team includes a former rock star -
Midnight Oil singer Peter Garrett - and a
swag of former union officials. But
analysts say his foreign policy creden-
tials are impeccable, and that he has
shown discipline and political skill since
his election as Labor leader 11 months
ago.
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Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00pm MSN Hand and Foot hosted
by Merlin and Lee at 207-5336. MSN
Hand and Foot is played every
Wednesday at 7pm, but check back
here for the specific host.

Thursday, November 29"

Reveille Men's Chorus presents “A
Twisted Christmas” at Grace St. Paul's
episcopal Church, 2331 E. Adams.
Familiar Christmas tunes and not so
familiar ‘Twistmas’ tunes.Tickets $15 in
advance or call 304-1758. Also
available at Antigone Books, 411 S. 4"
Ave.

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Triangle Tribe-A Men's Circle.
According to a recent study, very few
people have as many close friends as
they would like. Are you as connected
with other men as you want to be? Do
you get the support you need for issues
in your life? Do you wish you had more
meaningful friendships and relation-
ships with other men? Join like-minded
men at Wingspan to share feelings,
thoughts and ideas in a safe, respectful
space. For the same experience with
both straight and gay men, join us at the
regular Circle of Men meetings. Call
Tom at 591-2828 for dates and times.

Friday, November 30
Tucson Prime Timers Cocktails — 5:30
7:00, Colors, 5305 E. Speedway

Saturday, December 1

Reveille Men’'s Chorus presents “A
Twisted Christmas” at Grace St. Paul's
episcopal Church, 2331 E. Adams.
Familiar Christmas tunes and not so
familiar ‘Twistmas’ tunes.Tickets $15 in
advance or call 304-1758. Also
available at Antigone Books, 411 S. 4"
Ave.

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m.Monthly Potluck. See Details in
the December MSN newsletter. Copies
available at Wingspan.

Sunday, December 2

Reveille Men’'s Chorus presents “A
Twisted Christmas” at Grace St. Paul's
episcopal Church, 2331 E. Adams.
Familiar Christmas tunes and not so
familiar ‘Twistmas’ tunes.Tickets $15 in
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advance or call 304-1758. Also avail-
able at Antigone Books, 411 S. 4" Ave.

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
6:00p.m. Dinner Out at one of Tucson’s
Ultra-Fabulous Buffets. For reservations
and directions, contact Thom 623-2941,
e-mail thomsepals@hotmail.com , or
Ken at 294-6606. Please contact Thom
or Ken by Sunday at Noon to facilitate
reservations. Priceis usually under $10.
Check the Yahoo MSN on-line calendar
for the scheduled place. The venue is
rotated to include all parts of town, and
may occasionally be held at a full-
service menu restaurant. (Golden Cor-
ral)

Tucson Prime Timers Brunch —11:30
am—2pm, Colors, 5305 E. Speedway

Monday, December 3

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Scrabble. Please call Karol at
744-9017 for information and to reserve
your place at this limited seating event.

Tucson Prime Timers Lunch — 12:30
P.M., The Wildcat House, 1800 N. Stone
Ave.

Tuesday, December 4

#1 Men’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Gay Reading Group hosted by
Doug 529-0014 meets every first Tues-
day of the month at Wingspan.

#2Men’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Enjoy an evening of Bridge
twice a month on Tuesdays.Call Terry
577-3545

Wednesday, December 5

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00pm Hand and Foot hosted by
Bruce at 743-3890.

Thursday, December 6

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m. Triangle Tribe-A Men’s Circle.
According to a recent study, very few
people have as many close friends as
they would like. Are you as connected

with other men as you want to be? Do
you get the support you need for issues
in your life? Do you wish you had more
meaningful friendships and relation-
ships with other men? Join like-minded
men at Wingspan to share feelings,
thoughts and ideas in a safe, respectful
space. For the same experience with
both straight and gay men, join us at the
regular Circle of Men meetings. Call
Tom at 591-2828 for dates and times.

Friday, December 7

Men’s Social Network Open to men of all
ages, newcomers welcomed: 7:00 p.m.
Join Merlin and Lee for an evening of
Charades. Come out and totally enjoy
putting your acting/miming and panto-
mime skills to the test. For directions and
reservations [(a limited space event,
please plan ahead and phone early)],
place a telephone call to Lee and Merlin,
your gracious yet competitive emcees
and moderators, at 207-5336.

Tucson Prime Timers Cocktails —5:30 —
7:00, Colors, 5305 E. Speedway

Saturday, December 8

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m.Shuffle over for Floating Pi-
nochle every Saturday of the month
except for first Saturday MSN Monthly
Pot Luck. Contact Jack at 887-3736.

Sunday, December 9

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
6:00p.m. Dinner Out at one of Tucson’s
Ultra-Fabulous Buffets. For reservations
and directions, contact Thom 623-2941,
e-mail thomsepals@hotmail.com , or
Ken at 294-6606. Please contact Thom
or Ken by Sunday at Noon to facilitate
reservations. Price is usually under $10.
Check the Yahoo MSN on-line calendar
for the scheduled place. The venue is
rotated to include all parts of town, and
may occasionally be held at a full-
service menu restaurant. (Luxor Café)

Tucson Prime Timers Brunch—-11:30am
—2pm. Colors, 5305 E. Speedway

Wednesday, December 12

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m.Hand and Foot with Marvin. For
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info and directions: 745-0304 Please
call ahead to assist your host in
planning the evening.

Thursday, December 13

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m.Triangle Tribe-A Men'’s Circle.
According to a recent study, very few
people have as many close friends as
they would like. Are you as connected
with other men as you want to be? Do
you get the support you need for issues
in your life? Do you wish you had more
meaningful friendships and relation-
ships with other men? Join like-minded
men at Wingspan to share feelings,
thoughts and ideas in a safe, respectful
space. For the same experience with
both straight and gay men, join us at the
regular Circle of Men meetings. Call
Tom at 591-2828 for dates and times.

Friday, December 14
Tucson Prime Timers Cocktails — 5:30
PM, Colors. 5305 E. Speedway

Saturday, December 15

Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m.Shuffle over for Floating Pi-
nochle every Saturday of the month
except for first Saturday MSN Monthly
Pot Luck. Contact Steve at 664-2076.

Sunday, December 16

Men'’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
6:00p.m. Dinner Out at one of Tucson’s
Ultra-Fabulous Buffets. For reserva-
tions and directions, contact Thom 623-
2941, e-mail thomsepals@hotmail.com
, or Ken at 294-6606. Please contact
Thom or Ken by Sunday at Noon to
facilitate reservations. Price is usually
under $10. Check the Yahoo MSN on-
line calendar for the scheduled place.
The venue is rotated to include all parts
of town, and may occasionally be held
atafull-service menu restaurant. (China
ABuffet)

Tucson Prime Timers Brunch- 11:30
am—2 pm, Colors, 5305 E. Speedway

Monday, December 17

#1Men'’s Social Network Open to men
of all ages, newcomers welcomed:
6:30pm Gay Men'’s Book Club meets
the 3rd Monday each month at the Old
Pueblo Grill to discuss an agreed upon
work of gay fiction. To be added to their
e-mail list, contact Stephen Reidy at
241-7854.

Community Bars
1. THE BIZ
2900 E. Broadway 318-4838
2. IBT'S

616 N. 4" Ave. 882-3053
3. VENTURE-N
1239 N. 6" Ave. 882-8224

5. WOODY'’'S
3710 N. Oracle Road, 292-

6702
6. HOWL AT THE MOON

915 W. Prince Rd. 293-7339
7. YARD DOG SALOON

2449 N. Stone, 624-3858

8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS
5305 E. Speedway 323-1840

Organizations

A. MCC - METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY CHURCH
3269 N. Mountain - 292-9151

B. CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP
2902 N. Geronimo - 622-4626

D. WINGSPAN - 425 E. 7" St. - 624-1779

E. S.A.A.F. - 375 S. Euclid Ave. - 628-7223

F. RAINBOW PLANET COFFEE
HOUSE
606 N. 4" Ave. - 620-1770

G. TIHAN -Tucson Interfaith
HIV/AIDS Network
1101 N. Craycroft, Ste 301. 299-6647

H. EON YOUTH CENTER 620-6245
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The Sun gets us into various
forms of mischief when it moves into
Sagittarius this week. Suddenly our
outlook is expansive, optimistic and
virtually unstoppable. No excuses,
compadre! Get those gams going!

ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20)
Gay Rams penetrate new

territories with Sun in Sadge. You are
catapulted into an entirely new course of
study or may decide to take a decidedly
different direction in life. More importantly,
you can be tempted to pack your bags
and plop yourself in some yet undiscov-
ered, exotic center of action. How exotic
is strictly up to you, but | would choose
Paris.

TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21)
You have several opportunities

to shiver your timbers when Sun enters
Sagittarius. Yo ho ho sexy queer Bull;
what is going on below in your cabin? Be
careful that your blind, indiscreet lust
does not carry you away on a turgid tide
of briny foam and deposit you on a sand
barge later on. Build on loyalty, caring
and devotion of your deck hands as you
cruise along.

GEMINI (MAY 22 -JUNE 21)
Relationships suddenly be-

come the focus of your attention with Sun
in Sadge. How much freedom do you
really need? There could be times when
you wish you were on your own, free of
commitment and restriction. You may
chaff under the leash, but remember, pink
Twin, some folks like it that way. And they
are waiting in the wings for your exit.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23)
Gay Crabs are clawing to do

well on the job when Sun enters Sag.
Expect a heck of a lot of expansion at
one time! Suddenly job obligations
explode and you can feel overtaxed,
overstressed and overworked. Don't risk
colds or flu because the paperwork isn’t
in by 5p. There is always tomorrow ...or
next week ...or something, sometime in
the future.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23)
Expect a spurt of creative juice

with Sun in Sag. Party hearty you party
hound, but be prepared to pay the piper,
lest you become a tired and dissiapted
party poop-out. The temptation is to take
things to the outer limits in your pursuit of
pleasure and fun but the fates place a
few strategic tacks on your primrose
path. Peek before you pounce, proud
Lion.

VIRGO (AUGUST 24 -
SEPTEMBER 23)

Sun in Sag highlights home-
based pursuits. Surprisingly positive
developments occur in any family
issue. This week you may not be
especially diplomatic and you could
wind up saying something impolitic
and landscape changing. Hmm then
again sometimes you have to upend
the earth to be able to plant anew.
Get those lavender fingers dirty,
Virgo.

LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 -
OCTOBER 23)

Your words pack a punch
now. Charming pink Libras will
unwittingly utter some doozies and
should be prepared to have all of
their gaffs broadcast to the general
universe. But don’t panic. Call ‘em as
you see ‘em cousin and let the chips
fall where they may. Just be sure to
stand under an awning as it all
comes raining down around you.

SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 -
NOVEMBER 22)
Strategic queer Scorps are

more concerned with dollars and
cents this week. Suddenly your vault
door opens and your careful savings
are at risk if you are not careful. The
secret to an early retirement is to not
jump in head first. Do your fiscal
homework and when in doubt, find
someone with deep pockets to help
navigate all bumps and grinds.

SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 -
DECEMBER 22)
Gay Archers are charged
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up, out and qver with Sun in their own
sign. Independence is key and you
cannot be reined in. Your sense of
self may be at odds with certain long
term relationships. Don't let ill consid-
ered actions upend the domestic
applecart unless you want it that way.
Single Sadges take a trip to the

moon on gossamer wings. Will it be
just one of those things?

CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 -
JANUARY 20)
Closeted Caps are pushed

Out. It's about time. Sun in Sadge
sweeps out the debris and sends a
new breeze to freshen up the stale
air. Intuition is also highlighted, but of
course you already knew that! Pink
Caps pride themselves on their
pragmatism but now you happily
coast along the cosmic flow and
allow the sirens to finger your fate. It
depends on which finger.

AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 -
FEBRUARY 19)

Friends can offer good times
or petty aggravations. Reassess
your social circles this week. Is it time
to discover some new faces or do
you just need to stir and heat up the
current stewpot? It's entirely up to you
Aqueerius. But make your decisions
slowly and with careful consideration.
Once the door is slammed shut it
may be tough to pry it open again.

PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 -
MARCH 20)

Guppies make great strides
in their career with Sun in Sadge.
Don't get stuck in a working rut. This
is a good time to think about what you
want and where you want to go. Make
astute changes in your professional
direction. It may also resultin
changes on the homefront. Oh don’t
be afraid of change! Opportunity
knocks.... loudly!
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Singapore Okays Concert
By U.S. Gay Couple

Los Angeles-Based Gay Couple, Vocalists Jason and deMarco

SINGAPORE - In a rare move,
Singapore has given approval for an
American Gay couple to perform next
month as part of a concert to raise
awareness of HIV/AIDS, afp.com re-
ported. The Los Angeles-based
Christian Gay couple Jason and
deMarco were barred in 2005 from
performing in the city-state. But the
Media Development Authority (MDA)
said it had approved a concert this time
because organisers had given assur-
ances that they aimed to highlight the
HIV/AIDS issue.

“In 2005, a similar concert
featuring the pop duo was disallowed
because the concert was open to
general members of the public,” the
MDA's deputy director for arts and
licensing, Amy Tsang, said in a
statement. She said concert organisers
have “given the assurance to MDA that
the concert is targeted at the high risk
groups. “The organizer has also as-

sured MDA that the aim of the concert is
AIDS education and HIV prevention,”
she said.

The duo is to perform on
December 13, the Today newspaper
reported. Vivian Balakrishnan,
Singapore’s second minister for informa-
tion, communications and the arts, has
said the city-state was liberalising but
retained a very strong conservative
core. As part of major revisions to the
Penal Code approved by parliament
last month, Singapore legalised oral and
anal sex between heterosexual couples
but retained a law which criminalises
intercourse between Gay men.

CLASSIFIED ADSARE 25¢ PERWORD, $5.00 MINIMUM
CLASSIFIED ADSWILL NOT BETAKEN BY PHONE

SERVICES

AFFORDABLE COMPUTER SER-
VICES: For home or business, we come
to you with friendly, economical, quality
installation, instruction and service.
Setup and configuration, as well as
networking, virus removal and updates.
Call Carl @ 977-2572 and get a free
quote. 1224

DO YOU NEED A HAND CLEANING?
Residential, commercial, small office,
weekend project, move-in, move-out
cleaning. One time, weekly, b i-weekly
or monthly. Call us. Free estimates.
David (520)304-6198

1215.

ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS
Let me keep your clothes fitting properly
and in good repair. Experienced —
Economical — Prompt. Merle Hudson,
(520)888-7264in Tucson. 1235

FOR SALE

MEN’S BLACK LEATHER CHAPS, 38/
34 Black leather dress (lined) vest. Size
46. Call Hal 319-0248 evenings. 1216.

GAY MALE EROTIC CERAMIC TILES.
Orgy scene - fully nude. 18" X 18". Write
Neal, P.O.Box 5002, Tucson, AZ 85703.
Serious only. 1216.

ROOMMATES

ROOMMATE WANTED. Beautiful room
in spacious new, quiet southwest Tucson
home. Water, gas, electricity and
laundry facilities included. No pets. 520-
891-8914 1217.

MASSAGE

PROFESSIONAL THERAPEUTIC MAS-
SAGE FOR MEN. In-call Only. Private
studio near Sabino Canyon.
www.massagemenu.com for more infor-
mation. Steve - CMT 247-8139
1222
MASSAGE by ricardo, in / out calls,
speedway & swan / your place,, call
ANYTIME, 520.488.0229
1222

QUALITY TANTRIC PROFESSIONAL
MASSAGE ! Strong healing hands
leave you feeling STRONG!

Give it a try. Professionally trained and
licensed. - - An exceptional experience
for 25years. Marc - 881-4582 from 8 AM -
8PM 1219

Classified Ads Always
GET RESULTS!
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. |
| HAVE THREE CHAIRS OPEN AT MY AIR

CONDITIONED SALON AND ONE PRIVATE SUITE. IF
ANY OF YOU KNOW OF GREAT FUN STYLIST(S) WHO
ARE NOT HAPPY WHERE THEY ARE, HAVE THEM
GIVE ME A CALL.

BOOTH RENTAL STARTS AS LOW AS $25 A DAY
, SO IF YOU ARE A STYLIST AND YOU ALREADY KNOW
WHAT YOU BRING IN A DAY YOU DO THE MATH.

CALL: AHEAD OF STYLE, 426 E. 9TH, 520-624-
8400 OR JUST STOP BY TO SEE THE SHOP. IT'S A
WONDERFUL OLD 6 BED ROOM HOUSE THAT WE
HAVE MADE OUR HOME. NOT YOUR OLD - GET
YOUR HAIR DONE IN THE MALL - FEEL AT ALL.

COME CHECK IT OUT!! TUCSON'S BLACK CAT,

Ajila Simone
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SUNDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; $2 Pitchers til 10pm
and Rotating Shot Specials all night;. Latino Explosion
9pm with DJ Hill. Beer Bust 5-10pm

COLORS - Open 10am - 10pm Champagne
Brunch 10am - 2pm with choice of complimentary
mimosa, Bloody Mary or Screwdriver included. Happy
Hour 4-7pm $3.50 Skyy Cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and
well. Appetizers % price 4-6. Brunch served until 2pm. Full
menu served until 10;m. Nightly dinner specials.

HOWL AT THE MOON - 10am. Starting

9/9. NFL package here. Wear an NFL team t-shirt or jersey
and get 50¢ off your drink. Smirnoff Vodkas $2.50 all day.
Free Texas Hold-’'Em Poker Tournaments at 3 and 6 pm.
Play for points and prizes - no cash involved. $1 chili dogs
during game.

IBT's -Troy's Recovery Bar noon-4pm. 4-7:30
Karaoke on the patio. Benefit B-B-Q for the Pride Parade
5:30-7:30 and dance with DJ Mike Lopez 9pm to close.

VENTURE-N - Open 10am. Patio open 3pm.
$2.00 Bloody Marys or Screws til 3pm Patio Beer Bust 3-
7.Burger BBQ 5-7. Selection of burger meats to choose
from. $3 proceeds go to Pet Watch (helping HIV/AIDS
clients with their veterinary bills).

WOODY'S - Open 11am.Happy Hour 11am-8pm
(excl spec events); Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm; Back Pocket
Patio Bar 2pm til 2am. Beer Bust 2-7pm; Bar-B-Que 5-
9pm; Karaoke with Michael D. 9p.m.; DJ Jeff in the Back
Pocket 9pm; Drag Bingo every other Sunday 8-9pm Watch
for special events.

YARD DOG - Open 10am - 2am. Patio Bar opens
at 7pm.

MONDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-10pm; Drink what you want
with %2 priced Happy Hour. Poke-Her Monday! Free card
lessons 5pm. Free Texas Hold-‘em Tourney at 6pm; Prizes
for 1%, 2", 3 Places. Happy Hour pricing.

COLORS - Open 4-10pm. Happy Hour 4-7. $3.50
Skyy Cocktails, $2.75 well & domestics. Appetizers % price
4-6m. Full menu served until 10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Happy Hour all day & night
with $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. $3.50 sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Watch MNF here! $1.00 hot dogs during
game. Free Texas Hold-Em Poker tourney at 6 & 8:30, Play
for points and prizes. No cash involved.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, DJ
Craig Carter 10pm-2am $1.50 well vodka drinks, All drink
specials not available during special events.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 6pm. Free pool
til 4pm. $2.75 Skyy Martinis 4-8pm..

WOODY'S - Open Noon til 2am. Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events) Karaoke with Michael D. 9pm

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am. 50¢ off any Top
Shelf Rum until 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar opens
7pm

TUESDAY

THE BIZ - Half-Price Happy Hour 3-8pm. Karaoke
8pm-12am with 2 for 1 drinks.

COLORS - Open 4-10pm. Happy Hour 4-7 $3.50
Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and well and % price
appetizers 4-6. Full menu served until 10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON — Happy Hour 3 - 8
pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.$3.50 sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitcher. $2.50 well margaritas and tequila.
75¢ off call tequilas. Free Texas Hold-Em Poker for women
only at 6:00 p.m. Play for points and prizes - no cash
involved. Fabu Tuesdays with your hostess Chantelle
Douglas as your hostess for a mid-week brek. Show starts
at 9:30 p.m.

IBT's - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
Tropical Tuesdays $2.50 Tropical drinks and DJ Craig
Carter playing Retro Music 70’s, 80’s and 90’s 9pm-close.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 7pm. Free Pool til
4pm. Spaghetti Nite (2™ Tuesday every month $2.00).

WOODY'S - Open Noon til 2am. Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events). Havana Night with Woody's
own Specialty Mojitos, Caprioskas and Martinis.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top Shelf
Tequila until 8pm  Dart Tourney at 9am. Beer Bust 4-8pm.
Patio Bar Opens 7pm.

WEDNESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; Drink what You Want
with % priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; 18 to Party, 21 to Drink!
18 & Over Night w/DJHill at 9pm! Rotating Shot Specials
all night. Patio Bar opens @ 10:30pm.

COLORS - Open 4-10pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm,
$3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and % price
appetizers 4-6. Full menu served until 10pm. Nightly
dinner specials. Every Wednesday is “Cabaret Open Mic
Night”. Sign up at 6:30 - Show starts at 7. MC: Cabaret
Diva Liz McMahon. Music Director: Marilyn Harris.

HOWL AT THE MOON — Happy Hour 3 - 8 pm,
$2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3.50 sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitchers. $5.00 Jager Bombs and Long
Island Ice Tea. Free Texas Hold-’"Em Poker Tournaments
at 6 & 8:30 pm Play for points & Prizes. No cash involved.
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IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, “Diva-
Licious” show 9pm w/ Bunny Fu Fu& Friends. After show
dance with DJ Q til 2am,

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 7pm. Free Pool il
4pm. $2.75 Cuervo Margaritas 4-8pm

WOODY'S - Open Noon til 2am; Happy Hour
Noon-8pm )excl Spec Events); Chili Dog Buffet 5-9pm;
Underwear/Fetish/Leather Party 9-close - $1 off all drinks for
those who participate (50¢ off draught/schnapps) Back
Pocket Patio Bar open 9pm-close.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Vodka until 8pm Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens
7pm. Dart Tourney 8pm.

THURSDAY

THE BIZ - Open3pm-2am; Drink What You Want
with % priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; ‘Thirsty Thursday’ with
Tori Steele & Friends! Drag show now ts at 10pm with Tori
Steele, China Collins and guests. $2 Pitchers and
Rotating Shot Specials. Followed by DJ Hill til 2am.

COLORS - Open 4pm-10pm. Happy Hour 4-
7pm,$3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and Well and
1, price appetizers. Full menu served until 10. Nightly
dinner specials.. .

HOWL AT THE MOON - Happy Hour 3 - 8 pm,
$2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3.50 sm. Pitcher/
$5.50 Ig.. Pitcher. Mexican Beers $2.50 all Iday, all night.
Karaoke starts at 8:30 p.m.

IBT's -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, Boyz
Nite Out with your Bartenders & GoGo Boys dancing in
their undies and DJ Mike Lopez spinning Top 40 & All
request $1.75 Long Islands and $1.50 Tequila shots
10pm-2am.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio open 7pm. Free
Pool til 4pm. Pool Tourney 7pm. $3 entry. Special prices
for players. Steak Nite (3rd Thursday during summer).
Bring your own or get it here $6.00.

WOODY’'S - Open Noon-2am; Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl Spec Events); Free Pool all day. Nacho
Chip Buffet 5-9pm; $1 PBRs Longnecks and $2 Tecate
Longnecks; Back Pocket Bar open 8-close.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Bourbon til 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar opens
7pm.

FRIDAY

THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; Drink What You Want
with ¥ priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; Rotating weeks Latin or
Hip Hop Music with DJ Hill at 9pm. Rotating Shot Specials
all night! Patio Bar opens at 10:30pm

COLORS - Open 4pm-midnight. Happy Hour 4-
7pm, $3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and Well and
1 price appetizers. Finlandia martinis $5.50 open to close!
Full menu served until 10. “Hot Jazz, Cool Martinis” with
Susan Artemis & Craig Faltin 6:30 to 9:30. “Guys & Dolls”
drag show hosted by Lucinda Holliday at 10pm. Nightly
dinner specials. Drink specials during the drag show.

HOWL AT THE MOON — Happy Hour 3 - 8 pm,
$2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. $3.,50 Sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitcher. $2.50 Smirnoff Ice. Triple Black,
Green Apple and Raspberry Twisters. Free Country dance
lessons at 7:30p.m. DJ Pat plays the best of contemporary
and classic country 8:30 to close..

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, 9pm
Hot Dance with DJ Mike Lopez outside on the patio and DJ
Raynman spinning club music inside.9pm-2am.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio open 7pm. Free
Pool til 4pm.

WOODY'S - Open Noon-2am; Happy Hour Noon-
8pm (excl spec events); Martini Happy Hour 5-8pm-$1 off
all call Martinis; Back Pocket Patio Bar open 8-close. DJ
Jeff in the Back Pocket 9-close; Watch for special events.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Gin until 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens
7pm

SATURDAY

THE BIZ - $2.00 U-Call-Its til 11pm. Saturday night
dance party with DJ Hill9pm. Patio Bar opens at 10:30pm.

COLORS - Open 4pm-10pm, Happy Hour 4-7pm,
$3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and Well, ¥z price
appetizers 4-6. Pianist/Vocalist Marilyn Harris 6:30-9:30.
Full menu served until 10. Nightly dinner specials.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Open at 11am. Happy
Hour 11-8pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
$3.50 sm. Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. $4.50 cheeseburger &
fries.$2.50 Captain Morgan or Malibu Rum all day, all night.
Check our calendar for the Saturday Night Special
Entertainment.

IBT's - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, 5-
8pm karaoke and Teryaki Kabobs on the patio. 8:30pm
Show time w/ Ajia Simone or Janee Star. DJ Q spinning
Club Music inside and Mike Lopez spinning on the patio
10pm to close..

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio Bar open 3pm.
Patio Beer Bust 3-7pm.

WOODY'S - Open 10am-2am; Happy Hour 10am-
8pm (excl spec events); Steak/Fish Dinner in the Back
Pocket 5-9pm. Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5-close. Live
Jazz with Arthur Migliazza in the Back Pocket 6-9pm; DJ
Jeff in the Back Pocket 9-close. Watch for special events.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am. Beer Bust 4-8pm.
$1.25 glass, $2.25 pitcher. Patio Bar Opens 7pm.
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28
WOODY'S - Sarong Party from 9:00 to closing.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29
THE BIZ - Art Showcase and Wine Tasting with Jennifer
A. Woodson 6:00to 8:00 p.m.

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 30

HOWL AT THE MOON - Celebrating their 4"
Anniversary this weekend kicks off with couples dance
lessons with Amanda at 7:30. DJ Pat plays country
starting at 8:30 with special guest performer Mr. Andrew
Raymer who pops in as one of your favorite country
(female) stars. Drink specials include $4 JagerBombs,
$4 Tidalawaves, $2.50 Jose Cuervo and $1 Jello shots.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1

HOWL AT THE MOON - Live Jazz and Blues,
internationally-known “Mr. Boogie Woogie and the
Firesweep Blues Band”.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2

HOWL AT THE MOON - No poker today. Football
specials include 50¢ off all drinks if you're wearing an
NFL team shirt or jersey. $1 dogs, $2 chili dogs all day.
Latin and dance music from 8:30 to closing.. Drink
specials all night.

WOODY"S - Drag Bingo 8:00 p.m.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 3
WOODY"S - Budweiser Promo during Karaoke with
$2.00 Bud, Bud Light and Bud Selectda

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5

WOODY"S - Wine Tasting Party at 5:30 p.m. Sign up
early with Bartenders. Disco Dance Party wit DJ Clint
9:00 p.m.toclose.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6

IBT'S - 4™ Annual Party Monster Ball begins at 9:00
p.m. Costume Contest with prizes and Drink Specials.
Bethere!!l

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8
HOWL AT THE MOON - MCC Holiday Fundraiser
Show.

YARD DOG SALOON - Holiday Extravaganza Show!
Dinner served from 5:00 to 7:00 followed by a great
show at 8:30 featuring Adrienne Alexander, Amanda
Nicole, Jasminac Miyaki and Miss Gracie Wray. The
show and dinner is a benefit for SAAF and TIHAN. $25
for a couple for dinner and show. $15 or a single for
dinner and show. If you want to see the show only it's
only $5.00 and for a great cause. Come on down!

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12
WOODY'S - Tattooed and Tattered Party 9:00 p.m.
Plug your favorite ‘80s music with Clint.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14
WOODY'S - December Birthday Party with Free glass
of Champagne and Cake.

Gay Italian Choir Boy T o
Appeal Dismissal

ROME - An ltalian chorister who was forced to leave
his church choir after publicly admitting he was Gay
has said he intends to bring his case to the Bishop for
appeal, Italian media reported, Reuters reported.

In a story that has incensed Gay rights and
religious groups alike, 20 year-old Alberto Ruggin,
was dismissed by his priest in Padua, northern lItaly,
after revealing his sexuality in a documentary shown
on ltalian television. Ruggin, who is a practicing
Roman Catholic, said that the priest, Don Paolino
Bettanin, was “disgusted” by the affair. “I tried to explain
to him that a true Christian respects everybody — he
accused me of not revealing my sexuality sooner, but
admitted he had suspected it. The truth is that he’s
scared of what people might say. So, I'm turning to the
Bishop.”

The documentary, “Hey, Darwin!,” on Canale
5, owned by private broadcaster Mediaset, examines
the lives of both heterosexuals and homosexuals.
Ruggin had sung in the church choir for seven years
before his removal and was openly Gay with his
family, who had urged him to come out. Paolo Bonalis,
one of Italy’s best loved TV personalities, who
presented the program described Ruggin as having
“extraordinary courage in a highly discriminative
world.” ltalian Gay rights groups cited the story as
proof of the need for anti-homophobia laws.
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TUCSON KNIGHT OWLS (T.K.O) Openly
invites new members to our monthly
meetings which occur on the first Saturday
of every month at 12:00 pm., followed by a
beer bust from 2pm to 6pm., at our home
bar the Yard Dog saloon.

HALLELUJAH RECOVERY DRUG & AL-
COHOL 12-STEP. Every Thursday 5:30-
6:30pm at Cornerstone Fellowship, 2902
N. Geronimo. 622-4626.

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE
CLINIC provided daily by the Pima County
Health Department. Gay friendly. Confi-
dential. Treatment and Medication too!
Any questions? Call 624-8272

SOUTHERN ARIZONA AIDS FOUNDA-
TION (SAAF), 375 S. EUCLID. Office
Hours 8am to 5pm, Monday through
Friday. Direct services and emotional
support for persons with and affected by
HIV. Anonymous HIV testing and support
groups available. Prevention education
programs. 628-SAAF (7223). World wide
web: http://www.saaf.org. VOLUNTEERS
WELCOME.

P.F.L.A.G. - Parents and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays - is a support group
available to anyone who has a son,
daughter or friend who is Gay. Call 360-
3795 or write P.O. Box 36264, Tucson, AZ
85740-6264. All replies confidential.

GLBT-friendly AL-ANON group meets
Saturdays at 11am at Unitarian Universal-
ist Church, 4831 E. 22 Street, Tucson.

YOUNG AND GAY?

GLBT Youth 23 and under, meet every
Saturday in Tucson for sharing, support
and information. Meetings are held at
425 E. 7th Street from 3 to 4:30 pm. You
are not alone. For more info call
Wingspan, 624-1779.

The TUCSON Chapter of PRIME TIMERS
WORLDWIDE invites Gay or Bisexual
men and their admirers to join and share
Prime Timers fellowship. We welcome
mature men (and admirers) who wish to
become involved with planned and future
Prime Timers (TPT) activities. Meetings
luncheons and dinners are held
monthly. For dates, times and informa-
tion call 298-6727, leave name and
phone number.
Tucsonpt@primetimersww,org

TUCSON INFORMATION AND REFERRAL
For Information on human service
organizations, health and mental health
services, financial and government
assistance, emergency services such as
food and shelter, education, etc. Call
Information and Referral 325_2111 _
7am_7pm M-F - 9am-5pm weekend and
holidays.

AIDS HOTLINE - 326-AIDS. Hours M-F,
9:00 am to 10:00 pm. Information,
counseling, HIV-related services, Tucson.

GAY OR BI-SEXUAL MEN in relationships
with women. Need friends you can talk
to? Weekly support group meets Wednes-
days 6:30 - 8:00 pm. Licensed psycholo-
gist facilitator. Call 745-6977 in Tucson for
more information. Strictly confidential.

WINGSPAN - Tucson’s Gay, Lesbian &
Bisexual Community Center, 425 E. 7th
St., offers support groups / info line / social
events / library / meeting space. Volunteer
Opportunities. Board meetings every 2nd
Thursday (open to all), 6:00 p.m. Informa-
tion 624-1779.

GREATER PHOENIX GAY & LESBIAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (GPGLCC)
P.0. BOX 2097, Phoenix, AZ 85001-2097.
E-mail: webmaster@gpglcc.org or call
(602)225-8444.

SOURCES UNLIMITED, a Lesbian & Gay
referral service. Business and individual
listings are free of charge. All information
available to anyone just simply by asking.
322-5655. Leave message.
TucsonSources@aol.com

GET NAKED with TNTucson MEN! We're
a social and recreational club. Have you
ever longed to camp, swim, hike or play
with others who enjoy the same, dropping
all the masks and pretensions? We;re for
you! TNTucsonMEN@nethere.com, P.O.
Box 12176, Tucson 85792 or call 514-
9894

IINNER WISDOM - Try hypnotherapy for
pain relief, past life exploration and
addiction release. Also available: Spiri-
tual Counseling and Dream Interpreta-
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tion. 579-9020

BEARS OF THE OLD PUEBLO — a social
club for bears and bigger, more robust
men (and of course, those who prefer
their company). For more info, Call the
Bears Hotline (520)790-5775 or write
P.O. Box 43910, Tucson, AZ 85733-3910
of visit our website at www.botop.com All
are welcome to our general meetings/
potlucks on the 2nd Friday of every month,
at 3202 E. 1t St. (the “Ward 6" Office
Bldg.) Just south of Speedway & East of
Country Club. PotLuck Dinner begins at
6:30 and the monthly meeting follows at
7:15 p.m.

LESBIAN AND GAY AL-ANON - Affected by
someone’s drinking? Meeting every Tues-
day 8:45 to 9:45 p.m. at Lambda Center,
2940 E. Thomas, Phoenix. Ellie 581-
8850 or Ronn 968-2384.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE GROUP - Qutreach
to Gay and Leshian people in Arizona.
Meets monthly. Write to P.O. Box 893,
Phoenix, AZ 85001 or call Eddy Walters,
(602)371-1102

CRONIES SOCIAL GROUP. A Social
group for Gay men who enjoy the
fellowship of their peers. Call Leo at 624-
6768.

T-SQUARES Leshian and Gay Square
Dance Club, dances Tuesdays. from
6:30-9 p.m. at Cornerstone Fellowship
Social Hall, 2902 N. Geronimo (North-
west of 1st Ave. and Glenn). No experi-
ence, no partner required! For more info
contact David at 325-6739, or visit
www.azgaydance.org

LIGHTNING LIGHTING will provide light-
ing for AIDS and related benefits at no
charge. For more info call Adrienne at
889-7298.

COME EXPLORE YOUR SPIRITUALITY!
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church
offers a variety of Gay and Lesbian groups
and services for the spiritually minded.
Come meet the Family! For more
information call Debbie 579-9827 or
David 323-7943.

LESBIAN/GAY WRITERS: Workshop at
7:00 p.m. third Wednesday of every
month. Read and critique current projects.
Network and support. For info call 325-
4737.

DESERT VOICES, Tucson’s Gay, Les-
bian, Bisexual, Transgender and Straight
Chorus, has been singing songs of pride,
hope and laughter for 19 seasons. Check
out our website at www.desertvoices.org,
or call (520)791-9662 for information
about upcoming concerts or how to join.

Join the LESBIAN & GAY PUBLIC
AWARENESS PROJECT. In Tucson write
Awareness Project, 3661 N. Campbell
Ave. #365, Tucson, AZ 85719.

AA Meeting with HIV/AIDS focus, Wednes-
days, 7:30 p.m., Wingspan Annex, 425 E.
7" Street. All alcoholics welcome.

MEN’S SOCIAL NETWORK: Social orga-
nization for men of all ages. Building an
extended Gay family in Tucson. Monthly
social potluck gatherings the first Satur-
day of each month and almost weekly
social activities. Call 690-9565 for infor-
mation and a newsletter. Check the Non-
Bar Calendar in the Observer.

CARE TEAMS ARE AVAILABLE to offer
support to people living with HIV/AIDS.
The Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network
offers trained, compassionate and com-
mitted volunteers to provide services
including friendly visits, light housekeep-
ing, assistance with meals, shopping,
errands, transportation and companion-
ship for medical appointments, and
respite care for primary care givers. No
judgement or proselytizing - we are here
to be of service. For information call Scott
at 299-6647.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SPORTS
TEAMS and updates on Gay Games,
contact TEAM ARIZONA at their website:
teamarizona.org

ARE YOU GAY OR BISEXUAL AND
UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE? The Gay
Young Men’s Project is now looking for
volunteers for the project. We need
people who want to help create a positive
social change for young Gay men as well
as reduce the risk for HIV infection. For
more information please call 628-7223.

THE MEN'S MASSAGE GROUP meets
the 3rd Sunday of each month. It is a good
way to meet other men of all ages, safely,
and with the art of nurturing touch. There
is a fee. You must sign up in advance to

participate. Call Marc at 881-4582 for
more Iinformation or sign up.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE GLBT,
Tucson’s Gay and Lesbian business
networking group holds regular meetings
the third Thursday of every month. Call
615-6436 for more info.
www.tucsonglbtchamber.org

TUCSON PRIDE, INC. (Formerly Tucson
Lesbian and Gay Alliance - TLGA) meets
on the second Wednesday at 845 S.
Craycroft Road at 6pm. Tucson Pride
events: Pride Week, Gay West and

Pride Weekend. Inquiries about support
groups and individual needs should be
directed to Wingspan and other local
agencies listed here. For more informa-
tion call 622-3200 or visit the TPl website
at www.tucsonpride.com

LEARN TO BE A LISTENING FRIEND
Unique Hospital Volunteer Program
teaches listening skills to Volunteers who
provide a safe/compassionate environ-
ment to at-risk patients. Training every 6
weeks. 694-7063.

TUCSON INTERFAITH HIV/AIDS NET-
WORK (TIHAN), a coalition of faith
communities committed to a compas-
sionate response to HIV/AIDS, provides
HIV education in congregational settings,
volunteer CareTeams to support HIV+
persons, a referral network of HIV-
sensitive clergy, and interfaith services of
healing and hope. For more information
call 299-6647.

ANONYMOUS HIV COUNSELING AND
TESTING is available through the Pima
County Health Department at sites
throughout Tucson, Very Gay Friendly. For
more information or to make an appoint-
ment call 791-7676.

SMART (Self Management And Recovery
Training) a free non-12-step self-help
alternative for people working to over-
come addictive and other emotional
problems meets in Tucson Monday thru
Thursdays at different locations. For more
information about SMART, contact Jenni-
fer at 838-3975.

OUTLOUD! Tucson’s premiere Local
Lesbian and Gay Radio Show, broadcast
every Sunday from 7-8 pm on 91.3 FM,
Community Radio KXCI.

THEATER / DINNER / MOVIES / ETC!
Nonsmoking Lesbian Network meets
every month. If you'd like to meet women
50+ (flexible) and socialize in a smoke-
free environment, please call or email:
888-8010 ‘til 9pm, or
joycesmthl@aol.com. The group dines
OUT! and attends shows, movies, com-
edy events, etc. Now in our 23rd year, 7th
in Tucson.

SOUTHERN ARIZONA GENDER ALLI-
ANCE (SAGA). The Southwest’s largest
transgender and gender-diversity advo-
cacy organization. Speakers and panel-
ists available. General meetings monthly
on the 1t Mondays at 7pm; Dezert Girlz
(MTF Support) meets 2 Mondays at
7pm; Dezert Boyz (FTM Support) meets
3¢ Tuesdays at 7pm. Also serving
partners, youth, intersex, service provid-
ers and allies. Call (520)624-1779 x26 for
more info.

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR
ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES. Not a dating
club. Discreet. Meetings every Monday
evening. Call for more info. APEX (Arizona
Power Exchange) 602-415-1123. 24-hr
multi-choice message including informa-
tion, calendar and location.

ARIZONA AIDS POLICY ALLIANCE
(AZAPA) seeks to educate legislators and
citizens about sound AIDS policy. For
more information write AZAPA, 6523 N.
14th St., #112, Phoenix, AZ 85014 or call
602-279-4805.

DESERT DOMINION, whose focus is
providing information and education for
people interested in the BDSM lifestyle,
meets monthly for group discussion and
social events. Visit our web site http://
www.desertdominion.org or call (520)792-
6424

SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS. Starting
this February, the Tucson Rape crisis
Center will be providing free confidential
group services for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender survivors of all manner

BROTHERS OF THE COMPASSIONATE
WAY. Pagan spiritual group for gay,
bisexual, transgendered men. Box 41623,
Tucson, AZ 85717.
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of sexual assault. Interested persons
please call Mirto Stone, MSW, at 327-
1171 (if unavailable leave message) .

AAPSP - ARIZONA ASSOCIATION OF
PUBLIC SAFETY PROFESSIONALS: a
confidential organization committed to
providing support and networking for all
Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual public safety
professionals in Arizona. Membership
open to Law Enforcement Officers,
Firefighters, Probation, Parole and Cor-
rections Officers and civilians working
within these agencies. Website:
AAPSP.org or e-mail: AAPSP@aol.com or
call Dave (520)745-9059 (Tucson) or Kim
(602)534-6219 (Phoenix)

GLSEN - Gay, Lesbian and Straight
Education Network meets first Thursday
of every month at 4:30pm at Wingspan,
425 E.7th Street. 743-4800.

SAA (Sex Addicts Anonymous) has 5
meetings a week in Tucson. People who
wish to stop their compulsive sexual
behavior, please call (520) 745-0775 for
current information.

TUCSON GREATER SOFTBALL ASSO-
CIATION. Interested? Call Kelly Quinn,
(520)906-0669 and or Mona Garcia 256-
8728.

LUTHERANS CONCERNED — Tucson
chapter for Gay/Lesbian Lutherans
meets 3rd Sunday, 6:30 p.m. each month
at Santa Cruz Lutheran Church, 6809 S.
Cardinal Ave. For information visit
www.lctucson.org write: LC, 7014 E. Golf
Links Road, PMB 212, Tucson, AZ 85730.

REVEILLE MEN'S CHORUS rehearses
Thursday evenings 7-10pm at the Historic
Y, corner of University Blvd. And 5" Ave.
Join us!! Call 304-1758 for more info.

“OUT ON THE TRAILS - EQUESTRIAN
FUN!"

Rider Club forming. Looking for women
and men to ride together on the trails of
Southern Arizona. Must have own horse,
truck and trailer. For more info write: “Out
On The Trails” P.O. Box 44045, Tucson,
AZ 85733-4045

THE MAN TO MAN Social/erotic educa-
tion club is the tantric men’s group that
offers passionate friendships, fun activi-
ties and real Tantric sex education. Marc
881-4582

LGBT Buddhist Meditation Group. Join us
for two 20 minute silent sitting medita-
tions, and reading from Buddhist Spiritual
text and discussion. Bring a friend and a
pillow or cushion. Takes place every
Sunday from 10-11:30AM at Wingspan,
425 E. 7th St. Donations accepted.
Contact Maurice Grossman for more info.
323-2293.

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP FOR VICTIM/
SURVIVORS OF Domestic Violence,
Sexual Assault, Hate Crimes, Bias Acts,
Harassment. Call Lori at Wingspan, 624-
1779, ext. 20. Services are free.

MEN'’'S HIKING CLUB - A peer-run
MEN'’s outdoor club for hiking, biking,
camping, boating etc, is now up and run-
ning in the Tucson area. To join, go to
SAGE-Tucson-subscribe
@yahoogroups.com. See you on the trails.

MEN'’S KINK DISCUSSION GROUP (Open
to all who identify as male and are 18 or
older) meets 2" Tuesday of the month,
7:00 p.m. at Desert Dominion, 3843 E.
37" Street, Tucson, AZ. (Map available at
www.desertdominion,org) For those who
are kinky or just curious. No fee,
contributions are appreciated, but not
required.

The new MAN TO MAN INTENTIONAL
COMMUNITY is meeting about honoring
the spiritual side of ourselves. It is the
men’s social/erotic group that offers
passionate friendships, fun activities, and
real tantric sex education. Call Marc 881-
4582 in advance Check it out. We meet
the 1 and 39 Wednesdays, 7-9pm.
Potluck dinner. Donation.
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